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TO THE B£VEB£ND 

JOHN LODGE, M. A. 

FELLOW OF MAGDALEN COLLEGE, 

AND 

librarian to the university of 
cambridge. 

My Dear Frienp, 

Most gratefiil it is to me, at all* tunes, 
to bear in remendtxrance those pleasant 
discusfiiohs in which we were wont so fre- 
quently to indulge, relating to the Libra- 
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RiES upon the Continent : — but more than 
ordinaxily gratifying to me was that moment, 
when you told me, that, on crossing the 
Rhine, you took the third volume of my 
Tour under your arm, and on reaching the 
Monasteries of Molk and Gottwie, gave an 
off-hand translation to the venerable Bene- 
dictme Inmates of what I had recorded 
concerning thdr MSS, and Printed Books, ^ 
and their hospitable reception of the Au- 

« 

thor* I studiously concealed from You, at 

the time,* the whole of the gratification 

which that intelligence imparted ; resolving 

howevec that, should this work be deemed 

worthy of a second edition, to dedicate that 

republication to Yourself. Accordingly, 

it now comes forth in its present form, 
much enhdnced, in the estimatiCT of its 
Author, by the respectabiUty of the name 
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prefixed to this Dedication ; and wishing 
you many years enjoyment of the honour^ 
able public situation with which you have 
been recently, and so deservedly, invested, 

allow me to subscribe myself, 

Your affectionate 

and obliged Friend, 

T. F. DIBDIN. . 

Wyndham Place, 
June 30, 18^. 
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PREFACE 

TO 

THE SECOND EDITION. 



If I had chosen to introduce myself to the 

greatest possible advanta^j^e to the reader, in 
this Pre&ce to a Second Edition of the BibUa- 
graphicaly Antiquarian, and Picturesque Tour^' 
I could not have done better than hav^ bor- 
rowed the language of those Foreigners, who, by 
a translation of the Work (however occasionally 
vituperative their criticisms) have, in fiEtct, con- 
ferred an honour upon its Author. In the midst 
of censure, sometimes dictated by spite, and 
sometimes sharpened by acrimony of feeling, 
it were in my power to select passages of com- 
mendation, which would not less surprise the 
Reader than they have done myself: while the 
history of this performance may be said to ex- 
hibit the singular phenomenon^ of a traveller, 
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usually lauding the countries through which he 
passes^ recaving in return the reluctant appro- 
bation of those whose institutions, manners, and 
customs^ have been praised by him. It is ad- 
mitted, by 4;he most sedulous and systematic 
of my opponents — ^M. Crapelet — that " con- 
sidering the quantity and quality of the orna- 
ments and engravings of this Tour, one is 
surprised that its cost is so moderate.*** 

^ Pew books (says the Bibliographer of 
Dijon) have been executed with greater luxury. 
It is said that the expenses of printing and en- 

* M. Crapelet is of course speaking of the pREviouft 
edition of the Tour. He continues thus : ** M, Dibdin, dans 
«m voyage en France, a ymt/6 nos d^partemens de Toiiest 
et de Test, toutes-Ieurs princ^Mdes TilleB, presqtie tons les 
lieux remarquaUes par les antiquit^s, par les monumens, 
par lea beamt^s du aiie, on per les souvenirs hlstoriqties. H 
a V isitc les ch&teaux, les ^glises, les chapelles ; 11 u observe 
nos moeurs, nos coiitumes, nos habitudes 3 il a examine nos 
Musses et nos premiers Cabinetfi de^curiosit^ ; il s'est con- 
centre dans nos Bibliothdques. n parle de Hotre litt^rature 
cft des hdmneB de kttres, des arts et de nos artistes 1 H en' 
tiqve JesjMBraoDDes oomne les ckoKM.*,, U knie qtMlqntfok, 
il plaisante- sonrent ; la vivacity de son esprit I'^gare presque 
toujours." A careful perusal of the notes in this edition 
will shew that my veracity has not almost always led me 
astray.*' 
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graving amounted to 6000/. — to nearly 140,000 
franks of our money. It must be admitted 
that England is the only country in which such 
an undertaking could be carried into effect. 
Who in France would dare to risk such a sum 
— especially for three volumes in octavo ? He 
would be niined^ if he did.*** I quote these 
passages simply to shew under what extraor- 
dinary obliquity of feeling those gentlemen 
must have set down to the task of translation 
and abuse — of that vbrv work, which is here 
admitted to contain such splendid representa- 
tions of the bibliographical, antiquarian, and 
picturesque*' beauties of their country. 

A brief account of this foreign travail may 
be acceptable to the curious in literary history. 
MoNS. LicQUBT, the successor of M. Gourdin, 
as Chief Librarian to the Public Library at 
Rouen, led the way in the work of war£su*e. He 
translated tlie ninth Letter relating to that 
Public Library ; of which translation especial 
mention is made at p. 99, post. This version 
was printed in 1821^ for private distribution ; 

* Gabriel Pbicnot ; VariiUs, NoHc^ €t Raret^ BiblUh' 
graphiques, XB22, Svo, p, i. 
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Ctiid only 100 copies were struck off. M. Cra- 

pe]et, in whose office it was printed, felt the 
embers of discontent rekindled in his bosom as 
it passed through his press ; and in the follow- 
ing year hb also stepped forward to discharge 
an arrow at the Traveller. Like bis predecessor, 
he printed but a limited number ; and as I have 
more particularly remarked upon the spirit of 
that version by way of " Introduction" to the 
original letter, in vol. ii. 209, &c. I shall not 
waste the time of the Reader by any notice of 
it in the present place. These two partial trans-: 
lators united their forces, about two years 
afterwards, and published the whole of the 
Tour, as it related to France, in four octavo 
volumes, in 1825, The ordinary copies were 
sold for 48 francs, the large paper for 112 
francs per copy. The wood- cuts only were 
republished by them. Of this conjoint, and 
more enlarged production, presently. 

Encouraged by the examples of Messrs. 
Licquet and Crapelet, a Bookbinder of the 
name of Lesne (whose poem upon his "Craft," 
published in 1820, had been copiously quoted 
and commended by me in the previous edition) 
chose to plant his foot within this arena of con* 
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ttaversYf and to address a letter to me, to 
which his models M. Crapelet^ was too happy 
to give circulation through the medium of his 
press.* To that letter the following metrical 
lines are prefixed ; which the Header . would 
scarcely forgive me if I failed to amuse him by 
their introduction in this place. " Lesnd^ Re- 
lieur FranqaUy h, Mom, 71 F. Dibdm, Mbiisire 
de la Religion^ SgcJ* 

Avec nn ria moqueur, je crois vons voir d'ici, 

D^daigneusement dire : Eh, que veut celui-ci ? 

Qu'ai-je done de commun avec un vil artiste ? 

Un ouv^er fran^ais^ un BibliopigUte ? 

Ose-t-on ravaler un Ministre k ce point } / 

Que me veut ee LetnS ? Je ne le connais point. 

Je crois me sonvenir qu'k mon vo]^^ en Finince^ . 
Avec 868 ponwea vers je nouni connaissance. 
Mais c'est si peu de chose tm po^ It Ftois ! 

Savez-vous bien. Monsieur, pourquoi je vous dcris ? 
C'est que je crois avoir le droit de vous ^crire. 
Fussiez-vous cent fois plus qu'on ne saurait le dire, 
Je vols dans un Ministre un homme tel que moi ; 
Devant Dieu je crois m^me 6tre I'^gal d'un roL 

The Letter however is in prose^ with some 
very few exceptions ; and' it is just possible 
that the indulgent Reader may endure a speci- 

* Lettre d'un ReUeur Francois a un Bibliographe JnglaU ; 
a Parit, de rimprimerie de Crapekt, 18SS> 8vo. p. p. 28. 
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men or two of the prose of M^Lesn^ as readily 

as he has that of his poetry. These specimens 
arie equally delectable, of their kind. Imme- 
diately after the preceding poetical bursty the 
French Bibliopegist continues thus : 

D'apr^s cet exorde, vous pensez sans doute que, bien 
convaincu de ma dignity d'homme, je me crois en droit de 
Yoos dire franchemenl ma fa^n de penser; je vous la 
dirai* Monsieiir. Sivonsdirigiezim jcninialbibliognpliiqiie; 
que tous fiseiez, en un mot, lem^tler de Joumaliste, je serai 
pen fuipiis de Voir dans Voire Tnatitae Lettre, one Ibide 
de cboses hasa^^, de mauvais calembourgs, de grossi^- 
ret^s, que nous ne rencontrons m6me pas chez nos jouma- 
listes du dernier ordre, en ce qu'ils savent mieux leur monde, 
et que s'ils lancent une epigramme, fOit-elle faussej elle est au 
moins finement toura^. Mais votis ^tes Anolais, et par 
oda seul dispense sans doute de oette poUtesse q[iti distmgae 
si henienseuient notre nation de U vAtre, et que tos com- 
patrioles n*acqui%rent pour la plupart quaprbs un long 
s^jour en France." p. 6. 

Towards the latter part of this most for- 
midable Tentamen Criticum,** the irritable 
author breaks out thus—'' Cest une maladie 
Frau(;aise de vouloir toujours imiter les An- 
glais ; ceuz-ci, k leur tour, commencent k en 
Stre atteints." p. 19^ A little farther it is thus : 
''Enfin c'est m imitant qu'on reussit presque 
toujours mal ; vous en 6tes encore une preuv^ 
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6vidente. J'ai vu en beaucoup d'endroits de votre 
Lettre^ que vons avez voulu imiter Sterne 
qii'est-il arriv6 ? Vous etes rest^ au-dessous de 
lui^ comme tous les Imitateurs de udtre bou La 
Fontaihe sont rest^ en deqk de riminortel 
Fabuliste." p. 20. But most especially does the 
sensitive M. Lesn6 betray his surprise and 
apprehension, on a gratuitous supposition — 
thrown out by me^ by way of pleasantry — ^that 
" Mr. Charles Lewis was going over to Paris, 
to establish there a modern School of Book- 
binding.** M. Lesn£ thus wrathfully dilates 
upon this supposition.: 

" Je me garderai bien de passer sous silence la dernitire 
partie de votre Lettre ; un bruit assez etrange est venu 
jtuqu'di vom i et Charles Lewis doit vous quitter pour quel- 
q[ue temps pour ^tablir en France une ^cole de reUure 
d'apres les prindpes du g6ut anglais | mais vous croyez> 
dites-vous^ que ce projeC est stuwment chim^rique^ on que, 
si on k tentatt, il serait de conrte dur^ 



* It is ft littile curious that M. X^eso^ has not been sin- 
gular in this supposition. My amiaUe and excellent friend 
M. Schwei^seuser of Strasbourg had the same notion : at 
least, he told me that the style of the Tour very frequently 

reminded him of that of Sterne. I can only say — and say 
very honestly — that I as much thought of Sterne as I did of 
. . . William Caxton ! 
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Four cette fbis. Monsieur, yotre pronostic serait tths 
juste i oette demarche serait une folie : il faudmit s'abuser 
sur rengouement des amateurs fran^ais, et ceiix qui sont 
atteints de cette maladle ne sont pas en assez grand nombre 
pour soutenir un pareil ^tablissement. Qui, Ton aime votre 
genre de retiure ^ maia on aime lea reliurea^ fii^on anglaiaey 
fiiitea par lea FnaupiB, Fsenaez-voua donc^ on Cbarlea 
Lewis pense-t-il, qu*il n*y ait plus d*eapiit national en 
Fhince? 

Allez, le sang Fran^aise coule encore dans nos veines } 
Nous pourrons ^prouver des malheurs et des peines. 
Que nous devrona pent kite k voua autres Anglais ; 
Mais nous voulons raster, nous resterons, Fran^aia ! 

Ainsi, que Charles Lewis ne se ddrange pas j qu'il cesse, 
sMl les a commences, les preparatifs de sa descente j qu'il 
ne prive pas ses compatriotes d'un artiste soi-disant inimit- 
able. Nous en avona id qui le valent, et qui se feront un 
plaisir de perpdteur parmi nous le bon g6ut, I'^^ganoe, et 
la noble umplicit^. p. 85.* 



* Copious as are tlie above quotations, from the thoroughly 
original M. Lesn^, I cannot resist the risking of the reader'a 
patience and good opinion, by the subjoining of the follow- 
ing passage— with which the brochure (sonchides. ''D'apr^ 
la multitude de choses hasaid^es que contient votre Lettre, 
vous enaurez probablement recu quelques unes de personnea 
que vous anrez choqu^es plus que moi, qui vous devrais 
plutdt des remercimens pour avoir pris la peine de traduire 
quelques pages de mon ouvrage ; mais il n'en est pas de 
m^me de bien des gens, et cela ne doit pas les engager ^ 
^tre autant communicatif avec vous, si vous reveniez en 
France. Je souhatte, dans ce dernier eas, que tous lea typo- 
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So much for M. Lesn^. I have briefly noticed 
M..Peiguot, the Bibliographer of Dijon. That 

graphes, les bibliothfecaires, les bibliognostes^ les bibliogra- 
phes, les bibliolathes, les biUiomanes^ les biblophUes, les 
bibliopoles^ oeux qui exercent la biUiiigiuande et ks biblio* 
p^listes mikme, soient pour vous autant de bibliotiq;>hes ; 
vous ne seriez plus k m^me de critiquer ce que vous sauriez 
et ce que vous ne sauriez pas, comme vous I'aviez si souvent 
fait inconsider^ment : 

' Mais tous T08 proc^^ ne nous ^tonnent pas^ 

G'est le sort des Fran^ais de faire dbs ingbats ; 

On les voit servir oeux ^ leur fhrea^nmsibles ; 

Je crois que sur ce point fls sont incorrigibles. 

Je vous avouerai cependant que je suis loin d etre f^ch6 
de vous voir en agir ainsi envers mes compathotes : je de-> 
sirerais que beaucoup d' Anglais fissent de m^me ; oda pour- 
rait d^sanglidser on d^anglomaniser les JBVan^ais. Vous, 
Monsieur, qui aimez le^ .mots nouveaux, aldez-moi, je vous 
prie, k frandser^ a purifier oehii-cL Quant k moi 

Je ne fus pas nourri de Grec et de lAtin, 
T appris k vefller ta^, k me lever matin. 
La nature est le livre oil je fis mes etudes, 

£t tous ces mots nouveaux me semblent long-temps rudes ; 

Je trouve qu'on ne peut trt^s bien les prononcer 

Sans affectation, au moins sans grimacer ; 

Que tous ces mots tir^s des langues (-trang^res, 

I>evraient 6tre I'objet de critiques s<Sv^res. 

Faites done de Tesprit en depit du bon sens. 

On vous critiquera $ quant Ik moi j*y consens. 

Je termineiai cette longue Jjettre de deux mani^res : k 
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worthy wight has made the versions of my 
Ninth and Thirtieth Letters (First Edition) by 
M. M. Licquet and Crapelet^ the substratum of 
his first brochure entitled Fari^Ua, Notices et 
RareiSs Bibliographiques,PariSy 1822: it being 
a supplement to his previous Work of CuriosMs 
BibHographiquesS'* It is not always agreeable 
for an Author to have his Works reflected 
through the medium of a translation; especially 
where the Translator sufiers a portion, however 
small^ of his own atrabiliousness^ to be mixed 
up with the work translated : nor is it always 

Tanglaifle^ en vqub aouhaitant le boa jour ou k bon soir, 
fiuivant Theuie k laquelle vous la reoevrez } k U fnmcaise^ 
•en vous priant de me croire. 

Monsieur, ' 

Votre trhs humble serviteur, 

LESNE. 

* The above brochure consists of two Letters } each to 
an anonymous bibliographical " Confrere one is upon the 
subject of M. Crapdet's version — ^the other^ upon that of 
M. liicquet's version — of a portion of the Tour. The notice 
of the Works of the Author of the Tour ; a fist of the prices 
for which the Books mentioned in it have been sold a 
Notice of the " Hours of ( harkinagne" (sec vol. ii. 199) 
and some account of the late Mr. Porson " Librarian of the 
London Institution ' — form the remaining portion of this 
little volume of about 160 pages, for the " Curiosit^s Bib- 
liogmphiques/* consult the BibUmnania, pp. 90, 91, &c. &c. 
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sate for a third person to judge of the merits 
of the original through such a medium. Much 
allowance must therefore be made for M. 
Peignot ; who, to say the truth> at the conclu- 
sion of his labours, seems to think that he has 
waded through a great deal of dirt of some 
kind or other, which might have been better 
avoided ; and that, in consequence, some ge- 
neral declaration, by way of wiping off a 
portion of the adhering mud, is due to the 
original Author. Accordingly, at the end of 
his analysis of M. Licquefs version, (which 
forms the second Letter in the brochure) he 
does me the honour to devote seven pages to 
the notice of my humble lucubrations : — and 
he prefiEuses this Notice des Ouvrages de M, 
Dibdhiy' by the following very handsome tri- 
bute to their worth : 

Si, dans les deux I^ettres otk nous avoiis rendu oompte 
des traductions partieDes du voyage de M. D,, nous avons 
partag^ 1' opinion des deux estimable traducteurs, sur quel- 
ques erreurs et quelques inconvenances (3chapp^es a I'uuteur 
anglais, nous sommes bien ^luigne d envclopper dans le 
m^e bl^e, tout ce qui est sort^ de sa plume ^ car il y 
onroit injuaftioe a Jiii refuaer des €maunB9§»C6fi dt^dues 
en histmre litt^raire^ et en hiUkigrapMe : .nous le disons 
fhmcbemeii^ il finidroit fenner les yeux k Iji luimk«, ou 
6tre d*une parHaUt^ re^oltante^ pour ne pi^ eonvenir que^ 
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juste appr(;t iciteur de tous Ics tresors bibliogrdphiques qu'il 
a le bonheur d'avoir sous la main, M. Dibdin en a fait con- 
noitre en detail toute la ricbesse dans de nombreux d'ouv- 
rages, ou tr^ souvent le luxe d'^nidition se trouve en har- 
monie avec le htxe tjpographique qa*il y a ital^." 

At the risk of incurring the imputation of 
vanity, I annex the preceding extract ; because 
I am persuaded that the candid Reader will 
appreciate it in its proper light. I might, had 
I chosen to do so, have lengthened the extract 
by a yet more complimentary passage: but 
enough of M. Peignot — ^who, so far from suffer- 
ing ill will or acerbity to predominate over a 
kind disposition, hath been pleased, since his 
publication, to write to me a very courteous 
Letter,* and to solicit a continuance of my 
favours." 

Agreeably to the intimation expressed in a 
preceding page, I am now, in due order, to 
notice the labours of my translators M. M. 
LiCQUBT and Crapblbt. Their united version 
appeared in 1825, in four octavo volumes, of 
which the small paper was but indifferently 

* This letter acoomponied anotber Work of M. Peignot^ 
rdatingto editions and tranalatioiifl of the Roman dassles: — 
and as the reader irill find, in the enstdng pages^ that I have 
been sometime past lahouiliig under theirightiul^ but popular^ 
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well printed.* The preface to the first two vo- 
lumes is by M. Licqnet : and it is not divested 
of point and merit. It begins by attacking the 
Quarterbf Review, (June 1821^ p. 147.) for its 
severity of animadversion on the supposed 
listlessness and want of curiosity of tlie French 
in exploring the architectural antiquities of 
their country ; and that, in consequence of such 
supineness^ the English^ considering them as 
their own property, have described them ac- 
cordingly. The decision (says the French 
translator) is severe; happily it is without 
foundation.** After having devoted several 
pages to observations by way of reply to that 

mania of Autographs, I subjoin with no small satisfaction a 
fac-9imile of the Autograph of this enthubiastic and most 
diligent Bibliographer. 




* See page xriii. ante. 
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critical Journal^ M. Licquet continues tl^us : — 
unless I have unintentionally misr^resenteid 
him. 

" The Englidhman who travels in Normandy^ meets^ at 
every step, with reminisoeiices of his kings, his ancestors, 
his institutions, and his customs. Churches yet stsnding, 
after the lapse of seven centuries ; majestic ruins i tondis^ 
even to' the very sound of the dock— all unite in affisctu^, 
here, the heart of a British subject : every thing seems to 
tell him that, in former times, here was his country j here 
the residence of his sovereipis ; and here the cradle of his 
manners. This was more than sufficient to enflame the lively 
imagination of Mr. D. and to decide him to visits in person, 
^ country already eaqilored by a great numhor of his countiy- 
men ; but he conceived that his narrative should embody 
other topics than those which ordinarily appeared in Uie 
text of his predecessors. 

" His work then is not only a description of castles, 
towns, churches, public monuments of every kind : — it is 
not only a repreaentatioo of the general aspect of ihe country, 
as to its picturesque appearances — but it is an extended, 
minute, though occasionally inexact, account of public ami 
private libraries ; with reflections upon certain customs of 
the country, and upon the character of those who mhabtt it. 
It is in short the personal history of the author, throughout 
the whole length of his journey. Not the smallest incident, 
however inditFerent, but what has a place in the letters of 
the Bibliographer. Thus, he mentions every Inn where he 
stops : recoaunends or scolds the landlord-Hiccording to 
his civility or exaction. Has the author passed a bad n^ht } 
the reader is sure to knowit on the following morning. On 
the other hand, has he had a good night's rest in a comfort- 
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able bed ? [dans un^ lit con^ortaJbU We are as sure to 
know this also, as soon as he awakes : — and thus far we are 
relieved from anxiety about the health of the traveller. 
Cold and heat — fine weather and bad weather — every varia- 
tion of atmosphere is scrapulously recorded." 

What iounediately follows, is unworthy of 
M. Licquet ; because it not only implies a 
charge of a heinous description — accusing me 
of an insidious intrusion into domestic circles, 
a violation of confidence, and a systematic de- 
rision of persons and things — ^but because the 
French translator, exercising that sense and 
shrewdness which usually distinguish him, 
MUST have known that such a charge couLd 
not have been founded in fact. He must have 
known that any gentleman, leaving England 
^th those letters which brought me in con- 
tact with. some of the first circles on the Con- 
tinent, MUST have left it without leaving his 
character behind him ; and that such a cha- 
racter could not, in the natural order of things 
— seen even through the sensitive medium of a 
French ciitic — have been guilty of the gross- 
ness and improprieties imputed to me by M. 
Licquet. I treat therefore this " damnation in 
wholesale* with scorn and contempt: and 
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hasten to impress the reader with a more fa- 
▼onrable opinion of my Norman translator. 
He will have it that 

" the English Traveller's imagination is lively and ardent 
— and his spirit, that of raillery and lightness. He examines 
as he runs along ; that is to say, he does not give himself 
time to examine; he examines ill; he deceives himself; 
and he suljects his readers to he deceived with him. He 
traverses, at a hard trot, one of the inost andent towns in 
Wanoe; puts his head out of his carriage window-^andhoUly 
decides that the town is of thetimeof Erands L*' !* p.xviij. 

There is pleasantry, and perhaps some little 

truth, in this vein of observation ; and it had 
been better, perhaps, for the credit of the good 
taste and gentleman-like feeling of Mons. Lie- 
quet, if he had uniformly maintained his cha- 
racter in these respects. I have however, in 
the subsequent pages,^ occasionally grappled 
with my annotator in proving the fiedlacy, or 
the want of charity, of many of his animadver- 
sions: and the reader probably may not be 

* M. Licquet goes on to afford an exempUficataon of 
this precipttanGy of conjecture, m my having construed the 
word dUmagne'^ village near to Caen— hy that of Ger^ 
flUMiy. I refer the reader to p. 168 post^ to shew witii what 
perlbct frankness I have adndtted and corrected this " h^ppo'* 
fotamos' error, 

t More especially at pages IQO, 367* 
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displeased, by way.of ^^avant ptapoB^' Lixi'* 
dnlge him here with a specimen of them — » 
taken from bis preface. M. licquet says, that 
I ^'create scenes; arrange a drama; trace 
characters ; imagine a dialogue^ frequently in 
French — and in what French — ^gracious God I 
~in assigning to postilions a ridiculous lan- 
guage^ and to men of the world the language 
of postilions." These be sharp woihIs:^ bnt 
what does the Reader imagine may be the pro- 
bable result** of the English- TiaYeller*s inad- 
vertencies ? . . . A result, (" gracious Heaven !") 
very little anticipated by the author. Let him 
ponder well upon the awful language which 
ensues. What (says M. Licquet) will quickly 
be the result^ with us, of such indiscretions 
as those of which M. Dibdin is guilty ? The 
necessity of shuttino our ports^ or at least 
of placing a guard upon our lips T There is 

* " Sharp" as they may be, they are softened, in some 
measure, by the admission of my bitterest annotator, M, 
Crapelet, that " I speak and understand the French language 
vrtHL" vol. iL p. 253. It ia painful and unusual with me to 
have recourae to such apparently self^eomidiiiieiitary lan- 
guage but when an adversary drives one into a comer, 
and win not allow of fidr space and fhir play, one nniat fight 
with feet as well as with hands . . manibus pedihusque". . . 
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some consolation however lelt for me, in ba- 
lancing this tremendous denunciation by M. 
Licquet*s eulogy of my good qualities — wliich 
a natural diffidence impels me to quote in the 
original words of their author. 

" A Dieu ne plaise, toutefois, que j 'accuse id lb c<bub de 
M. Dibdin. Je n'ai jamais €a Vhonneur de le voir : je ne le 
connais que par ses ecrits ; principaleraent pur sou Splendid 
Tour, ct je ne biilaiue pus h. declarer que I'auteur doit t^tre 
dou^ d'une ame honn^te, et de ces qualites fondameotules 
qui constitaeiit rhomme de bien. 11 pr^re sa croyance 
mais il respecte la croyance des autres i son Erudition peiait 
. . . vari^ Son amour pour les antiq[uit^ est inunenge $ 
et par antiquit^s j'entends id tout ce qui est an^que ou seule- 
ment ancien, quellesque soient d*ail]€ur8 la nature et la 
forme des objets." Pref. p. xv. xvij. 

Once more; and to conclude with M. Licquet. 

After these general observations upon the Text 
of the Tour^ M. Licquet favoui-s us with the 
following — upon the Plates, " These plates 
(says he) are intended to represent some of the 
prindpal monuments^ the most beautiful land- 
scapes^ and the most remarkable persons^ com- 
prehending even the servants of an inn. If 
talent be sought in these Engravings^ it will 

* This hiatus mubt not be filled by the Author : 
baud equidem tali me dignor bonore." 
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doubtless be found in tbem; but strangers 
must not seek for fidelity of representation 
from what is before their eyes. The greater 
number of the Designs are, in some sort, ideal 
compositions, which, by resembling- every thing, 
resemble nothing in particular : and it is worthy 
of remark that the Artist, in imitation of the 
Author, seems to have thought that he had 
only to shew himself clever, without troubling 
himself to be faifhfuV To this, I reply in the 
very words of M. Licquet himself: 'Hhe deci- 
sion is severe ; luckily it is unjust." The only 
portions of the designs of their skilful author, 
which may be taxed with a tendency to ex- 
travagance, are the groups : which, when ac- 
companied by views of landscapes, or of monu- 
ments, are probably too profusely indulged in ; 
but the individuals, constituting those groups, 
belong precisely to the cmmtry in which they 
are represented. In the first and second vo- 
lumes they are ¥reach ; in the third they are 
Germans — all over. Will M. Licquet pretend to 
say that the churches^ monasteries, streets, and 
buildings, with which the previous Edition of 
this Tour is so elaborately embellished, have 
the slightest tendency to imagined scenery ? 
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If he do^ his optics must be peculiarly his 
own. I have, in a subsequent page, (p. 34, 
note) slightly alluded to the cost and risk at* 
tendant on the Plates ; but I may confidently 
affirm^ from experience, tliat two thirds of 
the expense incurred would have secured the 
same sale at the same price. Howeveir, the 
die is cast; and the voice of lamentation is 
fruitless. 

I now come to the consideration of M. Licv 
quet's coadjutor, M. Crapblbt. Although the 
line of conduct pursued by that very singular 
gentleman, be of an infinitely more crooked 
description than that of his Predecessor, yet, in 
this place, I shall observe less respecting it ; 
inasmuch as, in the subsequent pages, (pp. 209, 
245, 253, 400, ^c.) the version and annotations 
of M. Crapelet have been somewhat minutely 
discussed. Upon the spirit which could give 
rise to such a version, and such annotations, I 
will here only observe, that it very much resem- 
bles that of searchers of our street-pavements; 
who, with long nails, scrape out the dirt from 
the interstices of the stones, with the hope of 
making a discovery of some lost treasure which 
may compensate the toil of perseverance. The 
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love of lucre may^ or may not^ have inflaenced 

my Parisian translator ; but the love of disco- 
very of latent efror^ and of exposure of venial 
transgression^ has undoubtedly, from be^n- 
ning to end^ excited his zeal and perseverance* 
That carping spirit^ which shuts its eyes upon 
what is liberal and kind^ and withholds its 
assent to what is honourable and just, it is the 
distinguished lot — and, perhaps, as the trans- 
lator may imagine, the distinguished felicity 
— of M. Crapelet to possess. Never was greater 
reluctance displayed in admitting even the 
palpahle truths of a text^ than what is displayed 
in the notes of M. Crapelet : and whenever a 
concurring sentiment comes from him, it seems 
to exude like his heart's life-blood. Having 
already answered, in detail, his separate pub- 
lication confined to my SOth Letter* — (the 8th 
of the second volume, in this edition) and hav- 
ing replied to those animadversions which ap- 
pear in his translation of the whole of the 
second volume, in this edition — ^it remains here 
only to consign the Translator to the careful 
and impartial consideration of the Reader^ 

« See vol. ii. p. 910-11. 



Digitized by Google 



FRSFACB. 



I 



who, it is requested^ may be umpire betweeir 
both parties. Not to admit that the text of this 
Edition is in many places improved, from the 
suggestions of my Translators^ by corrections 
of "Names of Persons, Places, and Things," 
' would be to betray a stubbornness or obtuseness 
of feeling which certainly does not enter into * 
the composition of its author. 

I now turn, not without some little anxiety, 
yet not wholly divested of the hope of a favour- 
able issue, to the character and object of the 
Edition here presented to the Public. It will 
be evident, at hrst glance, that it is greatly 
shorn of its beams** in regard to graphic de- 
corations and typographical splendour. Yet 
its garb, if less costly, is not made of coarse 
materials : for it has J>een the wish and aim of 
the Publishers, that this impression should rank 
among books worthy of the distinguished 
PRESS from which it issues. Nor is it uuadoraed 
by the sister art of Engravhtg ; for, although 
on a reduced scale, some of the repeated plates 
may even dispute the palm of superiority with 
their predecessors. Several of the Groups, 
executed on copper in the preceding edition^ 
have been executed on wood in the present ; 
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and it is for the leariied in these matters to 

decide upon their relative merits. To have 
attempted portraits upon wood^ would have 
inevitably led to fmlure. There are however a 
few NEW PLATES^ wbich cannot fail to elicit the 
Purchaser's particular attention. Of these, the 
portraits of the Abbd de la Rue (pvocured through 
the kind offices of my excellent friend Mr. 
Douce), and the Comte de Brienne^ the Gold 
Medal of Louis XIL the Stone Pulpit of Stras^ 
hourg Cathedral^ and the Prater near Fietma— 
are particularly to be noticed.^ This Edition has 
* also another attraction, rather popular in the 
present day, which may add to its recommenda- 
tion even with those possessed of its precursor. 
It contains fac-similes of the Autographs of 
several distinguished Literati and Artists upon 
the Continent who^ looking at the text of the 

* See vol. i. p. 186, vol. ii. pp. 49, 296, 392. The other 
fresh plates arc. Portrait of the Author, frontispiece j Bird's- 
eye views of the Monasteries of St. Peter's, Salzburg, and of 
Molk : vol. iii. pp. 195, 248, 381, Black Eagle Inn, Munich, 
p. 166. But the Reader iviU be pleased to exnmiiift the Liit 
ofTlaUt prefixed — in a pieoeditig ]Mige. 

t Among these distiiigiiiBhed Utend, I here enrol with 
peculiar satisfaction the names of the Marquis de Cha* 
TEAUGiBON and MoQS. DuBAND Dir^ JLancon. No opportu- 
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work through a less jaundiced medium than 

the Parisian translator^ have continued a cor- 
respondence with the Author, upon the most 
friendly terms, since its publication. The accu- 
racy of these fitc-similes must be admitted, even 
by the parties themselyes, to be indisputable. 
Among them, are several, executed by hands • • 
which now cbasb to guide the pen ! I had long 
and fondly hoped to have been gratified by in- 
crearing testimonies of the warmth of heart 
which had directed several of the pens in ques- 
tion — ^hoped . • . even against the admonition of 
a pagan poet . . . 

" Vite summa brevis spbx nos vetat incboare lonoam." 

But such hopes are now irretrievably cut off ; 
and the remembrance of the past must solace 
the anticipations of the future. 

So much respecting the decorative depart- 
ment of this new edition of the Tour. I have 

nity having occurred in the subsequent pages to incorporate 
fac-similes of the Autographs of these distinguished BibUO' 
philes, they are annexed in the present place. 
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HOW" to request the Reader's attentibn to a few 

points more immediately connected with what 
may be considered its tnlrttmc worth. In the 
first place, it may be pronounced to be an Edi- 
tion both abridged and enlarged i abridged^ as 
regai*ds the lengithitiass of d^Kniptioh of Ihany 
of the MSS. and Printed Books — and enlarged, 
as respects the addition of many notes ; partly 
of a controvei'sial, and partly of an obituary, 
description. Ihe ^ Antiquarian and Pictu- 
resque" portions remain nearly as heretofore ; 
and upon the whole I doubt whether the ampu- 
tation of matter has extended beyond an eighth 
of what appeared in the previous edition. It 
had long ago been suggested to me — from a 
quarter too high and respectable to doubt the 
wisdom of its dedsion-^hat the Contents of 
this Tour should be made known to the Public 
through a less costly medium that the ob- 
jects described in it were, in a measure, new 
and interesting — but that the high price of the 
purchase rendered it, to themajority of Readers^ 
an inaccessible publication. I hope that these 
objectidns are fiilly met, and successfully set 
aside, by the Work in its present fokm. 
To have produced it, wholly divested of orna- 
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ment, would have been as foreign to my habits 
as repugnant to my feelings. I have therefore^ 
as I would willingly conclude, bit upon the 
happy medium— between sterility and excess 
of decoration. 

After all, the greater part of the ground here 
trodden, yet continues to be untrodden ground 
to the public. I am not acquainted with any 
publication which embraces all the objects here 
described; nor can I bring myself to think 
that a perusal of the first and third volumes 
may not be unattended with gratification of a 
peculiar description, to the lovers of antiquities 
and picturesque beauties. The second volume 
is rather the exclusive province of the Biblio- 
grapher. In retracing the steps here marked 
out, I will not be hypocrite enough to dissemble 
a sort of triumphant feeling which accompanies 
a retrospection of the time, labour, and money 
devoted. .in doing justice, according to my 
means, to the attractions and worth of the 
Countries which these pages describe. Every 
such effort is, in its way, a national effort. 
Every such attempt unites, in stronger bonds^ 
the reciprocities of a generous feeling between 
rival Nations ; and if my reward has not been 
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in wealih^ it has been in the hearty commenda- 

tion of the enlightened and the good : " Mea 
me virtute involvo."* 

I cannot boast of the commendatory strains 
of public Journals in my own country. No in- 
tellectual steam-engine has been put in motion 
to manufacture a review of unqualified appro- 
bation of the Work now submitted to the 
public eye — at an expense, commensurate with 
the ordinary means of purchase. With the 
exception of an indirect and laudatory notice 
of it, in the immortal pages of the Author of 
Waverley, of the Sketch book, and of Reginald 
Dalton, this Tour has had to fight its way under 
the splendour of its own banners, and in the 
strength of its own cause. The previous Edition 
is now a scarce and a costly book. Its Succes- 
sor has enough to recommend it, even to the 

* It is more than a negatiye ponsolation to me^ to have 
liFed to see the day, that^ although comparatively impove- 
rished, othen have been enriched by my labours. When I 

noticed a complete set of my lu«ubrations on large papek, 
valued at 250/. in a bookseller's catalogue, (Mr. Pickering's) 
and afterwards learnt that this set had found a Purchaser, I 
had reason to think that I had deserved well" of the Litera- 
tureof my country : and I resolved to live ''milii carior" in 
consequence. 
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most, fastidious collector^ from the elegaace o( 
its type and decorations, and from the reason-r 
ableness of its price ; but the highest ambition 
of its author is, chat it may, be. a. part of the 
furniture of every Circulating Library in the 
Ivingdom. If he were not conscious that Q009 
would result from its perusal, he would not 
venture upon such an avowaL Felix Faus- 
TUMQUB .Sit T 
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The Notes peculiar to thm Edition are dis- 
tinguished by being inserted between brackets ; as 
thus:— [ ] 

*»* The Index is placed at the end of the First 
Volume^ for the purpose of equalising the size of 
the y ohtmes. 
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PASSAGE TO DIEPPE. 

Dieppe, AprU 20« 1818. 

At length then, my dear Friend, the long projected 
Bibliographical, Antiquarian,* and Picturesque 
Tour** is carried into execution ; and the Tourist is 
safely landed on the shores of Ndrinandy. " Vous 
voila done, Monsieur a Dieppe !" — exclaimed the land- 
lord of the Grand Hotel d'Angleterre — as I made my 
way through a yociferating crowd of old and young, of 
botii sexesy *wiA cards of addresses in their hands, 

* [Mods. Licquet, my tranalator, tlunks, that in using the 
word " jiiUiqumre'*'^9a appears in the previous edition of this 
w€irk, inoorporated in tlie gallidsed sentence of " Vcffoge 
BibUographique Antiquaire, &c.''— I have committed an eiror} 
as the ynoA** AfehMogique** ought, in his opimon, to have 
been adopted « and he supposes that he best cocpresses my 
meaning by its adoption. Such a correction may be better 
French} but Arehssological" is not exactly what is usually 
meaat-^ our language— by Aatiquariun."] 

VOL. I. B 
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entreating me to take up my abode at their respective 

hotels But I know your love of method, and that 

you will be angry with me if I do not begin at the 
beginmng- 

It was surely on one of the finest of all fine days that 
I left my home, on the 14*th of this present month, 
for the land of cattilesy chwches, and ancient chiTafary. 
The wind from the south-east was blowing pretty 
smartly at the time ; but the sky was without a cloud, 
and I could not but look upon the brilliancy of every 
external object as a &vourable omen of the prc^^ress 
and termination of my tour. Adverse winds, or the 
indolence or imwillingness of the Captain, detained us 
at Brighton two whole days^instead of sailing^ as we 
were led to expect, on (he day following our arriral. 
We were to form the first ship's company which had 
▼isited France this season. On approaching our gal- 
lant litlle barky the AioMwy,* commanded by Captain 
Blaber, the anchor was weighed, and hoisting sail, 
we stood out to sea. The day began to improve upon 
OS. The gloomy appearances of the morning gradually 
brightened up. A host of black clouds rolled heavily 
away. The sun at length shone in his full meridian 

* This smart little vsnel, of about 70 tons burdeo, ooBsiderad 
to be the fastest sailing packet from Dieppe, survived our voyage 
only about eigbteen months. Her end had nearly proved fatal 
to every sonl on board of her. In adark nigbt»ia tbe month of 
September, when bound for Dieppe, she was struck by a heavy 
London brig. The crew was with difficulty saved— and the veaael 
went down within about twenty-fife minutes after tbe sbodL. 
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splendour, and the ocean sparkled as we cut through 
its emerald waves* As I supposed us to near the 
French coast, I strained my ^ea to ohtafai an early 
glimpse of something in the shape of cliff or jettie* 
But the wind continued determinedly in the south, 
east : the warn rose in larger masses; and our little 
vessel threw up a heavy diower of foamaa we entered 
on the various tacks. 

It is a grand sight — that vast, and apparently in- 
terminable oeean^ 

maria uncUque et undique coelum ! 

We darted from Beechy Head upon a long tack for 
the Frendk coast; and as the sun declined, we found 
it most prudent to put the Captam's advice, of going 
below, into execution. Then commenced all the 
miseries^-of the voyage. The moon had begun to 
assert her ascendant, when, racked with torture and 
pain in our respective berths, a tremendous surge 
washed completely over the deck, sHy-light, and bin- 
nacle: and down came, in consequence, drenched 
with ihe briny wave, the hardiest of our crew, who, 
till then, had ventured tp linger upon deck. That 
crew was various ; and not without a few of the nativea 
of those shores which we were about to visit* 

To cut short my ship-narrative, suffice it only 
farther to say, that, towards midnight, we beard our 
Captain exclaim that he saw the lights of Dieppe** — 
a joyful sound to us miserable wretches below* I weU 
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remember, at this moment, looking up towards the 
deck with a cheerless eye, and perceiving the light of 
ihe moon still lingering upon tUe main-sail^-— but I shall 
never forget how much' more powerfully my sensations 
were excited, when, as the dawn of day made objects 
visible^ I looked up^ and saw an old wrinkle-visaged 
sailor, with a red night cap on/, begirt with large blue, 
puckered, short petticoats — in possession of the hehn 
—about to steer the vessel into harbour ! ♦ 

About seven we were all upon deck. The sea was 
yet swoln and agitated, and of a dingy colour: while 

• • . • heavily with clouds came on the day, 

as we slowly approached the outward harbour of 
Dieppe. A grey morning with drizzling rain, is not 

the best accompaniment of a first visit to a foreign 
shore. Nevertheless every thing was new, and strange, 
and striking; and the huge crudfiz, to the righ^ did 
not fail to make a very forcible impression. < As we 
approached the inner harbour, the shipping and the 
buildings more distinctly presented themselves. The 
harbour is large, and the vessels are entirely mercan- 
tile, with jft plentiful sprinkling of fishing smacks : but 
the manner in which the latter harmonized with the 
tint and structure of the houses — the bustle upon 
shore—the casks, deal planks, ropes, and goods of 
every description upon the quays, — all formed a most 

* The EngUsh are not permittecl to bring their own vessels 
into harbour— for obvious leasons. 
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animated and interes^g scene. The population seemed 
countless, and chiefly females; whose high caps and 
enonnous ear-ringSi with the rest of their parapher- 
nalia, half persuaded me that instead of bdng some few 
twenty-five leagues only from our own white cliffs, I 
had in fact dropt upon the Antipodes ! What a scene 
(said I to my companion) for our Calcott to depict I * 
It was a fuU hour before we landed— Hsuiluted, and 
even assailed on all sides, with entreaties to come to 
certain hotels. We were not long however in fixing 
our residence at the Hotel tPAngleierre, of which the 
worthy Mons. De La Ruef is the landlord. 

* [Tlus " scene*' has been, in foct^ subsequently depicted by 
the masterly pencil of J. M. W. Tubnib^ Esq. R. A : and the pic- 
tore, in wldch almost all the powers of Hiat suipririag Artist are 
concentrated, was btdy oibnd for sale by pubUe anetion. How 
it was suffered to be iwgkt in for three hundred and eighty ^ui-. 
neas« is at once a riddle and a reproach to public taste.] 

t [I learn that he is since deciased. Thus the very first 
chapter of this second edition has to record an instance of the 
casualties and mutabilities which the short space of ten years has 
elfected. Mons. De la Rue was a man of worth and of virtue.] 



6 



DIEFFB. 



LETTER 11. 

DIEPPE. FISHERIES. STREETS. CHURCHES OF ST. JAQVES 
AND ST. KSmr. DIVINE WORSHIP. UILITAKY MASS. 

The town of Dieppe contains a population of about 

twenty-thousand souls,* Of these, by much the greater 
stationary part are females } arising from one third 
at least of the males bdng constantly engaged in tho 
FISHERIES. As these fisheries are the main support 
of the inhabitants, it is right that you should know 
something about them. The herring fishery takes 
place twice a year: in August and October. The 
August fishery is carried on along the shores of Eng- 
land and the North. From sixty to eighty vessels, of 
firom twenty-five to thirty tons burthen each* with about 
fifteen men in each Tcssel, are usually employed. They 
are freighted with salt and empty barrels, for seasoning 
and stowing the fish, and they return about the end of 

• [Mona. Licquet says that there were about 17,000 souls in ^ 
1824 ; so that the above number may be that of the amount of its 
present population. " Several changes (says my French trans- 
lator) have taken place at Dieppe since I saw it; among the 
rest, there is a magnificent establishment of baths, where a 
crowd of people, of the first distinction, every year resort. Her 
Royal Highness, tlieDttchesse de Berri, may be numbered among 
these Visitors.] 
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October. The herrings caught in August are con- 
siderably preferable to those caught in October. The 
October fishery is carried on with smaller vesselsi along 
the coast of France from Boulogne to Havre. From 
one hundred and twenty, to one hundred and thirty 
vesselsy are engaged in this latter navigation ; and the 
fishy which is smaller^ and of inferior flavour to lihat 
caught upon the English coasts, is sent almost entirely 
to the provinces and to Paris« where it is eaten fresh* 
So much for the heiring.* 

The Maekarei firiiery usually commences towards 
the month of July, along the coast of Picardy; be- 
cause, being a sort of fish of passage, it gets into the 
channel in the month of ApriL It then moves towards 
the straits of Dover, as summer approadies. For this 
fishery they make use of large decked-vessels, from 
twenty to fifty tons burthen, manned with from twelve 
to twenty men* There are however Dieppe boats enn 
ployed in this fishery which go as far as the Scilly 
Islands and Ushant, towards the middle of ApriL 
They carry with them the salt requisite to season the 
fishy which are afterwards sent to Paris, and to die 
provinces in the interior of France. The cod fishery 
is. divided into the fresh and dried fish. The former 
contumes fixnn tlie beginning of February to the end 
of April— «nd ^ vessels employed, which go as fiir as 
Newfoundland, are two deckers^ and from one hundred 

* [The common people to tiiis day caUaAcrrli^^, a efM^ 
Dieppe. LiCQviT*] 
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to . one hundred and fifty tons burttienr-^thougli> in 

fact, they rarely carry more than fifteen tons for fear 
of spoiling the fish. The dried-cod fishery is carried 
on in vessels of all sizes ; but it is essential that they 
be of a certain depth, because the fish is more cum- 
bersome than weighty. The vessels however usually 
set sail about the month of March or April, in order 
that they may have the advantage of the. sununer 
season, to dry the fish. There are vessels which go to 
Newfoundland laden with brandy, flour, beans, treacle, 
linen and woollen dothsy which they dispose of to the 
inhabitants of the French colonies in exchange for 
dried cod. This latter species of commerce may be 
carried on in the sununer months— as late as July« 

In the common markets for retail trade, they are 
not very nice in the quality or condition of their fish ; 
and enormous conger eels, which would be instantly 
rejected by the middHng, or even lower classes in 
England, are, at Dieppe, bought with avidity and re- 
hshed with glee. A few francs will procure a dish of 
fish large enough for a dozen people. The quays are 
constantly crowded, but there seems to be more of 
bustle than of business. The town is ceirtainly pic- 
turesque, notwithstanding the houses are very little 
more than a century old, and the streets are formal 
and comparatively, wide. Indeed it should seem that 
the houses were built expressly for Noblemen and 
Gentlemen, although they are inliabited by tradesmen, 
mechanics, and artiasans^ in apparently very indifferent 



Digitized 



DIEPPE. 9 

circumstances. I scarcely saw six private houses which 
could be called elegant^ and not a genUeman's carriage 
has been yet noticed in the streets. But if the DieppoU 
are not rich, they seem happy, and are in a constant 
state of occupation. A woman sells her wares in an 
open shop, or in an insulated booth, and sits without 
her bonnet (as indeed do all the tradesmen's wiyes), 
and works or sings as humour sways her. A man sells 
gingerbread in an open shed, and in the intervals of 
his customer's coming, reads some popular history or 
romance. Most of the upper windows are wholly des- 
titute of glass ; but are smothered with clothes, rags, 
and wall flowers. The fragrance emitted from these 
flowers affords no unpleasing antidote to odors of a 
yery different description ; and here we begin to haye. 
a too convincing proof of the general character of the 
country in regard to the want of cleanliness* - A little 
.good sense, or rather a better-regulated police^ would 
speedily get rid of such nuisances. The want of public 
sewers is another great and grievous cause of smells of 
every description. At Dieppe there are fountains ui 
abundance ; and if some of the limpid streams, which 
issue from them, were directed to cleansing the streets, 
(which are excellently well paved) the effect would be 
both more salubrious and pleasant — especially to the 
sensitive organs of Englishmen, 

We had hardly concluded our breakfasts, when a 
loud and clattering sound was heard ; and down came, 
in a heavy trot, with sundry ear-piercing crackings of 
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die whip, the thundernig DiUgenee : large, lofty, and 
of most unwieldy dimensions : of a structure, too, 
Btrong enough to carry a half score of elephants. The 
postilion b an anhnal perfectly nA generis: gay, alert, 
and living upon the best possible terms with himself. 
He wears the royal livery, red and blue ; with a plate 
of the fleur de lis upon fab left arm. His hair is tied 
behind, in a thick, short, tightly fastened quene: witii 
powder and pomatum enough to weather a whole win- 
ter's storm and tempest.* As he never rises in his 
8tirrap8,f I leave you to judge of the mercilesB efiects 
of this ever4>eating club upon the texture of his jacket. 
He is however fond of his horses : is well known by 
them ; and there is all flourish and noise, and no sort 
of crudity^ in his treatment' of them. His spurs are 
of tremendous dimensions ; such as we see sticking 
to the heels of knights in illuminated Mss. of the 
xvth century. He has nothing to do with the pon- 
derous machine behind him* He sits upon the near 
of the two wheel horses, with three horses before 
him. His turnings are all adroitly and correctly made ; 
and, upon the whole, he is a clever fellow in the ez« 
ercise of his oflice. 

You ought to know, that, formerly, this town was 
greatly celebrated for its manufactures in Ivory ; but 

* [" Sterne leptoaditB the French for their hyperbolical laii- 
goage : the air of the country had probably some influence on 
M. Dibdin when he adopted this phrase." Licqubt.] 

t [" Signifying, that the Fkendi postlUons do not ride like 
the Englidi." Licqubt.J 
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the present aspect of the ivory^nuurket afibrds only a 

faint notion of what it might have been in the six- 
teenth and seyenteenth centuiea, I piuehased a hw 
anbordinate artides (chiefly of a xeligioin diaxacter) 
and which I shall preserve rather as a matter of evi- 
dence than of admiration. There is yet bowerer a 
considerable manu&cture oi4kread laee$ and between 
three and four thousand females are supposed to earn 
a comfortable livelihood by it.* 

My love of ecclesiastical architecture quickly in- 
duced me to visit the gbvbchbs ; and I set ont with 
two English gentlemen to pay our respects to the 
principal churchy St. Jaqu£S. As we entered it,, a 
general £^oom prerailed, and a sort of premature ewor 
ing came on ; while clatter of the sabots was su£> 
ficiently audible along the aisles. In making the circuit 
of the side chapels, an unusual light proceeded from 
a sort of grated door way. We approached, and 
witnessed a sight which could not fiul to riret our at- 
tention. In what seemed to be an excavated interior, 
were several figuresy cut in stone, and coloured afler 
lahf (of wfaidi they were the siie) representing the 
Three Maries, St, John, and Joseph of Arimaihea • . 
in the act of entombing Christ : the figure of our 
Saviour being half sunk into the tomb. The whole 

• [" Dieppe for a long time was the rival of Argentan and 
Caen in the lace-manufactory : at the present day, this branch 
of commence is almost annihilated there.''-*LicQUET.] 
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was partially illtttniiiated by some two dosen of shabby 

and nearly consumed tallow candles ; affording a strik- 
ing contrast to the increasing darkness of the nave 
and the side aisles* We retired, mdre and more strock 
with the novelty of every object around' us, to our 
supper and beds, which were excellent; and a good 
night's rest made me io>%get the miseries of the pre« 
ceding eyening. 

The next morning, being Sunday, we betook our- 
selves in good time to the service of St. Jaques :* 
but on our way thither, we saw a waxen figure of 
Christ (usually called an Ecee' Homo") enclosed 
within a box, of which the doors were opened. The 
figure and box are the property of the man who plays 
on a violin, dose to the box ; and who is selling little 
mass books, supposed to be rendered more 'saeired by 
having been passed across the feet and hands of the 
waxen Christ. Such a mongrel occupation, and such s 

* [In a note attached to the previous etfition— I have said, 
" Here also, as well as at Rouen, they will have it that the 
English built the Churches/' Upon whiich M. Licquet remarks 
thus : M. Dibdin's expression conveys too general an idea. It 
is true that popular opinion attributes the erection of our gothic 
edifices to the English : but there exists awoM^r opinion, which 
is not deceptive upon this subject.** What is meant to be here 
conveyed ? Either the popular opinion is true or false ; and it is 
a matter of perfect indifference to the author whether it be one or 
the other. For Mons. Licqaet*s comfort, I will fireely a?ow that 
I believe it to he/alteJi 
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motley groupj must strike you with astonishment— as a 
Sunday monuiig^s recreation. 




By half past ten the congregation had assembled 
within tiie Church; and every side-chapel (I think 
about twelve in number) began to be filled by the 
penitent flocks : each bringing, or hiring, a rush- 
bottomed chair — ^witii which the churches are pretty 
liberally furnished, and of which the Tarif (or tierms of 
hire) is pasted upon the walls. There were, I am quite 
sure, full eighteen women to one man: which may in 
part be accounted for, by the almost uniform absence 
of a third of the male population occupied in the 
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fisheries. I think there could not have been ^efww' 
than two thousand souls present; But what struck 
me as the most ludicrously solemn ihing I had ever 
beheld^ was a huge tall figure^ dressed like a drum- 
major, with a large cocked hat and three white plumes, 
(the only covered male figure in the congregation,) a 
broad white sash upon a complete suit of red, indud- 
mg red stockings ; — representing what in our country 
is called a Beadle, He was a sturdy, grim-looking 
fellow ; bearing an halberd in his right hand, which he 
wielded with a sort of pompous swing, infusing terror 
into the yoiuig, and commanding the admiration of the 
old. I must not, however, omit to inform you, that 
half the service was scarcely performed when the 
preacher mounted a pulpit, with a black cap on, and 
read a short sermon from a printed book. I shall long 
have a distinct recollection of the figure and attitude 
of the Verger who attended the preacher. He fol- 
lowed him to the pulpit, fastened the door, became 
stationary, and rested his left arm over the railings of 
the stairs. Anon> he took out his snuflf-box with his 
right hand, and regaled himself with a pinch of snuff 
in the most joyous and comfortably-abstracted manner 
imaginable. There he remained till the conclusion of 
the discourse ; not one word of which seemed to afford 
him- half the satbfaction as did the contents of his 

MtUlary Mass was performed about an hour after, 
at the church of St* Rsmy, whither I strolled quietlyt 
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to witness the devotion of the congregation previous 
to the entry of the soldiers; and I will not dissemble 
bdng much struck and gratified by what I saw. 
There was more shnpUcity: a smaller congregation: 
softer music: a lower-toned organ; less rush of people ; 
and in very many of the flock the most intense iimd 
im^Mgned expression of piety. At the elevation of the 
host, from the end of the choir, (near whicli was sus- 
pended a white flag with the portrait of the present 
King* upon it) a bell was rung from the tower of the 
church ; the sound, below, was soft and silver-toned 
— accompanied by rather a quick movement on the 
organ, upon the diapason stop; which, united with 
the rilence and prostration of the congregation, might 
have commanded the reverence of the most profkne. 

There is nothing, my dear friend, more gratifying, 
in a foreign land, than the general appearance oi 
earnestness of devotion on a. sabbath day ; espe- 
cially within the house op God. However, I quickly 
heard the clangor of the trumpet, the beat of drums, 
the measured tramp of human feet, and up marched 
two or three troops of the national guard to perform 
military mass. I retired precipitately to the Inn, being 
well pleased to have escaped this strange and distract- 
ing sight : so little in harmony with the rites and cere- 
monies of our own church, and in truth so litde ac- 
cordant with the service which I had just beheld. 

• [Louis XVIII.} 
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LETTER in. 

VILLAGE AND CASTLE OP ARQUES. SABBATH AlIUSB- 
MENTS. MANNERS AND CUSTOMS. BOULEVARDS. 

As I had received especial injunctions from our 
friend P * ♦ * not to leave Dieppe without paying a 
visit to the &mou8 Chateau cT Arques,* in its neigh- 
bourhood^ I resolved to seise the opportunity of a 

♦ The French Antiquaries have pushed the antiquity of this 
castle to the Uth century, supposing it to have been built by 
ff 'i/iiam d^drquex^ Count of Tallon, son of the second marriage 
of Richard Duke of Normandy. I make no doubt, that, when- 
ever built, the sea ahnost washed its base : for it is known to 
have occupied the whole of what is called the Falley of j4rf/u(js, 
running- as far as Boutnlles. Its position, in reference to the 
art of war, nnist have l)een almost impregnable. Other hypo- 
theses assign its origin to the ninth or tenth century. When- 
ever built, its history has been fertile in sieges. In 1 144, it 
commanded by a Flemish Monk, who preferred th(; spear 
to the crosier, but who perished by an arrow in the contest. Of 
its history, up to the sixteenth century, I am not able to give 
any details ; but in the wars of Henry IV. with the League, in 
1589, it was taken by surprise by soldiers in the disguise of 
sailors : who, killing the ccntiuels, quickly made themselves 
masters of the place. Henry caused it afterwards to be dis- 
mantled. In the first half of the eighteenth century it received 
very severe treatment from pillage, for the purpose of erecting 
public and private buildings at Dieppe. At present (in the 
language of the author of the Houen Itinerary) it is the abode 
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tolerably fair, or rather gray-looking day^ to go and 
pay due homage to those venerable remains of anti- 
quity. The road thither is completely mral : apple- 
trees, just beginning to burst their blossoms; hamlets, 
small farm-houses : a profusion of rich herbage of 
various kinds— delighted and regaled me as I pur- 
sued my tranquil walk. The country is of a gently- 
undulating character ; but the flats or meadows, be- 
tween the parallel ranges of hills, are subject to constant 
inundation from the sea ; and in an agricultural point 
of view are consequently of little use, except for sum- 
mer grazing of the cattle. 

It was drawing on to vespers as I approached the 
ViUage of Arquet* The old castle had frequendy 
peeped out upon me, in my way thither, from its 
elevated situation j but being resolved to see " all 
that could be seen,** a French village, for the first time, 
was not to be overlooked. For a country church, I 
know of few finer ones than that of Arques.* 

The site of the castle is admirable. My approach 

of ti]«iioe^a?e wlieii Hutt sileaoe is intemiipted by owls sod 
oilier noctanial biids." The view of it in Mr. Cotman's work is 
very iaitbfuL 

• The limMre de Rouen^ 1816, p. 202, says, absurdly, that 
this diurch is of the xith century. It is perhaps with more 
truth of the begioaing of the znrth century. A pleasing -new of 
it Is in Mr. Dawson Turner's elegant Tour in Normandy, 1818, 
Svo. 2 iroL It possessed formerly a bust of Henry IV., which is 
supposed to have been plaoed there after the fiunous battle of 
Arques gained by Henry over the Duke of Mayenae hi 1589. 

VOL. I* c 
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was to the western extremity; which> as you look 
dowDj brings the village and church of Arques in the 
hack ground. If the eye were to be considered as a 
correct judge, this venerable pile, composed of hard 
flint-stone^ intermixed with brick, would perhaps claim 
precedence^ on Ihe score of antiquity^ over most of 
the castles of the middle ages. A deep moat, now dry 
pasture land, with a bold acclivity before you, should 
seem to bid defiance, even in times of oldj to the foot 
and the spear of the mvader* There are circular 
towers at the extremities, and a square citadel or don- 
jon within. To the north, a good deal of earth has been 
recently thrown against the bases of the wall. The 
day harmonised admirably witih the venerable ol^ect 
before me. The sunshine lasted but for a minute : 
when afterwards a gloom prevailed, and not a single 
catch of radiant light gilded any portion of the build- 
hig. AH was quet, and of a sombre aspecty-^nd what 
yoUi in your admiration of art, would call in perfectly 
" fine keeping.** 

I descended the hill, bidding a long adieu to this 
veneiable relic of the hardihood of other times, and 
quickened my pace towards Dieppe. In gaining upon 
the town, I began to discern groups of rustics, as well 
as of bourgeoisesy assembling and mingling in the 
dance. The women never think of wearing bonnets, 
and you have little idea how picturesquely the red 
and blue* (the colours of Ra£&eUe*s Madonnas) glanced 

* The blue gown and red petticoat ; or vice versa. 
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backwards and forwards amidst the fruit trees, tcKthe 
sound of the SfnritHstirring violin. The high, sti£^ 
starched cauchoise, with its broad- flappers, gave the 
finishing stroke to the novelty and singularity of the 
ioene; and to their credit be it spokeui the women 
were much more tidily dressed than die men. The 
couples are frequently female, for want of a sufficient 
number of swains ; but, whether correctly or incorrectly 
paired, they dance with earnestness, if not with grace* 
It was a picture k hi Teniers, without its occasional 
grossness. This then, said I to myself, is what I have 
so oflten heard of the sabbath-gambols of the French— 
and long may they enjoy tiiem ! They are surely better 
than the brutal orgies of the pot-house, or the fana- 
tical ravings of the tabernacle.* 

[* I am aaiiofss that tlie above senteaee shenld stand pre- 
dsely as it appsired in the fint edition of this work; becaiue a 
dfouiiBtaiice has aiiteti from it, which could have been as little 
in the antidpation, as it ii in the comprehension, of the author. 
A lady, of high cooneetions, and of respectable character, con- 
edved the passage in question to be somewhat indecorous s or 
revolting to the serious sense entertdned by all Christians, and 
especially by Chbistiait M nnsnaa, of the mode of derotuig 
tbe Sabbath day. In consequence, being hi possession of a copy 
ofthiswoik,shei»mDii>it nitotwo; not bdng wilKng to suHy 
ths splendour of the plates by the supposed hapmity of such a 
passage:— and the prints were accordingly bound APAaT. Tbe 
passage— as applied to the Funcs raoriA— leqidres adther 
eonunentnor qualifications and in the same unaopldsticatedTiew 
of leBfl^ duties* the Met part may be as striedy appUed to the 
E110LISR.3 
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A late plain dinner^ with my favourite vin ordinaire, 
recruited my strength^ and kept me in perfectly good 
humour with Dieppe* 

The deportment of the Dieppois* towards the 
English, is, upon the whole, rather gracious than 
otherwise ; because the town profits by the liberally 
and love of expense of the latter. Yet ihe young 
ones, as soon as they can lisp, are put in training for 
pronouncing the G — d — ; and a few horribly-de- 
fiirmed and importunate beggars are for ever assailing 
ihe doors of the hotels. Biit beggary is nothing like 
so frightful an evil as I had anticipated. The general 
aspect of the town seems to indicate the poverty of 
the inhabitants; their houses being too large to be 
entirely occupied. Bonaparte appears to have been 
anxious about the strengthening of the harbour* ; the 
navigation into which is somewhat difficult and intri- 
cate. The sides of the walls, as you enter, are lofty^ 
steep, and strong ; and rused batteries would render 
any hostile approach extremely hazardous to the as- 
sailants. 

There is no ship-bnflding at Ihis moment going on x 
the ribs of about half a dozen, half rotted, small mer- 
chant-craft, being all that is discernible. But much 
is projected, and much is hoped from such projects* 

* The dress of the sailors is the same as St was in the xivth 
eentury ; and so probably is that of the women. The illumina- 
tions in Eroissard and Mosstrelet .dearly gi?e us the Nonnaa 
caochoise. 
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Dieppe has questionless many local advantages both 
by land and by sea ; yet it will require a long course of 

years to infuse confidence and beget a love of enterprise. 
In spite of all the naval xeal, it is here exhibited 
chiefly as affording means of subsistence from the 
fisheries. I must not however conclude my Dieppe 
journal without telling you that I hunted far and near 
for a good bookseller and for some old books — but 
found nothing worth the search, except a well-printed 
early Rouen Missal, and Terence hy Badiiis Ascensius. 
The booksellers are supplied with books chiefly from 
Rouen } the local press being too insignificant to 
mention* 
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LETTER IV. 

ROUEN. APPROACH. BOULEVARDS. POPULATION. 

STREBT SC£KERY. 

Here I am, my excellent good friend, in the most 
eztraoidinary dfy in the world. One lubs one's eyes, 
and fiincies one is dreaming, upon heing carried through 
the streets of this old-fashioned place: or that, by 
some secret talismanic touchy we are absolutely min- 
gling with human beings, and objects of art, at the 
commencement of the sixteenth century: so very cu- 
rious, and out of the common appearance of things, 
is ahnost every object connected with Roubk. But 
before I commence my obsenrations upon ihe town, I 
must give you a brief sketch of my journey hither. 
We had bespoke our places in the cabriolet of the 
Diligence, which just holds three tolerably comfortable; 
provided there be a disposition to accommodate each 
other. This cabriolet, as you have been often told, is 
a sort of a buggy, or phaeton seat, with a covering of 
leather in the front of the coach. It is fortified with 
a stiff leathern apron, upon the top of which is a 
piece of iron, covered with the leather, to fasten firmly 
by. means of a hook on the perpendicular supporter 
of the bead. There are stiffish leathern curtains on 
each side, to be drawn, if necessary, as a protection 
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against the ndo^ &c. You lean upon the bar^ or top 
of thk leathern apron, which is no very uncomfortable 
resting-place. And thus we took leave of Dieppe^ on 
the 4th day after our amval there. As we were 
seated in the cabriolet^ we could hardly refrain ftom 
loud laughter at the novelty of our situation, and the 
grotesqueness of the conveyance. Our Postilion was 
a rare specimen of his species^ and a per£sctly umque 
copy. He fancied himself, I suppose, rather getting 
" into the vale of years," and had contrived to tinge 
his cheeks with a plentiful portion of rouge.* His 
lotted and powdered hair was surmounted wiili a bat- 
tered black ha^ tricked off with faded ribband : his 
jacket was dark blue velvet, with the insignia of his 
order (the royal arms) upon his lefik arm. What struck 
me as not a little singular, was, that his countenance 
was no very faint resemblance of that of Voltaire, 
when he might have been verging towards his sixtieth 
year* Most assuredly he resembled him in his elon- 
gated dun, and the sarcastic expression of his mouth. 
We rolled merrily along — the horses sometimes spread- 
ingi and sometimes closing, according to the size of the 
streets through which we were compelled to pass. 
The reins and harness are oicord; which, however 

♦ [Mons. Licquet here observes, " This is the first time I 
have heard it said that our Postilions put on rouge.'* Wliat he 
' adds, shall be given in his own pithy expression. — " Oh la co- 
quetterie va-t-elle se nicher ?" What, however is above Stated^ 
was Btated from a anwicium of its being trus 1 
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keep together pretty well. The postilion endeavoun 
to break the rapidity of the descent by conducting the 
wheels over small piles of gravel or rubbish, which are 
laid at the sides of the road^ near the ditch ; so tha^ 
to those sitting in the cabriolet, and overlooking the 
whole process, the eiiect, with weak nerves, is absolutely 
terrific. They stop little in changing horses, and the 
Diligence is certainly well managed, and in general no 
accidents occur. 

The road from Dieppe to Rouen is wide, hard, and 
in excellent condition. There are few or no hedges, 
hut rows of apple-trees afibrd a sufficient line of de- 
markation. The country is open, and gently undu- 
lating; with scarcely any glimpses of what is called 
forest-scenery, till you get towards the conclusion of 
the first stage. Nothing particularly strikes you lill 
you approach Malaunai, witliin about half a dozen 
miles of Rouen, and of course after the last change of 
horses. The environs of this beautiful village repay 
you for every species of disappointment, if any should 
have been experienced. The rising banks of a brisk 
serpentine trout stream are studded with white houses, 
in which are cotton manufactories that appear to be 
carried on with spirit and success. Above these houses 
are hanging woods ; and tliough the early spring would 
scarcely have coated the branches with green in our 
own country, yet here there was a general freshness 
of verdure, intermingled with the ruddy blossom of the 
apple ; altogether rejoicing the eye and delighting the 
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heart OccaaonaUy there were delicious spots, which 
the taste and wealth of an Englishman would have em- 
bellished to every possible degree of advantage. But 
wealthy for the gratification of picturesque taste, is a 
superfluity that will not quickly fall to the lot of the 
l^rench. The Revolution seems to have drained their 
purses, as well as daunted their love of enterprise. 
Along the road-side there were some few houses of 
entertainment ; and we ohsenred the emptied cahriolet 
and stationary voiture, by the side of the gardens, 
where Monsieur and Madame, with their families, 
tripped Hghtly along the vistas, and tittered as John 
Bull saluted them. Moving vehicles, and numerous 
riding and walking groups, increased upon us; and 
every thing announced that we were approaching a 
great andpopuhus eUy. 

The approach to Rouen is indeed magnificent. I 
speak of the immediate approach ; after you reach 
the top of a considerable rise, and are stopped by the 
barriers. You then look down a strait^ broad, and 
strongly paved road, lined with a double row of trees 
on each side. As the foliage was not thickly set, we 
could discern, through the delicately-dothed branches, 
the tapering spire of the Cathedral, and the mora 
picturesque tower of the Abbaye St. Ouen — with 
hanging gardens, and white houses, to the left — co- 
vering a richly cultivated ridge of hiUs, which sink as 
it were into the Baulewrdtf and which is called the 
Faubourg Cauchoise, To the right, through the trees, 
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you see the river Seine (here of no despicable depth 
or breadth) covered with boats and yesseb in motion: 
the Toice of commerce, and the stir of industry, che^ 
ing and animating you as you approach the town. I 
was told that almost every vessel which I saw (some of 
Ihem of two hundred, and even of three hundred tons 
burthen) was filled with brandy and wine. The lamps 
are suspended from the centre of long ropesi across 
the road ; and the whole scene is of a truly novel and 
unposmg character. But how shall I convey to you 
an idea of what I experienced, as, turning to the left, 
and leaving the broader streets which flank the quay, 
I began to enter the pendraUa of this truly antiquated 
town ? What narrow streets, what overhanging houses, 
what bizarre, capricious ornaments ! What a mixture 
of modem with ancient art! What fragments, or 
ralher rums, of old delicately-built Gothic churches 1 
What signs of former and of modem devastation ! 
What fountains, gutters, groups of never-ceasing men, 
women, and children, all gay, all occupied, and all ap- 
parently happy t The Rue de la Groae Hcrloge (so 
called from a huge, clumsy, antiquated clock which 
goes across it) struck me as being not among the least 
angular streets of Rouen. In five minutes I was within 
the court-yard of ihe H6iel Vatei the &vouiite teA' 
dence of the English. 

It was evening when I arrived, in company with 
ifaiee Englishmen. We were soon saluted by the 
laquau de place Hie leech-like hangers-on of every 
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hotel — ^who begged to know if we would wdk upon 
the Boulevards* We consented ; tnmed to the right ; 

and, gradually rising, gained a considerable eminence. 
Again we turned to the rights walking upon a raised 
promenade; while the blossoms of the pear and apple 
trees, wiihm a hundred walled gardens, perfumed the 
air with a delicious fragrance. As we continued our 
route along the Baulevcu'd BeauvaUine, we gained 
one of the most mtexestmg and commanding yiewB 
imaginable of llie city of Rouen — just at that moment 
lighted up by the golden rays of a glorious sun-set 
—which gave a breadth and a mellower tone to the 
shadows upon iSbe Cathedral and the Abbey of St. 
Ouen. The situation of Rouen renders it necessarily 
picturesque, view it from what spot you will. 

The population of Rouen u supposed to be full one 
hundred thousand souls. * In truth, there b no end to 
the succession of human beings. They swaim like 
bees, and like bees are busy in bringing home the 
produce of their industry* You have all the bustle 
and agitation of Cheapside and Cornhill ; only that the 
ever-moving scene is carried on witiim limits one-half 
as broad. Conceive Bucklersbury, Cannon-streel^ and 
Thames-street— and yet you cannot conceive the nar- 
' row streets of Rouen: filled with the flaunting cau- 
choise, and echoing to the eternal tramp of the sabot. 
There they are ; men, women, and children— all abroad 
Jh the very centre of the streets : alternately encom^ 
taring the splashing of the gutter, and the jostling of 
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their townsmen — while the swiilt cabrioleti or the alow- 
paced cart, or the thundering DiSgenee, severs thera^ 

and scatters them abroad, only that they may seem to 
be yet more.condensely united. For myself, it is with 
difficulty I believe that I am not Hying in the times of 
our Henry VIII. and of iheir Francis I. ; and am half 

disposed to inquire after the residence of Gvtllatime 
Tctilleur the printer — the associate^ or foreign agent of 
your fiiYourite PyiMOn.* 

• [Tlie tbird English Printer.] See the BMographical Dec^ 
mtrw, ToL ii. p. Id7» 8. 
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LETTER V. 

ECCLESIASTICAL ARCHITECTURE. CATHEDRAL. MONU- 
MENTS. RELIGIOUS CEREMONIES. THE ABBEY OF ST. 
OUEN. THE CHUBCHES OF 8T. MACLOUy 8T. YINCENT9 
ST. VIVIEN, ST. GEBVAISj AND ST. PAUL. 

« 

I HAVE now made myself pretty well acquainted with 

the geography of Rouen. How shall I convey to you 
a summary, and yet a satisfactory, description of it ? It 
camiiot be done. You love old churches, old books, and 
relies of andlent art. These be my themes, therefore : 
so fancy yourself either strolling leisurely with me, arm 
in arm, in the streets — or sitting at my elbow* First 
for THE Cathedral : — for what traveller of taste does 
not doff his bonnet to the Mother Church of the town 
through which he happens to be travelling — or in 
which he takes up a temporary abode? The west- 
Iront,* always the forte of the architect's skill, strikes 
you as you go down, or come up, the principal street 
— Xa Rue des Carmes, — ^which seems to bisect the 
town into equal parts. A small open space, (which 
however has been miserably encroached upon by 
petty shops) called the Flower-garden, is before this 
western front; so that it has some little breathing room 

* A most ample and correct view of this west finont will be 
found in Mr. Cotfnan*4 Norman j^ntiquiiiei. 
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in which to expand its beauties to the wondering eyes 
of the beholder. In my poor judgment, this western 
front has very few elevations comparable with it* — ^in- 
cluding even those of Lincoln and York. The orna- 
ments, especially upon the three porches, between the 
two towers, are numerous, rich, and for the greater 
part entire : — ^in spite of the Calvinists,f the French 
revolutionf and time. Among the lower and smaller 
basso-relievos upon these porches, is Ihe suliject of the 
daughter of Herodias dancing before Herod. She is 
manceuvering on her hands, her feet being upwards. 
To the xigh^ the decapitation of St. John is taking 
place. 

The southern transept makes amends for the de- 
fects of the northern. The space before it is devoted 
to a sort of yegetaUe market : curious old honsea 
eneirde this space: and die ascent to the door, but 

more especially the curiously sculptured porch itself, 
with the open spaces in the upper part — flight, fanciful 

• It is about 180 English feet in width, by about 150 in the 
highest part of its elevation. The plates which I saw at Mr. 
Frere's, bookseller, upon the Quai <le Paris, from the drawinfys of 
Langlois, were very inadequate representations of the building. 

t The ravages committed by the Calvinists throughout nearly 
the whole of the towns in Normandy, and especially in the ca- 
thedrals, towards the year 1560, afford a melancholy proof of 
the effects of religious animosity. But the Calvinists were 
bitter and ferocious persecutors. Pommeraye, in his quarto 
volume, Histoire de VEglise Cathedrale de Rouen, 1686, has de- 
voted nearly one hundred pages to an account of Calvinistic 
depredations. 
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and striking to a degree — produce an effect as pleasing 
as it is extraordinary. Add to this, the ever-restleai 
Ibet of devotees^ going in and ooming out— 4lie worn 
pavement, and the (Httered ornaments, in consequence 
— seem to convince you that the ardour and activity 
of devotion is ahnost equal to that of business.* 

As you enter ihe cathedral, at the centre door, by 
descending two steps, you are struck with the length 
and loftiness of the nave, and with the lightness of the 
gallery which runs along the upper part of it» Per- 
haps the nave is too narrow for ito length. The lantern 
of the central large tower is beautifully light and strik- 
ing. It is supported by four massive clustered piUars, 
about iotty feet in droumference ;f but on casting youz 
eye downwards, you are shocked at the tasteless divi- 
sion of the choir from the nave by what is called a 
Grecian screen : and the interior of the transepts has 
undergone a like preposterous zestoration. The rose 
windows, of llie transepts, and diat at the west end of 
the nave, merit your attention and commendation. I 
could not avoid noticingi to the rights upon entrance 
peiliaps the oldest side chapel in the cathedral : of a 

* [Mr. Cotman lias a plate of the elevation of the front of 
this south transq^t} and a very minute and brilliant one will be 
found in the previous edition of this Tour — ^by Mr. Henry le 
Keux : for which that distingnished Artist received the nun of 
100 guineas. The remuneration was well merited.] 

t [Mons. Licquet says each diiatered pillar contains thirty-one 
colunms.] 
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date, little less ancient than that of the northern tower, 
and perhaps of the end of the twelfth century. It 
contitm by much the finest specimens of stauied glass 
—of the early part of the xvith century. There is 
also some beautiful stained glass on each side of the 
Chapel of the Virgin,* behind the choir ; but although 
very ancient» it is the less interesting, as not being com- 
posed* of groups, or of historical subjects. Yet, in 
this, as in almost all the churches which I have seen, 
frightful devastations have been made among the 
stained-glass mndows by the ^fhry of the Reyohi- 
tionists.f 

Respecting the Monuments, you ought to know 
that the famous Rollo lies in one of the side-chapelsy 
farther down to the right, upon entering ; although his 
monument cannot be older than the thirteenth century. 
My attachment to the bibliomanical celebrity of John, 
DuKB OF BsDFOiiDy Will naturally lead me to the notice 

* This chapd Is about ninety-five Englfsh feet in length, by 
thirty in vddtb« and sixty in hcighfh. The sprawling painting by 
Philippe de Champagne, at the end of it, haa no other merit thaa 
that of covering so many square feet of wall. The aichitectnre 
of this chapel is of the zivth century : the stained ghns windows 
are of the latter end of the xvth. On completing the drcdt of 
tiie cathedral, one ia surprised to count not fewer than ttoenty' 
Jhe chapels. 

t [Mons. Licquet is paraphrastically warm in his veid<ni, 
here* He renders it thus s " les atteintea efioyablea dn vaada- 
lisme r^volutlonaire/' voL i. p. 64.] 
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of his interment and monumental inscription. The 
latter is thus ; 

Ad dextrum Altaria Lotus 
Joed 

loANNBS Dirx Betfordi 

Normaimice jjro Rex 
Obiit Anno 

MOCCCXXXV* 

The Duke's tomb will be seen engraved in Sandford's 
Genealogical History,* p. 314; which plate, in fact, 

is the identical one used by Ducarelj who had the 

* Sandford, after tcllinc: u!^ that he thinks there " never WM 
any portraiture" of the Duke, thus sums up his character. 
" He was justly accounted one of the best generals that ever 
blossomed out of the royal stem of Plantagenit. His valour 
was not more terrible to his enemies than his memory honour- 
able ; for (doubtful whether with more glory to him, or to the 
speaker) King Lewis the Eleventh being counselled by certain 
envious persons to defoce his tomb (wherein with him, saith 
one, was buried all English men's good fortune in France) used 
these indeed princely vrords s ' What honour shall it be to U8» 
or you, to break this monument, and to pull out of the ground 
the bones of Hih, whom, in his life time, ndther my fisther nor 
your progenitors, with all their puissance, were once able to 
make flie a foot backwarde ? who, by his strength, policy and 
wit kept them all out of the principal dominions of France* and 
out of this noble duchy of Normandy ? Wherefore, I say first, 
God satb his Soul ; and let his body now lie in rest, which 
when he was alive, would have disquieted the proudest of us 
alL And for this Tomb, I assure you it is not so worthy or 
convenient as his honour and acts have deserved.' " p. 314-5« 

TOL. I. D 
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singularly good fortune to decorate his Anglo-Nor- 
man AntiquitieB without any expense to himself!* 

There is a curious chapter in Pommeraye's HU-^ 
idre de TEglise CathetMe de Bauen, p. 203, res- 
pecting the Duke*s taking the habit of a canon of 
the cathedral He attended^ with his first wife, 
Annb of Burgundy, and threw hunself upon the 
liberality and kindness of the monks, to be received 

Ed. 17074 The fiunous BIissal, once in the powession of 
this cdebmted aoblenuni, and containing the only authenti- 
cated portrait of lum (wludi u engraved fai the Si^off. Deca» 
meron, vol. i. p. cxxxtU.) is now the property of John Mihier, 
Esq. of York Flaoe, Portman Square, who purchased it of the 
Doke of Marlborough* The Duke had purcihaBed it at the sale 
of the library of the late James Edwards, Esq. for 687/. Ifif* 

* [A different tale may be told of om of his Suceessors in 
the same Anglo-Norman pursuit. Hie eipenses attending the 
graphic embeUishments alone of the previous edition of tUs 
woil[, somewhat exceeded the sum of Jbw tkomand 9eite» kim- 
ired pounit* Tkb risk was entirely my own. The resnlt was 
the loss of about 2001. : exclusively of the expences incurred 
in travelling about 2000 miles. The copper'pUaeg (notwith^ 
standing every temptation, and many entreaties, to muki>fy 
impressions of several of the subjects engraved) were db- 
8TR0TBD. Tliere may be something more dian a mere nega« 
tive consolation, in fin^Bng that the work is nieiNO in price, 
although its author has long ceased to partake of any benefit 
resulting from it.] 



§ [Upon this, Mons. Ueqnet, with supposed shrewdness and suc- 
cess, remarks^*' All very well : but we must not foi|set that the 
innocent Joan of Arc was burnt alive— Uiaaks to this said l>ake of 
Bedford, as every one knows !*^ 
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by them as one of their order: ^ il lee prioit d*toe 
feceu parmy enx oomine un de kan lidreB, et d*avoir 
tous les jours distribution de pain et de vin, et pour 
marque de £ratemite d'etre vetu du surplis et de 
r«iimii88et comme ansa d'etre asioci^ liiy et ea trdi 
g^n^rense et tr^ illiistre 6pou8e» aux snffiragefl de 
leur compagnie, et a la participation de tous les biens 
qu'il plaira 4 Dieu leur donner la grace d'op^rer," 
p; fMh A grand proeessum marked the day of the 
Duke's admission into the monkish fraternity. The 
whole of this, with an account of the Duke^s superb 
preaents to the saeruty, hia dining with his Duchess, 
and receiving ihdr portion of ^ eight loayes and ibnr 
gallons of wine," are distinctly narrated by the minute 
Pommeraye* 

As yott approach the Ckapel qf the V^gm, yon 
pass by an andent monument, to the left, of a recum* 
bent Bishop, reposing behind a thin pillar, within 
a pretty ornamented Gothic arch.* To the eye of a 
tasteful andquary dus cannot ML to have its due at- 
traction. While however we are treading upon hal- 
lowed ground, rendered if possible more sacred by 
the ashes of die Illustrious dead, let us move gently 
onwards towards the Ckapel of like Virgin^ behind 
the choir. See, what bold and brilliant monumental 
fil^es are yonder, to the right of the altar ! How 

* A plate of this Monument is published ia the Tour of 
Nomiandy by Dawm TomUt Esq. 



Digitized by Gopgle 



36 



ROUEN. 



gracefully^ they kneel, and how devoutly they pray I 
They .'are the figures of the Cardinals D'Aiak>i8E-^ 
uncle : and' nephew :-— the former, muiister of Louis 
XII.* and (what does not necessarily follow, but what 
gives him as high a claim upon the gratitude of poste- 
rity) the restorer and heautifier of the glorious huilding 
in which you are contemplating his figure. This splen- 
did monument is entirely of black and white marble, 
of the early part of the sixteenth century. The 

* The Cardinal died in his fiftieth year jonly ; and his funeral 
was graced and honoured by the presence of his royal master. 
Guicciardini calls him "the oracle and right arm of Louis.** 
Of eight brothers, whom he 1^ behind, four attained to the 
episcopal rank. His nephew succeeded him as Archbishop. 
See also Historia Genealogka Magmtum Franciee; vol* viL 
p. 129 1 quoted in the Gallia Chrittkma, vol. xi. col. 96. 

It was during the archiepiscopacy of the successor of the 
nephew of Amboise — namely, that of Charles of Bourbon-— 
that the Calvanistic perseeutkm- ooDUnenced. ** Tunc vero 
GOBpit dvitas, dicecesis, universaque provincia lamentabilem in 
modum conflictari, saevientibus ob religionis dissidia plusquam 
civiUbus bellis/' &c. But then the good Archbishop, howcTer 
bountilul he might have been towards the poor at Roncewalles, 
(when be escorted Philip II.'s first wife Elizabeth, daughter of 
Henry IL to the confines of Spain, after he had married her to 
that wretched monarch) should not hare inflamed the irritated 
minds of . the Galvinists, by burning alive, in 1669, Jokm 
CaiHih on^ of their most eminent preachers-, by way of strikingp 
terror into the rest ! Well might the Chronicler obsem^ aa flw 
resolty ''novas sects Ula in dies acquirebat vires." About 
1560-2, the Calyinists got the upper hand ; and repaid the 
CSatholics with a vengeance. Charles of Bourbon died in 1690: 
so that he had an arduous and agitated time of it. 
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figures just mentioiied are of vhite marble, kneeling 
upon cushions, beneath a rich canopy of Gk>thic fret* 

work. They are in their professional robes ; their 
beads are bare, exhibiting the tonsure, with the hair 
in one large curl behind, A small whole-length figure 
of Si, George, their tutelary saint, is below them, in 
gilded marble: and the whole base, or lower frieze, 
of the monumenty is surrounded by six delicately sculp- 
tured females, about three feet high, emblematic of the 
virtues for which these cardinals were so eminently 
distinguished. These figures, representing Faith, 
Charity, Prudence, Force, Justice, and Temperantee^ 
are flanked by eight smaller ones, placed in carved 
niches ; while, above them, are the twelve Apostles, not 
less beautifully executed.* 

On gazmg at this splendid monument of ancient 
piety and liberality ~ and with one's mind deeply 
intent upon the characters of the deceased^let us 
fimcy we hear the sound of the orbat bsll from the 
south-west tower • /• called the Amboite Tower • • . 
erected, both the bell and the tower, by the unde 
and minister Amboise. Know, my dear friend, that 
there was tmce a bell, (and the largest in Europe, 

[* How long will this monument — (matchless of itsldnd) — con- 
tinue unrepresented by the bumn? If Mr. Henry Le Kenzwere to 

execute it in his best style, the world might witness ill it a piece 
of Art entirely perfect of its kind. But let the pencils of Messrs. 
Corbould aud Blore be first exercised on the subject. In the- 
mean while, why is Gallic Art inert ?] 



38 



ROU£N 



save one) which used to send forth its sound, for three 
suocesaiye centuries, from the said tower* TJiis bell 
was broken about ihirty years ago, and destroyed in 
the ravages of the immediately succeeding years.* 
The south-west tower remains, and the upper part of 
the central tower^ with the whole of the lofty wooden 
spiie :«i"the fruits of the liberality of the excellent men 
of whom such honourable mention has been made. 
Considering that this spire is very lofty, and composed 
of wood, it U surpriiing that it has not been dedroyed 
by tempest, or by lightning.^ The taste of it is ratiher 
capricious than beautiful. 

* The choir was formerly separaled from the sumnui^uifp 
ehapeb, or rather from the space between it and the chapelsy 
by a superb brass Kratiog^ Adl of the most beautiful arabesque 
omameats— another testimony of tiie mafpiifieeat aj^t of the 
CanUaal and Prime M blister of Louis XII. : whose arms, as 
wen as the figure of his patron, St. George, were seen in die 

centre of every compartment The Bevolntion has not left 

a vestige behind! 

t [In this edition, I put the above passage in /la//d»,— 4o 
mpsfk, tlmt, witidn three yea^ pf writing it» the spife yns con- 
sumed by lAOHTNiNO. The newspapers of both France and 
Englaod were full of this melancholy event ; and in the year 
]dS3, Monsieur Hyadntiie Laagh^, of Rouen, published an 
aceount of it, together with some views Ondififerently lithogra- 
phised) of the progress of the bm^ning. *'It should seem 
(says M qns. Licqoet) tiuit the author had a presentiment of 
what was speedily to place :-rfor the resf» the same spa- 
des of .destruction thoBKlens all similar edifices, fiv tiie want 
of conductors.'' I possess « fin^eat of the lead of the roof* 
as it was collected after a state of >lfM0fH-4ad 'sent over lo me 
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I have not yet done with the monuments, or rather 
have only commenced £he account of them.* Exa- 
mine yonder recumbent figure, to the left of the 
altar, opposite the splendid monmnent upon which 
I have just heen dibting. It is lying upon its hack, 
with a ghastly expression of countenance, represent- 
ing the moment when the last breath has escaped 
from the body. It is the figure of the Grand Sbnbs- 
CHAL DB BRBZByf— Ooveinor of Rouen, and husband 
of the celebrated Diane de PoiCTiEiii) — that thus 
claims our attention. This figure is quite naked, 
lying upoA its back, with the right hand placed on 
the sttnnadi, but in an action which indicates &fe^ 
and therefore it is in bad taste, as far as truth is con- 
cerned ; for the head being fallen back, much shrunken, 
and with a ghastly expression of countenance— indi- 
cating that some tune has elapsed since it breathed its 

by some friend at Rouen. The fusion has caused portions of 
the lead to assume a variety of fantastic shapes— not altogether 
unlike a gothic building.] 

♦ Let me add tliat the whole length of the cathedral is about 
four hundred and forty feet ; and the transept about one hun- 
dred and seventy-five ; English measure. The height of the 
nave is about ninety, and of the lantern one hundred and sixty- 
eight feet, English. The length of the nave is two hundred 
and twenty-eight feet. 

t He died in 1531. Doth the ancient and yet ezlstiiig !»• 
scriptions are inserted by Gilbert, from Pommeraye and Fariii; 
and formerly there was seen, in the middle of the monument, 
the figure of the Seucschul habited as a Count, with all the 
insignia of his dignity. But this did not outlive the Revolution. 
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last — the hand could not rest in this position. The 
cenotaph is of black marbley disfigured by the names 
of idle Tisitors who choose to leave such hnpertinent 
memorials behind. The famous Goujon is supposed 
to be the sculptor of the figure, which is painfully 
clever, but it strikes me as being too small. At any 
rate, the arms and body seem to be too strong and 
fleshy for the shrunken and death-stricken expres- 
sion of the countenance. . Above the Seneschal, thus 
prostrate and lifeless, there is another and a very clever 
representation of hiui, on a smaller scale, on horse- 
back. 

On each side of this figure (which has . not escaped 
serious injury) are two females in white marble ; one 
representing the Virgin, and the other Diane db 
PoiCTiEBs:* they are little more than half the size 

• It must be admitted that Disiui» when she csiued the verses 

Indhulm pmdam et JIdistima eaiifw 
Fi/kii m iMuno, th erit h tummh, 

to be engraved upon the tomb of the Seneschal, might well 
have "moved the bfle" of the piooa Benedictine Pommeraye, 
and have excited the taunting of Ducare]» when they thought 
upon her iubsequent connexion, in the charaeter of mistreM, 
with Henry the Second of France. Henry however endea* 
voured to compensate for his indiscretions by the pomp and 
splendor of his processions. Boueo« so celebrated of old for 
the entries of Kings and Nobles, seems to have been in a per- 
fect blaze of splendor upon that of the Lover of Diana—" qui 
plus magnifique que tontes etSles qu'on vnit vu jusqu'alors:'* 
see Furues jn§t, de la F^Ue i§ Bouen, vol. i. p. 121, where 
there is a ringubvly minute and gay account of all the orders 
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of life. The whole is in llie very best style of the 
scnlptiiie of the tone of Francis I. These piedous 

specimens of art, as well as several other similar 
remains, were carried away during the revolution, to 
a place of safety. The choir is spadous, and well 
adapted to its purposes; but who does- not- grieve to 
see the Archbishop's stall, once the most curious and 
costly, of the Gothic order, and executed at the end 
of lihe xvth century,' transformed into a stately com- 
mon-place canopy, supported by columns of chestnut- 
wood carved in the Grecian style? The Library, 
which used to terminate the north transept is— not 
gone— but transferred. A fanciful stair-case, with an 
appropriate inscription,*, yet attest that it was for- 
merly an appendage to that part of the edifice. 

and degrees of citizens — (with their gorgeous accoutrements of 
white plumes, velvet hats, rich brocades, and curiously woujfht 
taffetas) of whom the processions were composed. It must 
hare been a perfectly dramatic sight, upon the largest possible 
scale. It was from respect to the character or the memory of 
Diana, that so many plaster-representations of her were 
erected oa the exteriors of buildings : especially of those within 
small squares or quadrangles. In wandering about Rouen, I 
stumbled upon several old mansionB of this kind. 
* The iDBcription is this t 

Si guem taneta tenet me^SttuuR in lege wdmUat, 
HUf poterit r§ndens, sacrit hUendere USMt, 

Pommenye has lather anlatefestiiig gossiping ch^ter [Chap, 
aodi.] De la Biblioth^ue de la Cath^drale p. 163: to which 
Francois db Hablat, about the year 1630, was one of the most 
munificent ben^mctors. 
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Before I quit the subject of the cathedral, I must 
not fiul to tell you something relatuig to ihe rites 
performed therem. Let us quit therefore the dead 
for the hving. Of course we saw, here, a repetition 
of the ceiemomes observed at Dieppe ; but pre- 
viously to the feast of the Atcemum we were also 
present at the confirmation of three hundred boys 
and three hundred girls, each very neatly and appro- 
priately dressed, in a sort of sabbath attire, and each 
holding a lighted wax taper in the hand. The girls 
were dressed in white, with white veils ; and the rich 
lent veils to those who had not the means of purchas- 
ing them. The cathedral, especially about ihe choir, 
was crowded to excess. I hired a chair, stood up, and 
gazed as earnestly as the rest. The interest excited 
among ihe parents, and especially the mothers, was 
▼ery striking. Voila la petite-~qu*elle a Fair char- 
mant ! — le petit ange ! " . . . .A stir is made . . . they 
rise . . . and approach, in the most measured order, the 
rails of the choir • • • There* they deposit their tapers* 
The priests, very numerous, extinguish them as dex- 
terously as they can ; and the whole cathedral is per- 
fumed with the mixed scent of the wax and frank- 
incense. The boys, on approaching the altar, and 
giving up their tapers, kneel down ; then shut their 
eyes, open their mouths; and the priests deposit the 
consecrated wafer upon their tongues. The procession 
now took a different direction. They all went into the 
nave, where a sermon was preached to the young 
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people, ex^resdy upon the occanon, by a Mondeur 
QuiDfilieiif, a canon of the calhedval, and a preacher of 

considerable popularity. He had one of the most 
meagre and forbidding physiognomies I eYer beheldi 
and his beard was, black and unshaven. But he 
pleached well ; fluently, and ercn eloquently : making 
a very singular, but not ungraceful, use of his left 
arm— and displaying at tinies^ather a happy fiuniliartty 
of manner, wholly exempt firom Tulgarityy' and weU 
suited to the capacities and feelings of his youthful 
audience. - His subject was belief in Christ Jesus 
on whidh he gave veiy exceUmt proo& and evidenees. 
His Yoice was thki) but clear, and diatincdy heard. 

And now, my dear Friend, if you are not tired 
with this detour of the Cathedral, suppose we take 
a promenade to the next most hnportant ecdesiaa* 
tical edifice in the aty of Rouen. What say you 
therefore to a stroll to the Abbet of St. Ouen ? 
"Willmgly," methinka I hear you reply. To the 
abbey therefore let us go. 

Leaving the Cathedral, you pass a beautifully 
sculptiu-ed fountain (of the early time of Francis I.) 
which stands at the comer of a street to the right ; 
and which, from its central situation, is Tisited the 
live-long day for the sake of its limpid waters. Push 
on a little further; then, turning to the right, you 
get into a sort of square, and obserre the Abbey — 
or rather the west-front of it, full in face of you. You 
gazCj and are first struck with its matchless window : 
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call it rose^ or marygold^ as you please. I thinks 
for delicacy and richness of ornament^ this window 
is perfectly unrivalled* There is a play of line in 
the mullions, which, considering their size and strength, 
may be pronounced quite a master-piece of art. You 
approach) regretting the neglected state of the lateral 
towers, and enter, through the large and completely- 
opened centre doors, the nave of the Ahhey. It 
was towards sun-set when we made our first entrance. 
The erening was beautiful $ and die variegated tints 
of sun-beam, admitted through the stained glass of 
the window, just noticed^ were perfectly enchanting. 
The window itself as yon look upwards, or ratiber 
as you fix your eye upon the centre of it, from tihe 
remote end of the Abbey, or the fjady's Chapel, was 
a perfect blaze of dazzling light ; and nayej choir^ and 
ode aides; seemed magically iUimuned • • . 

Seemed all on fire — within, around ; 

Deep sacristy and altar's pale ; 
Shone every pillar foliage-bound 

Lay of the Last MinsireU 

We declared instinctively that the Abbey of St. 
OuEN could hardly have a rival ;*-certainly not a su- 
perior. 
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As the evening came on, the gloom of almost every 
side chapel and recess was rendered douhly impressive 
by the devotion of numerous straggling supplicants ; 
and invocations to the presiding spirit of the place, 
reached the ears and touched the hearts of the by- 
standers. The grand western entrance presents you 
with the most perfect view of the choir — a magical 
circle, or rather oval — flanked by lofty and clustered 
pillars, and free from the surrounding obstruction of 
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screens^ &c* Nothing more airy and more eaptiTating 
of the kind can he imagined. The finish and delicacy 
of these pillars are quite surprising. Above, belo^^, 
around — every thing is in the purest style of the 
xnrih and xvth centuries. The central tower is a 
tower of beauty as well as of strength. Yet in regard 
to further details, connected with the interior, it must 
be admitted that there is Tery little more which is de- 
serving of particular description; except it be the 
gaUeri/j which runs within the walls of the nave and 
choir, and which is considerably more light and elegant 
than that of the cathedral. A great deal has been 
said about the drcdar windows at the end of the south 
transept, and they are undoubtedly elegant : but com- 
pared with the one at the extremity of the nave, ihey 
are rather to be noticed from the tale attached to 
them, than from their positive beauty. The tale, my 
friend, is briefly this. These windows were finished 
(as well as the larger one at ike west front) about the 
year 14S9. One of them was executed by the master- 
mason, the other by his apprentice ; and on being cri- 
ticised by competent judges, the performance of the 
kiUer was said to eclipse that of the former. In con- 
sequence, the master became jealous and revengeful, 
and actually poniarded his apprentice. He was of 
course tried« condemned, and executed ; but an exist- 
ing monument to his nmoory attests the humanity of 
the monks in giving him christian interment.* On the 

* cktitiian inteme/H,'}^** lies Religieuz de Saint Ouen touches 
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whole, it is the absence of all obtrusive and unappro- 
priate ornament which gives to the interior of this 
building thai light, unencumberedy and fiieiy-like effisct 
which 80 peculiarly belongs to it, and which creates a 
sensation that I never remember to have felt within 
any other similar edifice. 

Let me however put in a word for the Organ. It 
is immense, and perhaps larger than that belonging 
to the Cathedral. The tin pipes (like those of the 
organ in the Cathedral) are of their natural colour. 
I paced the pavement beneath, and think that this 
organ cannot be short of forty English feet in length. 
Indeed, in all the churches which I have yet seen, 
the organs strike me as bdng of magnificent dimen- 
sions. 

You should be informed however that the extreme 
length of the interior, firom the further end of the 
Chapel of the Vir|^ to its opposite western extre- 
mity, is about four hundred and fifty English feet ; 
while the height, from the pavement to the roof of 
the nave, or the choir, is one hundred and eight 
English feet. The transepts are about one hundred 

de compassion enven ee malhearenx artisan, obtinrent mm cmps 
de la Jufltice, et poor reoonnolssanoe des bona services qu'il lenr 
avoit rendus dans la constmction de kar ^lis^ nonobstant sa fin 
tniglqne, ne kuflstoit pss de lay fiiir I'honneur de Finliumer dans 
la diq>eile de sunte Agnes/ on aa tombe se voit encore anec cet 
£pit^»lie: 

Cg giti M. Alszahdbji di BiavnvAii, iUbiHrv dSsst owwm de 
Mtuonnene. 
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and forty feet in length. The central tower, upon 
the whoki is not only the grandest tower in Rouen, 
but ihere is noAing for its sise in our own country 
that can compare with it. It rises upwards of one 
hundred feet above the roof of the church; and is 
supported below, or rather within, by four magnifi- 
cent duster-pillared bases, each about thirty-two feet 
in circumference. Its area, at bottom, can hardly be 
less than thirty-six feet square. The choir is iianked 
by flying buttresses, which have a double tier of ^all 
arches, altogether marvellous and curious to behold." 

I could not resist stealing quietly round to the 
porch of the south transept, and witnessing, in that 
porch, one of the most chaste, light, and lovely spe- 
cimens of Gothic architecture, which can be contem- 
plated. Indeed, I hardly know any thing hke it.* 
The . leaves of the poplar and ash were beginning to 
mantle the exterior; and, seen through their green 
and gay lattice work, the traceries of the porch 
seemed to assume a more interesting aspect. They 
are now mending the upper part of the fii^ade with 
new stone of peculiar exceltoce-— but it does not 

* Even Dr. Ducarel became waim — on contempladng this 
poreh t The porch at the south entrance into the dinrch 
(Bays he) Is much' more worthy of the spectator's attention, 
bemg highly enriched mth architectonic ornaments $ particn- 
Uurly two beautiful col de lamps, which from the combination 
of a Tariety of spiral dressings, as they hang down from the 
vaulted roof, produce a very ple«dng effect/' p. 28. 
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harmonise with the old work. They merit our 
thanks, howerer, for the presenration of what remains 
of this precious pile. I should renuirk to you that 
the eastern and north-eastern sides of the abbey of 
St. Ouen are surrounded with promenades and trees : 
so tbaty occamonalfy, etther when walking, or sitting 
upon the benches, within these gardens, you catch 
one of the finest views imaginable of the abbey. 

At this early season of the year, much company 
is assembled every evening in these walks : while, in 
firont of abbey, or in the square facing the wes- 
tern end, the national guard is exercised in the day 
time—and troops of fair nymphs and willing youdis 
mingle in the dance on a sabballi evening, while a 
platform is erected for the instrumental performers, 
and for the exhibition of feats of legerdemain. You 
must not take leave of St Ouen without being told 
that, fbrmerly, the French Kings used occasionaDy 
to " make revel" within the Abbot's house. Henry II, 
Charles IX, and Henry III, each took a fancy to this 
spot— but especially the fiunous Henri Quatrb. It 
is reported that that monarch sojourned here for 
four months— and his reply to the address of the 
aldermen and sheriff of Rouen Is yet preserved both 
in MS. and by engravings. ''The King having 
arrived at St. Ouen (says an old MS )• the keys of 

* Consult the aceount given by M. Le Pkvvost in tiie 
" PrM AmUytique de§ Travmur de VAcudemk, tsc, de Rmn*^ 
for the year 1816, p. 161, &c. 

VOL. I. B 
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the tower were presented to him, in tiie presence of 
M. de Montpensier, the governor of the province, 
upon ift velTet-cushion. The keys were ^t. The 
.Eliiig took iSkem, and repkemg ihmn in the hands of 
the governor, said — " Mon cousin, je vous les bailie 
pour les rendre, qu'ils les gardent then, address- 
mg the aklermeny he added, " Soyes moi bona aigeta 
et je Tons serai bon Roi, et le meilleur Roi que vous 
ayez jamais eu.** 

Next to the Abbey of St. Ouen, " go by. all means 
and 8^ the church St, Machm**^H»y your finends 
and your guides. The Abb6 Turquier accompanied 
me thither. The great beauties of St. Maclou are 
its tower and its porch* Of the tower, httie more 
than the lantern remains. This is about 160 £ng^ 
lish feet in height. Above it was a belfry or steeple, 
another 110 feet in height, constructed of wood and 
lead—but which has been nearly destroyed for the 
sake of the lead, — ^for the purpose of slaughter or 
resistance during the late revolution.^ The exteriors 

* IMn teUs as that you could go from the top of the lan- 
tern to the cross, or to the snmmit of the helfry, outside, 
without a ladder < so adminble was the workmanship." Stran- 
gers (adds he) took models of it for the purpose of gettiag 
them engraved, and they were sold pahlicly at Rome." J^. t^e 
la VUte de Rouen, 1738, 4to. vol. li. p. 164. There are thirteen 
^pels withhi this church ; of which however the bidlding can- 
not be traced lower than quite the beginning of the XYith century. 
The extreme length and width of the interior is about 156 by 82 
feet En|^. Bfen In Dn Four's time the population of this 
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of the porches are remarkable for their elaborate 
ornaments ; especially those in the Rue MartainviUe. 
They are highly praised by the inhabitants^ and are 
supposed to be after the models of the famous 
Goujon. Perhaps they are rather encumbered with 
ornament and want that quiet effect, and pure good 

taste, which we see in the porches of the Cathedral 

< 

and of the Abbey St. Ouen. However, let ciitics 
determine as they will upon this point — they must 
at lieast unite in reprobating the barbarous edict which 
doomed these delicate pieces of sculptured art to be 
deluged with an OYcr-whelming tint of staring yellow 
ochre ! 

Of the remaining churches, I shall mention only 
four : two of them chiefly remaikable for their inte* 
rior, and two for their extreme antiquity. Of the. 
two former, that of St. Vincent presents you with a 
noble organ, with a light choir profusely gilded, and 
(rarer accompaniment !) in very excellent taste. But 
the stained glass is the chief magnet of attraction* 
It is rich, varied, and yivid to a degree ; and, upon 
the whole, is die 'finest specimen of this species of 

purish was very great, and Its cemetery (adds he) was the fint 
and most regnUor in Rotten. He gi?e8 a brief, but glowing des- 
cription of it— ^on vs tout aatour par des galeries couverteset 
pav^ ; et, denx de ces galeries sont decor^ de denx auteb,'* 
ftcp. 160. 

Alas ! time— or the revobidon— has aniululated all tUs. Let 
me however add tbat M. Cotmam has published a view of the 
Umreme in the church of which I am speakmg. 
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art in the present ecclesiastical renuuns of the city. 
St. Vivien is the second of these two former. It is 
a fine open church, with a large organ, having a very 
curious wooden screen in front, elahorately carved, and, 
as I conceive, of the very earliest part of the sixteenth 
century. I ascended the organ-loft ; and the door hap- 
pening to be open, I examined this screen (which has 
luckily escaped the yellow-ochre edict) very minutely, 
and was much gratified by the examination. Such 
pieces of art, so situated, are of rare occurrence. For 
the first time, within a parish church, I stepped upon 
the paTement of the choir: walked gently forwards, 
to the echo of my own footsteps, (for not a creature 
was in the church) and, " with no unhallowed hand" I 
would hope, ventured to . open the choral or service 
book, resting upon its stand. It was wide, thick, and 
ponderous : upon vellum : beautifully written and well 
executed in every respect, with the exception of the 
illuminations which were extremely indiffisrent. I 
ought to tell you that the doors of the churches, abroad, 
are open at all times of the day : the ancient or more 
massive door, or portal, is secured from shutting; but 
a temporary, small, shabby wooden door, covered with 
dirty green baize, opening and shutting upon circular 
hinges, just covers the vacuum left by the absence 
of the larger one. 

Of the two ancient churches, above alluded to, that 
of St, GervaiSf is situated considerably to the north 
of where the Boulevards Cauchaise and . BouweuU 
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meet It was hard by this favourite spot, say the Nor- 
man historians, that the ancient Dukes of Normandy 
built their country-houses : considering it as a Ueu de 
fpiauance. Here too it was that the Conqueror came 
to breathe his kst— desiring to be conveyed thither, 
from his palace in the city, for the benefit of the pure 
air.* I walked with M. .Le Prevost .to this curious 
church : having before twice seen it. But the Crypt 
is the oniy thing worth talking about^ on the score of 
antiquity. The same accomplished guide bade me 
remark the extraordinary formation of the capitals of 
the pillars : which, admitting some perversity of taste 
in a rude, Norman, imitative artist, are decidedly of 
Roman character. " Perhaps," said M. Le Prevost, 
« the last efforts of Roman art previous to the relin- 
qmshment of the Romans." Among these capitals 
there is one of the perfect Doric order ; wliile in ano- 
ther you discover the remains of two Roman eagles. 
The columns are all of the same height ; and totally 
unlike every thing of the kind which I have seen or 
heard of. 

We descended the hill upon which SU Gervais is 
built, and walked onward towards Si. Paul, situated 

at the further and opposite end of the town, upon a 

* Ordericus Vitalis says^ that the dying monarch requested to 
be conveyed thither, to avoid the noise and bustle of a popu- 
lous town. Rouen is described to be, in hit time, ** populoM 
ci vitas." Consult Duckel^e's Hi^orim Normofmtr, Sery>» Antiq,. 
p. 656. 
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gentle eminence, jufit abote '&ke Banks 'of die Seine.* 

M. Le Prevost was still our conductor. Tliis small 
edifice is certainly of remote antiquity, but I suspect 
it to be completely Norman. The eastern end is full 
of antiquarian curiosities. We observed something 
like a Roman mask as the centre ornament upon the 
capital of one of the circular figures ; and Mr. Lewis 
made a f^w slight drawings of one of the grotesque 
heads in the exterior, of which the hair is of an un- 
common fashion. The Saxon whukers are discoyer- 
able upon several of these faces. Upon the whole, it 
is possible that parts of this church may have been 
built at the latter end of the tenth century, after the 
Normans had made themselves completely masters of 
this part of the kingdom ; yet it is more probable that 
there is no vestige left which claims a more ancient 
date than that of the end of the eleventh century. I 
ought just to notice the church of SU Swer^^ sup- 
posed by some to be yet more ancient : but I had no 
opportunity of taking a particular survey of it. 

Thus much, or rather thus little, respecting the 
BCOLBSiASTiCAL ANTiQUiTiss of Roueu. They merit 
indeed a volume of themselves. This city could once 

* A view of it Is pabUshed by M. Gotman. 

f St, 8e9er,\ This church is situated In the southern faux- 
bourgSj by the side of the Sdne, and was once surrounded by 
gardens, &c. As yon cross the bridge of boats, and go to the 
race-ground, you leave it to the right; bat it Is not so old as 
Si. Fstt/— where, Fuin says, the worship of Adonis was once 
performed! 
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boast of upwards oi thirty parish churches i of which 
very nearly a dozen have been recently (I mean danng 
ihe Rerolntbn) converted into imirtfAoflMOf, It forma 
a curious, and yet melancholy melange — this strange 
misappropriation of what was formerly held most sacred^ 
to the common and lowest purposes of civil life 1 You 
enter these warehouses, or offices of busmess, and see 
the broken shaft, the battered capital, and half-de- 
molished altar-piece — the gilded or the painted frieze 
— in the midst of bales of goods— casks, ropes, and 
bags of cotton : whOe, without, the same spirit of demo- 
- lition prevails in the fractured column, and tottering 
arch way. Thus time brings its changes and decays — 
premature as well as natural : and the noise of the car- 
men and injunctions of the clerk are now heard, where 
formerly there reigned a general silence, interrupted 
only by the matin or evening chaunt! I deplored 
diis sort of saerilegioQB adaptation, to a respectable- 
looking old gentleman, sitting out of doors upon a 
chair, and smoking his pipe — c'est dommage, Mon- 
sieur, qa*on a eonverti Fegliae a*'— He stopped me: 
raised his left hand : then took '^away his pipe with 
his right ; gave a gentle whiflf) and shrugging up his 
shoulders* half archly and half drily exc]aimed<— Mais 
que voules vous, Monsieur t— >ce sent des ^^emens 
qu'on ne pent ni prevoir ni prevenir. Voila ce que 
c*est 1" Leaving you to moralize upon this comfortable 
moroeau of philosophy, consider me ever, &c. 
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LETTER VI. 

« 

HALLES DE COMHBBCE. FLAC£ DB UL PUCELLB d'oK- 
LEAAs (jEAKNB d'aBC.) BASSO-RILIEVO OF THB 
CHAMP PB DBAP D*OB. PALACB AND C0UBT8 OF 

JUSTICE. 

You must make up your mind to see a few more 

sights in the city of Rouen, before I conduct you to 
the environs, or to the summit of Mont St, Catherine. 
We must yisit some relics of antiquity «and take a yet 
more fiuniliar survey of the town, ere we strive 

• • • • • superas evadere ad aurasv 

Indeed the information to be gained well merits the 
toil endured in its acquisition. The only town in Eng- 
land that can give you any notion of Rouen, b Chbs- 
TBB; although the similitude holds only in some few 
particulars. I must, in the first place then, make 
especial mention of the Halles de Commerce. The 
markeU here $re numerous and. abundant, and are of 
all kinds. Cloth, cotton, lace, linen, fish, fruit, vege- 
tables, meat, corn, and wine; these for the exterior 
and interior of the body* Cattle, wood, iron, earthen* 
ware, seeds, and implemtots of agricidture ; these for 
the supply of other necessities considered equally 
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important* Each market has its appropriate site* For 
picturesque effect, you must visit the VteuM Marehi, 

for vegetables and fish; which is kept in an open 
space* once filled by the serrants and troops of the old 
Dukes of Normandy, having the ancient ducal palace 
in front. This is the fountain head whence the minor 
markets are supplied. Every stall has a large old 
tattered sort of umbrella spread above to ward off 
ihe rain or rays of heat ; and, seen from some pcnnts 
of view, the eftect of all this, with the ever-restless 
motion of the tongues and feet of the vendors, united 
to thdr strange attue, is exceedingly singular and inte- 
resting* 

Leaving the old market place, you pass on to the 
Marchc Net^, where fruits, cggs^ and butter are chiefly 
sold* At this season of the year there is necessarily 
Uttle or no fruit, but I could have filled one coat pocket 
with eggs for less than half a franc* While on the 
subject of buying and selling, let us go to the Jialles of 
Rouen $ being large public buildings now exduavely 
appropriated to the sale of cloths, linen, and the varied 
et-ceteras of mercery. These are at once spacious 
and interesting in a high degr^* They form the divi- 
sions of the opeto spaces, or squares, where the markets 
just mentioned are held ; and were formerly the appur- 
tenances^f the palaces and chateaux of the old Dukes 
of Normandy: the laUer of which are now wholly 
demoUshed. You must rise betimes on a Friday 
morning, to witness a sight of which you can have no 
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conception in England: unless it be at a similar scene 
m Leed9» By six o'clock the biuy world is in motion 
wiihin these halls. Then commences die xnoessant 
and inconceivable vociferation of buying and selling. 
The whole scene is alive^ and carried on in several large 
stone-arched looms^ supported liy a row of pillars in 
ihe centre* Of these halls, the largest is about three 
hundred and twenty English feet in length, by fifty- 
five in width. The centre, in each division, contains 
taUes and counters for the display of cloth, cotton^ 
stofi; and linen of all descriptions. The display of 
divers colours — the commendations bestowed by the 
seUery and the reluctant assent of the purchaser — the 
animated eye of the former, and the calculating brow 
of the latter — the removal of one set of wares, and the 
bringing on of another — in short, the never-ceasing 
succession of sounds and sights astonishes the gravity 
of an Englishman ; whose astonishment is yet height- 
ened by the extraordinary good humour which every 
where prevails. The laugh, the joke, the equivoque, 
and reply, were worth being recorded in pointed 
metre; — and what metre but that of Crabbe could 
possibly render it justice ? By nine of the clock all is 
hushed. The sale is over : the goods are cleared ; 
and boih buyers and sellers have quitted the scene* 

From stilli let me conduct you to active life. In 
other words, let us hasten to take a peep at the Morse 
and Cattle MarJut \ which is fixed in the very oppo- 
dte part of the town ; that towards the northern 
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Boulevards. The horses are generally entire : and 
indeed you have aeafcely any thing in England which 
exceeds the Normtm horse, properly so imderBtood. 
This animal unites the hardiness of the mule with the 
strength of his own particular spedeB. He is also 
docile, and well trained ; and a Norman, from pure 
affection, thinks he can never put enough harness upon 
his hack. I have seen the face and shoulders of a 
cart-hone almost huried beneath a profusion of omi^ 
mexA by way of collar ; and have beheld a &nner*8 
horse, led out to the plough, with trappings as gor- * 
geous and striking as those of a General's charger 
brooght fcNTward for a review. The carts and vehidea 
are usnally balanced in the centre upon two wheels, 
which diminishes much of the pressure upon the horse. 
Yet the caps of the wheels are fHghtfiilly long^ and 
inconvenieotly projecting: while the eternally loud 
cracking of the whip is most repulsive to nervous ears. 
On market days, the horses stand pretty close to each 
other Ibr sale ; and are led o% for shew, amidst boys, 
girls, and women, who contrive very dexterously to 
get out of the way of their active hoofs. The French 
seem to have an instinctive method of doing that, 
which, with ourselves, seems to demand forethought 
and deliberation. 

Of the Streets, in this extraordinary city, that of 
the Great Clock — ( Rue de la Grosse HorhgeJ which 
runs in a straight line from the western front of the 
Cathedral, at right angles with the Hue des Carmes, 
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is probably the most important, ancient, and interest- 
ing. When we were conveyed, on our entrance, (in 
the cabriolet of the Diligence) beneath the arch to the 
upper part of which this old fashioned dock is at^ 
taehed, we were lost in admiration at the singularity 
of the scene. The inhabitants saw, and enjoyed, our 
astonishment. There is a fountain beneath^ or rather 
on one ride of diis arch ; oTer which is sculptured a 
motley group of insipid figures, of the latter time of 
Louis XIV. The old tower near this clock merits a 
leisurely survey : as do also some old ihouses^ to the 
right, on looking at it. It was within this old tower 
that a bell was formerly tolled, at nine o'clock each 
evening, to warn the inhabitants abroad to return 
within the walls of the city.* 

Turning to the left, in this street, and going down 
a sharp descent, we observed a stand of hackney 
coaches in a small square^ called La Place de la Pu- 
eeUe: that is, the place where the fiunous Jbanms 
p*Aiicf was imprisoned, and afterwards burnt. What 

* [I apprehend this custom to be prevalent in fortified towns: 
—as Roncn/ormerl^ was — and as I found such custom to obtain at 
the present day, at Strasbourg-. Mons. Licquet says that the 
allusion to the curfew — or couvre-feu — as appears in the previous 
edition—and which tlie reader well knows was established by the 
Conqueror with us — was no particular badge of the slavery of 
the English. It had been previously estal dished by William in 
NouMANDY. Millot is referred to as the authority.] 

• the famous J E\sj<E d'Arc] Goube, in the second volume 
of his Histoire <ltt Duchi de Norinandie, has devoted several spi- 
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sensations possess us as we gaze on each surrounding 
oliject !«— although^ now, each surrounduig object has 

litedlj written pages to an aoconnt of the trial and ezecatioii of 
tluB heroine. Her hiatoiy is pretty well known to the English^ 
from earliest youth. Qoube says that ^her mode of death had 
been completely pr^ndged ; for that, previously to tlie sentence 
Iwing passed, they began to erect '* a scaifold of plaster, so 
nosed, that the flames could not at first reach her-Hind she was 
in consequence consumed by a slow fire ; her tortures being 
long and horrible.'' Hume has been rather too brief: but he 
judidonsly observes that the conduct of the Dulce of Bedford 
" was etjually barbarous and dishonourable.*' Indeed it were 
difficult to pronounce iriudi is entitled to the greatest abhor- 
rence—the imbedlity of Charles VII. the baseness of John of 
Liizemboui*g, or the treachery of the Regent Bedford ? 

The tdenHeai spot on which she sufiisred is not now risible, ao» 
cording to MiUin { that place having been occupied by the late 
March/ des Feauw, It was however not half a stone^s throw 
from fhe site of the present statue. In the AnHqmilt Nt» 
iUmtHet of tlie last mentioned author (vol. iiL art. zxzn.) there 
are tliree plates connected with .the History of Joav of Anc. 
Th.tfir$t plate rqiresents the P«rte Bomtrevil to the left, and 
the circular old tower to Hbe right — in which latter Joan was 
confined, with some houses before it ; the middle ground is a 
complete representation of tiie rubbishing state by which many 
of the public buildings at Rouen are yet surrounded; and 
ftench taste has enlivened the foreground with a picture of a 
loTcr and Ids mistress, in a bocage, regaling themselves vrith a 
flagon of wine. The old circular tower (" qui rit g^nlr cette 
infortun^," says Millin) exists no longer. The second plate 
represents thQ fountain which was bidlt in the market-place npon 
fhe very spot where the Maid suffered, and which spot was at 
flrst designated by the erection of a cross. From the style of the 
embellishments it appears to have been of the time of FVands I. 
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undergone a palpable change ! Ah, my finend— 
what emotions were once excited within this smair 
space 1 What curiosity, and eyen agony of mind, 
mingled with the tumults of indignation, the shouts of 
revenge, and the exclamations of pity ! But life now 
goes on just the same as if nothing of the kind had 
happened he^. The past is forgotten. This hapless 
Joan of Arc is one of the many, who, having been tor- 
tured as heretics, have been afterwards reverenced as 
martyrs. Her statue was, not very long after her exe- 

Goube has re-engraved this foimtam. It was taken down or de- 
molished in 17^ s upon the site of which was built the present 
tasteless production— resembling, as the author of the Itinhnire 
de Rouen (p. 69) well observes, ''rather aPtallas than the heroine 
of Orleans." The name of the author was Stodts. Millings 
/Alnf plate— of this present existing fountmn^ is desirable ; in as 
much as it shews the front of the house, in the interior of wluch 
are the basso-iilievos of the Champ de drap d^Or: for an accoont 
of which see afterwards. 

Millin allows that all portraits of her— whether in sculpture, 
or painting, or engraving— are purely idbal. Perhaps the 
nearest, in point of fidelity, was that which was seen in a painted 
glass window of the church of the JtfZiiSHMvat GhaUlot : although 
the building was not erected till the thne of Charles YIII. Yet 
it might have been a copy of some coeval production. In regard 
to oil paintings, I take it that the portrait of Judith, with a 
sword in one hand, and the head of Holofemes in the other, has 
been usually copied (with the omission of the latter accompani- 
ment) as that of Jeanne d'Arc. I hardly know a more inte- 
resting collection of books than that which may be acquired res- 
pecting the fate of this equally brare and unfortunate heroine. 
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ciitbii, almost adored upon that very spot where her 
body had been consigned with execrations to the flames. 
The square, in which this statue stands, contains pro- 
bably one of the very oldest houses in Rouen — and as 
interesting as it is ancient. It is invisible from with- 
out : but you open a wooden gate, and quickly find 
yourself within a small quadrangle, having three of its 
sides eoyered with basso-rilievo figures in plaster. 
That side which faces you is evidently older than the 
lefl : indeed I have no hesitation in assigning it to the 
end of the xvth century. The clustered ornaments of 
human figures and cattle, with which the whole of the 
exterior is covered, reminds us precisely of those nume- 
rous Httle wood-cut figures, chiefly pastoral, which we 
seeitt the borders of printed missals of the same pe- 
riod. The taste which prevails in them is half French 
and half Flemish. Not so is the character of the 
plaster figures which cover the side on entering. 
These, my friend, are no less than the representation 
of the procession of Henry VIII. and Francis I. to the 
fiunous Champ d£ djl^p d'Or : of which Mont&ucon* 
has published engravings. Having carefully examined 

* Far be it from me to depreciate the labours of Mont- 
faucon. But those who have not the means of getting at 
that learned antiquarian's Monarch'ie Fran^oise may possibly 
have an opportunity of examining precisely the same repre- 
sentations, of the procession above alluded to, in DucareVs 
AngUhNwman jintiquUies, Plate Xll. TiU the year 1726 this 
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this very curious relic, of the beginning of tbe rixteenth 

century, I have no hesitation in pronouncing the copy 
of Montfaucon (or rather of the artist employed by 
him) to be most egregiously fiiithless. I visited it again 
and again, considering it to be worth all the huge 
clocks" in Rouen put together. I hardly know how to 
take you from this interesting spot—* from this exhibi- 
tion of beautiful old art— especially too when I consi^ 
der that Francis himself once occupied the mansion, 
and held a Council here, with both English and French^ 
that his bugles once sounded from beneath the gate 
way, and that his goblets once sparkled upon the 
chestnut tables of the great hall. I do hope and trust 
that the Royal Academy of Rouen, will not suffer this 
architectural rehc to perish, without leaving behind a 
jEubstantial and fidthfiil representation of it.* 

extraordinary series of ornament was supposed to represent 
the Council of Trent ; l)ut the Abb^ Noel, happening to find a 
salaniaHder marked upon the back of one of the figures, sup- 
posed, with greater truth, that it was a representation of the 
abovementioned procession ; and accordingly sent Montfaucon 
an account of tlie whole. The Abbd might have found more than 
one, two, or three salamanders, if he had looked closely into this 
extraordinary exterior ; and possibly, in his time, the surfaces of 
the more delicate parts, especially of the human features, might 
not have sustained the injuries which time and accident now seem 
to have inflicted on them. [A beautiful effort in the graphic way 
representing the entire interior front of this interesting mansion^ 
is said to be puhlislied at Rouen.] 

• * [In the previous edition of this work, there appeared a fto* 
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While upon the subject of ancient edifices, let me 
return ; and, crossing the Mue de la Grosse Harhge^ 
contrive to place you in the centre of the square which 
is formed by the Palais de Justice. The inhabitants 
consider this buildmg as the principal Hon in their city* 
It has indeed claims to notice and admiration, hut will 
not bear the severe scrutiny of a critic in Gothic archi- 
tecture. It was partly erected by Louis XII. at the en- 
treaty of the provincial States, through the interest of 
the famous Cardinal d'Amboise, and partly by Francis I. 
This building precisely marks the restoration of Gothic 
taste in France, and the peculiar style of architecture 
which prevailed in the reign of Francis h To say the 
truth, this style, however sparkling and imposing, is 
objectionable in many respects : for it is, in the first 
place, neither pure Gothic nor pure Grecian — but an 
injudicious mixture of both. Ghreek arabesque borders 
are running up the sides of a portal teraiinating in a 
Gothic arch; and the Gothic ornaments themselves 
are not in the purest, or the most pleasing, taste. Too 
much is given to parts, and too little to the whole. 
The external ornaments are frequently heavy, from 

sinule of a smaU portion of this bas-relief, repressntiiig^— as J 
imagine — ^the setting out of Fraocis to meet Henry. Nothing, as 
fiEur as correctnees of detail goes, can give a more fiuthful re&em- 
bbmce of the pascisi stats in which the original appears i the 
deftced and the entire parts being represented with equal fidelity. 
Mons. Langlois has given a plate of the entire ih^ade or front— 
ia outUne^wiih great ability ; but ao small as to give little or no 
notion of the character of the originaL 
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their flise and elaborate execution ; and they seem to 

be stuck on to the main building without rhyme or 
reason. 

The criminal of^ces are tried in the hall to the 

right, and the prisoners are confined in the lower part 
of the building to the left : above which you mount by 
a. flight of stone steps^ which conducts you to a singu- 
larly curious hall,* about one hundred and serenty-fiTe 
English feet in length — roofed by wooden ribs, in the . 
form of an arch^ and displaying a most curious and 
exact specimen of carpenter's work. This is justly 
shewn and commented upon to the enquiring traveller* 
Parts of the building are devoted to the courts of assize, 
and to tribunals of audience of almost every descrip- 
tion. The first Presidents of the Parliament lived 
formerly in the building which faces you upon en- 
trance^ but matters have now taken a very different 
turn. Upon the whole, this ToumHeUlt or call it what 
you win, is rather a magnificent structure ; and cer- 
tainly superior to most provincial buildings of the kind 

' * In Ducard's time» "the ground Btory ccm^ted of a great 
qnadrangle Burrounded with booksellen shops. On one dde of it 
a stone staircase led to a large and lofty room, whkli« la its inter- 
nal as well as external appearance, resembled, though In minia- 
ture, Westminster Hall. Here (continues Ducarel) I saw several 
gentlemen of the lon;^ robe, in their gowns and bands, walking 
up and down with briefs in their bands, and making a great show 
of business.'' Anglo-Norman Antiquities^ p. 32. [According to 
Mons. Licquet, this ** singularly curious hall" was begun to be 
builtinl493. It was afterwards, and Is still called, /Is <S^I/e tf«r 
Proeurewt^ 
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which we possess in England. I should tell you that 
the courts for commercial causes are situated near the 
quays, at the south |>art of the town: and Monsieur 
Biauz, who conducted me thither, (and who possesses 
the choicest library* of antiquarian hooks, of all de- 
scriptions, relating to Rouen, which I had the good 
fortune to see) carried me to the Hall qf Commereit 
which, among other apartments, contains a large cham- 
ber (contiguous to the Court of Justice) covered with 
Jleurs de lyt upon a light blue ground. It is now how- 
ever much in need of reparation. Fresh lilies and a 
new ground are absolutely necessary to harmonise with 
a large oil-painting at one end of it, in which is repre- 
sented the reception of Louis XVI, at Rouen by the 
Mayor and Deputies of the town, in 1786. AH the 
figures are of the size of life, well painted after the 
originals, and appear to be strong resemblances. On 
enquiring how many of them were now living, I was 
told that — ALL WERE DEAD ! The fate of the principal 
figure is but too well known. They should have this 
interesting 8abject-»interesting undoubtedly to the 
inhabitants— executed by one of their best engravers. 
It represents the unfortunate Louis quite in the prime 
of life ; and is the best whole length portrait of him 
which I have yet seen in painting or in engraving. 

* the cMent /I'^rorjr.] Monsiemr Rianz, Arehi?i8te de la 
Chambre de Commerce. This andsble man unites a love of lite- 
ratoie with that of architectuial antiqiii^. The library of M. 
Le Prevoet is however as copious at that of Mens. R. 
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' It is right however that you should know, that, in 
the Tribunal for the determination of commercial 
causes, there sits a yery respectable Bench of Judges: 
among' whom I recognised one that had perfectly the 
figure, air, and countenance, of an Englishman. On 
enquiry of my guide, I found my supposition verified. 
He wu an Englishman ; but had been thirty years a 
resident in R&uen. The judicial costume is appropriate 
in every respect ; but I could not help smiling, the 
other morning, upon meeting my fiiend die judge, 
standing before ihe door of his house, in the open 
street — with a hairy cap on — ^leisurely smoking his pipe- 
And wherein consisted the harm of such a delasse^ 
menti 
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LETTER VIL 

THE QUAYS. BRIDGE OF BOATS* RUE DU BAO. RUB OB 
ROBBC. EAUX BE ROBEC ET d'aUBBTTB. MOMT STE. 

CATHARINE. HOSPICES— GjBNERAL £T D*HUMANITJ§. 

Still tanying vithin this old feshioned place? I 
have indeed yet much to impart before I quit it, and 
which I have no scruple in avowing will be well desery- 
ing of your attention. 

Just letting you know, in few words, ihat I ha^e 
visited the famous chemical laboratory of M. Vitalis, 
(Rue Beauvoisine) and the yet more wonderful spec- 
tacle exhibited in M. Lemere's machine for sawing 
wood of an descriptions, into small or large planks, by 
means of water works — I must take you along the 
QUAYS for a few minutes. These quays are flanked by 
an architectural firont, which, were it finished agreeably 
to the original plan, would present us with one of the 
noblest structures in Europe. This stone front was 
begun in the reign of Louis XV . but many and pros- 
perous must be the years of art, of commerce, and of 
peace, before money sufficient can be raised for the 
successful completion of the pile. The quays are long, 
broad» and full of bustle of every description ; while in 
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some of the contiguous squares, ponderous bales of 
goods, shawls, cloth, and linen, are spread open to 
catch the observmg eye. In the midst of this Taried 
and animated scene, walks a weU-known character, in 
his large cocked hat, and with his tin machine upon 
his back, filled with lemonade or cofifee, surmounted 
by a bell — ^which ever and anon" is sounded for the 
sake of attracting customers. He is here copied to the 
life. 




V 



As you pass along this animated scene, by the side of 
the rapid Seine, and its Bridge of Boats, you cannot 
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help glancing now and then down the narrow old- 
fiwhioned streets, which nm at right angles with the 
quays— with the innumerable small tile-lashioned pieces 
of wood, like scales, upon the roofs — which seem as if 
they would be demolished by every blast. The nar- 
rowness and gloom of these streets, togetiheT with the 
bold and orerwhelming projecllons of the upper stories 
and roofs, afford a striking contrast to the animated 
scene upon the quays:— where the sun shines with 
full freedom, as it were; and where the glittering 
streamers, at innumerable mast-heads, denote the 
wealth and prosperity of the town. If the day happen 
to be fine, you may devote half a morning in contem- 
plating, and mingling with, so interesting a scene. 

We have had frequent thunder-storms of late ; and 
the other Sunday evening, happening to be sauntering 
at a considerable height aboye ihe north-west Boule- 
vards, towards the Faubourg Cauehoise, I gained a 
summit, upon the edge of a gravel pit, whence I looked 
down unexpectedly and precipitously upon the town 
below. A magnificent and immense cloud was rolling 
over the whole city. The Seine was however visible 
on the other side of it, shining like a broad silver 
chord: while the barren,, ascending plains, through 
which the road to Caen passes, were gradually becom- 
ing dusk with the overshadowing cloud, and drenched 
with rain which seemed to be rushing down in one 
immense torrent. The tops of the Cathedral and of 
the abbey of St. Quen were almost veiled in darkness. 
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by the pasring stonn ; but the lower 'part of the tower, 

and the whole of the nave of each building, were in 
one stream of golden light — from the last powerful 
rays of the setting sun* In ten minutes this magically- 
varied scene settled into the sober, uniform tint of 
evening ; but I can never forget the rich bed of purple 
and pink, fringed with burnished gold, in which the 
sun of that evening set! I descended-^bsorbed in 
the recollection of the lovely objects which I had just 
contemplated — and regaled by the sounds of a thou- 
sand little gurgling streamlets, created by the passing 
tempest, and hastening to precipitate themselves into 
the Seine. 

Of the different trades, especially retail, which are 
carried on in Rouen with the greatest success, those 
connected with the cotton mamtfaetorie* cannot fail to 
claim your attention ; and I fancied I saw, in some of 
the shop-windows, shawls and gowns which might pre- 
sume to vie with our Manchester and Norwich produc- 
tions. Nevertheless, I learnt that the French were 
extremely partial to British manufactures : and cotton 
stockings, coloured muslins, and what are called ging- 
hams, are coveted by them with the same fondness as 
we prize their cambric and their lace. Their best 
articles iu watches, clocks, silver ornaments, and trin- 
kets, are obtained from Paris* But m respect to up- 
holstery, I must do the Rouennois the justice to say, 
that I never saw any thing to compare with their escru- 
toire* and other articles of furniture made of the wal- 
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nut tree. These upright escrutoiresj or writing desks, 
are in almost every bed-room of tihe more respectable 
hotels: but of course their polish is gone when they 
become stationary furniture in an inn — for the art of 
rubbing, or what is called elbow-grease with us — is 
abnost unknown on either side of the Seine. You 
would be charmed to have a fine specimen of a side 
boards or an escrutoire, (the latter five or six feet high) 
made by one of their best cabinet-makers from choice 
walnut wood. The polish and tone of colour are 
equally gratifying ; and resemble somewhat that of rose 
wood, but of a gayer aspect. The or-molu ornaments 
are tastefully put on ; but the general shape, or con- 
tour, of the several pieces of furmtmce, struck me as 
being in bad taste. 

He who wishes to be astonished by the singularity of 
a scene, connected with trader should walk leisurely 
down the Rue de Robec. It is surely the oddest, and 
as some may think, the most repulsive scene imaginable: 
But who that has a rational curiosity could resist such 
a walk ? Here live the dyer$ qf eloihet-^-aMid in the 
middle of the street rushes the precipitous stream, 
called L'Eau de Robec* — receiving colours of all hues. 
To-day it is nearly jet black: to-morrow it is bright 

* BoiuKiKville describes this river, in the sixteenth century, 
M being "ancone fois taulne, autrefois rouge, vertc, blefle, viol^ 
& antres coulenn, selon qu'vn grand nombre de teinturiers qui 
sent destus, la dinersifient par inlerualles en fiusaat leurs ma» 
ncnres." jinHquiteM de Caen, p. 36. 
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scarlet : a third day it is blucj and a fourth day it is 
yellow ! Meanwhile it is partiaUy concealed by litde 
bridges, cominunicating with the manufactories, or with 
that side of the street where the work-people live : and 
the whole has a dismal and disagreeable aspect — espe- 
cially in dirty weather: but if you go to one end of it 
(I think to the east — as it runs east and west) and look 
down upon the descending street, with the overhanging 
upper stories and roofs — the foreshortened, numerous 
bridges— the dififerendy-ooloured dyed dotbes, sus- 
pended from the windows, or from poles — the constant 
motion of men, women, and children, running across 
the bridges— with the rapid, eomeUan stream beneath 
you cannot fail to acknowledge that this is one of 
the most singular, grotesque, and uncommon sights in 
the wonder-working city of Rouen. I ought to tell 
you that the first famous Cardinal d*Amboise (of whom 
the preceding pages have made such frequent honour- 
able mention) caused the Eau de Robec to be di- 
rected through the streets of Rouen, from its original 
channel or source in a little valley near St. Martin du 
Vivien, Formerly there was a much more numerous 
clan of these " teinturiers" in the Rue de Robec— but 
they have of late sought more capacious premises in 
the fauxbourgs de St, HUaire and de MartawmUe, 
The neighbouring sister-stream, FEau d'Aubetie, is 
destined to the same purposes as that of which I have 
been just discoursing ; but I do not at this moment 
recollect whether it be also dignified, in its course, by 
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turning a few corn mills, ere it empties itself into the 
Seine. Indeed the thundering noise of one of these 
naUU, turned by the Robec river, near the church of 
St. Maclon, will not be easily forgotten. Thus you see 
of what various, strange, and striking objects the city 
of Rouen u composed. Bustle, noise, life and actiyity, 
in the midst of an atmosphere unsullied by the fumes 
of sea coal : — hilarity and apparent contentment : — the 
spruce bourgeoise and the slattern fiUe de chambre : — 
attired in restments of deep crimson and dark blue — 
every thing flits before you as if touched by magic, and 
as if sorrow and misfortune were unknown to the inha- 
bitants. 

Paulld majora canamus.** In other word^ let us 

leave the Town for the Country. Let us hurry through 
a £ew more narrow and crowded alleys, courts, and 
streets — and as the morning is yet beautiful, let us 
hasten onwards to enjoy the famous Panorama of 
Rouen and its environs from the Mont Ste. Catha- 
rine Indeed, my friend, I sincerely wish that you 
could hare accompanied me to ihe summit of this en- 
chanting eminence : but as you are far away, you must 
be content with a brief description of our little expedi- 
tion thither,* The Mont Ste. Catharine, which is 

* e^pediihn Mi^A^.]— When Jolm Evelyn visited tlus neighs 
bouiliood, in 1644, *' tbe country so abounded with woloei, that a 
shepherd, wliom he met, told him that one of Ids compamons was 
stnogled by one of them the day before— fmd that, in the midst 
of the flock ! The fields (contuiaes he) are mostly phmted with 
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entirely chalk, is considered the highest of the hills in 
the immediate vicinity of Rouen ; or rather, perhaps, is 
considexed the point of elevation from which die Qty 
18 to be yiewed to the greatest possible advantisLge. It 
hes to the left of the Seine> in your way from the town ; 
and the ascent begins connderably beyond the baniera. 
Indeed it is on the route to Paris. We took an ex- 
cellent fiacre to carry us to the beginning of the ascent, 
that our legs might be in proper order for scrambling 
up ihe acclivities immediately above; and leaving the 
main road to the right, we soon commenced our ambn— 
latory operations in good earnest. But there was not 
much labour or much difficulty : so, halting^ or stand- 
ing, or sitting, on each little eminence, our admiiiation 
seemed to encrease — tiU, gaining the highest point, 
looking towards the west, we found ourselves imme- 
diately above the town and the whole of its environs • • • • 

** Heavens, what a goodly prospect spread around 1" 

The prospect was indeed goodly — ^' being varied, ex- 
tensive, fertile, and luxuriant • • . in spite of a compa- 

pean sad apples and other dder ftiilts. It ii plentifully fur- 
niihed with quarrieB of stone and slate, and hath iron in aban> 
dance." Memmn of the lA/e and JFrUuigt of John Evelyn, 
▼ol. i. p. 50. Edit. 1818. My friend Mr. J. H. Maildand visited 
Mont St. Catharine the year after the risit above described. He 
was of coarse enchanted with the riew; and told m», that a 
friend whom he met there, and who had travelled pretty much in 
Italy, assured him there was nothing like it on the banks of either 
the Amo or the Po, In short, it is quite peculiar to itself— and 
cannot be surpassed. 
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zatively backward spring. The city .was the main 
olject, not only of attraction, but of astonishment 

Although the point from which we viewed it is consi- 
. dered to be exactly on a level with the summit of the 
spire of the Cathedral, yet we seemed to be hangings 
as it were, in like air, immediately over the streets them^ 
selves. We saw each church, each public edifice, and 
almost each street ; nay, we began to think we could 
discover almost every individual stirring in them. The 
soldiers, exerdsing on the parade in the Champ de 
Mars, seemed to be scarcely two stones 'throw from us ; 
while the sounds of their music reached us in the most 
distinct and gratifying manner. No ** Diable boiteux" 
could ever have transported a " Don Cleophas Lean- 
dro Perez Zambullo" to a more favourable situation 
a knowledge of what was passing in a city ; and if 
die houses had been unroofed, we could have almost 
discerned whether the escrutoires were made of maho- 
gany or walnut-wood! This wonder-working efiect 
proceeds from the extraordinary clearness of the atmos- 
phere, and the absence of sea-coal Hime. The sky 
was perfectly blue — the generality of the roofs were 
also composed of blue slate : this, added to the inci- 
pient verdure of the boulevards, and the darker hues 
of the trunks of the trees, upon the surrounding hills 
— the lengthening forests to the left, and the numerous 
white " maisons de plaisance"* to the right-— while the 

* It is thu8 prettily observed in the little Itineraire de Rouen — 
" Ces agr^bles maisons de plaisauce appartiennent ^ des habitants 



Digitized by Google 



78 



ROUEN. 



Seine, with its hundred vessels, immediately below, to the 
left, and in £Eice of you — ^with its cultivated little islands 
— ^and the sveeping meadows or race-ground* on the 
other Me — all, or indeed any, of these ohjeets conld 
not fail to excite our warmest admiration^ and to make 
us instinctively exclaim " that such a panorama was 
perfectly unrivalled !** 

We descended Mont Ste. Catharine on the side fac* 
ing the Ho^ice G6neral: a building of a very hand- 
some form, and considerable dimensions. It is a noble 
establishment for foundlings, and the aged and infirm of 
both sexes. I was told that not fewer than twenty-five 
hundred human beings were sheltered in this asylum; 
a number, which equally astonished and delighted me. 
The descent, on this side the hill, is exceedingly pleas- 
ing i being composed of serpentine little walks, through 
occasional alleys of trees and shrubs, to the very base 
of the hiD, not many hundred yards firom the hospitaL 
The architecture of this extensive building is more 
mixed than that of its neighbour the Hospice d'Hu- 
mamUf on account of the different tunes in which por- 

de Rouen qui y vieimeiit en fiuiulle, dans la belle saison, se d£- 
bmerdeB embarras de la ville et des fiitigaes du commerce." 
p. 163. 

t f8v»^TMniif.]— When the English cavalry were quartered 
here b 1814-5, the officen were in the freqnent habit of radng. 
with each other. These races were gaily attended by the hihabip 
tants; and I heard, from more than one mouth, the warmest 
commendations bestowed upon the fleetness of the coursers and 
the skill of the riders. 
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tions of it were added : buty upon the whole, you are 
rather struck with its approach to what may be called 
magnificence of style. I was indeed pleased with the 
good order and even good breeding of its motley inha- 
bitants. Some were strolling quietly, with their arms 
bdiind them, between rows of trees others were 
tranquilly sitting upon benches : a third group would 
be in motion within the squares of the building: a 
fourth appeared in deep consultation whether the 
poiage of to day were not inferior to that of the pre- 
ceding day ? — " Que cherchez vous, Monsieur ?" said 
a fine looking old man, touching, and half taking off, 
his cocked hat ; I wish to see the Abh6 Turquier," 
— rejoined I. ** Ah, il vient de sortir — ^par ici, Mon- 
sieur/' " Thank you." Monsieur je vous souhaite 
bonjour — ^au plaisir de tous revoir !*' And thus I 
ced through the squares of this yast building. The 
" Portier" had a countenance which our Wilkie would 
have seized with avidity, and copied with inimitable 
spirit and fidelity. 
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LETTER VIIL 

EARLY TYPOGRAPHY AT ROUEN. MODERN PRINTERS. 
CHAP BOOKS, BOOKSELLERS. BOOK COLLECTORS. 

Now for a little gossip and chit-chat ahout Paper^ 

Inhf Books f Printing-Offices, and curiosities of a gra- 
phic description. Perhaps the most regular method 
would be to speak of a few of the principal Presses, 
before we take the prodneHons of these presses into 
consideration. And first, as to the antiquity of print- 
ing in Rouen.* The art of printing is supposed to 
have been introduced here, by a citizen of the name 
of Maufer, between the years 1470 and 1480. Some 
of the specimens of Rouen Missals and Breviaries, 

* The reader may poesibly not object to consult two or three 
pages of the BiUkgr^hiettl Deeamerm, beginning at page 137, 
ToL ii. respecting a few of the early Rouen printers. Hie name 
of Maufer, however, appears in a fine large folio rolnme, end- 
tied Ggietamu de T^iemt ^'mceniini in QuatL AritM, MeSheer. LU 
brat, ofthe date of 1476— in the possession of Earl Spencer. See 
jEd, AUImp, Tol. it p. 134. Rrom the colophon of which we can 
only Infer that Maufer was a diusen tfRmun. [According to M. 
Idcqnet, the first book printed at Rouen — a book of the greatest 
rarity^was entitled Les Cromques de NcmunuStf par OuUUmme 
Le IWeur, 1487, foUo ] 
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especially of those by Morin, who was the second 
printer in this city, are very splendid. His device, 
which is not common, and rather striking, is here en- 
closed for your gratification. 




Few provincial towns have been more fertile in typo- 
graphical productions; and the reputation of Tal- 
LEUR, GuALTiER, and Valentin, gave great respect- 
ability to the press of Rouen at the commencement of 
the sixteenth century. 
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Yet I am not able to aaeertaln wliedier tibese 

were very fruitful in Iflomancei^, Ci)COnicIe|(, and old 
l^trp* I rather think, however, that they were not 
deficient in this popular class of fiteratnre^ if I am to 
judge from the specimens which are yet lingering, as 
it were, in the hands of the curious. The gravity even 
of an axchiepiscopal see could never repress the natural 
loye of the French, from time immemorial, finr light 
and fanciful reading. 

You know with what pertinacity I grope about old 
alleys, old courts, by-lanes, and unfrequented comers— 
in search of what is curious, or predous, or rare in the 
book way. But ere we touch that enchanting chord, 
let us proceed according to the plan laid down. First 
therefore for printing^ffices. Of these, the names of 
PiaiAiTX, (Imprtmeur de VAcculimie,) Baudrt, (Ink' 
primeur du Rot J Megard, (Hue MartainviUe) and 
Lecrene-Labbeit, ( Imprmew^'JAbraire et Marehand 
de Papers ) are masters of the prindpal presses ; but 
such is the influence of Paris, or of metropolitan 
fashions, that a publisher will sometimes prefer getting 
his work printed at the oapitaL* Of the foiegoing 

* [Since the publication of the first edition of this Tour, I have 
had particular reason to become further acquainted with the par- 
tiality of the Rouennois for Parisian printing. When M. Licquet 
did me the honour to translate my IXth Letter, subjoining notes, 
(which cut their own throats instead of that of the author anno- 
tated upon) he employed the press of Mons. Crapelet, at Paris : 
a press, as eminently distinguished for its beauty and accuracy, 
as its Director has proved himself to be for his narrow*minded- 
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;printerSj it behoves me to make some mention ; and 
yet I can speak personally but of two : Messieurfi Pe* 
riatix and Megard* M. P6riaux is printer to the 
AcadSme des Seienees, BeUeS'Lettres et Arts de Rouen, 
of which academy, indeed, he is himself an accom- 
.plished member. He is quick, intelligent, weU-bred« 
and obliging to tbe last degree ; and may be consi- 
dered the Henry Stephen of the Rouen Printers. He 
urged me to call often : but I could visit him only twice. 
Each time I found him in bis counting house, with hie 
cap on—ehading his eyes : a pen in his right hand, 
and a proof sheet in his left. Though he rejoiced at 
seeing me, I could discover (much to his praise) that, 
like Aldus, he wished me to say my saying quickly,"* 
and to leave him to his delea and stett f He has a great 
run of business, and lives in one of those strange, old- 
fashioned houses, in the form of a square, with an out- 
side spiral staircase, so common in lliis extraordmary 
city. He introduced me to his son, an intelligent young 
man — well qualified to take the labouring oar, either 

ness and acrimony of feeling. M. L. (as I learnt from a friend 
who conversed with him, and as indeed 1 naturally expected) 
seemed to be sorry for what he had done.] 

• like ^Idus, say my saying" quickly^ Consult Mr. Roscoe's 
Life of Leo X vol, i. p. 169-70, 8vo. edit. Unger, in his Life of 
Aldus, edit, Geret. p. xxxxii. has a pleasant notice of an inscrip- 
tion, to the same eflfect, put over the door of his printing-office 
by Aldus. [It has been quoted to satiety, aud I therefore omit 
it here*] 

Oft 
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upon the temporary or permanent retirement of his 
parent^ 

Of Monsieur M£oard, who may he called the an- 
cient JensoHf or the modern Bulmer, of Rouen, I can 
speak only in terms of praise — ^both as a civil gentle- 
man and as a successful printer* He is douhtless the 
most elegant printer in this city ; and being also a 
publisher, his business is very considerable. He makes 
his regular half yearly journeys among the neighbour- 
ing towns and villages, and as regularly brings home 
the fruits of his entei*prise and industry. On niy first 
▼isity M. Megard was from home ; but Madame, " son 
Spouse, Fattendoit a chaque moment !" There is a 
particular class of women among the French, whidi 
may be said to be singularly distinguished for their 
intelligence, civility, and good breeding. I mean the 
wives of the more respectable tradesmen. Thus I 
found it, in addition to a hundred dmilaT previous in- 
stancesj with Madame Megard. ''Mais Monsieur, 
je V0U8 prie de vous asseoir. Que voulez vous ?" " I 
. wish to have a little conversation with yodr husband* 
I am an enthusiastic lover of the art of printing. I 
search every where for skilful printers, and thus it is 
that 1 come to pay my respects to Monsieur Megard.^ 
We both sat down and conversed together; and I 

• [Mon3. P^aux has lately published a Dictionary of tlift 
Streets of Rouen, in alphabetical order; in two small, unosten- 
tatlont, and luefiil octavo volumes.] 
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found in Madame Megard a communicative, and well- 
instructed, representative of the said anpient Jenson» 
or modem Buhner. Enfini voila mon man qui ar- 
nve" — said Madame, turning round, upon the opening 
of the door : — when I looked forward, and observed a 
stout man, rather above the middle sizei with a coun* 
tenance perfectly English — ^but accoutred in the dress 
of the national guards with a grenadier cap on his 
head. Madame saw my embarrassment : laughed : 
and in two minutes her husband knew the purport of 
my visit; He began by expresnng his dislike of the 
military garb : but admitted the absolute necessity of 
adopting such a measure as that of embodying a na- 
tional guard. Soyez le bien Tenu ; Ma foi« je ne suis 
que trop sensible, Monsieur, de ITionneur que tous me 
faites — ^vu que vous etes antiquaire typographique, et 
que Yous avez publie des ouvrages relati& & notre art. 
Mais ce n'est pas id qu*il firat en chercfaer de beUes 
^preuves. C'est a Paris.** 

I parried this delicate thrust by obser^'ing that I was 
wdl acquainted with the £ne productions of Didoit 
and had also seen the less asppring ones of himself ; of 
which indeed I had reason to think his townsmen 
might be proud. This I spoke with the utmost sin- 
cerity. My first visit concluded with two elegant little 
book-presents, on the part of M. M^gard-<i-one being 
Heures de Rouen, d V usage du Diocese, 18H, 12mo. 
and the other Etrennes nouveUea commodes et uliles, 
lBi6, 1 too.— the former bound m green morocco; 
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and the latter in calf, with gilt leaves, hut printed on a 
sort of apricot-tinted paper — producing no uiipleaaiiig 
eflect. Both are exceedingly well executed. My 
visits to M. Megard were rather frequent. He has a 
son at the College Royale^ or Lycee, whither I accom- 
panied him, one Sunday mornings and took the church 
of that establishment In the way. It is built entirely 
in the Italian style of architecture : is exceedingly spa- 
cious : has a fine organ, and is numerously attended* 
The pictures I saw In it, although by no means of first- 
rate merit, quite convince me that it Is In churches of 
Roman, and not of Gothic architecture, that paintings 
produce the most harmonious efEbcU This college 
and church form a noble establishment situated In one 
of the most commanding eminehces of the town. From 
some parts of it, the flying buttresses of the nave of 
the Abbey of St* Ouen, with the Seme at a short dis- 
tance, surmounted by the hills and woods of Canteleu 
as a back ground, are seen in the most gloriously pic- 
turegque manner. 

But the printer who does the most business — or 
ratiber whose business lies in the lower department of 
the art, in bringing forth what are called chap books — 
is LfiC&ENfi-LABBSY — imprimeur-libraire et marchand 
de pa^pierg* The very tide Imports a sort of Dan 
Newberr^s repository. I believe however that Le- 
cr6ne-Labbey*s business is much diminished. He once 
lived in the Rue de la Groste-Harhge, No. 1£: but 
at present carries on trade in one of die out-sklrtiqg 
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streets of the town. I was told that the premises he 

now occupies were once an old church or monastery, 
and that a thousand fluttering sheets are now sus- 
pended where formerly was seen the solemn proces- 
sion of silken banners, with religious emblems, embla- 
zoned in colours of all hues. I called at the old shop, 
and supplied myself with a dipgy copy of the Ca^o- 
logue de la BibiioihSque Bleue — ^from which catalogue 
however I could purchase but little ; as the greater 
part of the old books, several of the Caxtonian stamp, 
had taken their departures* It was firom this Cata- 
logue that I learnt the predse character of the works 
destined for common reading ; and from hence inferred, 
what I stated to you a little time ago^.that Romances, 
Rondelay*, and chivalrous stories^ are yet read with 
pleasure by the good people of France. It is, in short, 
from this lower, or lowest species of literature — if it 
must be so designated — ^that we gather the real genius, 
or mental character/ of the ordinary classes of society. 
I do assure you that some of these chap publications 
are singularly droll and curious. Even the very rudi- 

4 

ments of learnings or the mere alphabet-book,, meets 
the eye in a very imposing manner — ^as in the following 

facsimile. 
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/in nomine Pauis, 8c Fila. 
I k fpiritus fancti. Amen. 

^ A abed 

efghik 

1 m n o p 
q r f s t u 

V X y z oc 






$aei3uinnftct fi fi 
Iflflfflfliffiaeoe- 

t l.'OraUon Dominicale. 

❖ T) Ater nofter , 
^ ■ - es in coe- 

fanctifice- 

tuum 




p Ater 
^ qui 

^ lis 





in these litUe ^^^^f t aone. She is intent 
de chambre, after her Bibliothigue 
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She smiles, and readily shews you CaUchisme d Fusage 
des Grandes Filles pour tire Mariees ; ensemble la 
mamdre tPaiiirer let Amam. At the first glance of it, 
you suppose that this is entirely, from beginning to 
end, a wild and probably somewhat indecorous manual 
of instruction. By no means; for read the Litanies 
and Prayer with which it concludes, and which I here ; 
send ; admitting that they exhibit a strange nuxtare of 
the simple and the serious, 

LITANIES. 

Pour toutes les FtUct qui d^eiU entrer en menage, 

Kyrie, je TOiidioiSy 

Chritte, 6tre marine. 

KjfHe, je prie toiu les Saints, 

ChriUet qae ce soit demaiD. 

Mae Marie, tout le Monde se marie. 

Saint Joseph, que vous ai-je fidt I 

Saht NkeUu, ne m'onblies pai. 

Saini M/dAie, que J'aie nn bon marl. 

Saini Maiikieu, qn'O craigae Dieu. 

qa'il m'aime tendrement. 
Saini Bruno, qufil tolt joli & beau. 

f¥meoit, qnll me soit fidele. 
Mil Jnir^, qa'fl atAt k mon gr^ 
Saba DitSer, quHl «ime 1^ travuller. 
Saini Jffenor/, qa'il a'aime pas jouer. 
Saini Seeerin, quil same pas le ^ 
SabU ClAteni, qofil Mdt diligait 
SmU Satwew, qufO ait boa o«Biir. 
Mtf A30«tf»» que je idi A mon aise. 

Saini Jatte, qaH medonne mi canoMe. 
Mtf J^nj^y qae mon mariage ae fiwe. 
SebnAugvefinp^imt^mniSMu 
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Oraison. 

Seig^neur, qui avez form 6 Adam de la terre, et qui lui avcz 
donn6 Eve pour sa rompa^ne; envoyez-moi, s*il vous plait, un 
bon mari pour compagnon, non pour la volupt^, mais pour vou» 
houorer & avoir dcs eafaats qui tous beuisseut. Ainsi soit il. 

Among the books of this class, before alluded to, 
I purchased a sbgularly amusing little manual called 

La Omfenion de la Bonne Femme/* It is really not 
divested of merit. Whether however it may not have 
been written during the Revolution, with a view to 
ridicule the practice of auricular confession which yet 
obtains throughout France, I cannot take upon me to 
pronounce ; but there are undoubtedly some portions 
of it which seem so obviously to satirise this practice, 
that one can hardly help drawing a conclusion in the 
affirmative* On the other hand it may perhaps be- 
inferred, with greater probability, that it is intended to 
shew with what extreme faciUty a system oi se^f-deeep' 
Hon may be maintained** Referring however to the 
little manual in question, among the various choice mor- 
ceaus which it contains, take the following extracts : 

♦ [Mons. Licquet translates the latter part of the above pas- 
sage thus ; — '* avec quelle facilite nous parvenons a nous abuser 
nous-m ernes," — adding, in a note, as follows: * J'avais d'abord 
vu un tout autre sens dans la phrase anglaise. Si celui que j'a- 
dopte n'^tait pas encore le veritable, j'en demande sincferement 
pardon h, I'auteur.*' In turn, I may not be precisely informed of 
the meaning and force of the verb ** abuser'* — used by my trans- 
lator ; but I had been better satisfied with the verb tromper^^-M 
more closely conveying the sense of the original.} 
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exempliiicatory of a woman's evading the main points 
qf coj^essum* 

Con/esseur. Ne voulez vous pas me rdpondre ; en un mot, com- 
bieo y a-t-il de temps que vous ne vous ctes confess(!^e ? 

La Pe'nitente. II y a un mois tout juste, car c'^toit le quatrifeme 
jour du raois pass6, & nous sommes au cinqui^ine du mois cou- 
rant j or comptez, mon p^re, & vous trouverez jiistemcnt que. . . , 

C. C'est assez, neparlez point tant, & dites moi enpeu de mots 
▼08 p6cli^. 

EUe raconie letp^cA^ d'autrui. 

JUt P^itente. J'ai un enfoot qui est le pins m^hant gar^on 
qne tous ayes jamais vu t il jnre, bat sa scaur, !1 fait I'tele, d6- 
robe tout ce qu'il pent pour joner ; il suit de m^cbaos fripons : 
Pautrejour en oourant il perdit son cliapean. Eofin, c^est un 
m^cfaant gar^, je venx rem I'amener afin que tous me I'endoo- 
triniez un peu sll tous plaSt. 

C. Dites-moi vos p^cb^. 

P. Hals, mon p^, J'ai une fille qui est encore ptre. Jene la 
pens faire lever le matin: Je Tappelle cent fovt t- Mar^tier^ : 
pImiM. mn Mere T ihe^ei prmptement et deicendt : fjf wtU, Elle 
ne bouge pas* tu ne view memtemaU, tu §ere$ haiiue. EUe 
s'en moque. Qoand je Tenvoie i la Ville, je lui dis retfiemprmpie'' 
meat, ne femntee pee* Cependant, elle s'arr^ k toutes les portes 
comme I'Ane d'un meibiier, eDe babille avec tous ceuz qu*eUe 
reneontre ; & quand elle me fiut eela, je la bats : ne fais-Je pas 
bien, mon p^re ? 

G. Dites-moi eet p^cbds et non pas ceuz de 00* enflnit, 

P. n se trottve, mon pke, que nous avons dans notre rue une 
TOlsine qui est la plus miefaante de toutes les fiunmes : elle jure, 
quereUe tous ceux qui passent, personne ne la pent souffrir, 
ni son mari, ni scs enfans, & bien souvent elle s*enivre, U vous 
me dites, mon p^, quelle est celle-lk ? c'est. • • . , 

0. Ah gardes-vous bien de la nommer ; car 1^ la confession O ne 
fimft jamais fidr oonn<^tre les peiionnes dont vous d^daiei let 
pkb^ 
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P.. eUe qfA Hemt se oonteer q»rte moi; graiidies-lftUeo« 
car vous ne Ini en sanriez trop dire. 

0. TaiseS'VfMiB done, & ne parlez que de vot -pichh, non pas 
de ceaxdet autra, 

BUe ^accuse de ce qui n^cst point pdch^. 
Penitente. — Ah ! inon pbre, j'ui fait un grand p^ch^, ah ! le 
grand p^chd ! H<ila8 je serai damndc, quoique mon confesseur , 
m'ait dcfendu de le dire j'amais, ni^nmoins moup^re je vais vous . 
le declarer. 

. C. Ne ledites point, puisquevotre confesseur vous Pa defendiif 
je ne veux point Pentendre. 

P. Ah ! n'importe ; je veux vous le dire, c'est un trop grand 
p^hd: J'ai battu ma mbre. * 

G. Vous ayez battu TOtre mere ! Ah ! misdrable, c'est un cas ' 
r^erv^ & un crime qui m^te la potence. £t quand Pavez-vous 
battue? 

P. Quand j'etois petite de PAge de quatre ans. 

C. Ah ! simple, ne savez-vous pas que tout ce que les enfans 
font avant P&ge de raison, qui est environ P^e de sept ans, ne 
sauroit etre un pdch£. 

There is however one ihingy which I must frankly 
declare to you as entitled to distinct notice and espe- 
cial commendation. It is, the method of teaching " ca- 
techisms^ of a di£terent and higher order : I mean the. 
CHURCH CATECHISMS. Both the Cathedral and the 
Abbey of St. Ouen have numerous side chapels. With- 
in these side chapels are collected, on stated days of 
the week, the young of both sexes. They are arranged 
m a circle. . A priest, in his white robes, is seated, or 
stands, in the centre of them. He examines, questions, 
corrects, or commends, as the opportunity calls for it. 
His manner is winning and persuasive. His. action is 
admirable. The lads shew him great respect, and are 
rarely rude, or seen to laugh. Those who answer well, 
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and pay the greater attention, receive, with words of 
commendatioii, gentle pats upon the head — and I could 
not but consider the blush, with which this mark of 
farour was usually received, as so many presages of 
future excellence in the youth. I once witnessed a 
most determined catechetical lecture of girb ; who* 
might be called, in the language of their matrimonial 
catechism, de grandes filles." It was on an evening,, 
in the Chapel of Our Lady in St. Ouen s Ahbey, that 
this examination took place. Two elderly priests 
attended. The responses of the females were as quick 
as they were correct ; the eye being always invariably 
fixed on the payement» . accompanied with a gravity 
and even piety of expression.- A large group of mo- 
thers, with numerous spectators, were in attendance. 
A question was put, to which a supposed incorrect 
response was given. It was repeated, and the same 
answer followed. The priest hesitated: something 
like vexation was kindling in his cheek, while the 
utmost calmness and confidence seemed to mark the 
comitenance of iheexaminant. The attendant moihen ^ 
were struck with surprise. A sflence for one minute 
ensued. The question related to the " Holy Spirit." 
The priest gently approached the girl, and sofUy arti- 
colated-"*' Mais, ma ehkxe conriderez un peli," — and- 
repeated the question. " Mon pere, (yet more softly, 
rejoined the pupil) j'ai bien consideree, et je crois que 
c'est comme je tous Tai deja dit.*' The Priest crossed 
his hands upon bis breast . • •brought down his eye- 
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brows in a thoughtful mood . . . and turning quickly 
round to the girl, addressed her m the most affeo- 
tioimte tone of voice — " Ma petite, — tu as bien dit ; et 
j*avois tort." The conduct of the girl was admirable: 
She curtsied, blushed • • • and with eyes, from which 
tears seemed ready to start, surveyed the circle of 
spectators . . . caught the approving glance of her 
mother^ and sunk triumphantly upon her chair — with 
the united admiration of teachers, companions, parents 
and spectators I The whole was conducted with the 
most perfect propriety ; and the pastors did not with- 
draw till they were fairly exhausted. A love of truth 
obliges me to confess that this reciprocity of aeal, on 
the part of master and pupil, is equally creditable to 
both parties ; and especially serviceable to the cause of 
religion and morality. 

Let me here make honourable mention of the kind 
offices of Monsieur Longchampy who volunteered his 
friendly services in walking over half the town with me, 
to shew me what he jusUy considered as the most wor- 
thy of observation. It is impossible for a generous 
mind to re f use its testimony to the ever prompt kind- 
ness of a well-bred Frenchman, in rendeiing you all 
.the services in his power* Enquire the way, — and 
you have not only a finger quickly pointing to it, but 
the owner of the finger must also put himself in motion 
to accompany you a.short distance upon the route, and 
ihat too uncovered! ''Mais, Monsieur, mettes votre 
ehapeau . . je vons en prie « • mille pardons." Moo- 
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sieur ne dites pas un seul mot • . pour mon chapeau, 
qu'il reste a son aise.*' 
Among book-coUectorsy AntiquaHes, and Men of 

Taste, let me speak with becoming praise of the amia- 
ble and accomplished M. Auguste Le P&evost — who 
b considered, by competent judges^ to be the best anti- 
quary in Rouen.* Mr. Dawson Turner, (a name, in 
our own country, synonymous with all that is liberal 
and enlightened in matters of virtu) was so obliging as * 
to ffwe me a letter of introduction to him ; and be 
shewed me several rare and splendid works, which 
were deserving of the commendations that they received 
from their owner. 

M. Le Prevost very justly discredits any remains of 
Roman masonry at Rouen; but he will not be dis- 
pleased to see that the only existing relics of the castle 
or town walls, have been copied by the pencil of a 
late travelling friend. What you here behold is pro- 
bably of the fourteenth century. 

♦ M. Le Prevost is a belles-lettres Antiquary of the highest 
order. His " M^moire faisant suite k I'E.ssai sur les Romans 
historiques du moyen Sge'* may teach modern Normans not to 
despair when death shall have laid low their present oracle the 
Abbe' de la Rue. [1 am proud, in this second edition of my 
Tour, to record the uninterrupted correspondence and friendship 
of this distinguished Individual ; and I can only regret, in common 
with several friends, that M. Le Prevost will not summon courage 
sufficient to visit a country, once in such close connexion with his 
own, where a beaksy axoaraoN has long awaited him.] 
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The next book-collector in commendalion of whom I 
am bound to speak, is Monsibvr Dufutbl ; a member^ 

as well as M. Le Prevost, of tlie Academy of Belles- 
Lettres at Rouen. The Abbe Turquier conducted 
me thither; and I found, in the owner of a choice col- 
lection of books, a well-bred gentleman, and a most 
hearty bibliomaniac. He has comparatively a small 
library; but, withal, some very curious, scarce, and 
interesting yolumes. M. Duputel is smitten with that 
amiable passion,^ the love of printing for private 
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dUiribtUian^thuB meritiog to become a sort of Roz- 
burghe Assodate* He was so good as to beg my 

acceptance of the " nouvelle edition" of his " Baga- 
telles Foetiques,'' printed in an octavo volume of about 
11^ pagesy at Rouen, in 1816. On taking it home, I 
discovered tbe following not infelicitous version of our 
Prior's beautiful little Poem of t/te Garland. 

Traduction de PAnglait de Prior. 

Ponr omer de CUo^ Im cherenx oadoyaos, 

Rurmi les fleurs noavellemeat Motes 

J^avais ehdri Im lis les pins briUsos, 
Les fldllets les plus beaux, et les plus fratehes roses. 

Ma Chlo^ snr son front les pla^ la matin : 

Alors on vit c6der sans peine, 
Lear vif dclat ^ celui de son teint, 
Lear donx parfom k ceuz de son haldne. 

De ses attraits ces fleurs paraissaient s'embellir, 
Et 8ur ses blonds cheveux les bergers, les berg^es 
Les voyaient se faner avec plus de plaisir 
Qu'iis ne les voyuent naitre au milieu des parterres. 

Mais, le soir, quand leur sein fl^tri 
Eut cess6 d'exhaler son odeur s^duisante, 

Elle fixa, d'un regard attendri, 
Cette guirlandc, h^las 1 u'agu^res si brillante. 

Des larmes ansiUtdt conlent de ses beanz yeux. 

One d'dloqnenee dans ces lannes ! 
Jamais ponr I'ej^rimer, le laagage des dleoz. 
Tout snbfime qa'il est, n'amait assei de chaimes. 



Digitized by Google 



98 ROUEN. 

En feignant d'i^norer cc tendre sentiment ; 

** Pourquoi," lui dis-je, " 6 ma sensible amic, 
'* Pourquoi verser des plcurs? et par quel changement 
" Abandouuer ton ame k la melancholie 

" Y(ri8-ta comme ces fleura lanfpiisseiit tristemeat V 

Me dit» en Mmpirant, ce monliste eimable^ 

" De leur frfttdieur^ en un moment, 
" S'est ^lipgd le cluurme pen dureble. 

** Tel est, h^las ! notre destin ; 
" Fleur de beauts ressemble ^ celles dee prairies ; 
On les volt toutes deux naltre ftyee le matin» 
" Et le 8oir 6tre fl^tries. 

*' E«telle hier encor brillait dans nos hameaux, 
** Et I'amour attirait les bergcrs sur ses traces j - 
" De la mort, aujourd'hui, I'impitoyable faulx 
" A moissonn^ sa jeimesse et ses graces. 

Soumise anz mimes lois, peut-ltre que demain^ 
" Comme elle anssi, Damon, j'anrai oess^ de Tim..., 
" Consacre dans (es ven la cause du chagrin 

^ Auquel ton amante se lim.** 

p. 92.* 

The last and not the least of book-collectors, which 
I have had an opportunity of visiting, is Monsibub 
RtAux. With respect to what may he called a Roubm- 
NOISE Library, that of M. Riaux is greatly preferable 
to any which I have seen ; although I am not sure 
whether M. Le Frevost's collection contain not nearly 
as many books. M. Riaux is himself a man of iirst- 
rate book enthusiasm ; and unites the avocations of his 
business with the gratification of his literary appetites, 
fai a manner which does him infinite honour. A dty 
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like Rouen should have a host of such inhabitants ; 
and the goyernment^ when it begins to breathe a little 
from recent embarrassnients, will, I hope, cherish and 
support that finest of all patriotic feelings, — a desire 
to preserve the relics, manners, and customs of past 
AOTMi Normandy is fertile beyond conception in ob- 
jects which may gratify the most unbounded passion 
in this pursuit. It is the country where formerly the 
harp of the minstrel poured forth some of its sweetest 
strains ; and the lay and the fabliaux of the twelfth 
and thirteenth centuries, which delight us in the text 
of Sainte Palaye, and in the versions of Way, owed 
th^ existence to the combined spirit of chivalry and 
literature, which never slumbered upon the shores of 
Normandy. 

Farewell now to Kouen.* I have told you all the 

• [The omisBion, in this place^ of the entire IXth Letter«relatiiig 
to the PmiLic Libbart at Ronen^ mast be accoimted for, sod it. 
is hoped, Bippmtd, on the principle hud down at the outset of 
this undertaking ; namely, to omit much that was purely biblio- 
graphical, and of a secondary interest to the general Reader. 
The Ubliograpby, in the original IXtb Letter, bebg of a partial 
and comparativdy dry description^-as relating almost entirely 
to aaeient volnmes of Omrcb Rituals— was thought to be better 
omitted than abridged. Another reason might be snccessfiilly 
urged for ito omission. 

This Kth Letter, which comprehends 22 pages in the previous 
impresMon, and alnnit 98 pages in the version, having been trans- 
lated and Mporslc/jr published in 1821, by Mons. IJoquet (who 
• sueoeeded M. Ckmrdin as Prindpsl Ubrarian of the Library 
in question) I had bestowed upon it pardcular attention, and 
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tellings which I thought worthy of commuiucation* I 

have endeavoured to make you saunter with me in the 

entered into several points by way of answer to his remarks, and 
in justification or explanation of the orig-inal matter. In conse- 
quence, any abridgement of that original matter must have led to 
constant notice of the minute remarks, and pigmy attacks, of my 
critical translator : and the stream of intelligence in the text might 
hare been diverted, or rendered unpalatable, by the observations, 
in tlie way of controversy, in the notes. If M. Licquet considers 
this avowal as the proclaiming of his triumph, he is welcome to 
the laurels of a Conqueror ; but if he can persuade any common 
FRIENDS that, in the translation here referred to, he has defeated 
the original author in one essential position — or corrected him in 
one flagrant inaccuracy — I shall be as prompt to thank him for 
Lis labours, as I am now to express my astonishment and pity at 
his undertaking. When M. Licquet put forth the brochure in 
question — (so splendidly executed in the press of M. Crapelet — 
to harmonise, in all respects, with the large paper copies of the 
original English text) he had but recently occupied the seat of 
his Predecessor. I can commend the zeal of the newly-appointed 
LibrariLin in Chief ; but must be permitted to question alike his 
Judgment and his motives. 

One more brief remark in this place. My translator should 
seem to commend what is only laudatory, in the original author^ 
respecting his countrymen. Sensitively alive to the notice of their 
smallest defects, he has the most unbounded powers of digestion 
for that of their excellences. Thus, at the foot of the abotb 
PASSAGE, in the text, Mons. Licquet is pleased to add as follows** 
m A note : Si M. Dibdin ne s'^tiut livr^ qu*& des digressions lie 
eette nature» il aondt trouv^ en France un chorus universe!, un 
concert de vceux nnanimes vol. \. p. 239. And yet few travellen 
have experienced a more cordial reception, and maintained a more 
harmofUoM intercourse, than he, who, from the foregoing qnot»- 
tion. is more than indirectly supposed to have provoked oppoii- 
tion and ducord! ] 
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streets, in the cathedral, the abbey, and the churches. 
We have, in imagination at least, strolled together 
aloi^^ the quays, visited the halk and public buiktiiigs, 
and gased with raptttre from Mont Ste. Catharine 
• upon the. enchanting view of the city, the river, and 
the neighbouring hills. We have from thence breathed 
ahnost the pure air of heaven, and surveyed a country 
equally beautified by art, and blessed by nature. Our 
hearts, from that same height, have wished all manner 
of health, wealth, and prosperity, to a land thus abound- 
ing in com and vine, and oil and gladness. We have 
silently, but sincerely prayed, that swords may for 
ever be turned into plough-shares, and spears into 
pfunmg-hooks — ^that all heart-bunungs, antipatlnes^ 
and anraioritieB, may be etemaHy eztinginshed ; and 
that, from henceforth, there may be no national rival- 
lies but such as tend to establish, upon a firmer footing, 
and upon a more comprehensive scale, the peace and 
happiness of fellow-creatures, of whatever persuasion 
they may be : — of such, who sedulously cultivate the 
arts of individual and of national improvement and 
blend the duties of social order with the higher calls of 
morality and religion. Ah ! my friend, these are nei- 
ther foolish thoughts nor romantic wishes. They arise 
naturally in an honest hear^ which, seeing that all 
creation is animated and upheld by one and the samk 
POWER, cannot but ardently hope that all may be 
equally benefited by a reliance upon its goodness and 
booBt;. 

VOL. X. H 
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From this eminence we have descended somewhat 
into humbler walks. We have visited hospitals, 
strolled in flower-gardens, and associated with pub- 
Mshers and collectors of works — bofih of the dead and 
of the living. So now, fare you welL Comjiuend me to 
your fiimily and to our conunon finends,— especially ta 
the tnjimfii^i should lihey perchance enqdre after 
iheir wandering Vice President. Many will be the days 
passed over, and many the leagues traversed^ ere I meet 
ihem again. Within twenty-four hours my back will be 
more decidedly turned upon ^* dear old England''--for 
that country, in which her ancient kings once held 
dominion, and where every square mile (I had almost 
said acre) Is equally interesting to the antiquary and 
the agikabrndst. I salute you wholly, and am youns^ 
ever. 
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LETTER IX. 

DBPAEIUaE FROM BOUBM. 8X. OfiO&OS DS B08CHEE- 
TILLB. DUCLAIB. BCAEIVAUX* THB ABBKT OF JUMI- 
lOBS. ABBIYAL AT GAUOXBBO* 

M9g, 1818. 

MY OBAB FRIEND. 

In spite of all its grotesque beauties and antiquarian 
attractionsy the city of eoubn must be qmtted — ^and 
I amabottt to parmie my route more in the character 
of an mdependent traveUer. No more DiUgmiee, or « 
Conducteur* I have hired a decent cabriolet, a decent 
pair of honmv andayel more promuing postilion: 
and hare alieady made a delightfi;^ rand migratioa* 
Adieu therefore to dark avenues, gloomy courts, over- 
hanging roo&, narrow streets, cracking whips, the 
never-ceaamg nolae of carts and caniages, and never- 
endmg movenunts of countless masses of population: 
— Adieu ! — and in their stead, welcome be the winding 
road, the fertile meadow, the thickly-planted orchard^ 
and the broad and sweeping Seine ! 

Accordingly, on the 4ih of this moio£h» between die 
hours of ten and eleven, A M. the rattling of horses* 
hoofe, and the echoes of a postilion's whip, were heard 
witfain the court-yard of the H6iel Vaiek IjConsieury 
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Madame, Jacques — and the whole fraternity of domes- 
ticsy were on the alert — pour fioire les adieux a Mes- 
neurs les Anglois*" This Jacques deserves somewhal 
of a paiticiilar notice. He is the prime minister of die 
Hotel Vatel.* A somewhat uncomfortable detention 
in England for five years* in the character of *^ prisoner 
of war/ has made him' master of a pretty quick and 
ready utterance of common-place phrases in our lan- 
guage ; and he is not a little proud of his attainments 
therein* Seriously speaking, I consider him quite a 
phenomenon in his vray; and it b right you should 
know tliat he affords a Very fair specunen of a sharp, 
clever, French servant. His hodily movements are 
nearfy as quick as those of his toiigue. He rises, as 
weU as his hretiiren, by five in the monung; and the 
testimonies of this early activity are qmckly discovered 
• in the unceasing noise of beating coats, singing French 
airs, and scolding the boot-boy. He rarely retires to 
rest before nud-night ; and the whole day long he is 
in one eternal round of occupation. When he is bor- 
dering upon impertinence, he seems to be conscious oi^ 
il— dedariiig that the English make hhn sauqr, but 
that naturaDy he is very civil.** He always speaks of 
human beings in the neuter gender ; and to a question 
whether such a one has been at the Hotel, he repUes, 
I have not seen to-day.*^ I am persuaded he is a 

* [I am ignorant of his present destination } but learn that he 
has (|uitted the above situation a long time.] 
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thoroughly honest creature ; and considering the pains 
which m taken to spoil hiniy it i#<8in]^EiBiiig witli what 
good tense and propriety he conducts hinulelf. 

About eleven o'clock, we sprung forward^ at a smart 
trot^ towards the harriers hy which we had entered 
Rouen* Our postilion was a borough mastisr of his 
calling, and his spurs and whip seemed to know no 
cessation from action. The steeds, perfectly Norman^ 
were somewhat fiery ; and we rattled ak>ng the streets, 
(for the ehatini never causes the least ahatement of pace 
with the French driver) in high expectation of seeing a 
thousand rare sights ere we reached Havre — equally 
the limits of our jouzney, and of our contract with the 
owner of the cabriolet. That accompfisfaed antiquary 
M. Le Prevost, whose name you have often heard, 
had furnished me with so dainty a bill of £axe, or carte 
de voyagCy that I bqa;an to consider eadi hour lost 
which did not bring us in contact with some aidbitec- 
tural relic of antiquity, or some elevated position- 
whence the wandering Seine and wooded heights of 
the a^facent country n^ht be surveyed with equal 
advantage. 

You have often, I make no doubt, my dear friend^ 
started upon something like a similar expedition:-* 
when the nunming has been £ur« the smi bright, the 
breeate gentle, and ihe atmosphere clear. In such 
moments how the ardour of hope takes possession of 
one 1— How the heart warpnst and the conversation 
flows! The barriers acKApproached; we turn to the 



106 



ROUEN TO HAVRE. 



leR^ and commence our journey in good earnest. Pre* 
rumAj to gainiiig the first conridsnble height, yoa 
paaB viSkge of Bapemime. This village is exceed* 
ingly picturesque* It is studded with water-mills, and 
18 enliyened by a »pid riyulet» which empties itself in 
a serpentiiie directioiiy into ihe Seine* Younowb^ipik 
to ascend a very commanding eminence ; at the top of 
which are scattered some of those country houses which 
are seen from Mont Ste. Cathaiine. The road isof a 
noble breadth. The day warmed ; and dismomitfai^ 
we let our steeds breathe freely, as we continued to 
ascend leisurely. Om first halting-place, according 
to the instructions of M. Le Fievost^ was Si* George 
de BosehermOe ; an ancient abbey estabUsbed in the 
twelfth century. This abbey is situated about three 
French leagues from Rouen. Our route thither, from 
die summit of the hill which we had just ascended^ lay 
along a road skirted by interminable orchards now in 
full bloom. The air was perfumed to excess by the 
fragrance of these blossoms* The apple and pear 
were beaatifunj enurpicaous; and as die sky became 
stin more serene, and the temperature yet more nuld 
by the unobstructed sun beam, it is impossible to con- 
ceive any thing more balmy and genial than was tfaia 
lorely day. The ninotes seemed to fly away too 
quickly— when we reached the village of BoschemiUe r 
where stands the church ; the chief remaining relic of 
thu onoe beaut^ abbey. We surveyed the west 
front very leisarely« and diongfat it an eictremely beau.* 
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ti^i specimen of the aidiitectuxe of the twelfth and 
thirteenth centuries ; for certainly there axe some por- 
tions more ancient than others. A survey of the 
chapter-house filled me with mingled sorrow and de- 
light : sorrow, that the Reyohitkm and a modem cot- 
ton manuHustory had metamorphosed it firom its original 
character ; and delight, that the portions which re- 
mained were of such beautiful forms, and in such fine 
preservation* The stone^ heing of a very dose-grained 
quality, is absohrtely as white and sound as if it had 
been just cut from the quarry. The room, where a 
parcel of bare-legged girls and boys were working the 
TespectiTe machineries, had a roof of the most delicate 
construction* 

The very sound of a Monastery made me curious to 
examine the disposition of the building* Accordmgly, 
I followed my guide through suites of apartments, up 
divers stone stair-cases, and along sundry corridors. 
I noticed the dormitories with due attention, and of 
course inquired eagerly for the Libbabt: — but the 
shelves only remained*-dtJier the foar or the fury of 
the Revolution having long ago dispossessed it of every 
thing in the shape of a bookm The whole was painted 
white* I counted eleven perpendicular divisions ; and, 
ftom the small distances between the upper shelves, 

* Mr. CoTMAN has published views of the West Front, the 
South East, the West Entrance, and the Sonth Transept, with 
sea^tnred capitals and basso-relievos, &c. In the whole, seven 
pistes. 
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iSbete most bave been a very considerable number of 
duodecimos* The titles of the respective classes of the 
libraiy weie painted in white letters upon a dark-blue 
ground, at top. Bibles occupied the fint division, and 
the Fathers the second : but it should seem that equal 
importance was attached to the works of Heretics as 
to those called Idttera Humaniares — ^for each had a 
division of equal magnitude. 

On looking out of window, especially from the back 
part of the building, the eye rests entirely upon what 
had once been fruitful orchards, abundant kitchen 
gardens, and shady avenues. Yet in England, this 
spot, rich by nature, and desirable from its proximity 
to agreat city, would« ere forty moons had waned^ have 
iprown up into beauty and fertility, and expanded into 
kauriance of condition. 

The day was now, if possible, more lovely than be- 
fore. On looking at my instructions I found that we 
had to stop to examine the remains of an old castle at 
Delqfontaine — about two English miles from 
George de BoscherviUe. These remains, however, are 
but the fragments of a ruin, if I may so speak; yet 
they are mterestmg, but somewhat perilous : for a few 
broken portions of a wall support an upper chamber^ 
where appears a stone chimney-piece of very enrions 
construction and ornament On observing a large 
cavity or loop-hole, about halfway up the outer wall, I 
gained it by means of a plentiful growth of ivy, and 
from thence surveyed the landscape before me. Her^ 
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having for some time' past lost sight of the Seine, I 
caught a fine bold view of the sweep of that majestic 
met, now beoomiiig broader and broader-^hile^ to 
tlie left, softly tinted by distance, appealed the bemn- 
tifol old church we had just quitted : the verdure of 
the hedges, shrubs, and forest trees^ affording a rich 
variety to the ruddy biossoms of the a|ypl^ and the 
white bloom of the pear. I adndt, however, diat this 
delicious morceau of landscape was greatly indebted, 
for its enchanting effect^ to the bhie splendour of the 
Aj, and die soft temperature of die aar; wbfle the 
fragrance of every distended blossom added much to 
. the gratification of the beholder. But it is time to 
descend from this ^Tation, and to think of reaching 
Dndair. 

DucLAiR is situated close to the very borders of the 
Seine, which has now an absolute lake-like iq»peaxance. 
We stopped at the aubeige to rest our horses $ and I 
eommeneed a diseourse with the masfeer of ihe hm 
and his daughter ; the latter, a very respectable-look- 
ing and weUrbehaved young woman of about twenty- 
two years of age. She was preparing a large crack- 
* ling wood-fire to dress a fish called tlie Alose, for the 
passengers of the diligence — who were expected within 
half an hour. The French thmk they can never ^u/^er 
tiieir victnak suffidendy $ and it would have produced 
a spasmodic affection in a thoroughly bilious spectator, 
could he have seen the enormous piece of butter whidi 
this active young emtimire thought neeessary to put 
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into the pot in which the ' Alase' was to be boiled* 
She laughed at the surprise I expfessed ; and added 
qu*on Ae peut rien fairetlans la cuinne sans le beune/ 
You ought to know, by the by, that the Alose, some- 
thing hke our mackerel in flaYOur, is a large and deU- 
dous fish; and that we were always amdous to bespeak 
it at the table-d*hdte at Rouen. Extricated from the 
lake of butter in which it floats, when brought upon 
table, it forms not only a rich, but a very substantial 
dish. 

I took a chair and sat in the open air, by the side of 
the door — enjoying the breeze, and much disposed to 
gossip with the master of the place* PeroeiTing this^ 
- the landlord approached, and addressed me with a 
pleasant degree of familiarity. ** You are from Lon- 
don, then. Sir ?" « I am." « Ah Sir, I never think 
of London but with the most painful sensations." 
^ How so?" Sir, I am the sole hm of a rich banker 
who died in that city before the Revolution. He was 
in partnership with an English gentleman. Can yoa 
posribly advise and assist me upon the sulject?" I 
told him that my advice and assistance were literally 
not worth a sous ; but that, such as they were, he was 
perfectly welcome to both. Your daughter Sir, is 
not married r — Non, Monsieur, elle n*est psis encore 
^pousee : mais je lui dis qu*elle ne sera jamais heureuse 
avant qu'elle le soit.** The daughter! ^l^o had over- 
heard the conversation, came forward, and looking 
archly over her shonldei^ replied-— ^ou maX^Mrmwe, 
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mon p^re !" A sort of truism^ expressed by her with 
wngiilar epigrammatie forc^ to which there was no 
making any reply* 

Do you remember, my dear friend, that exceedingly 
cold winter's night, when« for lack of other book-enter* 
tainmenft^ we took it into onr heads to have a rmmnage 
among the Seriptore9 Hutorue Namumnarum of Dir* 
CHESNE? — and finding therein many pages, occupied 
by GruUelmus Gemetieensis, we bethought oursekes 
ihat we would have fecooise to the Tahiable folio 
volume ycleped Nevstria Pia >*where we presently 
seemed to hold converse with the ancient founders and 
loyal benefiMitors of oertam venerable establishments ! 
I then litlle hnagined dial it would ever iaU to my lot 
to be either walking or musing within the precincts of 
the Abbey of Jumieges ; — or rather, of the ruins of 
what was onoe not less distinguished as a school of 
leanungy Hasa adnnred Ibr its wesltfi and ceMnnty as a 
monastic establishment. Yes, my friend, I have seen 
and visited the ruins of this Abbey ; and I seem to live 
*«mihi caiior** in consequence* 

But I know your love of mediod— and that ypu wiD 
be in wrath if I skip from Duclair to JuMiEGssere the 
horses have carried us a quarter of a league upcn the 
route. To the left of Duekur^ and also washed by 
the waters of the Seine, stands- Marwmuc; a most 
picturesque and highly cultivated spot. And across the 
Seine^ a Uttle lower down, is the beautiful domain of 
£ailfiM2Zmiye;-~whexearehangmggai^^ ' 
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d'ewtif and flower-woven arbours, and daisy-sprinUed 

meadows — for there lives and occasionally revels La 
Marquise * * * *. I might have been not only a spec- 
tator of her (q^lendor, hut a partieqpator of her hoapi- 
tality ; for my often-mendoned valuable friend, Bf. La 
Prevost, volunteered me a letter of introduction to her. 
What was to he done ? On^ cannot he every where 
in one day, or in one journey >-fio^ gravely balancing 
the ruins of still life against the attractions of animated 
society, I was uuchivalrous enough to prefer the for- 
mer—and worldiig myself up into a sort of fiuitasy, of 
witneasing the apectered Ibrma of Daoobbbt and Cio* 
VIS, (the fabled founders of the Abbey) I resolutely 
turned my back upon La MaUieraye, and as steadily 
looked forwards to Juioboss. We ascended very 
smsibly— ^len strikmg into a sort of bye-road, were 
told that we should quickly reach the place of our 
destination. A fractured capital, and broken shaft, of 
^ lata Norman time, left at random beneath a hedges 
seeme d to bespeak the vidnity of the abbey. We 
then gained a height ; whence, looking straight for- 
ward, we caught the first glance of the sj^res, or rather 
of the west end towers, die Abbey of Jnmieges.* 

• Mr. Cotman has published etdunjrs of the West Front : the 
1Wen,-tuiiiewhat fore-shortened ; the Elevation of the Nave^ 
and doorway of the Abbey : the latter an extremely interesting 
qiedmen of art. A somewhat particular and animated descrip- 
tion of it will be found in lAeui. HalPa Travels in France, 8fO. 
p. 57, 1819. [In the first edition, I had called the west end 
towers of the Abbey—'' smsU." Mens. Liofaot has snggeited 
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La voila, Monsieur," — exclaimed the postilion — in- 
creaaiiig his speed and muUipljiiig the flouriahes of his 
whip— Yoila la belle Abbaye r 

We approached and entered the village of Jumieges. 
Lieaving soBie neat houses to the light and lefi^ we 
diore to a snug auberge, evidently a portion of aone 
of the outer bufldings, or of Ibe diapter*boiiae^ attad&ed 
to the Abbey. A large gothic roof, and central pillar, 
upon entering, attest the ancient character of the 
place.* The whole struck us as having been formerly 
of very great dimenaions. It was a glorious sunnduny 
afternoon, and the villagers quickly crowded round the 
cabriolet* Voila Messieurs les Anglois^ qin rieniient 
voir FAbba3re-Hnais effisctivement il n'jr a rien a vw." 
I told the landlady the object of our visit. She pro- 
cured us a guide and a key : and within five minutes 
we entered the nave of the abbey. 

that I must have meant *' comparatively" small j — in contradis- 
tinction to the centre-tower, which would have been larger. We 
leam also from M. Licquet that the spire of this central tower 
was demolished in 1573, by the Abbd le Veneur, Bishop of 
Evreuz." What earthly moti?e could have led to such a brutal 
act of demolition ?] 

• [" I know perfectly well, says M. Licquet, the little Inn of 
wludi the author here speaks. I can assure him that it never 
fonned any portion of the "chapter house." It \vas neverthe- 
less line dependance ejoterieure (I \vill not attempt a version of 
- this phrase) of the abbey. Dare I venture to say it \vas the cow- 
house? (Stable aux vaches). Thank you, good Mons. Licquet; 
but what is a cow-house but " an wter building attached to the 
Abbey)*' Videsupnu] 
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I can never forget that entrance. The interior, it is 
true, has not the magical effect, or that sort of artifi- 
cial buiB^ which attends the fint view of Timtem 
abbey: bat, as die ruin is larger, there is necessarily 
more to attract attention. Like Tintem also, it is 
unroo£ed — yet this unroofing has proceeded from a 
diffimnt cause : of which piesendy. The aide aisles 
present you with a short flattened arch ; the naye baa 
none : but you observe a long pilaster-like, or alto-ri<^ 
lievo column^ of slender dimendonsy running firom bot- 
tom to top» with a sort of Roman capitaL The arched 
deling and roof are entirely gone. We proceeded 
towards the eastern extremity, and saw more frightful 
nmiges both of tiipe and of^icddent* The latter 
however bad triumphed oyer the former: batfixraec»« 
dent you must read revolution. 

The day had been rather oppressive for a May 
morning; and we were gettmg &r into the afltemooi^ 
when douds began to gather, and the sun became 
occasionally obscured. We seated ourselves upon a 
grassy hillock, and b^an to prepare for dinner. To 
• the left of us lay a huge pile of firagments of pillars and 
groinings of arches — the effects of recent hayoc : to 
the right, within three yards, was the very spot in which 
the celebrated Agn£s Sorel, Mistress of Charles VII, 
lay entombed :* — ^not arelic of mansdeum now mark- 

* [The heart and entrails only of this once celebrated woman 
were, according to M. Licquet, buried in the above spot. The 
body waa carried to Loches : and Bjbllbjfobsst (Comm^. vol. i. 
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ing the place where, formerly, the sculptor had exhi^ 
bited the choicest efforts of his arty and the devotee 
had repaired to 

Breathe a prayer for her soul— and pass on! 

What a contrast to the present aspect of tlungs ! — 

to the mixed rubbish and wild flowers with which every 
spot is now weU nigh covered! The mistress of the 
inn having furnished us with napkins and tumblersy we 
partook of our dinner, surrounded by the objects just 
described, with no ordinary sensations. The air now 
became oppressive ; when, looking through the few 
remaining nnglazed muDions of the windows, I observed 
ihat the clouds grew blacker and blacker, while a ikint 
rumbling of thunder reached our ears. The sun how- 
ever yet shone gaily, although partially ; and as the 
storm neared us, it floated as it were round the abbey, 
afibrding — by means of its purple, dark colour, con- 
trasted with the pale tint of the walls,— one of the most 
beautiful painter-like effects imaginable* In an instant 
almost — and as if touched by the wand of a mighty 
necromancer — the whole scene became metamorphosed. 
The thunder growled, but only growled; and the 
threatening phalanx of sulphur-charged ctouds rolled 
away, and melted into the quiet umform tint which 
usually precedes sun-set. Dinner being dispatched, I 

Ftot iL col. 31-32. edit. 1675, folio) gives a description of tbe 
mansolenin wkeie it was thaw entombed : a description, adds 
M. JAetpiiBtt which may well Mrvefw the msiuoleam that wu at 
Jimiieges.3 
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i<08e to make a thorough ezamhrntion of the rahis 
which had survived • . . • not only the Revolution, but 
the ciipidity of the pieaent owner of the soil — who u a 
fiek mm, fiving at Rouen — and who loyes to dispoie 
of any portion of the stone, whether standing or pros- 
trate, for the sake of the lucre, however triflings which 
arises from the sale. Surely the whole corporation .of 
die city of Rouen, with tiie mayor at their head, ought 
to stand between this ruthless, rich man, and the 
abbey — the victim of his brutal avarice and want of 
taste.* 

The situation of the abbey is delightftd. It lies at 
the bottom of some gently ujidulating hills, within two 
or three hundred yards of the Seme* The river here 
runs gendy, in a serpentine direction, at the foot of 
wood-covered hiUs — and all seemed, from our elevated 
statioHi indicative of iiuitfulness, of gaiety, and of pros- 
perity^ — all — save die mournful and magnificent re- 
mains of die venerable abbey whereon we gazed ! In 
fact, this abbey exists only as a shell. I descended, 
strolled about the village, and mingled in the conver- 
sation of the villagers. It was a lovely approach of 
evening — and men, women, and children were, seated, 
or sauntering, in the open air. Perceiving that I was 
anxious to gain information, they flocked around me — 

* [Notthennattestportionorparklcleof aajghcflcs^nSyOik 
bdng toM, B8 my trsnalator has told vs, that the soil" in qius- 
tlon has hecome the property of another Owner. ''Lsiiu isr 
HOAT^— ere the emphatic words of M. Lloquet.] 
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and from one nuui, in purticiilary loblained exact intet 
ligence about the hatoe whieli had been committed 
during the Revolution upon the abbey, The roof had 
been battered down for the sake of the ^eoc^to make 
buIIetB; the pevs^ altarap and iron^worky had bemi 
converted into other destruetive purposes of warfare ; 
and the great bell bad been sold to some speculators in 
a cannon-feundery at Rouen*^ The revolutionary 
mania had evcB imitaliied the AMbot This man, 
i¥ho must be considered as 

• « . • damned to eveilaa^g fiune, 

had been a monk of the monastery ; and as soon as he 
had attuned the headslup of il^ he diapoaed of every 
movable piece of fiimituie^ to gratify the revolutionary 
pack which were daily howling at the gates of the 
abbey for entrance ! Nor could be plead compulsion 
aa an excuse. He seemed to enjoy die work of d^ 
struction, of which he had the uncontrouled direction* 
But enough of this wretch* 

The next reeting-pbuse was Caudxbbc: a veiy con- . 
ffiderable vflkge^ or rather a small town. Yoil go 
down a steep descent, on entering it by the route we 
came. As you look about^ there are singular appear- 
ances on all sides— of houses^ and hanging gardem^ 
and elaborately cut avenues— upon summits, dedivi- 
tlesy and on the plain. But the charm of the yiew« at 

♦ [One of the bells of the Abbey of Jumieges ii now in tb« 
Tower of that of St. Ouen, at Rouen. Licqubt.] 
V0L« I. I 
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least to my okUfashioned feelings, was a fine old gothic 
chordiy and a Tcry fine spire of what appeared to 
belong to anotber. As tbe evening had completely 
set in, I resolved to reserve my admiration of the place 
till the morrow. 
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LETTER X. 

CAVDEBE€. LILLEBONNC. BOLBEC. TANKARVILLE. 
' MOMTHOBBNCI CASTLE* HAVRE DB GRACE. 

My last concluded with our entrance into Caudebec. 
The present opens with a morning scene at the same 
place. For a miracle I was stirring before nine. The 
church was the first object of attraction. For the size 
of the place^ it is really a noble structure : perhaps of 
the early part of the sixteenth, or latter part of the 
fifteenth century.* I speak of the exterior generally, 
and of a great portion of the interior. A little shabby 
green-baise covered door (as usual) was half open, and 
I entered with no ordinary expectations of gratifica- 
tion. The painted glass seemed absolutely to warm 
the place^so rich and varied were its colours. There 
is a great abundance of it, and especially of figures of 
family-groups kneehng — rather small, but with great 
appearance of portrait-like fidefity. They are chiefly 
of the first half of the sixteendi century: and I own 
that, upon gazing at these charming specimens of an- 
cient painting upon glass, I longed to fix an artist 
before every window, to bear away triumphantly, in a 

• [The mve-wM begun in 1416. Licqust.] 
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portfotio of elephantine dunensionsy a iaitlifiil copy of 

almost every thing I saw. In some of the counte- 
nances, I fancied I traced the pencil of Lucas C&a- 
KACH — and even of Hans Holbbxn. 

This chvfch has nmnerons sid^ chapels, and figUTea 
of patron-saints. The entombment of Christ in white 
marble, (at the end of the chapel of the Virgin,) is 
rather smgnkr ; masmuch as the figure of Christ itself 
is ancient, and exceedingly fine in anatomical expres- 
sion ; but the usual surrounding figures are modern, 
and proportionably clumsy and inexpressive* I noted 
one mural monument, to the memory of OuUlaume 
TeUier, which was dated 1484.* Few churches have 
more highly interested me than this at Caudebecf 
From the church I strolled to the Place, where stood 

* [Corrected by Mom. Lioquet » with thanks from the Author. 
It was, before, 1184.] 

t Lieutenant Hall has well described it. I did not see his 
description till more than a twelvemonth after my own had been 
written. A part may be worth extracting.../' The principal 
object of attraction is the Church, the gothic spire of which is 
encircled by fillets of roses, beautifully carved in stone, and con- 
tinued to the very summit of the steeple. The principal portal 
too is sculptured with no less richness and delicacy than that of 
St. Maclou at Rouen. Its interior length is about 260 feet by 
72 of width. The central aisle [nave] is flanked on either aide by 
ten massive, circular columns, the capitals of which represent 
vine leaves and other decorations, more fandful, and not leei 
rich, than the Corinthian acanthus. . In one of the chapels there 
is a rude monumental effigy of the original architect of this 
church. It consists of a small skeleton, drawn in black lines^ 
against ft tablet in the waU : » mason's level and trowel, with the 
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the caJB^, by the banks of the Seine. The morning 
▼iew of this scene perfectly delighted me. Nothing 
can be more picturesque. The river cannot be much 
less than a mile in width, and it makes a perfect 
bend in the form of a crescent. On one side, that 
on which the village stands, are walks and gardens 
through which peep numerous white villas — and on 
the other are meadows, terminating in lo^ rising 
grounds— feathered with coppice-wood down to the 
very water's edge. This may be considered, in fact, 
only a portion of the vast Forest de Brotonne, which 
rises in wooded majesty on the opposite hdgbts. The 
spirit and the wealth of our countrymen would make 
Caudebec one of the most enchanting siunmer-resi- 
dences in the world. The population of the town is 
estimated at about iiVe thousand. 

Judge of my astonishment, when, on going out of 
doors, I saw the river in a^state of extreme agitation : 
the whole mass of water rismg perpendicn]arly» as it 
were, and broad rippling waves rolling over each other. 
It was the coming in of the tide .... and within a 
qnarter of an hour it appeared to have risen upwards 

plan of a building, are beside it, and an inscription in gothic cha* 
nctem, relating that the architect endowed' the ehuehhehad 
built with certain lands, and died Anno 1484." Travel* in Frtmoe, 
p. 47, 1819, 8vo. 1 take this to be Guillaume TbuiIBH^— men- 
tioned above : bnt in regard to the lands with which Tellier en- 
dowed the church, the inscription says nothuig. Licqvbt. 
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of three feet. You may remember that, in our own 
country, the Sevem-ticles exhibit the same phenome- 
non ; and I have seen the river at Glocester rise at 
once to the height of eight or ten feet^ throwing up a 
shower of foam from ihe gradually narrowing bed of 
the river, and causing all the craft, great and small, to 
rise up as if by magic, and to appear upon a level with 
the meadows. The tide at Caudebec, although similar 
in kind, was not so in degree ; for it rose gradually yet 
most visibly — and within half an hour, the elevation 
could not have been less than seven or eight feet. 

Having walked for some time on the heights of the 
town, with which I was much gratified, I returned to 
my humble auberge, ordered the cabriolet to be got 
ready, and demanded the reckoning : — which, consi- 
dering that I was not quite at an htol-royale, struck 
me as being far from moderate. Two old women, of 
similar features and age, presented themselves as I was 
gettmg into the carriage : one was the mistress, and 
the ol^er the fiUe de chambre. ''Mais, Monsieur 
(observed one of them) n*oubliez pas, je vous prie, la 
iille-de-chambre — ^rappellez-vous que vos souliers out 
ete superieurement d^crottes." I took out a franc to 
remunerate the supposed fille-de-chamhre— but was 
told it was the mistress* " N'importe, Monsieur, c'est 
a ce moment que je suis fille-de-chambre — quand 
vous seres parti, je serai la maitresse." The postilion 
seemed to enjoy this repartee as much as ourselves. 
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I was scarcely out of the town half a mile, when I 
began to ascend. I found myself quickly in the middle 
of those rising grounds which are seen fr<nn the pro- 
menade or Place du Caffi, and could not look without 
extraordinary gratification upon the heautiful character 
of spring in its advanced state. The laich was even yet 
picturesque: ihe hazel and nut trees were perfectly 
clothed with foliage, of a tender yet joyous tint : the 
chestnut was gorgeously in bloom ; the lime and beech 
were beginning to give abundant promise of their 
Ibtore luxuriance — ^while the lowlier tribes of laburnum 
and box, with their richly clad branches, covered the 
ground beneath entirely from view. The apple and 
pear blossoms still continued to variegate the wide 
sweep of foliage, and to fill the air with their delicious 
perfume. It might be Switzerland in miniature — or it 
might not. Only this I know— that it seemed as though 
one could live embosomed and enchanted in such a 
wilderness of sweets — reading the fabliaux of the old 
Norman bards till the close of human existence ! 

I found myself on a hard« strait, chalky old road — . 
evidently Roman; and in due time perceived and 
entered the town of Lillebonne. But the sky had 
become overcast : soft and small rain was descendin|^ 
and an unusual gloom prevailed ... when I halted, 
agreeably to my instructions, immediately before tiie 
gate of the ancient Castle, Venerable indeed is this 
Norman castie, and extensive are the rubs which have 
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surrived. I have a perfect recollection how it peeped 
out upon me— through the light leaf of the poplar, and 
the pink Uossom of the apple. It lies dose to the 
road, on the left. An old round tower, apparently of 
the time of William the Conqueror, very soon attracts 
yoor attention. The stones are large^ and the inter* 
stices are also Tery considerable. It was here, says a 
yet current report, that William assembled the Barons 
of Normandy, and the invasion of Kngland was deter- 
mined upon. Such a spot therefore strikes an English 
beholder with no ordinary emotions. I alighted ; sent 
the cabriolet to the inn, and wished both postilion and 
horses to get their dinners without delay. For mysd^ 
I had resolved to reserve my appetite till I reached 
Bolbec ; and there was food enough before me of a 
diffbrent description, to exercise my inteUectual diges- 
tion for at least tiie next hour. Knocking at the mas- 
sive portals, I readDy obtained admittance. 

The area, entirely a grass-plat, was occupied by 
several cows. In front, were evidently the ruins of a 
large chapel or church — perhaps of tiie xmh century. . 
The outer fhee of the walls went deeply and perpen- 
dicularly down to the bottom of a dry fosse ; and the 
right angle portion of the building was covered with 
garden ground, where tiie owner showed us some peas 
which he boasted he should have at his table within five 
days. I own I thought he was very likely to carry his 
boast into execution ; Ibr finer vegetables^ or a finer 
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bed of earth, I had scarcely ever bdield. How thinga, 
my dear fiiend, are changed firom their original cha- 
racter and destination! "But the old round tower," 
say you ! — ^To " the old round tower" then let us go. 
The stair-case ia narrow, dark, and decayed. I reached 
&e first floor, or dhrcular room, and noticed the con- 
struction of the window seats — all of rough, solid, and 
massive stone. I ascended to the second floor ; which, 
if I remember lightly, was strewn with a portiim of the 
third floor — that had fallen in from sheer decay. €h!eat 
must have been the crash — as the fragments were huge^ 
and widely scattered. On gaining a firm footing upon 
die outer wall, through a loop-hole window, I gaaed 
around with equal wonder and delight. The wall 
of this castle could not be less than ten feet in thick- 
ness* A young woman, the shepherdess of the spot^ 
attended as guide. 

"What is that irregular rude mound, or wall of 
earth, in the centre of which children are playing ?" 
«It ia the oW Romtm Tkeaire, Sir." I immediately 
called to mind M. Le Prevost's instructions — aiid if I 
could have borrowed the wings of a spirit, I should 
have instantly alighted upon the spot — ^but it was situ- 
ated widiout the predncta of the M castle and its ap- 
purtenances, and a mortal leap would have been at- 
tended with a mortal result. " Have you many Eng- 
lish who visit this spot?** said I to my guide.— ''Scarce- . 
ly ant/, Sir-4t is a frightful place — full of desolation 
and sadness . . " replied she. Again I gazed around. 
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and in the distance, through an aperture in the orchard 
trees, saw the little fishbg Tillage of Quillebeu/,* quite 

* Small as may be this village, and lnsii(nit]cant as may be its 
aspect, it is one of the most important places, with respect to 
navigation, in the wliole course of the river Seine. Seven years 
ago there were not fewer than fourscore pilots settled here, by 
order of government, for the purpose of guarding against acci- 
dents which arise from a want of knowledge of the navigation of 
the river. In time of peace this number would necessarily be 
increased. In the year 1789 there were upwards of 250 English 
vessels which passed it — averaging, in the whole, 19,000 tons. It 
is from Quillebeu/ to Havre that the accidents arise. The author 
of a pompous, but very instructive memoir, " sur la Topogra- 
phic et la Stat'istique de la Fille de Quillebeu/ et de I' embouchure 
de la Seinr, ayiint ])0!<r objet-principal la naviifation et la pechi,** 
(published in the Transactions of the Rouen Society for the year 
1812, and from which the foregoing information has been ob- 
tained) mentions three or four wrecks which have taken place in 
the immediate vicinity of Quillebeuf : and it should seem that a 
calm is, of all things, the most fatal. The currents are strong, 
and the vessel is left to the mercy of the tides in consequence. 
There are also rocks and sand banks in abundance* Among the 
wrecks, was one, in which a young girl of eighteen years of age 
fell a victim to the ignorance of the pilot. The vessel made a 
false tack between Node and Tancarville, and running upon a 
bank, was upset in an instant. An English vessel once shared the 
same calamity. A thick fog suddenly came on, when the sloop 
ran upon a bank near the Nez de Tancarville, and the crew had 
just time to throw themselves into the boat and escape destru^ 
tioD. The next morning, so sudden and so decisive was the 
change wrought by the sand and current, that, of the sloop, there 
remained, at ebb-tide, only ten feet of her mast visible ! It ap- 
pears that the QuiUebois, owing to their detached situation, and 
their peculiar occupations, speak a very barbarous French. They 
have a sort of sing-song method of pronunciation ; and the ^ and 
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buried, as it were, in the waters of the Seine. An arm 

of the river meanders towards Lillebonne. Having 
gratified my picturesque and antiquarian propensities, 
from this elevated situation, I retrod, with more diffi- 
culty than toil, my steps down the stair-case. A second 
stroll about the area, and along the skirts of the wall, 
was sufficient to convince me only— how slight and 
imperfect had been my survey ! 

On quitting the portal through which I entered, and 
bidding adieu to my Shepherdess and guide, I imme- 
diately hastened towards the Roman Theatre.* The 

j are sfraugely perverted by them. Consult the memoir here 
referred to ; which occupies forty octavo pages ; and which forma 
a sequel to a previous communication (in 1810) ** upon the Topo- 
graphy and Medical properties of Quillebeuf and its adjacent 
parts." The author is M. Boismarc. His exordium is a speci- 
men of the very worst possible taste in composition. One would 
suppose it to be a prelude to au account of the discoYery of ano- 
ther America ! 

* [** The Roman Circus (says M.Licquet) is now departmental 
property. IVIany excavations have already taken place under the 
directions of Mons. Le Baron de Vanssay, the present Prefect of 
the Department. The most happy results may be anticipated. 
It was in a neighbouring property that an antique bronze gilt 
STATUE, of the size of life, was lately found," vol. i. UM. Of 
this statue, Mr. Samuel Woodburn, (\vith that spirit of liberality 
and love of art which have uniformly characterised his purchases) 
became the Owner. The sum advanced for it was very conside- 
rable ; but, in one sense, Mr. W. may be said to have stood as 
the Representative of his country ; for the French Government 
declining to give the Proprietor the sum which he asked, Mr. 
U'oodbum purchased it — solely with the view of depositi^ it, on 
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town of Lillebonne has a very picturesque appearance 
from the old mound^ or railed terrace, along the outer 
walls of the castle. In five muiutes I muigled with the 

school boys who were amusing themselves within the 
ruins of all that is left of this probably once vast and 
magnificent old theatre. It is only by clearing away a 
great quantity of earth, with which these ruins are 
covered, that you can correctly ascertain their cha- 
racter and state of preservation. M* Le Prevost bade 
me remark that the walls had much swerved from their 
original perpendicularity, — and that there was much 
irregularity in the laying of the bricks among the stones. 

the same terms of purchase, in a National (Iallery of Art, 
of which the bequest of Mr. Payne Knight's ancieut bronzes and 
coins, and the purchase of Mr. Angerstein's pictures, might be 
supposed to lay the foundation. 

This statue was accordingly brouj^ht over to Eni^land, and 
freely exhibited to the curious admirers of ancient art. It is the 
figure of an Apollo — the left arm, extended to hold the lyre, 
being mutilated. A portion of the limbs is also mutilated ; but 
the torso, head and legs, are entire : and are, of their kind, of the 
highest class of art. Overtures were made for its purchase by 
government. The Trustees of the British Museum were unani- 
mous both in their admiration and recommendation of it : it was 
indeed ** strongly recommended" by them to the Treasury. 
Several months however elapsed before an answer could be ob- 
tained; and that answer, when it did come, was returned in the 
NEGATIVE. The disappointment of reasonably indulged hopes of 
success, ^vas the least thing felt ])y its owner. It was the neces- 
sity of transporting it, in consequence, to enrich a rival capital — 
which, were its means equal to its wishes and good taste, it must be 
confessed, makes us frequently blush for the comparative want of 
energy and liberality, at home, in matters relating to ancient art. 
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But tone, design, and accident^ have each in turn Qn 
all probability) so contributed to decompose, deftce, 
and alter the original aspect of the building, that there 
18 no forming a correct co^jectiure as to its ancient 
form. Eardi, grass, trees, flowers, and weeds, have 
taken almost entire possession of some low and massive 
outer walls ; so that the imagination has full play to 
supply all deficiencies which appear to the eye* 

From the whole of this interesting spot I retreated — 
with mixed sensations of melancholy and surprise— to 
the little auberge of the TAree Moors, in the centre of 
the town. It had begun to rain smartly as we took 
shelter in the kitchen ; where, for the first time since 
leaving England, I saw a display of utensils which 
might have vied with our own, or even with a Dutch 
interior, for neatness and order of disposition* Some 
of the dishes might have been as ancient as — not the 
old round Tower — but as the last English Duke of 
Normandy who might have banquetted Ihere. The 
whole was in high polish and fid! display. ' On my 
complimenting the good Auhergiste upon so creditable 
a sighty she laughed, and replied briskly — Ce n'est 
rien, oeci : Pentec6te est tout pr^ et done vous verres, 
Monsieur !" — ^It should seem that Whitsuntide was the 
season for a general household purification. Some of 
her furniture had once belonged to the Castle : but 
she had bought it, in the scramble which took place at 
the dispersion and destruction of the movables there, 
during the Revolution. I recommend all travellers to 
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take a lunch, and enjoy a bottle of vin ordinaire, at . 
Le$ IVms Nigres, I was obliged to summon up all 
my stock of knowledge in polite phraseology, in order 
to decline a plate of soup. It was delicious above 
eyery thing** — ^''but I had postponed taking dinner 
tfll we got to Bolbec.** " Bon — ^vous y trouverez un 
hotel superbe." The French are easily pleased ; and 
dvility is so cheap and current a coin abroad, that I 
wish our countrymen would make use of it a little 
more frequently than they appear to do. I started 
about two for Bolbec. 

The rain continued during the whole of my route 
thither ; but it did not prevent me from witnessing a 
land of plenty and of picturesque beauty on all sides. 
Indeed it is scarcely possible to conceive a more rich 
and luxuriant state of culture. To the lefit, about half 
a league from Lillebonne, I passed the domain of a 
once wealthy, and extremely extensive abbey. They 
call it the Abbey qf Vakuie* A long rambfing bare 
stone wall, and portions of a deserted ruin, kept in 
sight for full half an English mile. The immediate 
approach to Bolbec is that of the entrance to a modern 
and flourishing trading town, which seems to be begin- 
ning to recover from the effects of the Revolution. 
After Rouen, and even Caudebec, it has a stiff moder- 
nised air. I drove to the principal inn, opposite the 
church, and bespoke dinner and a bed. The church 
is perfectly modern, and equally heavy and large. 
Crowds of people were issuing £rom Vespers, when. 
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ascending a flight of steps^ (for il is built on ground 
conriderably above the ground-floor of the mn) I 

resolved to wait for the final departure of the congre- 
gation^ and to take a leisurely sunrey of the interior, 
while dinner was getting ready. 

The sexton was a perfect character in his way ; old, 
shrewd, communicative, and civil. There were several 
confessionals. What— you confess here pretty much V* 
** Yes, Sir ; but chiefly females, and among them many 
widows." I had said nothing to provoke this ungal- 
lant reply. " In respect to the Mcrameni, what is the 
proportion between the communicants, as to sex?** 
" Sir, there are one hundred women to twelve men/* 
I wish I could say that this disproportion were con- 
fined to France, 

Qmtting this heavy and ugly, but large and com- 
modious fabric, I sought the inn and dinner. The 
cook was in every respect a learned professor in his 
art, and the produce of his skill was equally excellent 
and acceptable. I bad scarcely finished my repast, 
and the Gruyere cheese and nuts yet Ungered upon 
the table, when the soft sounds of an organ, accompa- 
nied by a youthfiil voice, saluted my ears in a very 
pleasing manner. ** C*est le pauvre petit Savoyard, 
Monsieur"— exclaimed the waiter — " Vous allez en- 
tendre un air touchant 1 Ah, le pauvre petit !" — Com- 
ment 9a t" Monsieur, il n*a ni p^re ni m^re; mais 
pour le chant — oh Dieu, il n'y a personne qui chante 
comme le pauvre petit Savoyard I" I was well dis- 
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IKiied to hear the eong^ and to admit the truth of 

the waiter^s observation. The little itinerant stopped 
opposite the door, and sung the following air : — 

BanJauTp Bon sdr* 

Je peindrai sans detour 
Tout Pemploi de ma vie : 
C'est de dire bonjour 
Et hon soir tour-^-tour. 
Bon Jour ^mou amie, 
I^orsque je vais la voir. 
Mais au fat qui m'enuuie, 

Bonjour franc troubadour^ 
Qui dumtes labombanoe ; 
La paix et ks beaux jours ; 
Baeidiiit et Ut aiiHian. 
QnHm rioMoren d^inciiea 
Vienne «fec rous I'asseoh; 
Poor chanter la Romance, 

Bmtoir, 

B9mjm»t inon eher ToiiiD, 
Ghei Tous la self m'entratne : 
Bonjour — si votrc fin 
Est de Beiune ou da Rbln i 
Men goder va sans pdne ' 
Lni aervir d'entonnoir $ 
Mait VU eit de Surtoe, 

Bon ioir» 

Iknow not how it was, bat had the petit Savoyard** 
posBeased the eidtirated voice of a chorifteri I could 

not have listened to his notes with half the satisfaction 
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with which I dwelt upon his history, as stated hy the 
waiter. He had no sooner conduded and made his 
boW) than I bought the slender Tohmie from which his 
songs had been chanted, and had a long gossip with ' 
him. He slung his organ upon his back, and " ever 
and anon" touching his hat^ expressed his thankfuJnefls, 
as much for Hie interest I had taken in his wel&re, as 
for the trifling piece of silver which I slipt into his hand 
at parting. Meanwhile all the benches, placed on the 
outflides of the housesy were occupied— chiefly by 
females — to witness, it should seem, so novel and inte* 
resting a sight as an Englishman holding familiar dis- 
course with a poor wandering Savoyard 1 My friend 
the sexton was among the spectatorsi and from hii^ 
voice and action, appeared especially interested. " Que 
le bon Dieu vous benisse !" exclaimed the Savoyard, as 
I bade him fiurewell. On pursuing my route for a 
stroll upon the heights near the town, I had occasion 
to pass these benches of spectators. The women, 
afanost without any exception, inclined their heads by- 
way of a gracious salute; and Monsieur le SaerUtam 
pulled off his enormous cock*d hat with the conse- 
quence of a drum-major. He appeared not to have 
forgotten the donation which he had received in the 
church. Continuing my pursuit, I gained an elevated 
situation : whence, looking down upon the spot where 
I had left the Savoyard, I observed him surrounded by 
the females ea c h and every one of them apparently 
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eonvuked with laughter I Even the little muiicim 
appeared to have forgotten his orphan state.** 

The environs ofBolbec, especially in the upper part, 
are sufficiently picturesque* At least they are suffi- 
ciently firuitful: orchards, com and pastnre land — 
intermixed with meadows, upon which cotton was 
spread for bleaching— produced altogether a very inte- 
xestmg effect. The little hanging gardens^ attached 
to lahourer's huts, contributed to the beauty of the 
scene. A warm crimson sun-set seemed to envelope 
the coppice wood in a flame of gold. The road was 
yet reeking with moisture — and I retraced aiy steps, 
through devious and slippery paths, to the h6tel. 
Evening had set in : the sound of the Savoyard's voice 
was no longer heard : I ordered tea and candles, and 
added connderably to my journal before I went to bed. 
I rose at five ; and before six the horses were har- 
nessed to the cabriolet. Having obtained the neces- 
sary instructions for reaching TanearmUe, (the ancient 
and proud seat of the Montmorbkcis) I paid my reck- 
oning, and left Bolbec. As I ascended a long and 
rather steep hill, and, looking to the right and lef^ 
saw every thing in a state of verdure and promise, I 
did all I could to persuade myself that the journey 
would be agreeable, and that the castle of Montmo- 
renci could not &il to command admiration* I was 
now in the high and broad " route royah^ to Havre le 
Grace ; but had scarcely been a league upon it, when, 
looking at my instructions, we struck out of the high 
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road, to the left, and followed a private one through 
flat and uninteresting arable land. I cannot tell how 
many turns were taken» or how many pretty little yil- 
lages were passed — till, after a long and gradual ascent, 
we came upon a height, flanked the greater part by 
coppice woody through one portion of which — par- 
posely kept open fbit the view-- was seen at a distance 
a marvellously fine group of perpendicular rocks (whose 
grey and battered sides were hghted up with a pink 
colour from the morning sun) in the middle^ as it werCi 
of the Seime — which now really assumed an ocean-like 
appearance. In fact, these rocks were at a conside- 
rable distancci and appeared to be in the broadest part 
of the embouchure of that mer. I halted the cap 
briolet ; and gazed with unfeigned delight on this truly 
magnificent and fascinating scene ! . . for the larks 
were now mounting all around, and their notes, added 
to those of the " songsters of the grove," produced an 
effect which I even preferred to tiiat from the organ 
and voice of the " pauvre petit Savoyard." The post- 
boy partook of my rapture. " Voila^ Monsieur, des 
rochers terriblement perpendiculiers — eh, quelle bello 
vue de la riviere, et du paysage i" 

Leaving this brilliant picture, we turned rather to 
the left, and then found our descent proportionably 
gradual with the ascent. The Seine was now right 
before us, as hasty glimpses of it, through partial vistos, 
had enabled us to ascertam. Still TaneareiUe was 
deemed a terrible way off. First we were to go up^ 
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and then we were to go down — now to turn to the 
right, and afiterwards to the left — ^a sort of iroXXa 
Kmrnvra Koravra route^^hen a prepossesniig young 
paysaime told the postilion, that, after passing llirough 
such a wood, we should reach an avenue, from the 
further end of which the castle of MotUmorenci would 
be Yinble • • une petite lieoe de distance." Every 
thing is une petite lieue !** It is the answer to every 
question relating to distance. Though the league be 
double a German one, still it is une petite T Here 
however the paysanne happened to be right. We 
passed through the wood, gained the avenue, and from 
the further end saw — even yet towering in imposing 
magnitude — the £ur-ftmed Ckaieau de Mtmimoreiiei. 

, It might be a small league off. I gained spbits' and 
even strength at the sight : told the postilion to mend 
bis pace— of which he gave immediate and satisfactory 
demonstration^ while the echoes of bis whip resounded 
along the avenue. A closer road now received us. 

' Knolls of grass interwoven with moss^ on the summita 
of which the beech and lime threw up their sturdy 
stems, now enclosed the road, which began to widen 
and to improve in condition. At length, turning a 
corner^ a group of country people appeared—" Est-ce 
id la route de Tancarville t**— Tancarville eat tout 
pr^s : c'est la, ou on voit la fumee des cheminees.*' 
Joyful intelligence ! The post-boy increased his speed : 
The wheels seemed to move with a readier play: 
and in one minute and a half I was upon the beach of 
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the lifer Seine, and alighted at the door of the only 
auberge in the viUage. 

I know you to be both a lover of and connoisseur in 
Rembrandt's pictures : and especially of those of his 
old characters. I widi you coaUL have seen the old 
woman, of the name of Bucan, who came out of this 
same auberge to receive us. She had a sharp, quick, 
constantly movmg bkck eye; keen features, project- 
ing irom a sur&ce of flesh of a snbdued mahogany 
tint ; about her temples, and the lower part of her 
cheeks, were all^ose harmonizing wrinkles which be* 
dme old age — upon eamm— while^ below her chin, 
communicating with a small and shrunken neck, was 
that sort of concavity, or dewlap, which painters delight 
to express with a minuteness of touch, and mellowness 
of tint, that contribute largely to picturesque e£fect! 
This good old woman received us with perfect elasticity 
of spirits and of action. It should seem that we were the 
first Englishmen who had visited her solitude this year* 
Her husband approached, but she soon ordered him 
" to the right about" — to prepare fuel, coflfee, and eggs. 
I was promised the best breakfast that could be got in 
Normandy, in twenty minutes. The inn being suffici- 
ently miserable, I was anxious for a ramble. The tide 
was now coming up, as at Caudebec ; but the sweep 
and breadth of the river being upon a considerably 
larger scale, its increase was not yet so obvious — al- 
though I am quite sure that all the flats, which I saw 
on my arrival as a bed of mud, were, within a quarter 
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of an hour, ^vholly covered vfith the tide : and, looking 
up to the righty I perceived the perpendicular walls of 
Montmorenei Cattle to be washed by the refluent wave. 
It was a sort of ocean in miniature before me. A few 
miserable fishing boats were moored upon the beach ; 
whfle a small number of ill-dad and straggling viDagera 
lingered about the same spot, and seemed to look upon 
the postboy and myself as beings dropt from the sky ! 

On ascending a considerable elevationi I had the 
gratification of viewing QmSeb^a fitde more nearly. 
It was almost immediately opposite : while, to the right, 
contemplating the wide sweep of the river towards its 
embouchure^ I £»ncied that I could see Havre* The 
group of rocks, which had so charmed us on our jour* 
ney, now assumed a different character. On descend- 
ingy I could discover, although at a considerable dis- 
tance, the old woman standing at tiie door of the 
auberge — apparently straining her eyes to catch a 
glimpse of us ; and she was almost disposed to scold 
for having put her reputation of giving good breakfiusts 
to so hazardous a trial. The wood was blazing, and 
the room was almost filled by smoke — but a prolonged 
fiist^ and a stage of sixteen or eighteen miles, in a keen 
morning wt, made Mr. Lewis and myself only think of 
allaying our hunger. In every public house, however 
mean, you see the white metal fork, and the napkin 
. covering the plate. A dozen boiled eggs, and a coffee 
pot and cups of perfectly Brobdignagdian dimensions, 
with tolerable bread and indifferent butter, formed the 
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nuUeriM of our breakfast. The postboy, having stabled 
and lefreBhed his horses^ was legating hunself in the 
kitchen — but how do you tliink he was regaling hnn- 
self ? — Truly, in stretching himself upon a bench, and 
reading, as old Ascham expresses it» a merry tale in 
Boocaee.** In other wMKb^ he was reading a French 
▼ersion of the Decameron of celebrated andior. 
Indeed^ I had already received sufficient proof of the 
general propensity of the common people to read^ 
whether good or bad books • • .but let us hope and 
believe the former. I left the bibliomaniacal postboy 
to his Boccaccio, and prepared to visit the castle . . . 
tibe once proud and yet commanding residence of the 

fiunily of MoNTMOBBNCI. 

I ascended — with fresh energies imparted from my 
break&st. The day grew soft, and bright, and exhi- 
larating'. • but alas 1 for the changes and chances of 
every thing in this transitory wovld. Where was the 
warder ? He had ceased to blow his horn for many a 
long year. Where was the harp of the minstrel? 
It had perished two centuries ago, with the hand 
that had struck its chords. Where was the atten- 
dant guard? — or pursuivants — or men at arms ? They 
had been swept ficom human existence* like the kavea 
of ihe old Bmes and beech trees by whieh the lower 
part of the building was surrounded. The moat 
was dry ; the rampart was a ruin : — the rank grass 
grew within the area ... nor can I tell you how many 
relics of halls, banqueting rooms, and bed-rooms, 
with all the magnificent appurtenances of old castel- 
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lated architecture, struck the eager eye with mixed 
melancholy and surpiise! The singular half*circular» 
and half squarei corner lowm, hanging oyer the ever- 
restless ware, interested me exceedingly. The guide 
shewed me where the prisoners used to he kept — ^in a 
dnqgeon, apparently impervioui to every glimmer of 
day-light, and every breath of air. I cannot pretend 
to say at what period even the oldest part of the Castle 
of Montmorenci was built: but I saw nothing that 
seemed to be more and^t than the latter end of the 
fifteenth centnry.* Perhaps the greater portion may 
be of the beginning of the sixteenth ; but, amidst the 
unroofed rooms, I could not help adnnrixig the painted 
borders, duefiy of a red colour, which run along die 
upper part of the walls, or wainscoats — giving indi- 
cation not only of a good, but of a splendid, taste. 
Did I tell you that this sort of ornament was to be seen 
in some parts of the eastern end of the Abbey of Jur* 
mieges? HerCf indeed, they afforded evidence — ^an 
evidence^ mingled with melancholy sensations on re- 
flection — of tibe probable state of magnificence whidi 
once reigned throughout the castle. Between the 
comer towers, upon that part which runs immediately 
parallel with the Seinet there is a noble terrace now 
converted into garden ground— which commands an 
immediate and extensive view of the embouchure of 
the river. It is the property of a speculator^ residing 
at Havre. 

* Mr. Cotman has a view of the gateway of TaiicarviUe» or 
Montmorenci Castle. 
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The cabriolet meeting me at the bottom of the 
moimd upon whieh the castle is biult, paving pud the 
xeckoidng before I left the um), I had noiihuig to do 
but to step in, and push forward for Havre, Retrac- 
ing the road through which we came, we darted into 
file Route Bojfole, and got upon one of the noblest 
high roads m France. Between TanearmOe and Ha* 
vre lie Hocher and Harfleur; each almost at the 
water's edge. I regretted I could not see the former ; 
but on our approach to Harfleur I obserred, to the 
right, some delightfully situated, and not inelegantly 
built, country villas or modem chateaux. The imme- 
diate mn down to Harfleur is exceedingly pleasmg ; 
and tliough we trotted sharply through the town, the 
exquisite little porch of the church was not lost upon 
me. Few places, I believe, for its dimensions, have 
been more celebrated in the middle ages than Har- 
flemr. The Seme to the left becomes Inroader and 
bolder ; and, before you, beneath some wooded heights, 
lies Havre. Cvery thing gives indication of commerce 
and prosperity as you gain upon the town. The houses 
increase in number and respectability of appearance — 
" Voyez-vous la, Monsieur, a droite, ces belles maisons 
de plaisanoe ? — (exdauned the charioteer) — " C'est la 
ou demeuront Messieurs vos compatriotes: ma foi. Us 
out un joli gout." The first glance upon these stone 
houses confirmed the sagacity of the postiUon. They 
are gloriously situated — ^facing the ocean ; while the 
surrounding coontry teems with fish and game of every 
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species. Isaac Walton might have contrived to inter- 
weave a pretty ballad in his description of such trout- 
streams as were those before us* 

But we approach the town. The hulls of hundreds 
of vessels are seen in the commodiqus docks ; and the 
flags of merchantmen, ftrom all quarters of the globe, 
appear to stream fVom the mast-heads^ It b a scene 
of bustle, of business, and variety ; and perfectly 
English* What a contrast to the gloomy solitude of 
Montmorenci 1 The outer and inner gates are passed* 
Diligences issue from every quarter. The centinels 
relieve guard. The sound of hornsy from various 
packet-boats immediately about to sail, echoes on all 
sides .... Driving up the high street, we approached 
the hotel of the Aigle cCOr* kept by Justin, and con- 
sidered to be the best. We were just in time for the 
table d'h6te, and to bespeak eausellent beds. Tra- 
vellers were continually arriving and departing. What 
hfe and animation I . • We sat down upwards of forty 
to dinner: and a good dinner it was. Afterwards, I 
setded for llie cabriolet^and bade the postboy adieu !— 
nor can I suppress my feelings in saying that, in wish- 
ing him farewell, I felt ten times more than I had ever 
felt upon taking leave of a postilion. 

* I am not sure whether this inn be called the Armes de 
Fhmee, or as above* 
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LEriER XL 

HATRB DE GRACE. HOKFLBUR. JOURKET TO CAEN. 

Caen, May, 1813. 

Well, my friend ! • . • I have at length visited the 
interior of the Abbey of St. Stephen, and have walked 
over the grave of William the Conqueror and of 
Mathilda his wife. But as you dearly love the gossip 
of a trayelling jonnial, I shall take up the thread of my 
narratiye from the place in which I hist addressed you : 
— ^particularly as our route hither was marked by some 
circmnstances worthy of recital. Firsts however^ for 
Havre, 

I staid there only long enough to express my regret 
that the time of my residence could not be extended. 
It happened to be a fine afternoon, and I took a lei^ 
surely stroll upon the docks and ramparts.* The 

♦ Evelyn, who visited Havre in 1644, when the Duke dc Rich- 
lieu was governor, describes the citadel as '* strong and regular, 
well stored with artillery, &c. The works furnished with faire 
brass canon, having a motto, " Ratio ultima Regum," The haven 
is very spacious." Life and fFridng-s of John Evelyn, edit. 1818, 
vol. i. p. 51. Havre seems always to have been a place of note 
and distinction in more senses than one. In Zeillcr's Topographia 
Gallias, (vol. iii.) there is a view of it, about the period in which 
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town was fail of animation — whether relating to busi« 
men or to pleasure* For the former, you must visit 
the quays ; for the latter, you must promenade the 
high street, and more especially the Boulevardig to- 
wards the heights. The sun shone merrily, as it were, 
upon the thousands of busy, bustling, and bawling 
human creatures . . who were in constant locomotion 
ID this latter place. 

What a dififerenoe between the respectiye appear- 
ances of the quays of Dieppe and Hayre ? Although 
even here things would assume a rubbishing and lit- 
tered aspect compared with the quays at Liverpool or 
at Hull, yet it must be admitted, for the credit of Gral- 
lico-Norman commerce, that the quays of Havre make 
a very respectable appearance. You see men fiddling, 
dancing, sleeping, sitting, and of course talking dpleme 
gorge, in groups without end — but no drunkenness! 
. . not even an English oath saluted my ear. The 
Southampton packets land their crews at Havre. I 
saw the arrival of one of these packets ; and was cruel 
enough to contrast the ammated and elastic spirits of a 
host of French laqnais de place, tradespeople, &c.— 
attacking the passengers with cards of their address— 
with die feeble movements and dejected countenances 
of the objects of their attack. 

Evelyn saw it, by JacqueB Gomboust, Ing^iieur da Roy, firom 
wMdi it appears to have been a very coBsiderable place. Forty* 
two principal building* and places are referred to in the direo* 
tions i and among them we observe the Boulptabds dk Ricm- 
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From the quays, I sauntered along the ramparts, 
which are flanked by broad ditdiet— of coune plenti- 
luOy supplied with water $ and patnng over the draw- 
bridge, by which all carriages enter the town — and 
which absolutely trembles as if about to sink beneatli 
you, as the difi|gaie» rolls over it — I made for the bou* 
leyards and tea-gardens; to which, business being wdl 
nigh over, the inhabitants of Havre flock by hundreds 
and by thousands. A fine afternoon throws every thing 
into good keeping^— 48 the artbta say. The trees, 
and meadows, and upper lands, were not only bright 
with the sun-beam, but the human countenance was 
lighted up with gladness. The occupations partook of 
this joyful character. Accordingly there was dancing 
and singing on all sides ; a little beyond, appeared to sit 
a group of philosophers, or politicians, upon a fantasti- 
cally cut seat, beneath labumonis streaming with gold; 
while, still further, gradually becoming inTinble from 
the foliage and winding path, strolled pairs in more 
gentle discourse 1 Meanwhile the whoop and halloo 
of school-boys, in rapid and ceaseless evolutions, re- 
sounded through the air, and heightened the gratifica- 
tion of the scene. . • • 

And young and old came out to play 
Upon a sun-shine holiday. 

Gaining a considerable ascent, I observed knolls of 
rich verdure, with fine spreadmg trees, and elegant 
mansions, to be in the foreground— in the nuddle* 
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ground, stood the town of Havre t--ln the distance, 
rolled and roared the expansive ocean ! The sun was 
▼isiUy gcrnig to -rest; but his departing beams yet 
sparkled upon the more prominent points of the pic- 
ture. There was no time for finishing the subject. 
After a stroll of nearly a couple of hours^ on this inter- 
esting spoty I retraced my steps oyer the draw-bridge* 
and prepared for objects of still life ; in other words* 
for the examination of what might be curious and pro- 
fitable in the shape of a bol^. 

The lamps were lighted when I commenced my 
Bihliomaniacal Voyage of discovery among the book- 
sellers. But what poverty of materials, for a man edu- 
cated in the schools of Fust and Caxtonl To every ques- 
tion, about rare or old books, I was told that I should 
have been on the Continent when the allies first got pos- 
session of Paris. In &ct» I had not a single troueaiUe. 

The packet was to sail by nine the next morning, 
precisely. For a wonder, (or rather no wonder at all, 
considering what had occurred during the last twenty- 
four hours) I had an excellent night's rest, and was 
prepared for breakfast by eight. ^Haying breakfiisted, 
I accompanied my luggage to the inner harhour, and 
observed the Honfleur packet swarming with passen- 
gers* and crammed with every species of merchandize : 
especially tubs, casks, trunks, cordage, and earthen- 
ware. We went on board, and took our stations near 
the helm ; and after experiencing a good deal of ttiicom- 
fortahh heaving of the ocean, got clear from the 
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mouth of the harhour, and stood out to sea. The tide 

was running briskly and strongly into the harbour. 
We were in truth closely stowed ; and as these packets 
are huilt with flattish bottoms, and low sides, a rough 
sea would not fail to give to a crew, thus exposed, the 
appearance of half-drowned rats. Luckily the wind 
began to subside, and by degrees old ocean wore a 
&ce of undisturbed serenity. Our crew was a motley 
one; but among them, an Abbess, with a visage of 
parchment-like rigidity, and with her broad streaming 
hands, seemed to experience particular distress. She 
was surrounded by some hale, hearty market women, 
whose robust forms, and copper-tinted countenances, 
formed a striking contrast to her own. A little beyond 
was an old officer or two, with cocked hats of the 
usually capacious dimensions. But the poor Abbess 
was cruelly afflicted ; and in a gesture and tone of voice, 
of the most piteous woe, implored the steward of the 
vessel for accommodation below. 

Fortunately, as 1 was not in the least annoyed by 
sickness, I had leisure to survey the heights of Hon- 
fleur before we landed ; and looking towards the course 
of the River Seine, as it narrowed in its windings, I 
discovered Harjleur and Hocher nearly opposite ; and, 
a good deal lower down, the little fishing town of 
QuiUebeuf, apparently embedded in the water. Hon- 
fleur itself is surely among the most miserable of fish- 
ing towna^ — or whatever be the staple commodity that 

* It was so ia Evelyn's time : in 1644> " It is a poorc Usher 
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supports it. But the environs make amends for the 
squalidness of the town. A few years of peace and 
plenty would work wonders mn in the improvements 
of these environs. Berhaps no sitaation is more fii- 
vourahle for the luxury of a summer retirement.* I 
paid only eight sous for my passage ; and having no 
passport to be viM (which indeed was the esse at 
Havre,) we selected a stout lad or two, from ifae crowds 
of lookers on, as we landed, to carry our luggage to 
the inn from which the diiigence sets off for Cask. 
It surprised us to see with what alacrity these lads 
carried the baggage up a steep hill in their trucks, or 
barrows; but we were disgusted with the miserable 
ibrmsy and miserable dothingy of both sezes^ which we 
encountered as we proceeded. I was fortunate to be 
in time to secure my place in the Diligence. The 
horses were in the Tory act of bdng put to^ as I paid 
my reckoning beforehand* 

towne (says he) remarkabU for notbiof^ so iniicli as the odd yet 
nsefiili haUtes whieh the good women weare» of beares and other 
slunnfl, as of niKgB at Diqipe« and all along tliese coasts.** Lffe 
and Writing* if J. EfMi]fn$ 1818, 4tOt voL i. p. 51. 

* [It is near aehapel, on one of the heighta of this town, that 
Mr. WasUngton Ir?uig fixes one of bis most eiqnisitely drawn 
cbaracters, Ankbtts Dslabbi, as absorbed In meditation and 
prayer respecdng the frte of her lover; and I have a distinct 
lecolleetion of a beautifid piece of compootion, by one of onr 
most cdebnted artists, in wttich the HMghU ^ Hot^eur^ with 
women Imeeling before a crucifix in the foreground; formed 
a most beautiful composition. The name of the artist (ivas it the 
younger Mr. Qialon?) I hare forgotten.] 
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Judge of our surprise and gratification on seeing two 
well-dressed, and apparently well-bred Englishmen, 
securing their places at the same time. It is not always 
tliat^ at first sight. Englishmen associate so quickly^ 
and apparently so cordially, as did these gentlemen with 
ourselves. They were the Messrs. D* *• ofL**** 
Hali in Yorkshire : the elder brother an Oxford man 
of the same standing with myself. The younger, a 
Cantab. We were all bound for Caen ; and right 
gladly did we coalesce upon this expedition. 

We proceeded at a good sharp pace ; and as we 
ascended the very high bill on the direct road to Caen, 
with fine leafy trees on each side, and upon a noble 
breadth of road, I looked out of the diligence to eijoy 
the truly magnificent view of the Seine-^th glimpses 
of Harfleur and Havre on the opposite coast. The 
cessation of the rain, and the quick movement of the 
yehicle, enabled me to do this in a tolerably commo- 
dious manner. The ground however seemed saturated, 
and the leaves glistened with the incumbent moisture. 
There was a sort of pungent freshness of scent abroad 
— and a rich pasture land on each side gave the most 
luxuriant appearance to the landscape. Nature indeed 
seemed to have fructified every thing in a manner at 
once spontaneous and perfect. The face of the coun^ 
try b pasture-land throughout; that u to say, there 
are comparatively few orchards and little arable. I 
was told to pay attention to the cattle, for that the 
&rmers prided themselves on thdr property of this 

VOL. I. L 
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kind. They may pride themselves— if they please: 

but their pride is not of a lofty cast of character. I 
have been in Lincolnshire, Herefordshire, and Glou- 
cestershire—and have seen and enjoyed, in these 
counties, groups of cattle which appeared calculated 
for the land and the table of giants, compared with the 
Lilliputian objects, of the bucoline species, which were 
straying, in thin flocks, through the luxuriant pastures 
of Normandy. That triumphant and immutable maxim 
of " small bone and large carcase" seems, alas ! to be 
unknown in these regions. 

However, on we rode — and gased on all mdes. At 
length we reached Pont L*Evequ€, a pretty long stage ; 
where we dined (says my journal) upon roast fowl, 
asparagus, trout, and an exceUent omelette, wilih two 
good bottles of vin ordinaire — which latter, for four 
Englishmen, was commendably moderate. During 
dinner the rain came down again in yet heavier tor- 
rents — ^the gutters foamed, and the ground smoked 
with the unceasing fall of the water. In the midst of 
this aquatic storm, we toasted Old England right mer- 
rily and cordially ; and the conducteur, seeing us in 
good humour, told us that " we need not hurry, for 
that he preferred a dry journey to a wet one." We 
readily assented to this position ; but within half an 
hour, the weather clearing, we remounted: and by 
four o'clock, we all got inside — and politics, religion, 
literature, and the fine arts, kept us in constant dis- 
course and good humour as we rolled on for many « 
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league. All the way to jTroor* (die last stage on this 
side of Caen) the country presents a truly lovely pic- 
ture of pasture land. There are occasionally some 
wooded heights, in which English wealth and English 
taste would have raised ^^llas of the prettiest fbrmsi 
and with most commanding views. Yet there is no- 
thing to he mentioned in the same breath with the 
country about Rodwell in Glocestershire. Nor ai^ 
the trees of the same bulk and luxuriant fbliage as are 
those in our own country. A fine oak is as rare as an 
uncut Wffnkyn de Worde :* but creeping rivulets, rich 
coppice woodi avenues of elms and limes, and meadows 
begemmed with butter-cups — these are the characte- 
ristics of the country through which we were passing. 
It is in vain however you look for neat villas or conse* 
quential farm houses ; and as rarely do you see groups 
of villagers reposing, or in action. A dearth of popu- 
lation gives to French landscape a melancholy and soli- 
tary cast, of character. It is in cities that you must 
look for^uman beings — ^and^br cities the French 
seem to have been created. 

It was at Troamf 1 think, or at some halting place 
beymi^, that our passports were demanded, and ^e 
examination of our trunks solicited. We surrendered 
our keys most willingly. The gentlemen, with their 
cocked hats and bluejackets — Shaving a belt Iron which 
a sword was suspended— - consulted together for a 

• [My trsntlator says, *' un Wynkyn de Worde non coup^. 
Qtt. Would not the JMnrv Voeabulsry have said "non rogniV*'} 
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minute oidy — returned our keys — and telling us that 

matters would be thoroughly looked into at Caen, said 
they would give us no trouble. We were of course 
not sorry at this determination — and the Messrs. * * 
and myself getting once more into the cabriolet, (a 
postboy being secured for the leaders) we began to 
screw up our spirits and curiosity for a view of the 
steeples of Caen. Unluckily the sun had set^ and the 
horizon had become gloomy, when we first discoyered 
the spires of St. Stephens Abbey — the principal eccle- 
siastical edifice at Caen. It was hard upon nine 
oVkMsk ; and the evening being extremely dusky, vre 
had necessarily a very indistinct view of the other 
churches — but, to my eye, as seen in a lengthened 
▼lewy and through a deceitful atmosphere, Caen had 
the appearance of Oxford on a diminutive scale. The 
town itself, like our famous University, is built in a 
slanting direction ; though the surrounding country is 
yet flatter than about Oxford. As we entered it, all 
the population seemed collected to witness our arrival. 
From solitude we plunged at once into tumult, bustle, 
and noise. We stopped at the Hotel tPEspagne — a 
large, but black and begrimed mansion. Here our 
luggage was taken down ; and here we were assailed 
by gax9on8 de place, with cards in their hands, intreat- 
ing us to put up at their respectiye hotels. . We had* 
somehow got a recommendation to the Hotel Royale, 
Place Royale, and such a union of royal adjuncts was 
irresistible. Accordingly, we resolved upon mo^g 
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thither. In a trice our trunks were placed upon bar- 
rows: and we marched behind^ " in double quick time«" 
in order to secure our property. The town appeared 
to improye as we made our different turnings, and 
gained upon our hotel. " Le voilaj Messieurs" — ex- 
claimed our guides and baggage-conductors — as we 
got into a goodly square^ and saw a fair and comely 
mansion in front. The rush of landlord, waiting maids, 
and gar9ons de place, encountered us as we entered. 

Messieurs, je tous salue«** — said a huge, ungracious 
looking figure : — ^whicb said figure was nothing less 
than the master of the hotel — Mons. Lagouelle. We 
were shown into a small room on the ground floor, to 
the right — and ordered tea; but had scarcely begun 
to enjoy the crackling blaze of a plentifbl wood fire, 
when the same ungracious figure took his seat by the 
side of us ... to tell us all about the nufiL." 

I bad beard (from an Englisb gentleman in die 
packet boat from Havre to Honfleur) something res- 
pectmg this most extraordinary duel between a young 
Englishman and a young Frencbman : but as I mean 
to reserve my Caen budget for a distinct dispatch, and 
as I have yet hardly tarried twenty hours in this place, 
I nmst bid you adieu ; only adding that I dreamt, last 
nigbty about some Englisb antiquaries trying to bend 
the bow of William the Conqueror ! — Can this be sur- 
prising ? Again farewelL 
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CAEN. SOIL. SOCIETY. EDUCATION. A DUEL. OLD 
HOUSES. THB ABBEY OF ST. STEPHEN. CHUBCH OF 
ST. PIERRE DB DARKBTAL. ABBll DB LA 8AINTB TBI* 

NITE. OTHER PUBLIC EDIFICES. 

I HATE now resided upwards of a week at Lagouelle's, 

the Hotel Ro7/aIe, and can tell you something of the 
place and of the inhabitants of Caen. Caen however 
is stiU-life after Rouen : but it has been, and yet is, a 
town exceedingly well-deserving the attention of the 
lounging traveller and of the curious antiquary. Its 
ecclesiastical edifices are more ancient, but less vast 
and splendid, than those of Rouen ; while the streets 
and the houses are much more wide and comfortable. 
Thijs place is the capital of the department of Cal- 
vA|>os, or of Lower Noruanbt: and Its population 
is estimated at forty thousand souls. It has a public 
hbrary, a school of art, a college, mayoralty, and all 
the adjuncts of a corporate society.* But I must first 

* [" BesideB her nvmerouB public 8choob« Ca«n powesses two 
Schoolsof Art— one for design, the other for Arehitecture and 
Onuunent—where the Students we graimtausly instracted." 



* 
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give you something in the shape of political economy 
intelligence. Caen with its arrondissemens of Bayeux, 
Vire, FakUse, lAsieux, PotU L*Eveque, is the countiy 
of pasturage and of cattle. It is also fertile in iSbe 
apple and pear ; and although at Argences there have 
been vineyards £rom time inunemorial, yet the produce 
of &e grape, in the character of ime,* is of a yery 
secondary description. There are beautiful and most 
abundant nuurket gardens about Caen; and for the 
last seventy yieais they have possessed a gaiden for 
the growth and cultivation of foreign plants and trees. 
It is said that more than nine hundred species of plants 
and trees are to be found in the department of Cal* 
VABOS, of whidi some (but I know not how many or 
how few) are considered as indigenous. Of forests 
and woods, the number is comparatively small; and 
upon that limited number great iiyuries were inflicted 
by the Revokitbn. In the arrondissement of Caen 
itself, there are only 344 hectares,^ The truth is, that 
in the immediate neighbourhood of populous towns, 
die Freiich have no idea of planting. They suffer 
plain after plain, and hill after hill, to be denuded of 
trees, and make no provision for the supply of those 

Itlsealkd ^iTiMl^-aadis thslsstwinewliidiAtrBveUer 
will be ifisposed to ask for. When Henry IV. passed tlinnigli 
the town, he covld not conceive why such excellent giapei shoidd 
produce sttch ezecrable wine. I owe this intelli^fence to Mons. 

IjIOQUST.] 

t Somewhere about 150 English acres. 
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who are to come after them. Thus, not only a great 
portion of the country about Rouen — (especially in the 
direction of the road leading to Caen—) is gradually 
left desolate and barren, but even here, as you approacli 
the town, there is a dreary flatness of country, unre- 
fireshed by the verdure of foliage : whereas the soil, 
kind , and productive by nature, requires only the 
slightest attention of man to repay him a hundred 
fold. What they will do some fifty years hence for 
Juel^ is quite inconceivable* It is true that the river 
Ome, by means of the tide, and of its proximity to the 
sea, brings up vessels of even 200 tons burthen, in 
which they may stow plenty of wood ; but stiU, the 
expenses of carriage, and duties of a variety of descrip- 
tion — together with the dependence of the town upon 
such accidental supply — ^would render the article of 
fuel a most expensive concern. It is also true that 
they pretend that the soil, in the department of Cal- 
vados, contains coaL ; but the experiments which were 
made some years ago at LaUry^ in the arondissement 
of Bayeum^ should forbid the Caennois to indulge any 
very sanguine expectations on that score. 

In respect to the trade of the town, the ^o princi- 
pal branches are lace and cap making. The former 
trade is divided with Bayeux ; and both places toge- 
ther give occupation to about thirty thousand pairs* of 

* [I had before laid but Mom. licquet observes, I 

might have said— thirty thousand pain of hands.] 
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hands. People of all ages may be so employed ; and 
the annual gross receipts have been estimated at four 
millions of francs. In cap making only, at Caen, four 



result of that branch of tradci^ A great part of this 
manufiusture was consumed at home; but more than 

one half used to be exported to Spain, Portugal, and 
the colonies belonging to France. They pretend to 
say, however, that this article of commerce is much 
diminished both in profit and reputation ; while that 
of table linen is gaining proportionably in both.* 
There were formerly great tanneries in Caen and its 
immediate vicinity, but lately that branch of trade has 
suffered extremely. The revolution first gave it a 
violent check, and the ignorance aiid inattention of the 
masters to recent improvements, mtroduced by means 
of chemistry, have helped to hasten its decay. To 
balance this misfortune, there has of late sprung up a 
very general and judiciously directed commercial spirit 
in the article oiporcdaine\ and if Caen be inferior to 
its neighbouring towns, and especially to Rouen and 
liisieux, in the articles of cloth, stuffs, and lace, it takes 
a decided lead in that which relates to pottery and 
eAtfia : no mean articles hi the supply of domestic 
wants and luxuries. But it is in matters of higher 
*' pith and moment" that Caen may claim a superiority 

♦ Caen was celebrated for its table linen three centuries ago. 
Consult BouRCUBViLLE J AniUiu'Uez de Caen ; 1588, 8vo. p. 26. 
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over the towns just noticed. There is a better spirit 
of education abroad ; and^ for its size, more science 
and more literature will be found in it. 

This place has been long famous for the education 
of Lawyers. There are two distinct academics — one 
for '^ Science and BeUes-Letlres*'— ^ other for 
agriculture and commerce. The Lycie is a noble build- 
ing, close to the Abbey of St. Stephen : but I wish its 
£sb9ade had been Gothic^ to harmonise with the Abbey* 
Indeed; Caen has quite the air of Oxford, from ihe 
prevalent appearance of stone in its public buildings. 
The environs of the town afibrd quarries, whence the 
stone is taken in great blocks^ in a comparatiTely soft 
state — and is thus cut into the several forms required 
with the greatest facility. It is then exposed, and 
every succeeding day appears to add to its white tint 
and durable quality* I saw some important improve- 
ments making in the outskirts of the town,* in which 

* The hxtxhaargB of Caen, in the present day, wear a melan- 
choly contrast to what fhey appear to have done in the middle of 
the xvith century. Consult the pleasantly penned description 
of these fanxbourgs by the first topograph^ of the place, Bona- 
•wnaat : in hia jiMi^lvUeM de ikun, pp. 5, 6^ 26. 

It may be worth sat||6lain||, frbm the same mteiestlnf audio- 
rity, that long after the time even of the publication Just referred 
to, the town of Gaen was surrounded by lofty and thick stone 
walls—upon the tops of which three men could walk a-breast t 
and ftom thence the inhabitants could discern, across those laige 
and beantiAil gardens, " the vessels sallhig In the river Qme, and 
unloading thehr.cargoes by the sides of walls.'* It appears Indeed 
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they weie finuhing shafts and capitals of columns in a 
manner the^most correct and gratifying. Still farther 

from the immediate vicinity of Caen, they find stone of 
a closer grain ; and with this they make stair-cases, 
and pavements for the interior of buildings. Indeed 
the stone stair-cases in this place, which are usoally 
circular, and projecting from the building, struck me 
as being equally curious and uncommon. It is assert- 
ed that they have difl^ent lunds of marble in the 
department of Calvados, which equal that of the south 
of France. At Basly and Vieux white marble is found 
which has been judged worthy of a comparison with 
Parian; but this is surely a little presumptuous. How- 
ever, it is known that Cardinal Richelieu brought from 
Vieux all the marble with which he built the chapel 
in the college of the Sorbonne. 

to have been a sort of loooge, or ftshionable promenade— by 
means of various ladders for the purposes of aseent and descent. 

Among the old prints and bird's-eye views of Caen» which I 
saw in the coUeetion of Db Boss at the Royal Library at Paris, 
there is one accompanied by three pages of printed description^ 
which begins with the Hnes of Guillaume Breton Villa potens» 
opulenta, situ spatiosa deeora.'' See First Edition, vol. i. p. 274. 
Evely u, in 1<>44, thns describeB the town of Caen. " The whole 
town is handsomely buUt of that excellent stone so wdl Icnown^ 
by that name in England. I was lead to a pretty garden^ planted 
with hedges of Alaternns, having at the entrance, at an exceeding 
height, accurately cut in topiary worke, with well understood 
architecture, consisting of pillars, niches, freezes, and other onttt 
ments, with greate curiosity, &c. Life and fTritings of J, Eve' 
it/H, 1818, 4to. vol i. p. 52. 
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Upon the whole, as to general appearance, and as 
to particular society Caen may be preferable to RoiieB. 
The coBtume and manners of ihe common people are 
pretty much, if not entirely, the same ; except that, as 
to dress, the cauchoUe is here rather more simple than 
at Dieppe and Rouen. The upper fille^e-chambre 
at our hotel displays not only a good correct model of 
national dress, hut she is weU4ooking in her person, 
and well-bred in her manners. Mr. Lewis pre?ailed 
upon this good-natured young woman to sit for her 
likeness, and for the sake of her costume. The girPs 
eyes sparkled with more than ordinary joy at the pro- 
posalf and even an expression of gratitode mingled 
itself in her manner of compliance. I send you tbe 
figure and dress of the fiUe-de-chambre at the Hotel 
Royak of Caen.* 

Caen is called die dgp6t of ibe EngHsh.f In truth 
there is an amazing number of our countrymen here, 
and from very diiierent causes. One family comes to 
reside from motives of economy ; another from those of 
education; a third from those of retiremtot; and a 
fourth from pure love of sitting down, in a strange place, 
with the chance of making some pleasant connection, 
or of being engaged in seeking some strange adventure; 
Good and cheap Hving, and novel sodety, are doubt- 
less the main attractions. But there is desperate ill 
. blood just now between the Qfetmais (I will not make 

• See the Opposite Plate. 

t It was a similar d^pdt in Oucarel's time. 
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lue of the enlarged term FrmvsM) and tbe English ; 
and I will tell you the cause. Do you remember the 
emphatic phrase in my la8t» ''all about the duel?*' 
Listen. About three weeks only before our arriTal»* 
a duel was fought between a young French law-stu- 
dent, and a young Englishman ; the latter the son of a 
naval captain. I will mention no names ; and so far 
not wound the feeluigs of the friends of the parties 
concerned. But this duel, my friend, has been " the 
DUEL OF £>u£Ls" — on the score of desperation, and of a 
fixed purpose to murder. It is literally without prece- 
dent, and I trust will nerer be consideTed as one. You 
must know then, that Caen, in spite of all the " boule- 
versemens" of the Revolution, has maintained its an- 
cient reputation of possessmg a very large seminaryi or 
college for students at law. . These students amount to 
nearly 600 in number. Most young gentlemen under 
twenty years of age are at limes riotous^ or frohcsome, 
or foolish. Generally spealdng, however, the students 
conduct themselves with propriety : but there had 
been a law-suit between a French and English suitor, 
and the Judge pronounced sentence in £ELvour of our 
countryman. The hall was crowded with spectators, 
and among them was a plentiful number of law-students. 

* Thestory was in lact toM ui the very first dght of our ar- 
rival, by M. LBgoaeUe, the master of the hotel royale. He went 
through it with a method, emphasis, and energy, rendered the 
more strikhig from the obesity of his figure and the vulgarity of 
his countenance. But he frankly allowed that '* Monsieur TAng. 
lois se condnisait Men." 
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As they were retiring, one young Frendunaii eithei^ 
made frightful faces, or contemptible gestures, in a 
very fixed and iosulting manner^ at a young English- 
man — ^the son of this naval captain. Oat countryman 
had no means or power of noticing or i*esenting the 
insulty as the aggressor was surrounded by his compa^ 
nions. It so happened that it was fair time at Caen; 
and in the evening of the same day, our coantr3mian 
recognised, in the crowd at the fair, the physiognomy 
of the young man who had insulted him in the hall of 
justice. He approached him^ and gave hnn to under- 
stand that his rude behaviour should be noticed at a 
proper time and in a proper place ; whereupon the 
Frenchman came up to him^ shook him violently by 

* • 

the arm, and told him to fix his distance on die en- 
suing morning," Now the habit of duelling is very 
common among these law-students ; but they measure 
twenty-five paces, fire^ and of course ... miss — and 
then ikhcy themselves great heroes. . . and there is an 
end of the afiair. Not so upon the present occasion. 

Fifteen paces," if you*please — said &e student, sar- 
castically, with a conviction of the backwardness of his 
opponent to meet him. "Five, rather" — exclaimed 
the provoked Englishman — "I will fight you at five 
paces — and it was agreed that they should meet and 
fight on the morrow, at five paces only asunder. 

Each party was under twenty ; but I believe the 
English youth had scarcely attained his nineteenth- 
year. l¥hat I am about to relate will cause your fiesh 
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to creep. It was determined by the seconds* as one 
must neceBssaily/aU, from fixing at so shorta distance, 
ihat only one pistol should be loaded with baU: ike 
other having nothing but powder : — and that, as 
the Frenchman had challenged, he was to have the 
choice of the pistols. They parted. The seconds 
prepared the pistols according to agreement, and the 
fatal morning came. The combatants appeared, with- 
out one jot of abatement of spirit or of cool courage. 
The pistols lay upon th^ grass before them : one loaded 
only with powder, and the other with powder and ball. 
The Frenchman advanced : took up a pistol, weighed 
and balanced it most careAiUy in his hand, and then • . • 
laid it down. He seized the other pistol, and cocking 
it, fixed himself upon the spot from whence he was to 
fire. The EngUsh youth was necessarily compelled 
to take the abandoned pistol. Five paces were then 
measured . • and on the signal being given, they both 
fired . . . and the Frenchman fell . . . dead upon the 
spot ! The Frenchman had in fact taken up, but 
afterwards hid down, the very pistol which was loaded 
with the fiital on the supposition that it was of 
too light a weight; and even seemed to compliment 
himself upon his supposed sagacity on the occasion. 
But to proceed. The ball went through his heart, as 
I understood. The second of the deceased on seeing 
his &iend a reeking corpse at his feet, became mad and 
outrageous • . .and was for fighting the survivor imme- 
diately ! Upon which, the lad of mettle and courage 



164 



CAEN. 



replied, that he would not fight a man witJioat a seeomd 

— But go," said he, (drawing his watch coolly from 
his fob) I wiU giye you twenty minutes to come back 
again witih your seoond.** He waited, wiih bis watch 
in his hand, and by the dead body of bis antagonist, 
for the return of the Frenchman ; but on the expira- 
tion of the time, bis own second conjured him to gqii^ 
suit bis safety and depart; for that, from henceforth, 
his life was in jeopardy. He left the ground ; obtained 
his passport, and quitted the town instantly . . The 
dead body of his antagonist was then pkced on a bier : 
and his funeral was attended by sereral hundreds of 
liis companions— who, armed with muskets and swords, 
threatened destruction to the civil and military autho- - 
rities if they presumed to interfere. All this has 
necessarily increased the ill-blood which is admitted to 
exist between the English and French . . • but the 
affiur is now beginning to blow over.* 

A truce to such topics. It is now time to fiimish 
you with some details relating to your favourite subjects 

of ARCHITECTURAL ANTIQUITIES and BlBLIOGEAPHT; 

The former ihall take precedence. First of the ttreeisf 

* [The affair is now scarcely remembered ; and the successful 
champion died a natural death within about three years afienvards. 
Mons. Licquet slenderly doubts portions of this tragical tale : but 
I have good reason to believe that it is not an exaggerated one. 
As to what occurred a/ier the death of one of the combatants, I 
am unwilling to revive unpleasant sensations by its recapitula- 
tion.] 
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liecondly of the hou»e» ; and thiidly of the pubUe buileU 
ings ; ecclesiastical and ci^iL 

To begin with the Streets. Those of St* Pierre^ 
Noire Dame^ and SU Jean are the princqpal for bustle 
and business. The first two form one contmuoiut line^ 
leading to the abbey of St. Stephen, and afford in fact 
a very interesting stroll to the observer of men and 
manners. The shops are inferior to tihose of Roueni 
but a great shew of business is discernible in them. 
The street beyond the abbey, and those called Guil- 
berif and des Chanoines, leading towards the river^ 
are considered among liie genteelest. Ducarel pro- 
nounced the houses of Caen '' mean in general, though 
usually built of stone but I do not agree with him in 
this conclusion* The open parts about the LycSe and 
the Abbey of St Stephen, together with the Place 
Royale, where the library is situated, form very agree- 
able spaces for the promenade of the ladies and the 
exerdse of the National Ghiard. The ComU are full 
of architectural curiosities, but mostly of the time of 
Francis I. Of domestic architecture, those houses, 
with elaborate carvings in wood, beneath a pointed 
roof, are doubdess of ihe greatest antiquity* There 
are a great number of these ; and some very much 
older than others. 

A curious old house is to the right hand comer of 
the street SU Jean : as you. go to the Post Office. 
But I must inform you that the residence of the famous 
Malherbe yet exists in the street leading to the Abbey 

VOL.1. M 
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of St. Stephen. This house is of the middle of the 
dxteenih centuvy: and what Coineille is to Mauen'f 
Malherbe is to Caen,' ** Ici naquit Malhsube,** &c. 
as you will perceive from the annexed view of this 
house, inscribed upon the front of the building. Mal- 
herbe has been doomed to receive greater honoun; 
His head was first struck^ in a series of medals, to per- 
petuate the resemblances of the most eminent literary 
characters (male and female) in France : and it is due 
to the amiable Pierre- Aim^ Lair to designate him as 
the Father of this medallic project. 




In pera mbul a ti n g this town^ one cannot but be sur- 
piised at the absence of Fountaim — those charming 
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pieces of architecture and of street embeUishment. In 
this respect, Rouen has infinitely the advantage of 

Caen : where, instead of the trickling current of trans- 
lucent water, we observe nothing but the partial and 
perturbed stream issuing from ugly wlUf* as tastc^ss 
in their structure as they are inconrenient in the pro- 
curing of water. Upon one or two of these wells, I 
observed the dates of 1560 and 1588. 

The Public Edifices, however, demand a particular 
and appropriate description : and first of those of the 
ecclesiastical order. Let us begin therefore with the 
Abbbt of St. Stephen ; for it is the noblest and most 
interesting on many accounts. It u caUed by the name 
of that Saint, inasmuch as there stood formerly a clia- 
pel, on the same site, dedicated to him. The present 
building was completed and solemnly dedicated by 
William the Conqueror, in the presence of his wife, his 
two sons Robert and William, his favourite Archbishop 
Lanfiranc, John Archbishop of Rouen, and Thomas 
Archbishop of York-Awards the year 1080: but I 
strongly suspect, from the present prevailing character 

* Bourgueville seems bitterly to lament the substitutioii of 
wells for fountains. He proposes a plan, quite feasible in bis 
own estimation, whereby this desirable object might be effected : 
and then retorts upon his townsmen by reminding them of the 
commodious fountains at LisieuXy Falaue and Vtre—^ii which 
the inhabitants n'ont rien espargn^ pour auoir ceste decoration 
et commodity en leurs villes." — spiritedly adding — ** si j'estois 
encore en auctorit^, j'y feroia mon pouuoir, et ie y offre de mes 
biens." p. 17- 
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of the architecture, that nothmg more than the west 
ftom and the towm upon which the spires rest, re- 
main of its ancient structure. The spires (as the Abb6 
De La Rue conjectures, and as I should also have 
thought) are ahout two centuries later than the towers. 
. The otttsides of the side aisles appear to be of the 
thirteenth, rather than of die end of the eleventh, cen- 
tury. The first exterior view of the west front, and of 
the towers, is extremely interesting ; from the grey and 
ekartintt as well as ezceUrat quality, of the stone, 
which, according to Huet, was brought partly from 
Vauceiie and partly from Allemagne.* One of the 
comer abutments of one of the towers has fiillen down ; 
and a great porticm of what remains seems to indicate 
rapid decay. The whole stands indeed greatly in need 
of reparation. Ducarel, if I remember rightly,f has 

r 

. * [I am most prompt to plead guilty to a species of B^popo^ 
tamot error, la having here translated the word AXUmagm into 
Obrmakt 1 Now^ alUiongh this traaslatioii, per se, be eorreet, 
yet» as applicable to the text, it is most incorrect— «8 the 
Metnagne in question happens to be a Parhk Is tkg nelgh^ 
hovrkood ^ Cam ! My translator, in tnra, treats me somewliat 
tenderly when he designates diiB as one inispiise fort sbgoli^*' 
toL ii. p. 25.] 

t The plate of Dnearal^ here allnded to* fonns the fourth plate 
in Ms woric; aff<ffding, from the starch manner in which his 
engiaved, an idea of <»ie of the most disproportioaed^ ugly build- 
ings imaginable* Mr. Gotman has foronred us with a good tfold 
etching of the West Rront, and of the elevalaon of compartments 
•f the Nave; The toner is at once fidthfnl and magnifloentj 
but the lower part wants diaracteristie markings. 



made^ of this whole front, a sort of elevatioDt as if it 
were intended for a wooden model to work by : liaving 

all the stifihess and precision of an erection of forty- 
eight hours standing only. The central tower is of 
yery stunted dimensions, and overwhehned by a roof 
in the form of an extinguisher. This, in fact, was the 
consequence of the devastations of the Calvinists ; who 
absolutely sapped the foundation of the tower, with 
the hope of oTerwhelming die whole ohoir in roin^ 
but a part only of their malignant object was accom- 
plished. The component parts of the eastern extre- 
mity are straijgely and barbarously misceUaneoos. 
However, no good commanding exterior view can be 
obtained from the pUtce, or confined square, opposite 
the towers. 

But let us return to the west>iront ; and opening the 
nnfiistened green-baize covered door, enter softly and 
silently into the venerable interior — sacred even to the 
feelings of Englishmen! Of tibis interior, veiy much 
is changed from its original character. The nde aisles 
retain their flattened arched roofs and pillars ; and in 
the nave you observe those rounded pilasters — or alto- 
rilievo-like pillars— running firom bottom to top» which 
are to be seen in the abbey of Junneges. The capi- 
tals of these long pillars are comparatively of modern 
date. To the left on entrance, withm a side chapel, is 
the burial place of Matilda, the wife of the Conqueror. 
The tombstone attesting her interment is undoubtedly 
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of the time. Generally speaking, the interior is cold, 
and dull of effect. The side chapels, of which not 
fewer than sixteen encircle the choir, have the dis- 
cordant accompaniments of Grecian balustrades to 
separate them from the choir and nave. There is a 
good number of Confessionals within them ; and at one 
of these I saw, for the first time, two women, kneeling, 
in the act of confession to the same priest. " C*est un 
peu fort," observed our guide in an under-voice, and 
with a humourous expression of countenance ! Mean* 
while Mr. Lewis, who was in an opposite direction in 
the cathedral, was exercising his pencil in the follow^ 
ing delineation of a similar subject. 
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To the right of the choir (jn the sacristy, I think,) is 

hung the huge portrait, in oil, within a black and gilt 
frame, of which Ducarel has published an engraving, 
on the supposition of its being the portrait of William 
THB CoNOiTSROR. But nothing can be more ridicu« 
lous than such a conclusion. In the first place, the 
picture itself, which is a palpable copy, cannot be older 
than a century; and, in the second place, were it an 
original performance, it could not be older than the 
time of Francis 1. : — when, in fact, it purports to have 
been executed — ^as a faithful copy of the figure of King 
William, seen by the Cardinals in 15^, who were 
seized with a sacred phrenzy to take a peep at the 
body as it might exist at that time ! The costume of 
the oil-painting is evidently that of the period of our 
Henry VIII. ; and to suppose that the body of Wil- 
liam — even had it remained in so surprisingly perfect a 
state as Ducarel intimates, aflter an interment of up- 
wards of four hundred years — could have presented 
such a costume, when, from Ducarel's own statement, 
another whole-length representation of the same person 
is MaUy different — and more decidedly of the cha- 
racter of Wftliam's time-^is really qtute a reproach to 
any antiquary who plumes himself upon the possession 
even of common sense. 

In the middle of the choir, and just before the high 
altar, the body of the Conqueror was entombed with 
great pomp ; and a monument erected to his memory 
of the most elaborate and costly description. Nothuig 
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now remains but a flat black marble slab, with a short 
idscriptiony of quite a recent date. 

Ill the present state of the abbey,* and even m that 
of Ducarel's time, there is, and was, a great dearth of 
•epulohral monuments. Indeed I know not whether 
you need be detamed another nunute wiihm the mte* 
rior ; except it be, to add your share of admiration to 
tliat which has been long and justly bestowed on the 
huge organf at the west end of the nayei which is 

• It should be noticed that, beudcs the immense benefoctlons 
which l/niliaiii in his life time conferred upon tlds abbey, he, on 
his death, presented thereto the erom wUdi he used to wear at 
•U high festivals, togedier with his teepir^ midrodi a cap set 
with precious stones ; his candlesticks of gold, and all his regalia ; 
as also the ivory bugle-horn which usually hung at his back." 
AnglO'Nermam AnUqMes, p. 51. note. The story of the breaking 
open of the coffin by the CUvinists, and finding the Conqueror's 
remains, is told by BouigueviUe-^o was an gj^e wUiutt of these'^ 
depredations, and who tried to "soften the obdurate hearts" of 
the pillagers, but in vwn. This contemporaneous liistorian ob- 
serves that, ia bis time "the abbey was filled m^th beautiful and 
curious staSned*>glass windows and harmonious organs, which 
were all broken and destroyed— and th^t the seats, chahs, &€. 
and all other wooden matei^ls were consumed by fire/' p. ] 71. 
Huet observes that a " Dom Jean de BnUehache and Dom Mat- 
thieude la Dangle/' religions of St. Stephen's, took care of the 
monument of the Ccpqueror in the year 1642, and replaced it in 
the state bk wUch it i^peared in Hue^s time." Originesde Caen $ 
p. 248. The revolution was still more terrible than the Calvinistic 
Airy r^'fer no traces of the monument are now to be seen. 

t The west window is almost totally obscured by a most gi- 
gentle organ built close to it, and^aUowed to be the finest in all 
France, This organ is so big, as to require eleven large bel- 
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eonsidered to be the finest in aU France. But Nor- 
mandy abounds in church decorations of this kind. 
Leaving therefore this venerable pile, endeared to the 
British antiquary by a thousand pleasing associations 
of ideas, we strike off into an adjoining court yard, 
and observe the ruins of a pretty extensive pile of build- 
ing, which is called by Ducard the Palace qf the Con- 
queror, But in this supposed palace, in its present 
state, most assuredly William I. nevet' resided : for it 
is clearly not older than the thirteenth century : If so 
ancient. Ducarel saw a great deal more than is now * 
to be seen ; for, in fact^ as I attempted to gain entrance 
into what appeared to be the principal room, I was 
stopped by an old womaUi who assured me " qu'il n'y 
avoit xlen que du chanffiige.'' It was true, enougb : 
the whole of the untenanted interior contained nothing 
but wood fuel. Returning to the principal streetj and 

lows, &c. Ducarel, p. 57- He then pooe on to observe, that 
** amongst the plate preserved iu the treasury of this church, is a 
curious SILVER SALVER, about ten inches in diameter, gilt, and 
inlaid with antique medals. Tradition assures us, that it was on 
this salver, that king William the conqueror placed the founda- 
tion charter of the abbey when he presented it, at the high altar, 
on the dedication of the church. The edges of this sailer, which 
standi on a foot stalk of the same metal, are a little turned up, 
and car^Ml. In the centre b inlaid a Greek medal ; on the ob- 
verse whereof is this legend, Aixrav^fp \vkovoc ; but it being fixed 
in its socket, the reverse is not visible. The other medals, forty 
in number, are set round the rim, in holes punched quite through } 
80 that the edges of the holes serve us frames for the medals. 
These medals aie Roman, and in the highest preservation." 
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making a slight digrewioii to the right, you descend 
somewhat abraptly by the side of a church in ruins, 
called St, Etienne le Vieil. In Ducarel's time this 
church is described as entire. On the exterior of one 
of the remaining buttresses is a whole length figure, 
about four English feet in height (as ikr as I could 
guess by the eye) of a man on horseback — mutilated — 
trampling upon another man at its feet. 

It is no doubt a curious and uncommon ornament* 
But, would you believe it? this figure also, in the opi« 
nion of Bourgueville,* was intended for William the 
the Conqueror — ^representing his triumphant entry into 
Caen ! As an object of art, even in its present muti- 

• Yet Bourgueville's description of the group, as it appeared 
ill his time, trips up the heels of his own conjecture. He says 
that there were, besides the two figures above mentioned, *' vn 
autre honime etfemme ^genoux, comme s'ils demandoient raison ' 
de la mort de leur enfant, qui est vne antiquity de grand remarque 
dont je ne puis donner autre certitude de Thistoire." Antiquitez 
de Caen ; p. 39. Now, it is this additional portion of the group 
(at present no longer in existence) which should seem to confinu 
the conjecture of my friend Mr. Douce — that it is a representa- 
tion of the received story, in the middle ages, of the Emperor 
Trajan being met by a widow who demanded justice against the 
murderer of her son. The Emperor, who had just mounted his 
horse to set out upon some hostile expedition, replied, that "he 
would listen to her on his return." The woman said, ** What, if 
you never return?" "My successor will satisfy you" — he re- 
plied — "But how will that bene6t you," — resumed the Avidow. 
The Emperor then descended from his horse, and enquiring into 
the woman's case, caused justice to be done to her. Some of the 
stories say that the murderer was the Emperor's own sou. 
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lated state, it is highly interesting ; and I rejoice that 

Mr. Cotman is likely to preserve the little that remains 
from the hazard of destruction by the fideUty of his 
own copy of it.* It is quite clear that^ close to the 
figure, you discover traces of style which are unequi- 
vocally of the time of Francis I. The interior of what 
remains of this consecrated edifice is converted " hor- 
resco referens** into a receptacle fbr • • carriages for 
hire. Not far from this spot stood formerly a ma^i- 
ficent Cross — demolished during the memorable visit 
of the Cal¥inists.f In the way to the abbey of the 
Tximty, quite at the opposite or eastern extremity of 
the town, you necessarily pass along the Hue Si, 
Pierre, and enter into the market-place, affording an 
opening before the most beautiful church in all Nor- 
mandy. It is the church of St Pierre de Dametal of 
•.which I now speak, and from which the name of the 
street is derived. The tower and spire are of the most 
adnurable form and workmanship.]: The extreme 

* [Since the pablicati<m of the first edition of tbis woik, the 
figure in question has appeared from the pencil and burin of Mr. 
CSotman; of which the only fault, as it atrilcea me, is, that the 
PUhet is too rsugh^r the efiect too sketchy.] 

t BoorgneviHe has minutely described it in Ids AndjMtt; 
and his description is copied in the preceding edition of this 
work. 

\ Bourgucville is extremely particular and even eloquent in 
his account of the tower, &c. He says that lie had "seentowen 
iit Paris, Rouen, Toulouse, Avignon, Narbonne, Montpelier, 
livons, Amiens, Chartres, i^ngiers, Bayeux, Constances, (qu. 
Coutuuces ?) and those of St. Stephen at Caen, and othen, in 
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ddicacy and picturesque effect of the stone tilesj with 
which ihe spire is coreredf as well as the lightness and 
imposing consequence given to the tower upon which 
the spire rests, are of a character peculiar to itself. 
The whole has a charming effect. But severe criti- 

divers parts of France, which are built in a pyramidal form— bat 
TEiB TowBR OT St. Peter exceeded all the others, as well in 
its heii^ht, as in its curious form of constniction.'' Jntiq. de Caen ; 
p. 36. He regrets, however, that the name the architect has 
not descended to ns. [It is right to correct an error, in the pre- 
ceding edition, wludi has been committed on the authority of 
Ducaiel. That Antiquary supposed the tower and spire to have 
been bidlt by the geneiority of one Nicholas, an ENGUsmfAN." 
Mons. laoquet has» I tbhik, ledaimed the tme author of such 
munificenee. as his wm countryman. — ^Nicolas Langlois • 
whose name thus occnn in his epitaph, preserved by Boni|pie- 
vilk. 

La Fendradi, 4eoani Unainkt 
La Stdnt Ger gue h iea^ afetifrait, 
Tretpasta Nicollb I/anolois, 
Vam MU Trmt Cent et Dim Sipt.'] 
&c. ftc. 

Reverting, to old BouRGuEviLLE, I canilot take leave of him 
without expressing my hearty thanks for the amusement and in- 
formation which his unostentatious octavo volume — entitled Les 
Rccherches ct Antiquitez de la Fille et UniversiU de Caen, &ic. 
Caen, 1588, 8vo.) has afforded me. 

The author, who tells us he was l)orn in 1504, lived through 
the most critical and not unperilous period of the times in which 
he wrote. His plan is perfectly artless, and his style as com- 
pletely simple. Nor does his fidelity appear impeachable. Such 
ancient volumes of topography are invaluable — as preserving the 
memory of things and of objects, which, but for such record* 
had perished without the hope or chance of recovery. 



CAEN. 



177 



cism compels one to adaiit that the body of the church 

is defective in fine taste and unity of parts. The style 
18 not only florid Gothici but it is luxuriant, even to 
TanknesSi If I may so speak. The parts are capri* 
ciouslyput together: filled, and eren crannned) with 
ornaments of apparently all ages : concluding with the 
Grecian mixture introduced in the zdgn of Francis L 
The buttresses are, however, generally^ bfty and airy. 
In the midst of this complicated and corrupt style of 
architecture, the tower and spire rise like a structure 
built by preternatural hands ; and I am not sure that^ 
at this moment, I can recollect any thing of equal 
beauty and effect in tlie whole range of ecclesiastical 
edifices in our own country. Look at tliis building, 
from any part of the town, and you must acknowledge 
lhat it has the strongest claims to unqualified admira- 
tion.* The body of the church is of very considerable 
dimensions. I entered it on a Sunday morning, about 
deven o'clock, and fimnd it quite filled with a large 
congregation, in .which the cauchoise, as usual, ap- 
peared like a broad white mass — ^from one end to the 
other. The j^iests were in procession. One of the 
most magnifiorat organs imaginable was in fiill intona- 

* [Ten yeaci hare elapsed since thiisenteiice was written, and 
the experience gained in those years only confirms the truth 
(according to the conc^tion of the author) of the above asser- 
tion. Such a tower and spire, if found in England, must be 
looked for in Salisbury Cathedral ; but though this latter be 
much loftier, it is stiff, cold, and fonnal^ comparatively with that 
of which the text makes mention.] 
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tioiii with every stop opened ; the voices of the congre- 
gation were lustily exercised ; and the offices of reli- 
gion were carried on in a manner which would seem to 
indicate a warm sense of devotion among the worship- 
pers. There is a tolerably good set of modem paint- 
ings (the best which I have yet seen in the interior of 
a church) of the Life of Christy in the side chapels. 
The eastern extremity, or the further end of Our 
Lady*t Chapel, is horribly bedaubed and over-loaded 
with the most tasteless specimens of what is called 
Gothic art, perhaps ever witnessed ! The great bell of 
this churchy which has an uncommonly deep and fine 
tone, is for ever 

Swinging slow with solemn roar ! 

that is to say : — ^it is tolling from five in the morning 
till ten at night ; so incessantly, in one side-chapel or 
another, are these offices carried on within this mater- 
nal parish church.* 

I saw, with momentary astonishment, the leaning 
tower of a church in the Hue St, Jean,-\- which is one 
of the principal streets in the town: and which is ter- 
minated by the Place dee CoMemes^ flanked by the 
river Ome. In this street I was asked, by a book- 
seller^ two pounds two shillings, for a thumbed and 

* [For six months in the year — that is to say, from Lady Day 
till Michaelmas Day — this great Bell tolls, at a quarter before 
ten, as a curfew.] 

t A plate of it may be found ia the publication of Mr, Dawson 
Turner^ and of Mr. Cotman. 
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cropt copy of the Elzevir-Heinsius Horace of 1629 ; 
but with which demand I did not of course comply. 
In fact^ they have the most extravagant notions of the 
prices of Elzevirs, both here and at Rouen. 

You must now attend me to the most interesting 
public building, perhaps all things considered^ which, 
is to be seen at Caen. I mean, the Ahhey of the Holy 
Trinityy or L'Abbaye aux Dames,* This abbey was 
founded by the wife of the Conqueror, about the same 
time that "William erected that of St. Stephen. Du- 
carel's description of it, which I have just seen in a 
copy of the Anglo-Norman Antiquities, in a book- 
seller's shop, is sufficiently meagre. His plates are 
also sufficiently miserable: but things are strangely 
altered since his time. The nave of the church is 
occupied by a manufactory for making cordage^ or 
twine ; and upwards of a hundred lads are now busied 
in their flaxen occupations, where formerly the nun 
knelt before the cross, or was occupied in auricular 
confession. The entrance at the western extremity is 
entirely stopped up: but the exterior gives manifest 
proof of an antiquity equal to that of the Abbey of St. 
Stephen. The upper part of the towers are palpably 
of the fiflteenth, or rather of the early part of the six- 

* Of this IraOdiiigr Mr. Gotmaa lias publisbed the West Croats 
esst eiid» exterior sad Interior i great srdies wider the tower; 
crypt $ east of soalli tnuisept $ elevatkm of the North side 
of the chcnr: elevation of the vnndowj South side exterior 5 
view down tiie nave, N. W. Erection. 
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teenth century. I had no opportunity of judging of 
the neat payement of the floor of the nave^ in white 

and black marble, as noticed by Dncarel, on account 
of the occupation of this part of the building by the 
manufacturing children ; but I saw some very ancient 
tomb-stones (one I think of the twelfth century) which 
had been removed from the nave or side aisles, and 
were placed against the sides of the north transept. 

The naye is entirely toaUed tip firom the transepts^ 
bi!itthe choir is fortunately presenred; and a more 
perfect and interesting specimen of its kind, of the 
same antiquity, is perhaps no where to be seen in Nor- 
mandy. All the monumentB as well as the altars, 
described by Ducarel, are now taken away. Having 
ascended a stone staircase, we got into the upper part 
of the choir, above the first row of pillars — and walked 
along the wall. This was rather adyenturous, you 
will say : but a more adventurous spirit of curiosity 
had nearly proved fatal to me : for, on quitting day- 
Ught, we pursued a winding stone staircase, in our way 
to the central tower— to enjoy from hence a view of 
the town. I almost tremble as I relate it. There 
had been put up a sort of temporary wooden staircase, 
leading absolutely to • • .nothing ; or, rather, to a dark 
void space. I happened to be foremost in ascending, 
yet groping in the dark — with the guide luckily close 
behind me. Having reached the topmost step, I was 
raising my foot to a supposed higher or succeeding 
step . . • but there was none* A depth of eighteen feet 
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at least was below me. The guide caught my coat, as 
I was about to lose my balance— «iid roared out ''Ar* 
r^tes— tenes !** The least balance or meUnation, one 
way or the other, is sufficient, upon these critical occa- 
sions: when luckily, from his catching my coat, and 
pulling me. in consequence slightly backwards, my ML 
. . and my life . ; were equally sayiBd ! I have reasok 
from henceforth to remember the Abbaye aux Dambs 
at Caen. ' 
■ I gained the top of the central tower, which is not-of 
equal altitude widi those of the western extremity^ and 
from thence surveyed the town, as well as the drizzling 
rain, would permit. I saw enough hbwerer to convince 
me that tJie nte of this abbey Is fine and commanding. 
Indeed it stands nearly upon the highest ground in the 
town. Ducarel had not the glorious ambition to mount 
to the top of the tower ; nor did he even possess that 
most commendable of all spedes of architiectnral cu- 
riosity, a wish to visit the crypt. Thus, in either' 
extremity — I evinced a more laudable spirit of enter- 
prise than did my old-fisishioned predecessor. Accord- 
ingly, from the summit^ you must accompany me to the 
lowest depth of the building. I descended by the 
same (somewhat intricate) route« and I took especial 
care to avoid all " temporary wooden stair-cases." The 
crypt, beneath the chour. Is perhaps of yet greater 
interest and beauty than the choir itself. Within an 
oldy very old, stone coffin — at the ftirther circular end 
— ere the pulveriaed remains of one of the earliest 
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Abbesses.* I gazed around with mixed sensations of 
veneiatuMi and awe, and threw myself back into centu- 
ries past, haepMig that the shrouded figure of Ma- 
tilda herself glided by, with a look as if to approve of 
my antiquarian enthusiasm ! Hairing gratified my cu- 
. riosity by a careful sarfey of this fl^teRaneoas abodes 
I revisited the regions of day-light, and made towards 
&e large building, now a manufactory, which in Du- 
carel*s time had been a nunnery. The revolution has 
swept away (sreiy human being in the character q£ a 
nun ; but Ihe director of the manufactory shewed me, 
with great civility, some relics of old crosses, rings, 
yeilsy lachrymatories, &c. which had been taken from 
tlpe crypt I had recently visited* These relics saTonred 
of considerable antiquity. Tom Heame would have 
set about proving that they must have belonged to 
Matilda herself ; but I will have neither the presump- 
tion nor the merit of att^ptiiig this proo£ They 
seemed indeed to have undergone half a doeen decom- 
positions. Upon the whole, if our Antiquarian So- 
dety^ after having exhausted the cathedrals of thdr 
own country, should ever think of perpetuating the 

• Bourgneville describes the havoc whidi took place within 
this abbey at the memorable visit of the GalviiiiBtB b 1662. From 
plnndering the church of St. Stephen (as befora described p. 172,) 
lliey proceeded 0 commit similar rsvages here t--^ mob anoir 
respect ni reuerence la Dame Abbess^ ni k la religion et dou- 
ceur femuiine des Dsmes Religiettaes.''— " plusieun des oiBders 
de la unison s'y trouuerent, vsans de gracienses persuasions, 
pour penser flechir le ccsmr de ces plus que bratauz $** p. 174. 
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principal ecclesiastical edifices of Noimandy* by meaiis 
o£ib»Jfi ^Ef^rtwmg, let tihem be^ dieir labonn 
with the Abbate aux Dames at Caen. 

The foregoing, my dear friend, are the principal 
eccleiiagtical buildinga m tfak pkce. There aie other 
poblk edificety but comparatively of a modem date. 
And yet I should be guilty of a gross omission were I 
to neglect giving you an account^ however 8uperfidaJ« 
of the renuuna of an apparentiy icastbuultbo suild- 
INO, a littie beyond the Abbaye aitz Damea— or rath«r 
to the right, upon elevated ground, as you enter the 
town by the way we came. As far as I can discover, 
this appears to .have escaped DncareL* It is doubt- 
less a very curious idic. Running along the uppev 
part of the walls, there is a series of basso-relievo 
heads, medaUion-wise, cut in stone, evidentiy intended 
for portndts* They are assuredly not older than the 
vdgE of nands L and may be even as late as that of 

• Unless it be what he calLs the fort of tub Holy Trinity 
of Caen ; in which was constantly kept a garrison, commanded 
by a captain, whose annual pay xvas 100 single crowns. This was 
demolished by Charles, kin<^ of Navarre, in the year 1360, during 
the war which he carried on against Charles the Dauphin, after- 
wards Charles V., &c." j4nglo-Norman Antiquities, p. 6/. This 
castle, or the building once flanked by the walls above described, 
was twice taken by the Eno;lish ; once in 1346, when they made 
an immense booty, and loaded their ships with the gold and silver 
vessels foimd therein : and the second time in 1417, when they 
established themselves as masters of the place for 33 yean. 
Armuaire du Calvadoti 1803-4 ; p. 63. 
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Henry II. Among these rude medallions, is a female 
headf with a ferocioiu-lookiiig man on each aide of i^ 
either saluting the woman^ or whispering m her ear* 
But the most striking objects are the stone figures of 
two men, upon a circular tower^ of which one is in the 
act of shobtiiig an arro w» and the other as if holding a 
drawn sword. I got admittance within the building ; 
and ascending the tower^ found that these were only 
the trunks of figuie%— and removable at pleasure. I 
could only stroke ihdr beards and skake their bodies 
a little, which was of course done with impunity. 
Whether the present be the original place of their 
destination may be yery doubtful. The Abb6 de la 
Rue, with whom I discoursed upon the subject yes- 
terday morning, is of opinion that these figures are of 
the time of Lou\8 XI.: which makes them a little 
more andent than ihe other ornaments of the build* 
ing. As to the interior, I could gather nothing with 
certainty of the original character of the place from 
the present remains. The earth is piled up, here and 
diere, in artificial mounds covered with grass : and an 
orchard, and ridi pasture knd (where I saw several 
women milking cows) form the whole of the interior 
scenery. However the CaetmoU are rather proud of 
this building. 

Leaving y ou to your own conclusions respecting 
the date of its erection, and " putting the colophon" 
to this disqiusition respecting the principal pubKe 
buildings at Caen, it is high time to assure you how 
faithfully I am always yours. 
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LITERARY SOCIETY. ABb6 DE LA RUE. MESSRS. PIERRE- 
AIMi LAIR AND LAMOUROUX. MEDAL OF MALHSRBE. 
BOOK8XI.LBB8. MBKOIR OF THB LATB M. M0T8AHT, 
PUBLIC LIBRARIAN. COURTS OF JtTSITCB. 

From the dead let me conduct you to the hying. In 
oHier words, prepare to recem some account of So' 
tietyr-^rvaid of things appertaining to the formation of 
the intellectual character. Caen can boast of a public 
Literary Society, and of the pubhcation of its memoirs.* 
But these memoirs'* consist at present of only six 
volumes, and are in our own country extremely rare. 

Among the men whose moral character and hterary 
reputation throw a sort of lustre upon Caen, there is 
no one perhaps that stsnds upon guUe so lofty an emi- 
nence as the AhBE de la Rue ; at this time occupied 

* MiMBkm de PJegdemie dn Bellet Leant de Ceen, Chen 
Jaeqfut Matmry, 17^7, 4 vole, ermm^ve. Rapport g^ninUe ear 
lee Hwma de fjieademie dee $eieiufee. Arte, ei BeOee LeUree de 
la 9&le de Ceen, jusgi^au premier Jmwier, 1811. Pmr P.'F, T. 
Dehrkfiere, SeerMre. A Caen, dtea Chahpin. An. 1811 — 16. 
2 vsli. OB Mbreat paper, with ^fiffisfent typM, and proTokingly 
of a Ittger fonn tlian its precnnor. 
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in pabMafaiiig a Jittery qf Caen*^ As an archaeolo- 
gisty he has no snperiofr among his countrymen; while 

his essays upon the Bayeux Tapestry and the Anglo- 
Norman Poets, published in our Archaologia, prove 
that there are isw, even among oaiadTOs^ who could 
have treated those interesting subjects with more dex- 
terity or better success. The Abb6 is, in short, the 
great archaeological oracle of Normandy. He was 
pleased to pay me a visit at Lagooelle's* He is &st 
advancing towards his seventieth year. His figure is 
rather stout, and above the mean height : his com- 
plexion is healthful^ his eye brilliant^ and a plentiful 
quantity of waving white hair adds much to Ihe ex<p 
pression of his countenanecf He enquired kindly 
after our mutual friend Mr. Douce ; of whose talents 
and character he spoke in a manner which did equal 
honour to both. But he was inexorably as to-rnol 

* [On oongnltiiig tlie Addenda of the preceding edition, it will 
be seen that this work appeared in the year 1820, under the title 
of Euait Nitt&riques mr la Fille de Cam et son ^rondistetnent, m 
2 small octavo volumes. With the exception of two or three in- 
different plates of relics of sculpture, and of titles with armorial 
bearings, this work is entirely divested of ornament. There ve 
some vseiul historical details in It, taken from the examination of 
records and the public aiebiyes $ but a Histobt of Camv is yet 
' a desideratum.] 

t [By the favour of our common friend Mr. Douce, I have ob- 
tained permission to enrich theoe pages with the portrait of this 
diatingoished Archaeologist, irom an original Drawing in the pos- 
sewhm of the same friend. See the Orrosns Platb.] 
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dining wilh me; observing that his Older was IMbid- 

den to dine in taverns. He gave me a list of places 
which I ought to visit in my further progress throu|^ * 
Normandyf and took leave of me more aiimplly <ban 
I eonld have wished. He rmfy visits Caen, al&oiigli 
a great portion of his library is kept there : his abode 
being chiefly in the country^ at the residence of a noble- 
man to wliose son lie was tutor. ItisdeligfatMtosee 
a man, of his yenerable aspect and widely exiended 
reputation, enjoying, in the evening of life, (after brav- 
ing such a tempest^ in the nooiMlay of it, as that of 
the Revolution) the calm^ unimpaired possession of liis 
faculties, and the respect of the virtuous and the wise. 

The study of Natural History obtwis pretty gene- 
rally aX Caen ; indeed they Iiave an Academy in which 
this branch of learning is expressly taught— and of 
which Monsieur Lamouroux* is at once the chief 
ornament and instructor. This gentleman (to whom 
our friend Mr. Dawson Turner furnished me with a 
letter of introduction) has themosit.unaflfected manner% 

* He has recently (181Q published an oetavo volmiie eatltled 
NiMM de§ Po^npiert, CoralUghteB fUMes, fmlgt^irmeni 

mmmA Z99pk§tef, Par J. V. F. Lammsroux, From oae of Ui 

Epistles, I raljob a Ine^isnk of hii anlofnq^ 
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and .a eountenanoe particularly open>aiid winmiigi He 
is " a very dragon" in his pursuit. On my second caD, ' 
I found him busied in unpacking some baskets of sea- 
weed, yet reeking with the briny moisture ; and which 
he handled and separated and classed with equal eap 
gemess and facOity. The library of M. Lanourcnuc 
is quite a workman-Uke library : filled with sensible, 
solidy and instructive books — and if he had only ac- 
cepted, a repeated and strongly-prebsed invitation to 
dine with me at Lagouelle's^ to meet his learnied bro-' 
ther PiERRE-AiME Lair, nothing would have been 
wanting to the completion of his character ! . . 

You have just heard tiie name of Pierre-Aim6 Lair. 
Prepare to receive a sketch of the character to which 
that, name appertains. . This gentleman is not only the 
life and soul ofthe' sodet^r-but of the very town— in 
whieh^ he .moves. I walked with him, . ann in 'arm; 
more than once, through very many streets, passages, 
and. courts, which were distinguished ibr any relic of 
architectural antiquity. He was recognised and saluted 
by nearly one person out of three, in our progress. ^ Je 
vous salue** — vous voila avec Monsieur I'Anglois" — 
" bon jour," — " comment ca .va-t>il — The activity of 
Pierre-Aim6 Lair is oidy eqm^bd by his gbodiiess of 
heart and friendliness of dispontion. He u all kind^^ 
ness. Call when you will, and ask for what you please, 
the object solicited is sure to be .granted. He nevec 
aeema to rise (and he is a veiy earlty risei) mitk ajpleen, 
ill-humottr, or untoward propensities. 'With him, A« 
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sun seems always to shine^ and the lark to tune her 
caroL And this cheerfuhiess of feeling is carried by 
him into every abode however gloomyi and every 
society however.doll. 

But more substantial praise belongs to this amiable 
man* . Not only is Pierre-Aime Lair a lover and col- 
lector of tangible antiquities-Hnich as glased tiles; 
broken busts/ old pictares, and Iraetured capitals — all 
seen in " long array" up the windings of his staircase — 
but he is a critic^ and a patron of the literary andqui- 
ties of his country. Caen (as I told you in my last 
despatch) is the Inrtb-place of Malherbe; and, in the 
character now under discussion, it has found a perpe- 
tuator of the name, and merits of the father of French 
verse* In the year 1806 our worthy antiquary piit 
forth a project for a general subscription " for a medal 
in honour of Mallierhe^'* which project was in due 
time rewarded by the names of J^Um hundred MidSot 
subsenbers, at five francs a piece. The proposal was 
doubtless flattering to the literary pride of the French ; 
and- luckily the execution of it surpassed the expecta- 
lianr<»f the subseiibcfv. The head is undoubtedly of 

• The medallic project here alluded to is one which does both 
the projector, and the arts of France, infinite honour ; and I sin- 
cerely wish that some second Simon may rise up among ourselves 
to emulate, and if possible to surpass, the performances of Gat- 
T£Aux and Audrieu. The fonnpr is the artist to whom we are 
indebted for the medal of Malherbe, and the latter for the aeries 
oi the BonafKurte medals. [Has my friend Mr. Hawkins, of the 
Museum, thaiidoned all thoughts of his magnificent project con- 
nected with such a national work i] 
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the most perfect ezeeution. Not only, however^ did 

this head of Malherbe succeed — but a feeling was ex- 
pressed that it might be followed up by a Series of 
HeaeU of the moflt iUustrioiuf, of both sexes* in litm* 
tare and die fine arts. The very liint was ttioiigh 'for 
Lair : though I am not sure whether he be not the 
fiither of the latter design also. Accordingly, there 
has appeaiedi pmodicaUy, a set of heads of this de- 
scription, in bronse or oilier metal, as the purchaser 
pleases — which has reflected infinite credit not only 
on the name of the projector of this scheme^ but on 
llie present state of the fine arts in France. 

Yet another word about Pierre-Aime Lair. He is 
not so inexorable as M. Lamouroux : for he hcts dined 
with me, and quaffed the burgundy and champagne 
of LagoueBe, commander mchief of this house. Better 
wines cannot be quaffed ; and Malherbe and the Duke 
of Wellington formed the alternate subjects of dis- 
course and praise* In return, I have dined with our 
guest. He had prepared ah abundant dinner, and a 
very select society : but although there was no wand, 
as in the case of Sandio Panza, to charm away the 
dishesj &c. or tp interdict the tasting of ishem, yet it 
was scarcely possible to partake of one in ibur . • so 
tmmerciiully were they steeped and buried in butter ! 
The principal topic of discourse were the ments of the 
poets of the respective countries of France and Eng* 
land, from which I have reason to think that Pope, 
Thomson, and Young, are among the greatest favou- 
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rites with the French. The while brandy of Piene- 
Aim6 Lair, introduced after dinner, is hardly to be 

described for its strength and pungency. " Vous 
n'avea rien comme ca chez vous V* Je le crois bien, (I 
replied) c'est la lique&ction ni^me du feu.'* We broke 
up before eight ; each retiring to his respective aTOca- 
tipns — ^but did not dine till five. I borrowed, howeyer^ 
^ an hour or twain" of the eyening^ after the departure 
of the company, to enjoy tiie more partieukr conver- 
sation of our host ; and the more I saw and conversed 
with him, the greater was my gratification. At part- 
ings he loaded me with a pile of pamphleta» of all sisesy 
of his own publication ; and I ventured to predict to 
him that he would terminate his multifarious labours 
by settling into consolidated Bibliomamiacism. " On 
pent feire pire T'—was his reply--Hm diakkig hands 
with ne, and telling me he should certainly meet me 
again at Bayeux, in my progress through Normandy.* 
My acquaintance with this amiable man seemed to be 
my security from insults in tiie streets. 

Education here commences early, and with incite- 
ments as alluring as at Rouen. PoissoN in the Rue 
Fronde is the principal^ and indeed a very ezoeUent^ 
printer; but Bonnbsskre, in tiie same street, has 
put forth a vastly pretty manual of infantine devotion, 
in a brochure of eight pages, of which I send you the 
first, and which you may compare witii Ihe spedmen 
transnutted in a former letter.f 

• ? See post — under the nmniog tide Bsyeuz. 
f Seepage 172 ante. 
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Chapolin, in the Rue-Froide-Ruej has recently pub- 
lished a most curious little manual, in the cursive secre- 
taiy gothiCf entitled "La CiviUU hotmSie pow Us 
fans qui e&mmenee par la maniere dapprmdre ei hien 
lire, prononcer et tcrireT I call it '* curious," because 
the very first initial letter of the text, representing C, 
introdnoes us to the bhtarrerie of the early part of the 
xvith century in treatises of a similar character. Take 
this first letter, with a specimen also of those to which • 
it appertains.' 

It* tt^^^H' 
f9QU9H€€H$ 

This work is full of the old fashioned (and not a bit 
the worse on that account) precepts of the siune period ; 

such as we see in the various versions of the " De 
Moribus Juvenum," of which the Contenance de la 
TMsy in the French langoage, is probably the most 
popular. It is executed throughout in the same small 
and smudged gothic character ; and, as I conceive, can 
have few purchasers. The printers of Caen must not 
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be dioinflaed widiout respectful meDtion of die typo- 
graphical talents of Le Roy ; who ranks after Poisson. 
Let both these be considered as the Buhner and Bens- 
ley of the place. 

• But among these venders of infiuitine fiteratuTe» or 
of cheap popular pieces, there is no man who " drives 
such a trade" as Picard-Guerin, Imprimeur en tailler 
douce ei FtUnrieaui ^Imageei* who. Uyes in the Bme det 
TehUmiers, n^ 175. I paid hhn more than one visit i 
asj from his "fabrication/* issue the thousands and 
tens of thousands of bxoadsidesy chap-books, &c. &e» 
which inundate Lower Normandy. You give from 
one to three sous, according as the subject be simple 
or compound} upon wood or upon copper : — ^Saints, 
martyrs^ and scriptural subjects; or heroes»chieftainsj 
and monarehs, including the Duke of Wellington and 
Louis XVIII. le Desire — are among the taille-douces 
specified in the imprints. Madame did me the honour 
of shewing me pome of her choicest treasures, as her 
husband was from home. Up stairs was a parcel of 
mirthful boys and girls, with painting brushes in their 
hands, and saucers of various colours before them* 
Upon enquuy, I found that they recehred four sous per 
dozen, for colouring ; but I will not take upon me to 
say that they were over or under paid — of so equi- 
vocal a character were their performances. Only I 
h(^»ed to be excused if I. preferred the plaiQ.to the 
coloured. In a foreign country, our notice is attracted 
. towards things perhaps the most mean and minute. 
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With this feeling, I examined carefully what was put 
before me^ and made a selection sufficient to shew that 
it was the produce of FreonAi mnL Among the serious 
subjects were two to which I paid particular attention. 
The one was a metrical cantiqqe of the Prodigal Son, 
with six wood cuts above the tex^ exhibitiqg the leadr 
ing points of the Gospel^nanatiTe. I wSi cut out and 
send you the second of these six : in which you will 
clearly peroeiTe the military turn which seems to pie- 
▼ail throughout France in things the most minute. 
The Prodigal is about to mount his horse and leave his 
father s house, in the cloke and cock'd hat of a French 
officer. 




The fourih of tliese cuts is droll enough* It is enti« 
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tled^ V Enfant Prodigue est chasse par ses maU 
trene$J* The expulsion consists in the women diir- 
ing him out of doors with hesoms and hair-brooms. It 
is very probable, however, that all this character of 
absurdity attaches to some of our own representations 
of the same subject; if« instead of examining (as in 
Pope*8 tone) 

• • • • the walls of Bedlam and Soho, 

we take a survey of the graphic broadsides which 
dangle from strings upon Ae wall iit Hyde Paik 
Comer. 

Another subject of a serious character, which I am 
about to describe to you, can rarely^ in all probability, 
be the production of a London artist. It is called 
** Notre^Dame de la bonne DiUvrande" and is neces- 
sarily confined to the religion of the country. You 
have here, first of all^ a reduced fom of the original : 
probably about one-third — and it is the more appro- 
priate, as it will serve to give you a very correct notion 
of the dressing out of the figures of the Virgin and 
Child which are meant to grace the altars of the ^ 
chapels of the Vir^ in most of the churches in Nor- 
mandy. Is it possible that one spark of devotion can 
be kindled by the contemplation of an object so gro- 
tesque and so absurd in the House of God? 
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To describe all the trumpery which is immediately 
around it, in the original, would be a waste of time ; 
but below are two good figures to the right, and two 
wretched ones to the left. Beneath the whole, is the 
following accredited consoling piece of intelligence : 

I/an 830, det Barbaret detcendent dans let Gaulet, mauacrent 
leg FidiUi, prqfkneni ei Mlleni lee EgUeet. Remit ^ Nwr- 
man£e, eejmni h ew; Pimage de la Ste, Fterge demen^e eme' 
veUe sow let rutnet de Ptrndenne eht^^eUe Jtup^mt rkgne de 

▼Ofi. I. o 
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Henri I. Pan 1331, Beaudotiin, Baron de DouvreSy avertipar «MI 
berger qWun mouton de son troupeau fonillait totyours dan* le 
meme endroit,fit ouvrir la terre, et trouva ce tr^sor cach4 depuis 
tant d*ann(fes. II Jit porter processionnellement cette sainte image 
dans I'Eglise de Douvres : mais Dieu permit qu'elle fut trans^' 
port^e par un Ange dans Vendroit de la chapelle oh elle est mainte- 
nant r^vfy^e. Cest dans cette chapelle que, par P intercession de 
Marie, les ptfcheurs regoivent leur conversion, les afflig^s leur con- 
solation, les itifirmes la sant^, les captifs leur delivrance, que ceuo! 
qui sont en mer t^cliappent au.v tempetes et au naufrage, et que det 
miracles s^operent Journellement sur les pieujc Fidbles. 

A word DOW for Bibliopolists — including Bouqm- 
nisteSf or venders of " old and second-hand books." 

The very morning following my arrival in Caen, I 
walked to the abbey of SU Stephen, before breakfast, 
and in the way thither stopped at a book stalls to the 
right, — and purchased some bhick letter folios ; among 
which the French version of Cizsar's Commentaries^ 
printed by Verard, in 148Sx was the most desirable 
acquisition. It is reserved for Lord Spencer's library 
at a price which, freight and duty included, cannot 
reach the sum of twelve shillings of our money. Of 
Tenders of second hand and old books, the elder and 
younger MAifouRT take a decisive lead. The former 
lives in the Rue Froide ; the latter in the Hue Notre 
Dame, The father boasts of having upwards of thirty 
thousand volumes, but I much doubt whether his stock 
amount to one half of that number. He unhesitatingly 

* It is described in the 2d vol. of the Mbes Althorpianjb ; 
fonning the Svj^ement to the Bibliotheca Spencbriana : see 
page 94. 
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asked me two louis dor for a copy of the Vavdenires 
of Olivibb Basseun, which is a modeniy bat privately 
printed) Tolutne ; and of which I hope to give you 
some amusing particulars by and by. He also told 
me that he had formerly sold a paper copy of Fuafs 
Bible <tfim,^th many of the illiminated imtials cut 
out, to the library of the Arsenjil, at Paris, for 100 
louis d'or. I' only know that, if I had been hbrarian, 
he should not have had one half the money. 

Now for Manoury the yonnger. Old and young 
are comparative terms : for be it known that the son is 

age de soixante ans*" Over his door yon read an 
ancient inscription, thus : 

Battu, percS, lU, Je veux ehamger de mainJ* 

This implies either (like Aladdin's old lamps for new) 
that he wishes to give new books in exchange for old 
ones, or that he can smarten up old ones by binding, 
or otherwise, and give them a renovated appearance. 
But the solution is immaterial : the inscription being 
as above* The interior of the younger Manoury's 
book repository almost appalled me. His front shop, 
and a corridor communicating with the back part of 
the house, are rank with moisture ; and his books are 
consequently rotting apaqe. Upon my making as 
pitiable a statement as I was able of this melancholy 
state of things — and pleading with all my energies 
against the inevitable destruction which threatened the 
Otac beol^— the obdurate bibliopoUst displayed not 



Digitized by Google 



900 



CAEN. 



one scintillation of sympathy. He was absolutely in- 
difierent to the whole concern. In the back parlour^ 
almost impervious to day-light, his daughter, and a 
stout and handsome bourgeoise, with rather an unu- 
sually elevated cauchoise, were regaling themselves 
with soup and herbs at dinner. I hurried through, 
my way to the upper regions* with apologies for the 
intrusion ; but was told that none were necessary — 
that I might go where, and stay as long, as I pleased — 
and that any explanation would be given tr my inter- 
rogatories in the way of business. I expressed my 
obligations for such civility ; and gaining an upper 
room, by the help of a chair, made a survey of its 
contents. What piles of interminable rubbish ! I se- 
lected, as the only rational or desirable volume — half 
rotted with moisture — Belons Marine Fishes, 1551, 
4to; and placing six francs (the price demanded) upon 
the table, hurried back, through this sable and dismal 
territory, with a sort of precipitancy amounting to 
horrour. What struck me, productive of a very 
extraordinary efiect — was the cheeriulness and gakU 
de cantr of these females, in the midst of this region of 
darkness and desolation. Manoury told me that the 
Revolution had deprived him of the opportunity of 
having the finest bookselling stock in' France ! His 
own carelessness and utter apathy are likely to prove 
yet more destructive enemies. 

But let us touch a more " spirit-stirring** chord in the 
book theme. Let us leave the JBcuquhdsU for the 
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PUBLIC LIBRARY : and I invite you most earnestly to 
accompany me thither, and to hear matters of especial 
import, This library occupies the upper part of a fine 
large stone building, devoted to the pubUc offices of 
government. The plan of the library is exceedingly 
striking ; in the shape of a cross. It measures one 
hundred and thirty-four, by eighty, French feet ; and 
is supposed, apparently with justice, to contain ^0,000 
volumes. It is proportionably wide and lofty. M. Hu- 
bert is the present chief librarian, having succeeded 
the late M. Moysant, his uncle. Among the more 
eminent benefactors and Bibtiomaniacs, attached to 
ihis library, the name of Franc6i8 Martin is singu- 
larly conspicuous. He was, from all accounts, and 
especially from the information of M. Hebert, one of 
the most raving of book-madmen : but he displayed, 
wiihal, a spirit of kindness and liberality- towards his 
favourite establishment at Caen, which could not be 
easily shaken or subdued. He was also a man of let- 
tersj and evinced that most commendable of all literary 
propensities — a love of the Literature op ras Coun- 
try. He amassed a very large collection of books, 
which was cruelly pillaged during the Revolution ; but 
the public library became possessed of a great number 
of them. In those volumes, formerly belonging to 
himy which are now seen, is the following printed in- 
scription: Franeuetu Martin, Doctor Tkeologtu 
Parisiemis, comparavit. Oretur pro eo.** He was 
head of the convent of Cordeliers, and Prefect of the 
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Province : but his mode of collecting was not always 
that which a public magistrate wpuld call l^UimaUu 
He sought books every where; and whan he could not 
huy them, or obtain them by fair means, he would steal 
them, and carry them home in the sleeves of his gown 1 
He fburished about a century ago ; and* with yf&cj few 
exceptions, all the best condifioQed books m the library 
belonged to this magisterial book-robber. Among 
them I noted down with singular satis&ction the Aldine 
edition of Stephamu de UrHbuif ISM, foHo— in its 
old vellum binding : seemly to the eye, and comfort- 
able to the touch. Nor did his copy of the Meperio- 
rium SiaUUorum Ordum Cartusienns, printed by 
Amerbaehf at Bant, in a glorious gothic character^ 
1510, folio, escape my especial notice — also the same 
Bibliomaniac's beautiful copy .of the Ments Herbal, of 
14H hi 44o. 

But the obliquities of Bf artin assume a less question- 
able aspecti when we contemplate a noble work, which 
he not only projected, but lef); behind ready for publi- 
cation* It is thus entitled t Athena Nanmumorum 
veteres ac recetiies, seu syllabus Auctorum qui oriundi 
i Normannia, ^c. It consists of one volume, in MB,, 
having the authority of goyemmen^ to publish it, pr^ 
fixed. There is a short Lalan pre&ce, by Martin, 
followed by two pages of Latin verses beginning thus : 

In Auctonm Nomumnieomm SyUabmn. 

Prolusio metrica. 
Eh SyUahus prodit paldm 
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Contexius arte sedula 
Ex liiteratce Neustria 
Audoribua eelebrUm, 

Among tlie ftien, iSbe memories of whom throw a 
lustre upon Caen,* was the famous Samuel Bochart ; 
at once a botanist, a scholar, and a critic of distin- 
guished celebrity* He was a native of Rouen« and his 
books (many of them replete with vahiable ms. notes) 
arc among the chief treasures of the public library, 
here. Indeed there is a distinct catalogue of theni| 
and the funds left by their illustrious owner form the 
principal support of the library establishment. Bo- 
chart's portrait, with those of many other benefactors 
to the library, adorns the walls ; suspended above the 
books: affording a very agreeable coup-d*oeiL Indeed 
the principal division of the library, the further end of 
which commands a pleasant prospect, is worthy of an 
establishment belonging to the capital of an empire. 
The kindness of M. Hubert, and of his assistant ren- 
dered my frequent sojournings therein yet more delec- 
table* The portrait of his uncle, M. Moysant, is 
among the omamaits of the chief room. Though 
Moysant was large of stature, his lungs were feeble, 

• Goiibe, in hii <Ai Dwfki dgNammiie, 1815, 8vo. 
has devoted upwank of thirty pages to an emuneration of these 
worthies ; voL UL p. 295. Bat la Hue0s Origines de h FUh de 
Caen ; p. 491-662, there will he fraud much more copious and 
satisfactory details. 
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and his constitution was delicate. At the age of 
nineteen, he was appointed professor of grammar and 
rhetoiic in the college of Lisieux. He then went 
to Paris, and studied under Beau and Batteux ; when, 
applying himself more particularly to the profession of 
physic, he returned to Caen, in his thirtieth year, and 
put on die cap of Doctor of medicine ; but he vanted 
either nerves or stamina for the successful exercise of 
his profession. He had cured a patient, after painM 
and laborious attention, of a yery serious iDness ; but his 
patient chose to take liberties too soon with his conva- 
lescent state. He was imprudent: had a relapse; and 
was hurried to his grave. Moysant took it seriously 
to heart, tiad gave up his business in precipitancy and 
. disgust* In fact, he was of too sanguuie and fanritable 
a temperament for the display of that cool, cautious, 
and patient conduct, which it behoveth all young phy- 
sidans to adopt, ere they can possibly hope to attain 
the honours or the wealth of the Halfords and Matons 
of the day ! Our Moysant returned to the study of his 
beloved belles-lettres. At that moment, luckily, the 
Society of the Jesuits was suppressed ; and he was 
called by the King, in 1763, to fill the chair of Rhe- 
toric in one of the finest establishments of that body 
at Caen. He afterwards successively became perpe- 
tual Secretary of the Academy of Sciences, and Vice- 
President of the Society of Agriculture. He was next 
dubbed by the University, Dean of the &culty of arte, 
and was selected to pronounce the public oration upon 
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the marriage of the unfortunate Louis XVI. with 
Marie Antoinette. He was now a marked and distun- 
guished public character. The ntuation of Public 
Librarian was only wanting to render his reputation 
complete, and that he instantly obtained upon the death 
of his predecessor. With these occupations, he united 
that of instructing the English (who were always in the 
habit of visiting Caen,) in the French language ; and 
he obtained, in return, from some of his adult pupils, a 
pretty good notion of the laws and liberties of Old 
England. 

The Revolution now came on : when^ like many of 
his respectable brethrai, he hailed it at first as the 
harbinger of national reformation and prosperity. But 
he had soon reason to find that he had been deceived. 
However, in the fervour of the moment, and upon the 
suppresMon of ihe monastic and other public libraries, 
he received a very wide and unqualified commission to 
search all the libraries in the department of Calvctdos, 
and to bring home to Caen ail the treasures he might 
discover. He set forth upon this missbn with truly 
public spirited ideas : resolving (says his nephew) to 
do for Normandy what Dugdale and Dodsworth had 
done for England — and a MonatUeum Netutriaeum 
was the commendable oliject of his ambition. He pro- 
mised much, and perhaps did more than he promised. 
His curious collection (exclusively of tiie cart-loads of 
books which were sent to Caen) was shewn to his 
countrymen ; but the guillotine was now the order of 
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die day — ^when Moysant resolTed to visit England, 

and submit to the English nobility the plan of his 
imxkf as that nation idways attached in^crtanoe to the 
preiemtion of tibe monmneiitSy or literary materialsy of 
the middle ages." — He knew (continues the nephew) 
how proud the EngUsh were of their descent from the 
Norman nobles, and it was only to put them in posses- 
sion of the means of preserving the unquestionable 
proofs of their origin. Moysant accordingly came over 
with his wikf and they were both quickly dedared 
emigrants; their return was interdicted; and our 
bibliomaniac learnt, with heart-rending regret, that 
they had resolved upon the sale of the national pro- 
perty in France. He was therefore to live by his wits; 
having sphritedly declined all isffet of asostance firom 
the English government. In this dilemma he pub- 
lished a work entitled BibUath^que des Ecrivains 
Frmpaiif ou ekauc det meiiiettn moreeaux m prate et 
en pere^ emtraUe de leura ouwages,'' — a collodion, 
which was formed with judgment, and which was at- 
tended with complete success. The first edition was 
in four octavo vdhimes» in 1800 ; the second, in six 
volumes 1803 ; a thurd edition, I think, followed, with 
a pocket dictionary of the English and French lann 
guages. It was during his stay amongst us that he 
was deservedly admitted a member of the Society of 
Antiquaries; but he returned to France in 1802, 
before the appearance of the second edition of his 
BHUiaiki^f when, hawk-like^ soariiig or sailing in 
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suspense between the book-atmospheres of Paris and 

Caen, he settled within the latter place — and again 
perched himself (at the united call of his townsBien} 
upon the chair destmed £or the Pubuc Libbariak ! 
It was to give order, method, and freedom of access, 
to the enormous mass of books^ which the dissolution 
of the monastic libraries had caused to be accmmilated 
at Caen, that Moysant and his colleagues now devoted 
themselves with an assiduity as heroic as it was unin- 
temuiting. But the health of our generalissimoi which 
had been impaired during his residence in EngUnd^ 
began to give way beneath such a pressure of fatigue 
and anxiety. Yet it pleased Providence to prolong 
his life till towards the close of the year 1813: when 
he had the satisfaction of viewing his folios, quartos, 
octavos, and duodecimos, arranged in regular succes- 
sion, and fair array ; when his work was honestly done ; 
and when future viritws had only to stretdi fi»rlih4hittr 
hands and gather the fruit which he had placed within 
their reach. His death (we are told)* was gentle, and 
tike unto sleep. Religion had consoled him in his 
hitter moments; and after having reposed upon its 
efficacy, he waited with perfect composure for the 
breathing of his last sigh! Let the name of Moysant 
be mentioned with the biMiomaniacal honours which 
are doubtless its due ! • . 

From Librarians, revert we to books : to the books 

* I am furnished with the above particidan from a NoHeeHk^ 
IsorifNt of Moysaat. 
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in the public library of Caen. The oldest printed 
volume contained in it, and which had been bound with 
a MS9 on the supposition of its being a manuscript 
also, is Numeister's impression of Aretinus de BeUo ad- 
versus GothoSy 1470, folio ; the first book from the 
press of the printer. I undeceived M. Hebert, who 
had supposed it to be a MS. The lettering is covered 
with horn, and the book is bound in boards ; " all 
proper." The oldest Latin Bible they possess, is of 
the date of 1485 ; but there is preserved one volume 
of Swe3mheym and Pannairtz's impression of De Lyra^s 
Commentary upon the Bible, of the date of 1471-2, 
which luckily contains the list of books printed by 
those printers in their memorable supplicatory letter to 
Pope Sixtus IV. The earliest Latin Classic appears 
to be the Juvenal of 1474, with the Commentary of 
Calderiami, printed at Rome ; unless a dateless impres- 
sion of Luc(tn, in the earliest type of Gering, witib the 
verses placed at a considerable distance from each 
other, claim chronological precedence. There is also 
a Valerius Maximus of 1475, by Csesaris and 8to], but 
without their names. It is a large copy, soiled at the 
beginning. Of the same date is Gering's impression of 
the Legenda Sanctorum ; and among the J(itXWXU^ I 
almost coveted a very elegant specimen of Jehan du 
Pris printing (with a device used by him never before 
seen by me,) of an edition of La Vie des Peres, 1494, 
folio, in its ori|^nal binding. I collected, from the 
written catalogue, that they had only fortt-fivb works 
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printed in the fifteenth century ; and of these, none 
were of first-rate quality. 

' Among the MSS.» I was much struck with the beau- 
tiful penmanship of a work, in three folio volumes, of 

the middle of the sixteenth century, entitled ; Diver- 
tissemens touchant le faict de la guerre, extraits des 
Umres de PcHybe, Frmiim, VegeeCf Cortuussumf Ma- 
ekiaveli ei autres hons emtheurs.^ It has no illumina- 
tions, but the scription is beautiful. A Breviary of 
the Church Service of IMeux^ o£ the fifteenth oen- 
tnry, has some pretty but common illuminations. It is 
not however free from injury. Of more intrinsic worth 
is a MS. entitled Du Costeniin, (a district not far from 
Caen,) with the following prefix in the hand-writing of 
.Moysant. " Ces m^moires sont de M. Toustaint de 
Billy, cure du Mesnil au-parc, qui avoit travaille toute 
sa vie a Fhistoire du Cotentin. Us sont rares et m'ont 
ete accordes par M. Jourdan, Notaire, auquel ils ap- 
partenoient. Le p. (Pere) le Long et Mons. Teriet de 
fontette ne les ont pas connu. Moysantz." It is a small 
folio, in a neat hand-writing. Another MS.^ or rather 
a compound of ms. and printed leaves, of yet conside- 
rably more importance, in 3 folio volumes, is entitled 
Le Moreri des Normans, par Joseph Andrie Guiat de 
Rouen : on the reverse of the title, we read, "SuppH" 
meni au Dietumnaire de Moreri pour ce qui coneeme 
la province de Normandie, et ses illustres." A short 
prefiice follows ; then an ode " aux Grands Hommes 
de Normandie.** It is executed in tiie manner of a 
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dictionary, running in alphabetical order. The first 
volume extends to the letter I, and is illustrated with 
«eraps irom newspapers, and a few portraits. It is 
written pretty fblly in double cokimns. The portrait 
and biography of Bouzard form an admirable specimen 
of biographical literary memoirs. The second volume 
goes to Z. The third yoltune is entitled ^^Les Irois 
Siicles palinodiques, ou Histoire Generale des PaUnods 
de Houen, Dieppe, ^c.^by the same hand^ with an 
equal quantity of matter. It is right that such labours 
should be notieed, for ^e sake of all future BLiss^like 
editors of provincial literature. There is another simi- 
lar work, in 2 folio ms. volumes^ relating to Coutance* 
Before we again touch upon printed beoks^ but of a 
later period, it may be right to inform you that the 
treasures of this Library suffered materially from the 
« commotions of the Calvinists. Those hot-headed in- 
terpreters of scripture destroyed every thing in the 
shape of ornament or elegance attached to book-covers ; 
and piles of volumes, however sacred, or unexception- 
able on the score of good morals, were consigned to 
the fbry of the flames. Of the remaining volumes 
which I saw, take the following very rapid sketch. Of 
H<nirs, or C/mrch Services, there is a prodigiously fine 
copy of an edition printed by VoHre, in 4to., upon 
paper, without date. It is in the original ornamented 
cover, or binding, with a forest of rough edges to the 
leaves— and doubtless the finest copy of the kind I ever 
saw. Compared with this, how inferior in every res- 



Digitized by Gc)cn;;Ic 



CAEN. 



pect is a cropt copy of Kerver's impression of a similar 
work, printed upon vellum ! This Jatter is indeed a 
Teiy indifferent book ; bat the xough usage it has met 
with Is the sole cause of sach inferiority. I was well 
pleased witli a fair, sound copy of the Speculum Stid' 
iana»f la 4to«5 bL letter^ in hexameter and pentameter 
verses, wilhoat date. Nor did I examine without inte» 
rest a rare little volume entitled " Les Origines de 
quelques Coutumes andemes^ et de phutieurs fa^onM de 
parler trhiaiei* Avee vn menx MamucrU en verSf 
itmehatd FOrigine dee CkevaUere Bamerets ; printed 
at Caen in 167^, l2mo. : a curious little work. They 
have a fine (royal) copy of Waiiode Fal^giot, with an 
excellent impresdon of the bead ; and a krge paper 
copy of StepherCs Greek Glossary ; in old vellum 
binding, with a great number of ms. notes by Bochart. 
Also a fine large paper Pkotiui of 1654^ fi>lio. But 
among their larob fapbrs, few Tolumes tower with 
greater magnificence than do the three folios of La 
SakUe Bible, printed by the Elzevirs at Amsterdam, 
in 1669. They are absolutely fine creatures ; of the 
stateliest dimensions and most attractive forms. They 
also pretend that their large paper copy of the first 
edition of Huefe PrapanUio EwmgeUcOf in folio^ is 
unique. Probably it is, as the author presented it to 
the Library himself. The Basil Eustathius of 1559, 
in 3 volumes felio, is as glorious a copy as is Mr. Gren- 
vOle's of the Roman edition of 154£«* It is m its pris- 

* [A copy of this Roman Edition of 1542^ of equal purity and 
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tine membranaceous attire — the vellum lapping over 
the fore-edges, in tlie manner of Mr. Heber's copy of 
the first Aldine Arbtotle,— most comfortable to be- 
hold ! There is a fine large paper copy of MmUaigne^s 
Essay 8 f 1635, folio, containing two titles and a portrait 
of the author. It is bound in red morocco, and con- 
sidered by M. Hebert a most rare and desirable book. 
Indeed I was told that one Collector in particular was 
exceedingly anxious to obtain it. I saw a fine copy of 
the folio edition of Mansard, printed in 1584^ which is 
considered rare. There is also a copy of the well 
known Liber Nanceidosj from Bochart's library, with 
a few ms. notes by Bochart himself. Here I saw, for 
the first time, a French metrical version of the works 
of Virgil, by Robert and Anthony CheeaUers d^Ag- 
neaux freres, de Vire, en Normandie ; published at 
Paris in 158^» in elegant italic type ; considered rare. 
The same translators published a version of Horace ; 
but it is not here. You may remember that I made 
mention of a certain work (in one of my late letters) 
called Les Vaudevires dOUmer BasteUn, Thej pre- 
serve here a very choice copy of it, in 4to., large paper ; 
and of which size only ten copies are said to be in exis- 
tence. The entire title is Les Vaudevires Poesies du 
xvme, tUclCf par OUvier BasseUn^ avee m Diseours 
sur sa Vie ei dee Notes pour VexpUeaiion de quelques 
anciens Mate : Vire, 1811." 8vo. There are copies 

amplitude, is in the library of the Rev. Mr Hawtrey of Eton 
College : obtfuned of Messrs. Payne and Fuss.] 
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upon pink paper, of which this is one — and which was 
in hct presented to the Library by the Editors. Pre- 
fixed to it, 18 an indifferent drawing, in india ink, re- 
presenting the old castle of Vire, now nearly demo- 
lished, with Basselin seated at a table along with three 
of his boosing companionsy channting bis verses 4 
pleine gorge.^ Thb Bassefin appears in short to havo 
been the French Drunken Barnaby of his day. 

" What ! (say you :) not one single specimen from 
tbe library of your fitvottrite Dianb de Poictibbs ? 
Can this be possible V — No more of interrogatory, I 
beseech you: but listen attentively and gratefully to 
the inteliigence which you are about to receive — and 
fimcy not, if you have any respect for my taste, that I 
have forgotten my favourite Diane de Poictiers. On 
looking sharply about you, within this library, there 
will be found a magnificent copy of the Commeniarie* 
qf ChrysatUm upon the BpUUes of St Ptml, printed 
by Stephanus et Fr aires a Sabio^ at Verona, in 1529, in 
three folio volumes. It is by much and by far the finest 
Greek work wfaidi I ever saw from the SabU Press.* 
No wonder Colbert jumped with avidity to obtain such 
a copy of it : for, bating that it is un peu rogne,^' the 
ecmdition and colour are quite enchanting. And then 

* [When I w«s at Fuis m the year 1819, I stroTe hard to 
obtain firom Messrs. Debvre tiie copy of tbis work, upon vsl- 
liim, wlueh they bad purduued at the sale of the MacarChy Li- 
brary. But it was destbiedlbr the Royal Library, and is described 
ia the Col. Lhfet Imp. stir vol. i p. 263.] 

VOL. I. P 
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for the bmding! — which either Colbert, or his libra- 
rian Baluze, had the good sense and good taste to 
leave uutaueheeL The firit and secoiid ▼(diuniet are in 
veddlah cal( with the royal arms in iSbe centre, and the 
half moon (in tarnished silver) beneath : the arabesque 
ornaments, or surrounding border is in gilt. The 
edgea are giU» stamped ; flush with the fore edges of 
the binding. In l^e centre of the fides of the Innding, 
is a large H, with a fleur de lis at top : the top and 
bottom borders presenting ihe usual D and H, united, 
of which you may take a peep in the BUdiogriyMsal 
Decameron. The third volume is in dark blue leather, 
with the same side ornaments ; and the title of the 
work, as with the preceding Yotamea, is lettered in 
Greek capitals. The H and crown, and monogram, 
as before; but the edges of the leaves are, in this 
volume, stamped at bottom and top with an H, sur* 
mounted by a crown. The sides of the binding are 
also fuller and richer than in the preceding volumes* 
This magnificent copy was given to the Library by P. . 
Le Jeune* It is quite a treasure in its way. 

Anoliher specimen, if you please, from the library of 
our favourite Diana. It is rather of a singular cha- 
racter: consisting of a French version of that once 
extremely popular work (originally published in the 
Latin language) called the Cosmography of Sehtuiitm 
Mumter* The edition is of the date of 1556, in folio. 
This copy must have been as splendid as it is yet cu- 
rious. It contains two portraits of Henry the Second 
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four of Ilolofernes (" Olofarne**) on each side of the 
biacUiig. lo the centre of the sides we recoguiae the 
hioar omameiilt of Diane de Poiotien;. batten 1^ 
back, are five portraits of lier, in gilt, each within the 
bauds — and, like all the other ornaments, much rubbed. 
Two of these five heads ate fiiciqg a different bead of 
Henry. There are also on the ndes two pretty loedal* 
lions of a winged figure blowing a trumpet, and stand- 
ing upon a chariot drawn by foiir hories : there aie 
als<^ amaU fieur de lb scattered between the omamaits 
of the sides of Ihe binding. The date the nedallieti 
seems to be 1553. The copy is cruelly cropt, and tlie 
volume is suflbaentiy badly pdnnted; whicih makes- )| 
ihe more surprising that sueh pains should have been 
taken with its bibliopegistic embellishments. Upon 
t)ie whole, this copy, ibx the sak^ of its ornamentSy is 

vehemently desirable. ' 
And now, my dear friend, you must make your bow 

with me to M. Hebert, and bid farewell to the public 
MBRAEY at Caen. Indeed I am fuUy disposed to iMd 
fiorewett to every thing else in the. same town : not 
however without being conscious that very much, both 
of what I have, and of what I have not, seen, merits a 
detail well oaleulated to please tiiieinteUeetual appetites 
of travdlers. What I ham seen, has been indeed 
but summarily, and even superficially, described ; but 
I have done my best; and was fearful of exciting ennui 
by a looie pifiih-registeihiike deieription. 
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For the service performed in places of public wor* 
ship, I can add nothing to my Rouen details — except 
that three is heie an agreeable Photestaiit Cbub€H« 
of which M. Martin Rollin, is the Fsstor. He has 
just published a ** MSmoire Historique sur tEtat Ec-^ 
eUmoitique det PraUUant Franfoii depiUs FranfaU 
ler jusqi^d Lomi XVIII/* in a pamphlet of some 
fourscore pages. The task was equally delicate and 
difficult of execution ; but having read it, 1 am firee to 
oolifess that M. Rollin has done his work Tery neally 
and very cleverly. I went in company with Bfrs. and 
Miss I ♦ ♦ ♦ to hear the author preach ; for he is a 
young man (about thirty) who draws his congregation 
as much from his talents as a preacher^ as from his 
moral worth as an individual* It was on the occa* 
sion of several young ladies and gentlemen taking 
the sacrament for the first time. The church is 
strictly, I believe, according to the Geneva persua- 
sion ; but there was something so comfortable, and 
to me 80 cheering, in the avowed doctrine of Pro« 
testantism, lihat I accompanied my friends with ala- 
crity to the spot. Many English were present; for 
M. Rollin is deservedly a favourite with our coun- 
trymen. The church, however, was scarcely half 
filled. The interior is the most awkwardly adapted 
imaginable to the purposes either of reading or of 
preaching : for it consists of two aisles at right angles 
with each other. The desk and pulpit are fiaced in 
the receding angle of dieur junctiimi so that the voice 
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flies fordi to the right and left immediately as it escapes 
the preacher. After a very long, and a very tediously 
sii^g psalm^ M. BoUia oommeiiced his discoune* 
is an eztemponmeona preacher. His Toioe is sweet 
and clear, rather than sonorous and impressive ; and 
he is perhaps, occasionally, too metaphorical in his 
oomposition. F«r the first time I heard the words 
**OhIHeur pronounced with great eflfeet; hut the 
sermon was made up of better things than mere excla« 
mations. M. RoUin was frequently ingenious, logical, 
and convincinig ; and liis address to the young commu- 
nicants, towards the close of his discourse, was impres- 
sive and efficient. The young people were deeply 
touched by his powerful appeal, and I believe eadi 
countenance was sufiused with tears. He guarded 
them against the dangers and temptations of that 
world upon which they were about to enter, by setting 
before them the consolations of the religion which they 
had professed, in a manner which indicated that he 
had really their interests and happiness at heart. 

A word only about Courts of Justice. A smack 
of the whip" will tingle in my ears through life;* and 

* [Tweaty-eight yean have passed away shice I kept my tenns 
at Lincoln's Ina with a ikm d bebg called to ram bar ; and at 
Hds moment I bare a perfect recoUection of the conntenanoes and 
maanor of Messrs. Bearcrofi^ Ersldne, and Bfingay,— ^the pitted 
champions of the Kjng's Bendi-Hndiom I was hi the repeated 
habit of attending witbfai that basding and ever agitated arena. 
Their wit, thdr repartee— the broad bnmour of Mhigay» and the 
lightnmg-Uke quickneis of Ersldne, with the more eanstlc and 



Digitized by Google 



218 



CAEN. 



I shall always attend " Nisi Prius** exhibitions with 
mbre than ordinary ooriodljr. Istvefled onettionnttg 
to iStie Place de JtuU^e^^'MA it iidD «itukled» Id an 
airy and respectable neighbourhood. I saw two or 
three barristers, en pleine costume, pretty nearly in the 
fingfish liuihlon, tralking qnickfy to luid fro witii their 
clients, hi the dpien ahr befbsre the ball ; and «oiild tiot 
help contrastmg the quick eye and unconcerned ex- 
pression of coontenanee of die fortner, with the simple 
look and yet earnest action of 'the latter. I entered 
the Hall, and, to my astonishment, heard only a loW 
muttering sound. Scarcely fifteen people were present. 
I appMiched the bench i «nd what, thiidc yon;- were 
Hie inteDeetaal objects tipon whicb my 'eye ahghtedt 
Three Judges . . all fast asleep ! Five barristers, two 
of whom were nodding : one was literally addressing 
Ifo fondb • • • i^d the remaining two were talking to 
iheir'cli^nis in the most unconcerned manner imagi- 
nable. The entire effect, on my mind, was ridiculous 

aoOoritttiv^ disti ofBes ieroft d a%htsd and iniinietea ofe by 

tanis. In the year 1797 1 piib]ifllied» in one luge oliai!t,.'aD Aik^ 
fytit 1^ thejini volume iff ^oe^tMe's Commeniariet—^iBSMi Tax 
Rights op PaasoNs. It was dedicated to Mr* (afterwards Lord) 
Erskine; and published, as will be easily ooiioeived,'witk move 
seal than discretion. I got out of the scrape by selSag the oop^ 
per phte for 50 shilliogs, after having given 40 gniaeas fi)r the 
engraving of the Analysis. Some fifty-copies of the worlc were 
sold, and S50 were atruck off. Where the surplns havelain, and 
rotted, I cannot pretend to conjectures batllfiiiowit'tolieaTBair 
luiui. production 0 
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in the extreme. Far be it from me, however, to desig- 
nate the foregoing as a generally true picture of the 
administration of Justice at Caen. I am induced to 
hope and believe that a place, so long celebrated for 
the study of the law, yet continues occasionally to ex- 
hibit proofs of that logic and eloquence for which it 
has been renowned of old. I am willing to conclude 
that all the judges are not alike somniferous ; and that 
if the acuteness of our Giffords, and the rhetoric of 
our DenmanSj sometimes instruct and enliven the au* 
dience, there will be found Judges to argue like Qms 
and to decide like Scott.* Farewell. 

* [So in the preceding Edition* He who writes notes on his 
own p^rfonnances after a lapse of ten years^ will generally have 
something to add> and something to correct. Of the above names, 
the nasT was afterwards attached to the MaHer rfihe RoUt, and 
to a Peerage : with the intervemng honour of having bten Chitf 
JutlHiee if the Cummon Plea$, My admiration of this rapid elewU 
lion in an hononrable prolMon will not be called singular for, 
after an acqnaintsnce of twenty years with Lord Gifford, I can 
honestly say, that, while hb reputation as a Lawyer, and his ad- 
vancement in his profession, were^ only what his Mends predicted, 
his character as a Mix continued the same kind hearted, nn» 
affected, gentle, and generous. He died» 'ere he had attained his 
48th year, in 1926,'} 
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LETTER XIV. 

BAYEUX. CATHEDRAL. ORDINATION OF PRIESTS AND 
DEACONS* C&Yf T OF THE CATHEDRAL* 

Baj^ew, Majf 16« 1818. 

Two of the most gratifying days of my Tour have 
been spent at this place. The Cathedral (one of the 
most ancient religious places of worship in Noimandy)* 
has been paced with a reverential step, and surveyed 
with a careful eye. That which scarcely warmed the 
blood of Ducarel has made my heart beat with an 
increased action; and akhough tbis town be even 
dreary, as well as thinly peopled, there is that about it 
which^ from associations of ideas, can never fail to 
aflford a lively interest to a British antiquary. 

The Diligence brought me here from Caen in about 
two hours and a half. The country, during the whole 
route, is open, well cultivated, occasionally gently un- 

* [Mods. Licquet supposes the crypt and the arcades of th« 
nare to be of the latter end of the eleventh century,— 4>iiito by 
Odo, Bishop of Bayeux, and Brother of William the Conqueror ; 
and that the other portions were of the ti¥elfth, thirteenth^ and 
fourteenth centuries. I have very great doubts indeed of anypor* 
tion being of a date eteii le early as 1 170.] 
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dukting, but generally denuded of trees. Many 
pretty little churches, with delicate spiresy peeped out 
to the right and left during the journey ; but the first 
view of the Cathedral of Bayeux put all the others 
.out of my recollection. I was conveyed to the H6iel 
de laueembourgf the best inn in the town, and for a 
wonder rather pleasantly situated. Mine hostess is a 
smarty lively, and shrewd woman ; perfectly mbtress of 
the art and craft of innkeeping, and seems to have never 
known sorrow or disappointment Knowing that Mr. 
Stothard, Jun. had, the preceding year, been occupied 
in making a fac-simile of the ** famous tapestry" for our 
Society of Antiquaries, I enquired if mine hostess had 
been aequmnted with that gentleman: *' Monsieur,** 
" je le connois bien ; c'est un brave homme : 11 de- 
meura tout pr^: aussi travaiUa-t-il comme quatre 
^lablesT I win not ^Usguise that this eulogy of our 
anuable countryman* pleased me ** right well" — ^though 
I was pretty sure that such language was the current 
(and to me somewhat eoarte) coin of oomphment upon 
an oocanons : and Instead of '*vln ordinaire** I ordered, 
rather in a gay and triumphant manner, " une bouteille 

* [Another demonBtnttoa of the Jiekleness and cfaangeableaeas 
of lE narnkdaiie affidrs. Mr. Stothaid, after a aucceiaftd execa* 
Ikm of lu8 great task, has ceased to be among as. Hk widow 
pobliilied ids hh, with en aeeoont ^ his labours, in a quarto vo* 
lane in 1823. Mr. Stothard's MmmmmUul Epgiet, now on the 
eve of eompMon, Is a woric which will carry his name down to 
i3b» latest posterity, as one of the most interestiiig, tasteAd^ and 
icciirite of an^iuvbn prodactions. See a subsequent note.} 
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du vin tie Beaune" — '*Ah! 9a," (replied the lively 
landladji) " vous le trouverez excellent, Monsieur, il 
n'y a pas du Tin eomme le rin de Beaune.*' Bespeak* 
ing my dinner, I stroHed towards the catbedral. 

There is, in fact, no proper approach to this inter- 
esting edifice. The western end is suffocated with 
kouses. Here'^tands the post-office; and with the 
most unsuspecting frankness, on the part of the owner, 
I had permission to examine, with my own hands, 
wiAin doors, every letter — ^nnder the expectation that 
there were some for myself. Ndr was I disappointed. 
But you must come with me to the cathedral : and of 
course we must enter together at the western front. 
There are five pordcos: the cettteal one h^^g rather 
lai^, and the two, on ^ther side, oonparatiyely smsft. 
Formerly, these were covered with sculptured figures 
and ornaments; but the Calvinists in the sixte^th, 
and the Aevolationists in the eSghteenth century, have 
eontrived'to render their present aspect nmtikited and 
repulsive in the extreme. On entering, I was struck 
with the two large transverse Notnan arches which 
bestride ihe area, or square, fiir the bases of the two 
towers. It is the boldest and finest piece of masonry 
in the whole building. The interior disappointed mq. 
It is plain, solid, and divested of ornament. A very 
large wooden crudfiic is placed over the screen of the 
choir, which has an effect — of its kind : but the monu- 
ments, and mural ornaments, scarcely deserve men- 
tion. The richly ornamented ardies, op each side af 
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the nave, springing from mwisiye single piflars, have 
rather an imposing effect : above them are Grothic 
omaments of a later period, but too thi^y and inju* 
didonsly applied. Let ne now snppoee tiiat the dm- 
ner is over, and the " vin de Beaiine" approved of — 
and that on a second visit, immediately afterwards, 
there is both time and indinatum for a teisuxely snnrey* 
On looking up, upon entering, within the side aisle to 
the left, you observe, with infinite regret, a dark and 
filthy green tint indicative of premature decay— arising 
from the lead (of that part of the roo^) having been 
stript for the purpose of making bullets during the 
Revolution. The extreme length of the interior is 
jabout £nglish ieet, by 76 high, and the tame 
number of feet in width. The transepts are about VtS 
feet long, by 36 wide. The western towers, to the 
very top of the spires, are about 250 English feet in 
Mght. 

One of the most cnrious objects in the Gathedndy is 

the CRYFT j of which, singularly enough, all knowledge 
had been long lost till the year 1412. The circum** 
stance of its discovery is told in the following- insorip* 

tion, cut in the Gothic letter, upon a brass plate, and 
placed just above the southern entrance : 

En km mil quatre eens ei dmme ' 

Tiers iour cTAuril que j^luye arrouse 
Les biens de la terre^ ktjoumee 
Que Id P^ques/ut eelebrw 
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Noble homme et Reverend Pere 

Jehan de Boisseyy de la Mere 

Eglise de Bayeux Pasteur 

RemU fame a son Creaiew 

Ei hre enfoUeamt la place 

Devant la grand Autel de grace 

Trova fen la baese Chapelle 

Dant U iCaeoU ete noueeUe 

Ou il est mis en sepulture 

Dieu ueuiUe avoir son ame en cure. Amen. 

It was my good fortane to visit this crypt at a very 

particular juncture. The day after my arrival at 
Bayeuzy there was a grand OrdinaUon. Before I had 
quitted my bed, I heard the mellow and measmced 
notes of human yoices ; and starting up^ I saw an al- 
most interminable procession of priests^ deacons, &c«| 
walking singly behind each other^ in two lines, leaving 
• eonsidenible space between them. They walked 
bareheaded, chanting, with a book in their hands ; and 
bent their course towards the cathedral. I dressed 
quiddy; and, dispatdiing my bieakfiwt with equal 
promptitude, pursued die same route. On entering 
the western doors, thrown wide open, I shall never 
forget the effect produced by the crimson and blue 
draperies of the Norman women : — a great number of 
whom were clustered, in groups, upon the top of the 
screen, about the huge wooden crucifix ; — witnessing 
the oflElce of ordination gcmig on belowi in the^ chour. 
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They seemed to be suspended in the air ; and consi- 
dering the piece of sculpture around which they ap* 
peaied to gather tfaenuelyetr- with the elevatiKm of the 
icreen itself— it was a eombination of objects upon 
which the pencil might have been exercised with tlie 
happiest posnble Tesok. An ordination in a foreign 
country, and especially one upon snch an apparently 
extensive scale, was, to a professional man, not to be 
slighted ; and accordingly I determined upon making 
the most of the spectacle before me. Looking acci- 
dentally down my fayourite crypt, I observed that some 
religious ceremony was going on there. The northern 
gratCf or entrance, being open« I descended a flight of 
steps, and quickly became an inmate of this sublerra* 
neous abode. The first olject that struck me was, 
the warm glow of day light which darted upon the 
broad pink cross of the surplice of an officiating priest ; 
a candle was burning upon the altar, on each side of 
him : another priest, in a black vesture, officiated as 
an assistant ; and each, in turn, knelt, and bowed, and 
prayed • . to the admiration of some fow half doien 
casual yet attentive visitors — ^while the foil sonorous 
chant, from the voices of upwards of one hundred and 
fifty priests and deacons, from the choir above, gave a 
peculiar sort of solemnity to die mysterious gloom 
below. 

I now ascended J and by the help of a chair, took a 
peep at the ceremony through the interoolumniationB 
of the choir : my diffidence, or rather apprehenskm of 
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leftual; kaiFio^ witbheld ine from stming to gain ad- 
mittance within the body* But my situation was a 
■ingularly good one: oppoeil^ the altar. I lookedf 
and beheld thia mi clerical congregation at tiaMB 
kneeling, or standing, or sitting : partially, or wholly : 
while the swell of their voices, accompftuied by the fuU 
IntonatMHis of the organ^ and the more penetrating 
notes of the serpent, seemed to 1»eathe more dian 
earthly solemnity around. The ceremony had now 
continued full two hours ; when, in the midst of the 
most unpressive pari of it» and while the yoifng eandi-* 
dates for ordination were prostrate before the high 
altar (the diapason stop of the organ« as at Dieppe,* 
lending forth the softest notes) the Tenerable Bishop 
plaoed'tfae glittering mitre (apparently covered irith gold 
gauze) upon his head, and with a large gilt crosier in 
his right hand, descended, with a measured and ma- 
jestic step^ from tlie floor at the altar, and proceeded 
to the execution of the more myst^nous part of Idfl 
offiice. The candidates, with closed eyes, and out- 
stretched handsi wese touched with the holy, oi^— and 
thus became conseerated. On rising, eadi received a 
small piece of bread between the thumb and forefinger, 
and the middle and third fingers ; their hands being 
pressed togethec^r-and, still with dosed eyesi they re* 
tired behind the high altar, where an offidaling priM 
made use of the bread to rub off the holy oiL The 
Bishop is an elderly man^ about three score and ten ; 

• See page 12, ante. 
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he has the usual sallow tint of his countrymen, but his 
egre, somewhat sunk or xetiredy beneath black and 
€/9^uaiffBg eyebfowsy is sharp and expressive. His 
whole mien has the indication of a well-bred and well- 
educated gentleman. When he descended with his 
&U robes, crosier, and nutie, from the hi|^ altar, me« 
^ught I saw some of the venerable fimns of onr 
Wykehams and Waynefletes of old^^ommanding 
tiie respect^ and receiving the homage, of a grateful 
eongsegalton ! Aft the very moment my mind was 
deeply occupied by the effects produced from this 
magnificent spectacle, I strolled into Our Lady's Chct* 
pel, behind the chok, and beheld a sight which con- 
verted seriousnessinto surprise— bordering upon mirdu 
Above the altar of this remotely situated chapel, stands 
the IMAGE OF THE ViRGiN with the infant Jesus in her 
arms. This is the usual chief mrnamenle of Our Lady's 
Chapel. But what drapery ibr the mother of the 
sacred child ! — stiff, starchy rectangularly-folded, white 
nnislin, stuck about with diverse artificial flowers— Jike 
unto a shew figure in Brook Ghreen Fair! This ridi- 
culous and most disgusting costume began more parti- 
cularly at Caudebec. Why is it persevered in? Why. 
is it endured ? The French have a quick sensibiUty, 
and a liyely apprehension of what is beaudful and 
briUiant in the arts of sculpture and painting . . . but 
the terms ''joli," " gentil,'* and ''propre," are made use 
of, like charity, to cover a multitude of sins" • . or 
aberrations from true taste. I scarcely stopped a ml- 
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nute in this chapel, hut proceeded to a side one, to the 
right, which yet affords proof of its pristine splendour. 
It is covered with gold and colours. Two or three 
supplicants were kneeling before the crucifix, and ap- 
peared to be so absorbed in their devotions as to be 
insensible of every surrounding object. To theni» the 
particular saint (I have forgotten the name) to whom 
the little chapel was dedicated, seemed to be dearer 
and more interesting than the general voice of praise 
and thanksgiving" with which the choir of the cathe- 
dral resounded. Before we quit the place you must 
know that fourscore candidates were ordained : that 
there are sixty clergy attached to the cathedral;* and 
ihat upwards of four hundred thousand souls are under 
the spiritual cognisance of the Bishop of Baybuz, 
The treasures of the Cathedral were once excessive,* 
and the episcopal stipend proportionally large : but» 
of late yearsy tfamgs are sadly changed. The Calvi- 
nists, in the sixteenth century, began the work of havoc 
and destruction ; and the Revolutionists in the eigh- 
teenthy as usual, put the finish to these devastations. 
At present, from a very respectable source of informa* 
tion, I learn that the revenues of the Bishop scarcely 

* That was trnej when M. IHbdin wrote Us aoeoiint; now, 
the Dumber must be reduced one half/' Licqubt, vol. IL p. 12t.] 

t Cette ^glise. . ^It ssns contredit nne des plos ricbci de 
France en Tsses d'or, d'argent> et de pierreries 5 en reliques et en 
omemeiii. Le proc^Terbal qm avoit iti dreaU de tontes sea 
richesaea, en 1476, contient un d^l qid va presque ^ I'inlln!." 
Besi^a, Nki, Smumttire, p. 51.- 
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exceed 7001. per annum of our own money. I cannot 
take leave of the cathedral without commeiiduigy in 
strong tenns of admiralioii, llie lofty flying buttresses 
of the exterior of the nave. The perpendicular por- 
tions are crowned with a sculptured whole length 
figure^ firom which the send-arch takes its spring^ and 
are in much more elegant taste than any other part of 
the building, 

Hard by the cathedral stood formerly a magnificent 
BnscoPAL PALACB. Upon this palace the old writers 

dearly loved to expatiate. There is now however 
nothing but a good large comfortable family mansion ; 
sufficient for the purposes of siich hospitality and en- 
tertainment as the episcopal revenues will afford. I 
have not only seen, but visited, this episcopal residence. 
In other words, my friend Pierre-Aime Lair having 
promised to take his last adieu of me at Bayeux^ as he 
hadhusiness with the Bishop, I metiiim agreeably to 
appointment at the palace ; but his host, with a strong 
corps of visitors, having just sate down to dinner — ^it 
was only one o'clock—- I bade him adieu» with the hope 
of seeing the Bishop on the morrow — ^to whom he had 
indeed mentioned my name. Our farewell was un- 
doubtedly warm and «ncere. He had volunteered a 
thousand acts of kindness towards me without any pos- 
sible motive of self interest ; and as he lifted up his 
right hand, exclaiming " adieUj pour toujours I 
will not dissemble that I was sennbly aflfected by the 
touching manner in which it was utteced ••andPiBBBS 
- vol,. I. Q 
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Aim 6 Lair shall always claim from me the warmest 
wishes for his prosperity and happiness.* I hurried 
back through the court-yard — at the risk of loring a 
Umh from the ferodknu spring of a treinendoos (chamed) 
mastiff — and without returning the salute of the por- 
ter, shut the gate violently^ and departed* For five 
minutes, pacbg ihe south side of the cathedral, I was 
lost in a variety of painful sensations. How was I to 
see the Library ? — where could I ohtain a glimpse of 
the Tafsstby 4nd now, that Pierre Aime Lak was 
to be no more seen, (for he told me -be should quit the 
place on that same evening) who was to stand my 
friend, and smooth my access to the more curious and 
coveted objects of antiquity ? 

Thus absorbed in a vanety of contending refiecdons^ 
a tall figure, clad in a loose long great coat, in a very 
gracious manner approached and addressed me. " Your 

* [But oif B letter hu passed between tu since this separation. 
That letter, however, only served to cement the friendliness of 
our feelings towards each other. M. Pierre Aim^ Lair had heard 
of the manner in which his name had been introduced into these 
pages, and wished a copy of the work to be deposited in the 
pnbHc library at Caen. Whether it be so deposited, I have never 
learat. In 1827, this amiable man visited England $ and I saw 
him only during the time of an ordinary morning visit. His stay 
was necessarily short, and his residence was remote. I returned 
Ins vi^— but he was away. There are few things in Ufo more 
gratifying than the conviction of living in the grateful remem- 
biaace of the wise and the good; and that gratification it is 
doubtless my hapless to eijoy^as ihr as relates to Mons. 
Fnans Aims' LaikI] 



Digitized by Google 



BAYEUX. 831 

name. Sir, is D * ♦ ♦ ?" " At your service. Sir, that is 
my name.** " You were yesterday eveniiig at Mon- 
rieur Pluquet*8, purchasing books?** ''I was, 8k " 
'* It seems you are very fond of old books, and espe- 
cially of those in the French and Latin languages V* 
I am fond of old books generally ; but I now seek 
IBore particuIaTly diose in your language — and have 
been delighted with an illuminated, and apparently 
coeval, MS. of the poetry of your famous Olivibr 
Basseuh, which ..." You saw it, Sir, at Monsieur 
FIuquet*s. It belonged to a common fHend of us both. 
He thinks it worth ..." " He asks ten louis (Tor for 
it, and he shall have them with all my heart." Sir, 
I know he will nerer part with it even ifor that large 
snm." I smfled, as he pronounced the word " large.*' 
Do me the honour, Sir, of visiting my obscure dwel- 
lii^^ in the country^—a short league from hence. My 
abode is humble: in the midst of an orchard, which 
my father planted : but I possess a few books, some of 
them curious, and should like to read double the niun- 
ber I poueu*"* I thanked the stranger for his polite 
attention and gracious ofier, which I accepted readify 
. . " This evening. Sir, if you please." " With all my 
heart, this very evening. But tell me, Sir, how can I 
obtain a sight of the Chapteb Library, and of the 
fiimous Tapestry?** ''Speak softly, (resumed the 
unknown) for I am watched in this place. You shall 
see both — but must not say that Monsieur « • • • 
was your adviser or friend. For die present, &rewell. 
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I shall expect you in the evening." We took leave ; 
and I TetiiTn€d hastily to the inn^ to tell my adventures 
to my companion. 

There is something so charmingly mysterious in this 
little anecdote, that I would not for the world add a 
syllable of explanation. Leaying you, thereforcy in 
full possession of it^'to turn and twist it as you please, 
consider me as usual, Yours. 
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LETTER XV. 

VISIT NEAR ST. LOUP. M. PLUQUET, APOTHECARY AND 
BOOK-VENDER. VISIT TO THE BISHOP. THE CHAPTER 
LIBRARY. DESCRIPTION OF THE BATEUX TAPESTRY. 
TRADE AND MANUFACTURE. 

WeUs, my good friend ! the stranger has been 
visited : his library inspected : his services accepted : 

and his character partly unfolded. To this I must 
add, in the joy of my heart, (as indeed I mentioned 
slightly in my last) that bpth the Chapt^ Library 
and the famous Tapestry haVe been explored and 
examined in a manner, I trust, worthy of British cu- 
riosily. I hardly, know what sort of order to adopt in 
Ihis my second and last epistle from. Bayenx ; wjboeh 
will be semi-bibliomaniacal and semi-archsBological : 
and sit down, almost at random, to impart such, intelli- 
gence as my journal and my memory supply.' 

The last was almost a purely eedeskuUcaldkpatcli t 
as I generally first take off my cap to the towers and 
turrets of a cathedraL Now then for the stranger j 
* * for it would be cruel to prolong the agony of 
expectation. Mr. Lewis having occupied himself^ 
ahnost exclusively, with his pencil during the whole 
morning, I persuaded him to accompany me to St. 



Digitized by Google 



Sd4 BAY£UX. 



Loup. After dinoer we set out upon our expedition* 

It had rained in the interim, and every tree was charged 
with moisture as we passed them . . their blossoms ex- 
haling sweets of the moftt pungent fragrance. The 
road ran in a straight line from the west front of the 
cathedral, which, on turning round, as we saw it irra- 
diated by partial glimpses of sunshine^ between masses 
of dark clouds^ iassumed a very hnposing and vene- 
rable aspect I should tell you, hbwever, that the 
obliging Monsieur ♦ • ♦ • * came himself to the 
Hotel de Luxembourg, to conduct us to his humble 
abode : Ibr humble** it is in every sense of the word. 
About two-thirds of the way thither, we passe4 the 
little church o£JSt, Loup : a perfect Gothic toy of the 
xuth oentury-^-^with the prettiesti best-proportibhed 
tower diat can be imagined.* It has a few sBght chis- 
tered coltmms at €he four angles, but its height and 
breadth are truly pigmy. The stone is of a whitish 
grey. We did not enter ; and with difficulty could 
tiisce our irsy to examine tih^ «cterior through ihe high 
grass of the church yard, yet laid with the heavy rain. 
What a gem would the pencil of Blore make of this 
tiny, Imcienty itttereslmg edifice 1 At length we struck 
of^ dtWn a lane slippery <«nth moisture — ^when, Open- 
ing a large swinging gate — here (exclaimed our 
guide)— Uved and died my father, and here his son 
hopes to live and die also. Gentlenieiiy ycmder is iny 
hfemnitage.** 

* [Mr. Cotman has an excellent engraving of it.} 
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It was a retiieiBeiit of the most secluded Und : ab«o* 

lutely surrounded by trees, shrubs, hay-stacks, and 
corn-stacka — ^for Monsieiir ♦ ♦ • ♦ • hath a £uicy 
Son famung as well as fat xeadmg. The staiMase^ 
ihough constracted of good hard Norman stone, was 
much worn in the middle from the frequent tread of 
half a century. It was also fsUiguiiigly steeps but 
luckily it was short. We followed our guide to ihe 
left, where, pasring through one boudoir-like apart- 
ineii<^ strewn with books and papers, and hung with a 
parcel of mean ornaments called ^tc^arwy we entered 
a second — of which portions of the wainsooat were 
taken away, to shew the books which were deposited 
behind. Row after row, and pile upon pile, struck my 
wondering eye. Anon, a doset was opened— end 
there again they were stowed, ''tibick and tlireefeld.'* 
A few small busts, and fractiu'ed vases, were meant to 
grace a table in the oentre of the room* Ofthebooki^ 
it is but justice to say.ttiat reri^ had been saeiifieed 
to uiility. There were some excellent, choice, critical 
works; a good deal of Latin; some Greek, and a 
sprinkleof Hebrew— 4or Monsieur * * * * is both a 
general and a sound scholar. On pcnnting to Houbi^ 
ganfs Hebrew Bible, in four folio volumes, 1753, " do 
you think this copy dear at fourteen francs V* said he ! 
— *^ How, Sir,** (replied I, in an ezstacy of astonish- 
nent)-~yoa mean to say fourteen lauUV* ** Not at all, 
Sir. I purchased it at the price just mentioned, nor 
dol think it loo dear at that sum"— -resumed he, in the 
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most Hiunispectiiig manner. I then told him, as a sort 

of balsamic consolation, that a late friend (I alluded to 
poor Mr. Ormerod) rejoiced on giving £12. for a copy 
by no means auperior. " Ah, le bon Dieu !.••'* was 
his only obaenration thereupon. 

When about to return to the boudoir, through which 
we had entered, I observed with mingled surprise and 
pleasure, the four prettOy escecutied English prints, after 
the drawings of Ihe XHresent Lady Spencer, called '^^m 
Shoes" — " Nice Supper,' &c. Monsieur ♦ • ♦ ♦ ♦ 
was pleased at my stopping to survey them. Ce sont 
la, Monsieur (observed he), les dames qui me font tou- 
jours compagnie — ^nor can you conceive the very soft 
and gentlemanly mamier, accompanied by a voice sub- 
dued even to sadness of 4one, with which he made this, 
and almost every observation. I fbund, indeed,' from 
the whole tenor of his discourse, that he had a mind in 
no ordinary a state of cultivation : and on observing 
that a great portion of his library was theological, I 
asked him respectmg Ihe general subjects upon which 
he thought and wrote. He caught hold of my left 
arm, and stooping (for he is much taller than myself, 
• •• which he easfly may be> methinks I hear yon add . .) 
''Sir, said he, I am by profession a clergyman • . al- 
though now I am designated as an ex-Cure. I have 
hved through the Revolution • : and may have par- 
taken of some of its im^gulaxities, rather, I should hope 
than of its atrodties. In the general hue^d-cry fbr 
reform, I thought that our church was capable of very 
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great improyement; and I think so stilL The part I 
took vas influenced by consdentiouB motiyesi rather 
than by a blind and vehement love of reform ; • . but it 
has never been forgiven or forgotten. The established 
clergy of the place do not associate with me ; but I 
care not a farthing for that — since I have here (point- 
ing to his books) the very best society in the world. It 
was from the persuasion of the clergy having a con- 
stantly-fixed eye upon me, that I told you I was watched 
. • when walking near the prednets of the cathedral. 
I had been seeking you during the whole of the office 
of ordination." In reply to my question about his 
arcfusologicai researches, he said he was then occu- 
pied in writing a disquisition upon llie Bayeux Tc^pei^ 
try, in which he shoidd prove that the Abb^ de la 
Rue was wrong in considering it as a performance of 
the znth century. " He is your great antiquarian 
oracle"— observed I. He has an over-rated reputa- 
tion" — replied he — " and besides, he is too hypothe- 
ticaL" Monsieur ***** .promised to send me a 
copy of his dissertation, when printed ; and then let 
our friend N • • • be judge **in the matter of the 
Bayeux Tapestry." From the open windows of this 
hermitage, into which the branches absolutely thrusif 
tliemselvesy I essayed, but in vain, to survey the sur- 
rounding country ; and concluded a vint of nearly two 
' hours, in a manner the most gratifying imaginable to 
honest feeUngs. A melaDcholy, mysterious air, seemed 
yet, however, to mark this amiable stranger, which had 
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not been quite cleared up by the account he had given 
of himself. Be assured (said he« at parting) that I 
will see yoa again^ and that every facility sball be 
afforded you in the examination of the Bayeux Tapes* 
try. I have an uncle who is an efficient member of the 
corporation." 

On my way homeward firmn this ramble^ I called 
again upon M. Pluquet, an apothecary by profession, 
but a book lover and a book vender* iu his heart. The 
scene was rather singular. Below, was his PhanaO' 
eopeia ; above were his bed-xoom^and books ; with a 
broken antique or two, in the court-yard, and in the 
passage leading to it. My first visit had been hasty, 
and only as a whetter to the second. Yet I contrived 
to see firom a visitor, who was present^ Uie desirable 
MS. of the vulgar poetry of Olivier Basselin, of 
which I made mention to M. * * *. The same stran- 
ger was again present. We all quietly left the drugs 
below for drugs of a cUfiferent description above — books 
being called by the ancients, you know, the " Medi- 
cine OF THE Soul." We mounted into the bed-room. 
M. Pluquet now opened his biUiomaniacal battery 

^ He has nnoe established lumself at Puis, near theLuzem- 
hwkVf( palae^ as a MkiMri and it is scarcely three months 
sinoe I received a letter from him, in which he told me that he 
coold no Umger resist the move powerful impolses of his hearts 
and that the phials of physic were at length abandoned for the 
volmnes of Yerard and of Oonnnont. My friend, Mr. Dawson 
Turner, who.knew him at Bayeux, has purchased boohs of him 
at Paris. [Ilie pieoedinghilSSIO.] 
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upon «B. " Gentleinen you aee^ in this room, all the 
treasures in the world I possess : my wife — my child — 
my books — ^my antiquities. ''Yesi gentleinen» these 
aie my treasnres. I am enthunasticyeven to madnest^ 
in the respective pursuits into which the latter branch 
out ; but my means are slender — and my aversion to 
my burineM is just about in proportion to my fondneis 
ibr booi9. Examinei gendemen^ and try your for- 
tunes." 

I scarcely needed such a rhetorical incitement : but 
alas i the treasnreB of M. Pluquet were not of a nature 
quite to make one*8 fortune. I contrived, with great 
difficulty, to pick out something of a recherche kind ; 
and expended a napoleon upon some scarce little gram* 
matical tracts^ chiefly Ghreek, printed by Stephen at 
Paris, and by Hervagius at Basil : among the latter 
was the Bellum grammaticale of E. Hessus. M. Plu- 
quet wondered at my rejecting the folios, and sticking * 
80 closely to the duodecimos ; but had he shewn me a 
good Verard Romance or a Eustace Froissart, he 
would have found me as alert in running away with the 
one as the odielr^ I think he ia really the most enthu^ 
siastic book-lover I have ever teen : certainly as a 
Bibliopolist. We concluded a very animated conver- 
sation on all sides : and upon the whole^ this was one 
of the most variously and satis£EMStorily spent days of 
lay ** voyage bibHographique.** 

On the morrow, the mysterious and amiable M. 
* * * Was with me betimes. He said hehad brought 
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a battket ^ haois^ from his hemiitagei which he had 
left at a fHend*s house, and he entreated me to come 
and examine them. In the mean while, I had had not 
only, a peep at the Tapestry, but an introduction to 
the mayor, who is chief magistrate -for life: a yeiy 
Caesar in nnniature. He reoeiTed me atiffly, and ap- 
peared at first rather a priggish sort of a gentleman ; 
obserying that " my countrymaUj Mr* Stothard,* had 
been already there for six months, upon the same 
errand, and what could I want further?** A short 
reply served to convince him " that it would be no 
abuse of an extended indulgence if he would allow 
another English artist to make a jfoc-simile of a difie- 
vent description, firom a Teiy small portbn 6nly.*'f 

♦ Mr. Stothard, Jun. See page 221 ante. Mr. S's own account 
of the tapestry may be seen in the xixth volume of the Archaso- 
logia. It is brief, perspicuous, and satisfactory. His fMS-dmile 
is one half the size of tlie original} executed vdth great neatness . 
and fidelity ; but probably the touches are a IMe too artist-like 
or masterly. 

t [The facsimile of that portion of the tapestry which is sup- 
posed to be a portrait of Harold, and which Mr. Lewis, who tra^ 
veiled with me, executed, is perhaps of its kind, one of the most 
perfect things extant. In saying this, I only deUver the (^imons 
of very many competent judges. It must however be noticed, 
that the Society of Antiquaries published the whole series of this 
exceedingly curious and ancient Representation of the Conquest 
of our Country by in^Uiam 1. Of this publication, the figures 
measure about four inches inh^ht : but there is also a complete, 
and exceedingly successful fec-simile of Uie first two figures of 
this series— of the riie of the ori^nab (l/ViUmm I.' and the Mes* 
■eager conung to announce to him the landing of Harold in Bug- 
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I now called upon the Abbe Fetit, with a view to 
gain admission to the Chapter Library^ but he was 
£rom home— dining with the Bishop. In consequence^ 
I went to the palace, and wrote a note in pencil to the 
Bishop at the porter's lodge, mentioning the name of 
M. Lair, and the object of my visit The porter ob- 
served that they had just sat down to dmnei^but 
would I call at three ? It seemed an age to that hour ; 
but at length three o'clock came, and I was punctual 
to the minute. I was immediately admitted into the 
premises, and even die large mastiff seemed to know 
that I was not an unexpected visitor — for he neither 
growled, nor betrayed any symptoms of uneasiness. 
In my way to the audience chamber I saw the crosier 
and robes which die Bishop had worn the preceding 
day, at tlie ceremony of ordination, lying picturesquely 
upon the table. The audience chamber was rather 
degant, adorned with Grobeleins tapestry, quite fresh, 
and tolerably expressive : and while my eyes were fiis- 
tened upon tw o figures enacting the parts of an Arca- 
dian shepherd and shepherdess, a servant came in and 
announced the approach of Monssionbur TEvequb. 
I rose in a trice to meet him, between doubt and ap- 
prehension as to the result. The Bishop entered with 
a sort of body-guard \ being surrounded by six or 

land) also published from the same quarter. The whole of these 
Drawings were from the pencil of the late ingenious and justly 
lamented Thos. Stothard, Esq. Draftsman to the Society of 
Antiquarie8.j 
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seven canons who had heen dinmg with hhn« and who 

peeped at me over his shoulder in a very significant 
manner. The flush of good cheer was visible in their 
eountenanoes—but for their DioeeaaUf I must say diat 
he is even more interesting on a ^miliar view. He wore 
a close purple dress, buttoned down the middle from 
top to bottom.. A cross hung upon his breast. His 
eomitenance had lost nothing of its expression by the 
absence of the mitre, and he was gracious even to lo- 
quacity. I am willing to hope that I was equally pru- 
dent and brief in the spedfication of the olject I had 
in view. My request was as promptly as it was cour- 
teously granted. "You will excuse my attending you 
in person ; (said the Bishop) but I will instantly send 
for the Abbe F^tit, who is our librarian ; and who will 
have nothing to do but to wait upon you, and iaciKtate 
your researches." He then dispatched a messenger 
for the Abbe Fetit, who quickly arrived with two more 
trotting after him^-and enlivened by the jingling muric 
of the library keys, which were dangling from the 
Abbe*s fingers, I quickened my steps towards the Chap- 
ter Library. 

We were no sooner fiurly within the libraiy, than I 
requested my chief conductor to give me a brief out* 

line of its history. " Willingly" he replied. « This 
hbrary, the remains of a magnificent collection, of from 
90, to 4O9OOO volumes^ was originally placed in the 
Chapter4u>uBe, hard by. Look through the window 
to your left, and you will observe the ruins of that 
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buiMing. We have here about 5000 yolumes : but the 

original collection consisted of the united libraries of 
defunct, and even of living, clergymen — ^for, during the 
xevolution, the clergy, leaiduig both in town and coun- 
try, conyeyed their libraries to the Chapter-house, as a 
protection against private pillage. Well I in that 
same Chapter-house, the books, thus collected, were 
piled one upon another, in layers, £at upon the floo^— ' 
reaching absolutely to the cieUng . . . and for ten long 
years not a creature ventured to introduce a key into 
the library door. The windows also were zi^dly kept 
shut. At length die Revolutionists wanted lead for 
musket balls, and Ihey unroofed the chapter-house with 
their usual dexterity. Down came the rain upon the 
poor books, in consequence ; and when M. Moysant 
reamed the orders of goyemment to examine this 
library, and to take away as many books as he wanted 
for the public hbrary at Caen ... he was absolutely 
horror-struck by the obstacles wliich presented them- 
selves. From ^e close confinement of every door and 
window, for ten years, the rank and fetid odour which 
issued, was intolerable. For a full fortnight every 
door and window was left open for ventilation, ere M. 
Moysant could hegia his woik: of selection. He se- 
lected about 5000 volumes only ; but the infuriated 
Revolutionists, on his departure, wantonly plundered 
and destroyed a pvodigious number of the remainder 
. . ^'et enfin (concluded he) vous voyez, Monsieur, ce 
qu'ils nous ont laisse.** You will give me credit for 
having listened to every word of such a tale. 



Digitized by Google 



S44 BAYEUX. 

The present library, which is on the first floor, is 

apparently about twenty-five feet square. The Abbe 
made me observe the Xllltb. volume of the Gallia 
CArutianOf* in boards, remarking that "it was of 
excessive, rarity ;** but I doubt this. On shewing me 
the famous voliune of Sanctius or Sanchez de Matri- 
monio Sacra??ientario, 1607, folio, the Abbe observed 
— " that the author wrote it, standing with his bare 
feet upon marble.** I was well pleased with a pretty 
illuminated ms. Missal, in a large thick quarto volume, 
with borders and pictures in good condition; but did 
not fiul to commend right heartily the proper biblio- 
maniacal spirit of M. F^tit in baring kept concealed 
the second volume of Gerings Latin Bible — being the 
first impression of the sacred text in France — when 
M. Moysant came armed with full powers to carry off 
what treasures he pleased. No one knows what has 
become of the first volume, but this second is cruelly 
imperfect — it is otherwise a fair copy. Upon the 
whole, although it is almost a matter of eonseUnee^ as 
well as of character, with me, to examine erery thing 
in the shape of a library, and especially of a public 
one, yet it must be admitted that the collection under 
consideration is hardly worthy of a second visit : and 
accordingly I took both a first and a final riew of it. 

From the Chapter I went to the College Library. 
In other words, there is a fine public school, or Lycee, 

• A complete cc^y u of rarity in our own country, but not so 
abroad. It is yet, however, an imperfect work. 
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or college, where a great number of lads and young 
men are educated " according to art.*^ The building 
IB extensive and weU-situated : the play-ground is large 
and commodious ; and there is a well-Gnltivated gar* 
den " tempting with forbidden fruit." Into this garden 
I strolled in search of the President of the College^ 
who was not within doors. I found him in eompanj 
with some of the masters, and witih several young men 
either playing, or about to play^ at skittles. On com- 
municating the ohject of my visit, he granted me an 
immediate passport to^Hhraiy — ^''mais, Monaeur, 
(added he) ce n*est rien : il y avoit autrefois quelque 
chose ; maintenant, ce n'est qu'un amas de livres tres 
conmnms." I thanked him, and accompanied the 
fibrarian to the Library ; who absolutely apologissed 
all the way for the little entertainment I should receive. 
There was indeed little enough. The room may be 
about ei^teen feet square. Of the books, a great 
portion was in vellum bindings, in wretched condition. 
Here was Jat/s Polyglot, and the matrimonial Sane- 
tius again ! There was a very respectable sprinkling 
of iS^Mmsh and French Dictionanes ; some few not 
wholly undesirable Aiduses; and the rare Louvainr 
edition of Sir Thoiims Morels Works, printed in 1566, 
folio.* I saw toOy with horror-nungled regret, a frigh<> 

* There have been bibliographers, and there are yet knov^ng 
book-collectors, who covet this edition in preference to the Leip- 
sie impieision of Sir T. More*> Worics of 16dB$ in folio. But thia 
must proceed fipom sheer obstinacy; or mther, psiliaps, from 

VOL. I. It 
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folly imperfect copy of the Serpiee of Bayettx Cathe- 
dral, printed in the Gothic letter, upon vellum. But 
the great curiosity is a small hrass or bronze crucifiXi 
about nine inches high, standing upon the mantle- 
piece ; very ancient, from the character of the crown, 
which savours of the latter period of Roman art — and 
which is the only crown, bereft of thorns, that I ever 
saw upon the head of our Saviour so represented. The 
eyes appear to be formed of a bright brown glass. 
Upon the whole, as this is not a book, nor a fragment 
of an old illumination, I will say nothing more about 
its age. I was scarcely three quarters of an hour in 
the library ; but was fully sensible of the politeness of 
my attendant, and of the truth of his prediction, that I 
should receive little entertiunment from an examina- 
tion of the books. 

It is high time that you should be introduced in 
proper form to the famous Bayeux Tapestry. Know 
then, in as few words as possible, that this* celebrated 
piece of Tapestry represents chiejBy the Ikyasion of 
England by William the Conqueror, and the sub- 
sequent death of Harold at the battle of Hastings. It 
measures about 214 English feet in length, by about 
nineteen inches in width; and is supposed to have been 
worked under the particular superintendance and di- 
rection of Matilda, the wife of the Conqueror. It was 

ignorance that the latter edition contains the Utopia — whereas in 
the former it is unaccountably omitted to be reprinted— wWch 
it jnight have been, from various previous editions. 
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Ibnnerly exclurively kept and exhibited in the Cathe- 
dral ; but it is now justly retained in the Town Uall^ 
and treasured as the most predous relic among the 
archiTes of the dty. There is indeed every reason to 
consider it as one of the most valuable historical monu- 
ments which France possesses. It has also given rise 
to a great deal of archseological discussion. Mont- 
fimcon, Ducarel, and De La Rue, have come forward 
successively — but more especially the first and last : 
and Montfaucon in particular has favoured the world 
with copper-plate representations of the whole. Mont- 
&ucon's plates are generaUy much too small : and the 
more enlarged ones are too ornamental. It is right, 
first of all| that you should have an idea how this piece 
of tapestry is preserved, or rolled up. You see it 
here, therefore, precisely as it appears after the person 
who shews it, takes off the cloth with which it is usually 
covered. 
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The firgt portion of tbe needle-work, representing 

the embassy of Harold, from Edward tbe Confessor to 
William Duke of Normandy, is comparatively much 
de&ced— that is to say^ the stitches are worn awa^, 
and little more than the ground, or fine dose Bnen 
cloth, remains. It is not far from tbe beginning — and 
where the colour is fresh^ and the stitches aiei comp»« 
ratively, preserved- — Ihat you observe the Portrait 
OF Harold.* 

You are to understand that the stitches, if they may 
be so called, are threads laid side by side— and bound 
down at intervals by cross stitches, or fastenings — ^upon 
rather a fine linen cloth ; and that tbe parts intended 
to represent fleah are left untouched by the needle. I 
obtained a few straggling shreds of the worsted widi 
which it is worked. The colours are generally a faded 
or bluish green, crimson, and pink. About tbe last 
five feet of this extraordinary roll are in a yet more 
decayed and imperfect state than the first portion. 
But the designer of the subject, whoever he was, had 
an eye throughout to Roman art — as it appeared 
in its later stages. The folds of the draperies, and 
the proportions of the figuresi are executed with this 
feeling. 

I must observe that^ both at top and at bottom of 

* This figure is intrgdnoed with piuitthraiiti and dogs : but 
great Bbertieiy as a niec eye wiUieadily dueeni, have been taken 
by Montfaveeo, when compared with the ori|pnal— of i^ich the 
fiie-Biadle» in the provioiis edition joi lliis work, may be pro- 
novBced to be nnraov. 
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the prineipal subject, there is a running allegorical 
ornament ;* of which I will not incur the presumption 
to suppose myself a successful interpreter. The con- 
stellationsy and the symbols of agriculture and of rural 
occupation, form the chief subjects of this running 
ornament. All the inscriptions are executed in capital 
letters of about an inch in length ; and upon the whole^ 
whether this extraordmary and invaluable relic be of 
the latter end of the xith, or of the beginning or middle 
of the xiith centuryf seems to me a matter of rather a 

* Sometbing dmUar may be teen loimd tlie border of tbebsp- 
ttomal Tsse of St. Louis, in Mmm*n[j4itiiptiiitNathMlM, A put 
of the border in the Tap^atry is a representation of sabjects from 
^sop's Fables. 

t Of a monumenly iidiicb bas been pronounced by one of our 
ablest antiquaries to be "The noblbst in tbb world bblat- 
iNG to our old Emolisb Kimonr,^ (See SivJtelft Polmog, 
Brium. Number XI. 1746, 4to. p. 2-3) it may be expected that 
some ardueologieal discus^n sbooM be bere subjoined. Yet t 
am free to confess that, after tiie e88a3rs of Messrs. Onmey, Sto« 
tbard, and Am3rot« (and more especially that of the latter gen- 
deman) tbe matter— as to the period of its execution-HOiay be 
considered as well nigh, if not wholly, at rest These essays ap- 
pear in tbe ICVIIItb and XlXth volumes of the Archseologia. The 
Abbi de la Rue contended that this Tapestry was worked in the 
time of the second Matilda, or the Empress Maud, which would 
bring it to the earlier part of the xiith century* The antiqua- 
ries above mentioned contend, witii greater probability, that it is 
a perfonnaace of the period whicb it profosses to commemorate ; 
namely, of tiie defeat of Harold at the battle of Hastings, and 
consequently of the acquiring of the Orown of Bngbmd, by 
conquest, on the part of William. This latter therefore brings 
it to the period of about 1066, to 1068— so that, after aU, the 
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Becondary consideration. That it is at once unique 
and important, must be considered as a position to be 

difierence of opinion is only whether this Tapestry be fifty yean 
older or younger, than the respedlTe advocates contend. 

But the most copious, particular, and in my humble judgment 
the most satisfactory, disquisition upon the date of this singular 
historical monument, is entitled, " A Defence of the early Anti- 
qyity of the Bayeux Tapettry" by Thomas Amyot, Esq. imme- 
diately following Mr. Stothard's communication, in the work just 
referred to. It is at direct issue with all the hypotheses of the 
Abb6 de la Rue, and in my opiiuon the results are triumphantly 
established. Whether the Normans or the English worked it, is 
perfectly a secondary consideration. The chief objections, taken 
by the Abb^, against its being a production of the zith century, 
consist in, first, its not bdng mentioned among tlie treasures 
possessed by the Conqueror at his decease; — secondly, that, if 
the Tapestry were deposited in the church, it must have suffered, 
if not have been annihilated, at the storming of Bayeuz and the 
destruction of the Cathedral by fire in the reign of Henry I., A« 
D. 1 106 : — thirdly, the silence of JFaee upon the subject,— who 
wrote his metrical histories nearly a century after the Tapestry 
is supposed to have been executed." The latter is chiefly insisted 
upon by the learned Abb^ ; who, which ever champion come off 
victorious in this archaeological warfare, must at any rate receive 
the best thanks of the antiquary for the methodical and erudite 
manner in which he has conducted his attacks. 

At the first blush it cannot fail to strike ns that the Abbd dela 
Bue's positions are all of a negative character ; and that, accord- 
ing to the strict rules of locric, it must not be admitted, that be- 
cause such and such writers have mt noticed a circumstance 
therefore that circumstance or event cannot have taken place. 
The first two grounds of objection have, I think, been fairly set 
aside by Mr. Amyot. As to the third objection, Mr. A. re- 
marks — " But it seems that Wace has not only not quoted the 
tapestry, but has varied from it in a manner which proves that he 
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neither doubted nor denied. I have learnt, eveii here, 
of what importance this tapestry-roll was considered in 

had never seen it. The instances jriven of this variation are, 
however, a little unfortunate. The tirst of them is very unim- 
portant, for the difference merely consists in placing- a tigure at 
the stern instead of the prota of a ship, and in giving him a bow 
instead of a tnimpet. From an authority (juoted by the Abb6 
himself, it appears that, with regard to this latter fact, the Tapes- 
try was right, and Wace was wrong ; and thus an argument is 
unintentionally furnished in favour of the superior antiquity of 
the Tapestry. The second instance of variation, namely, that 
relating to Taillefer's sword, may be easily dismissed ; since, after 
all, it now appears, from Mr. Stothard's examination, that neither 
Taillefer nor his sword is to l)c found in the Tapestry," &c. But 
it is chiefly from the names of /Elfcyva and Wadard, inscribed 
over some of the figures, that I apprehend the conclusion in 
favour of the Tapestry's being nearly a contemporaneous produc- 
tion, may be safely drawn. 

It is quite clear that these names belong to persons living when 
the work was in progress, or within the recollection of the workers, 
and that they were attached to persons of some particular note 
or celebrity, or rather perhaps of local importance. An eye- 
witness, or a contemporary only would have introduced them. 
They would not have lived in the memory of a person, whether 
mechanic or historian, who lived a century after the event. No 
antiquary has yet fairly appropriated these names, and more espe- 
cially the second. It follows therefore that they would not have 
been introduced had they not been in existence at the time ; and 
in confirmation of that of Wadard, it seems that Mr. Henry 
Ellis (.Secretary of the Society of Antiquaries) ** confirmed Mr. 
Amyot's conjecture on that subject, by the references with which 
he furnished him to Domesday Dook^ where his name occurs in no 
less than six counties, as holding lands of large extent under Odo, 
Bishop of Bayeux, the tenant in capite of those properties from 
the crown. That he was not guard or centinel, as the Abb^ de 
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the time of Bonaparte's thTeatened iimrion of our 

country : and that, afler displaying it at Paris for two 
or three months, to awaken the curionty and excite 

la Rue supposes, but that ho held an office of rank in the house- 
hold of either William or Odo, seems now decided beyond a 
doubt." Mr. Amyot thus spiritedly concludes : — alluding to the 
successful completion of Mr. Stothard*8 copy of the entire origi- 
nal roll. — ** Yet if the Bayeux Tapestry be not history of the 
first class, it is perhaps something- better. It exhibits general 
traits, elsewhere sought in vain, of the costume and manners of 
that age, which, of all others, if we except the period of the Re- 
formation, ought to be the most interesting to us ; — that age, 
which gave us a new race of mouarchs, brlnj^ing with them new 
landholders, new laws, and almost a new language." 

Mr. Amyot has subjoined a specimen of his own poetical 
powers in describing "the Minstrel Taillbfer's achievements," 
in the battle of Hastings, from the old Norman lays of Gaimar 
and VVace. I caa only find room for the first few verses. The 
poem is entitled. 

The Onset of Taillefbe. 

Foranott in the bands of France, 
Atm'd witii hauberk and witii baioe. 
And helmet glittering in the ahr. 
As if a warrior knight he were, 
Bath'd forth the Mihbtesl TAiLLina 
Borne on Ins oouTter swift and strong. 

He gaily bomnded o'er the pliin, 
Aad frised tiie heart-inspiring song 
(Loud edioed by the wariike throng) 

Ot 'Mtmd and of Charlemugw, 
Of OAmt , blwre peer of old. 

Untaught to dy, unkuown to yield. 
And many » Ktdght and Vassal bold. 
Whose hallowed blood, in erimson flood, 

Byed Rmtewt^^s field. 
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the love of conquest among the citizens, it was con- 
veyed to one or two sect-port towns, and exhibited 
upon the stage as a moat important materiel ia dra- 
matic e£fect* 

I think you have now had a pretty good share of 
Bayeux intelligence ; only that I ought not to close my 
despatches without a word or two relating to habits, 
mannersy trade, and population. This will scarcely 
occupy a page. The men and women here are tho- 
roughly Norman. Stout bodies, plump countenances, 
wooden shoesy and the cauchoise — even to exceed- 
ingly faU copies of the latter! The population may 
run hard upon ten thousand. The chief articles of 
commerce are butter and laee. Of the former, lliera 
axe two sorts : one, delicate and well flavcmred, is 
made during winter and spring; put up into small 
pots, and carried from hence in huge paniers, not only 
to all the immediataly adjacent parts of the country, 
Irat even to Patla—^uid is shipped in large quantitiaa 
for the colonies. They have made as much as 
lS0,0001b. weight each season; but Isigny, a neigh- 
bouring village, is rather the chief place for its pr^ 
duction. The oliher sort of butter, which is eaten by 

* M. Denoa toM me, in <me of my visits to l&m at Fu^, that 
by the commands of Bonaparte, lie was charged with the custody 
of tidi l^fMitry fbr ttoe moaths : that it was diq^yed la dm 
form and ceremony In tiie Museam ; and that after baring taken 
a hasty sket*^ of it, (which he admitted conM not be oon8idere4 
as fery faithful) be returned It to Bayeux— as it was considered to 
be the peculiar property of that place. 



Digitized by Google 



«54 



BAYEUX 



the oommon people, and which in fact is made through- 
out the whole of Lower Normandy, (the very butter, 
in short, in which the huge alose was floating in the 
pot of the lively cuisiniere at Duclair*) is also chiefly 
made at Isigny ; but instead of a delicate tint, and a 
fine flavour, it is very much the contrary : and the 
mode of making and transporting it accords with its 
qualities. It is salted, aind packed in large pots, and 
eyen barrels, for the sake of exportation ; and not less 
than 50,0001b. weight is made each week. The whole 
profit arising from butter has been estimated at not 
less than two millions of francs : add to which, Ihe 
circulation of specie kept up by the payment of the 
workmen, and the purchase of salt. As to lacCt there 
are scarcely fewer than three thousand females con- 
stantly employed in the manufacture of that article. 

The mechanics here, at least some of them, are 
equally civil and ingenious. In a shop, in the high or 
principal street, I saw an active carpenter, who had 
lost the fore finger of his right hand, hard at work» 
alternately whistling and singing — over a pretty piece 
of ornamental furniture in wood. It was the full face 
of a female, with closely curled hur over the forehead, 
surmounted by a wreath of flowers, having side curls, 
necklace, and platted hair. The whole was carved in 
beech, and the form and expression of the countenance 
were equally correct and pleasing. This merry fellow 
had a man or two under him, but he worked double 

* See p. 109 ante. 
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tides, compared with his dependants. I interrupted 
him singing a French air, perfectly characteristic of the 
taste of his country. The title and song were ihus : . 

TOUJOURS. 

Tovjovas, toujours, je te sera! fidMe ; 
Disait Adolpbe cbaque instant du jour i 
Toujours, toujours je t'aimend, ma belle, 
Je Tenz le diie aux &:li08 d*slentoiir ; 
Je grsTerai sur r^cof<ee d'un Mtre, 
Ce donz serment que le diea des amours^ 
Vient me dieter, en mefaiaant connattre $ 
Que mon bonheor est de t'aimer toujours. Bit, 

Toujours, toujours, Ini r^pondit AdUe, 
Tu r^^neras dans le fond de mon coeur j 
Toujours, toujoursy cotnme une tourtereUe, 
Je promets bien t'aimer ayec ardeur ; 
Je pease ^ toi quand le soleil se l^i e> 
J'y pease encore k lafin de son cours; 
Dans le sommeil si quelqaefois je reTe> 
C'est au bonbeor de te ch^rir toii^ours. 

He was a carver on wainscoat wood : and if I would 

give myself " la peine d'entrer," he would shew me all 
sorts of curiosities. I secured a favourable reception^ 
by purchasing the little ornament upon which he was 
at work — ^for a napoleon. I followed the nimble me- 
chanic (ci-devant a soldier in Bonaparte's campaigns, 
from whence he dated the loss of his finger) through a 
yariety of intricate passages below and up stturs ; and 
saw, above, several excellently well finished pieces of 
furniture, for drawers or clothes-presses, in wainscoat 
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wood : — ^the outaides of which were carved sometimes 
with clustered roses, surrounding a pair of fond doves ; 
or with repiesentatioiis of Cupidsy theep^ bows and 
arrows, and the various eMlemata of the tender pas- 
sion. They would have reminded you of the old 
pieces of furniture which you found in your grandfa- 
ther's mansion, upon taking possession of your estate : 
and indeed are of themselves no despicable orna- 
ments in their way. I was asked from eight to twelve 
napoleons for one of these pieces of massive and ela- 
borately carved furniture, some six or seven feet in 
height. 

In all other respects, this is a town deserving of 
greater antiquarian research than appears to have been 
bestowed upon it ; and I cannot help thinking that its 
ancient ecclesiastical history is more interesting ihan is 
generally imagined. In former days the discipline and 
influence of its See seem to have been felt and acknow- 
ledged throughout nearly the whole of Normandy. 
Adieu. In ima^ation, the s^nres of Coutances Cap 
THEDRAL begin to peep in the horizon. 
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LETTER XVL 

BAYEUZ TO COUTANCES. ST. LO. THE CATHEDRAL OF 
COUTANCBS. ENyiRONS. AQUEDUCT. MARKET-DAY. 

PUBLIC LIBRARY. ESTABLISHMENT FOR THE CLERGY. 

1 8BND you this despatch dose to the rery Cathe-> 
dral, whose spires, while yet at Bayeux, were already 
glimmering in the horizon of my ima^natioii. The 
journey hither has heen in every respect the most 
heauliiul and interesting that I have experienced on 
this side the Seine. I have seen something Uke undu- 
lating pasture-lands, wooded hills, meandering streams, 
and weB»peopled villages; and an air of gaiety and 
cheerfulness, as well as the charm of picturesque 
beauty, has accompanied me from one cathedral to 
the other. 

I left the H6tel de Luaeembaurg, at Bayeux, in a 

hired cabriolet with a pair of horses, about five in the 
afternoon, pushing on, at a smart trot, for St. Lo : 
which latter place I entered by moon-light. The road, 
as usual, was broad and bold, and at times undulating ; 
flanked by beech, elm, and fir. As I just observed to 
you, I entered St. Lo by moon-hght: the double 
towers oi the gnat ealhedrai^like kM>king church faav- 
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ing a grand and eren romantic etket on approaching 
the town. An old castle, or rather a mere round-tower 
relic of one, appeared to the left, upon entering it. 
Passing the porch, or west end of the church, some- 
times descending, at others ascending — ^midst close 
streets and overhanging roofs of houses, which cast a 
deep and solemn shadow, so as to shut out the moon 
beams for several hundred yards — ^and pursuing a wind- 
ing route, I at length stopped at the door of the prin- 
cipal liotel — au Grand Coq ! I laughed heartily when 
I heard its name ; for with the strictest adherence to 
truth the adjectiye ought to hftve been peAi I 

However, the beds seemed to be in good order, and 
the coffee, with which I was quickly served, proved to 
be excellent, I strolled out, on a reeomunssaneef about 
half-past nine ; but owing to the deep shadows from 
. the moon, arising from the narrowness of the streets, 
I could make out nothing satisfactory of the locale. 
The church, however, promised a rich treat on the 
morrow. As soon as the morrow came, I betook my- 
self to the church. It was Sunday morning. The 
square, hefore the west front of the church, was the 
rendezvous both of townsmen and countryfolks : but 
what was my astonishment on observing in one comer 
of it, a quack doctor vending powder for the effectual 
polishing of metals. He had just beaten his drum, in 
order to collect his audience ; and having got a good 
assemblage, was full of tilie virtues of his wares — which 
were pronounced to be also " equally efficacious for 
complaints in t/ie stomach ! ** 
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This man had been preceded, in the situation which 
he occupied, by a mal charlatan, on horseback, with 
powder9 to kill rais. The latter stood upon the same 
eminence, wearing a hat, jacket, and trowsers, all white 
— ^upon which were painted black rais of every siae. 
and description ; and in his harangue to the popukce 
he took care to tell them that the rats, painted upon 
his dress, were exact po) traits of those which had been 
destroyed by means of his powders ! Tliis, too, on a 
Sunday monung. But remember Dieppe.* 

Haying' despatched my breakfast, I proceeded to 
survey the church, from which the town takes its name. 
First, for the exterior. The attached towers demand 
attention and admiration. They are so slightly attached 
as to be almost separated from the body or nave; 
forming something of that particular character which 
obtains more decidedly at the cathedral of Coutances* 
I am not sure whether this portion of the church at 
St. Lo be not preferable, on the* score of regularity 
and delicacy, to the similar portion at this latter place. 
The west front is indeed its chief beauty of exterior 
attraction ; and it was once rendered doubly interest- 
ing by a profusion of alto-rilievo statues, which disap- 
peared during the commotions of the revolution. You 
ascend rather a lofty flight of steps to this entrance ; 
and into which the whole town seemed to be pouring 
the full tide of its population. I suflfered myself to be 
carried away along with the rest, and almost startled 

• See pag9 13 ante. 
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as I entered the nave.* To the left, is a horribly- 
painted statue of the Virgin^ with the child in her 
anus. The countenance b even aa ugly, old, and 
repulsive, as the colonrmg is most despcable. I nerer 
saw such a daub : and what emotions, connected with 
tenderness of feeling, or ardour of devotion, can the 
contemplation of such an olject excite? Surely the 
parish must have lost its wits, as well as its taste, to 
endure such a monstrous exhibition of art. 

As I advanced towards the choir, I took especial 
notice ef the very singular, and in my opinimi very 
ugly, formation both of the pillars and arches which 
sustain the roof. These pillars have no capitals, and 
the arch springs from them in the most abrupt manner. 
The arch itself is also very short and sliarp pointed ; 
like the tops of lancet windows. This mode obtains 
pretty generally here ; but it should be noted that, in 
llie right side aisle, the pillars have capitals. There is 
sometliing unusual also in the row of pillars which 
spring up, flanking the choir, half way between the 
walls of the choir and the outward wall of the church. 
Nor am I sure that, destitute of a gracefiil, superadded 
arch, such massive perpendicular lines have either 
meaning or effect. Whether St. Lo were the Jirst 
church upon which the architect, who built both iAai 
and the cathedral at Cauianeetf tried his talents-— or 
whedier, indeed, both churches be the efibrt d the 

* IVIr. Cotman has a view of this church, in his work on Nor- 
mandy* 
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aame hand — I cannot pretend to determine ; but, both 
outwardly and inwardly, these two churches have a 
strong resemblance to each other. Like many other 
similar buildings in France, the church of St. Lo is 
closely blocked up by surrounding houses. 

I prepared to leave St. Lo about mid-day, after 
agreeing for a large heavy machine, with a stout pair 
of horses, to conduct me to this place. There are 
some curious old houses near the inn, with exterior 
ornaments like those of the xvith century in our own 
conntry. But on quitting the town, in the road to 
Coutances, — after you come to what are called the old 
castte walls, on passing the outer gate — your eye is 
struck by rather an extraordinary combination of ob« 
jects. The town itself seems to be built upon a rock. 
Above, below, every thing appears like huge scales of 
iron ; while, at the bottom, in a serpentine direction^ 
runs the peaceful and fruitful river Awre*^ The coun- 
try immediately around abounds in verdant pasture, 

♦ I suspect that the " peaceful** waters of this stream were fre- 
quently died with the blood of Hugonots and Roman Catholics 
during the fierce contests between Montgomebt and Matignow, 
towards the latter half of the sixteenth century. At that period 
St. Lo was one of the strongest towns in the Bocage ; and the 
very pass above described, was the avenue by which the soldiers 
of the captdns, just mentioned, alternately advanced and retreated 
in their respective attacks upon St. Lo : which at length sur- 
rendered to the victorious army of the latter ; the leader of the 
Catholics. SaoviN : HUtinre MUitaire dn Bocains j p. a40-d84« 
me, 12010. 

VOL. I. 8 
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and luxuriantly wooded heights. Upon the whole, our 
aortie from St. Lo, beneath a bright blue sky and a 
roeridiaii mm, was extremely cheerful and gratifying. 

A bald road (but bold and broad, as usual) soon 
convinced me of the uncomfortableness of the con- 
veyance i whicb^ though roomy, and of rather respect- 
able appearance, wanted springs: but the increanng 
beauty of the country kept my attention perfectly occu- 
pied, till the beautiful cathedral of Coutances caught 
my notice, on an elevated ground, to the lefl. The 
situation is truly striking^ gaae from what quarter you 
wHL From that of St. Lo, tbe immediate approach to 
the town is rendered very interesting from the broad 
route royaUf lined with birch, hazel, and beech. The 
delica<7, or perhaps tbe peculiarity of the western 
towers of ihe cathedral, struck me as singularly pictu^ 
resque ; while the whole landscape was warmed by the 
full efiidgenoe of an unclouded suq, and animated by 
tbe increasing numbers and activity of tbe paysannet 
and bourgeoises ming 1 1 u g in their sabbath-walks. Their 
bright dark blues and crimsons were put on upon the 
bccadon ; and nought but peaces tranquillity, and finut- 
fbhiess seemed to preml on all sides. It was a scene 
wherein you might have placed Arcadian shepherds- 
worthy of being copied by the pencil of Claude. 

We entered the town at a sharp trot. The posti- 
lion, flourishing his whip, and causing its sound to 
re-echo through the principal street, upon an ascent, 
drove to the chief inn, the Hdtel d^Angkterre, within 
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about one hundred yards of the cathedral. Vespers 
were juit over ; and I shall not readily forget the rush 
and swarm of the clergy who were xMniring out, from 
the north door, and covering the street with one exten- 
sive black mass. There could not have been fewer 
than two hundred yoang Ecclesiastics — thus returning 
fiom vespers to their respective homes; or rather to 
the College, or great clerical establishment, in the 
neighbourhood. This College, which has suffered 
from violence and neglect, through the revolution and 
Bonaparte's dynasty, is now beginning to raise its 
head in a very distinguished and commanding manner. 
It was a dngular sight— >to see such a crowd of young 
men, wearing cocked hats, black robes, and black bands 
with white edging ! The women were all out In the 
streets $ sitting before their doors, or quietly lounging 
or walking. The afUmoon was indeed unusually 
•erene. 

I ordered a late dinner, and set out for the cathe- 
dral. It was impossible to visit it at a more favorable 
moment. The congregation had departed ; and a fine 
warm sun darted its rays in every surrounding direc- 
tion. As I looked around, I could not fail to be struck 
with the singular arrangement of the columns round 
the choir : or rather of the double aisle between the 
choir and the walk, as at St. Lo ; but here yet more 
distinctly marked. For a wonder, an unpainted Vir- 
gin and child in Our Lady's chapel, behind the choir ! 
There is nothing, I tiiink, in the interior of this diurch 
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that merits particular notice and commendation, except 
it be some beautifully-stained glass windows ; with the 
anns, however, of oertmn noble fainflle8« and the regal 
arms (as at Bayeux) obliterated. There is a deep well 
in the north transept, to supply the town with water 
m case of fire. The pulpit is large and handsome ; 
but not so magmfieeht as that at Bayeux. The organ 
is comparatively small. Perhaps the thirteenth cen- 
tury is a period sufficiently remote to assign for the 
completion of the interior of this church, for I cannot 
subscribe to the hypotfaesb of the Abb6 de la Rue» 
that this edifice was probably erected by Tancred 
King of Sicily at the end of the eleventh, or at the 
beginning of the twelfth century. 

The exterior of this Church is indeed its chief at-* 
traction.* Unquestionably the style of architecture 
is very peculiar, and does not, as far as X know, extend 
beyond St. Lo, in Normandy. My great object was 
to mount upon the roof of the central tower, which is 
octagonal, containing fine lofty lancet windows, and 
commanding from its summit a magnificent panorama. 
Another story, one half the height of the present erec- 
tion from the roof of the nave, would put a glorious 
finish to the central tower of Notre Dame at Cou- 
TANCSS. As I ascended this central tower, I digressed 
occadonally into the lateral galleries along the aislesr 

* The reader irill be doubtless gratified by the artist-like view 
of this cafliednl, by Mr. Gotman, in liis AreMteeturoi AnHqulHet 
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To look down, was somewhat terrific ; but wbo could 

help bewailing the wretched, rotten, green-tinted ap- 
pearance of the roof of the north aisle ? — ^which arose 
here^ as at Bayeaz, from its being stripped of the lead 
(during tbe Revolution) to make buUets-^^nd from die 
rain's penetrating the interior in consequence. As I 
continued to ascends I looked through the apertures 
to notice tbe fine formation and almost magical erec* 
tion of the lancet windows of the western towers : and 
the higher I mounted, the more beautiful and magical 
seemed to be that portion of the building. At length 
I reached the summit ; and concentrating myself a littlei 
gazed around. 

The view was lovely beyond measiure. Coutances 
lies wilhin four miles of the sea, so that to the west 
and south there appeared an immense expanse of 
ocean. On the opposite points was an extensive 
landscape, well-wooded, undulating, rich, and thickly 
studded with £mn*houses. Jerseff appeared to the 
north-west, quite encircled by the sea ; and nearly to 
the south stood out the bold insulated little rock of 
Granville, defying the eternal washing of the wave. 
Such a view is perhaps no where else to be seen in 
Normandy ; certainly not from any ecclesiastical edi- 
fice with which I am acquainted. The sun was now 
declining apace, which gave a warmer glow to the 
ocean, and a richer hue to Hie landscape. It is impos- 
sible to particularize. All was exquintely refreshing 
4nd joyous. The heart beats with a AiUer pulsation. 
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at the eye darts over such an expanuTe and ezhilafat- 

ing scene ! Spring was now clad in her deepest-co- 
loured vesture : and a prospect of a fine summer and 
an abundant hanrest infused additional delight into the 
beholder. Immediately below, stood the insulated and 
respectable mansion or Palace of the Bishop s in the 
midst of a formal garden — ^b^girt with yet more for* 
mally dipt hedges. As the Ptekte bore a good cha- 
racter, I took a pleasure in gazing upon the roof which 
contained an inhabitant capable of administering so 
much good to the community. In short, I shall always 
remember the view from the top of the central tower 
of the cathedral of Coutances ! 

I quitted such a spot with reluctance ; but time was 
flying away, and the patience of the cuisinier at tJie 
H6tel d*Angleterre had abeady been put somewhat to 
the test. In twenty minutes I sat down to my dinner, 
in a bed-room, of which the furniture was chiefly of 
green silk. The females, even in the humblest walks, 
have generally fine names ; and Vteiarina was that of 
the fille de chambre at the Hotel d"'Angleterre. After 
dinner I walked upon what may be called the heights 
of Coutances; and a more delightful evening's walk I 
never enjoyed. The women of every description—* 
ladies, housekeepers, and servant maids — ^were all 
abroad ; either sitting upon benches, or standing ia 
gossiping groups, or straying in friendly pairs. The. 
comeliness of the women was remarkable ; a certain 
freshness of tint, and prevalence of the embonpoint. 
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reminded me of those of our own country ; and among 
tlie latter, I startled — as I gazed upon a countenance 
which afforded but too ymd a resemblaiice to that of 
a deceased relation ! Certainly the Norman women are 
no where more comely and interesting than they are at 
Coutances. 

The immediate environs of ihis place are beautiful 

and interesting : visit them in what direction you 
please* But there is nothing which so immediately 
strikes you as ihe remams of an aneieni Aqueduct ; 
gothidsed at the hither end, but with three or four 
circular arches at the further extremity, where it springs 
from the opposite banks. Fine as was yesterday, this 
day has not been inferior to it. I was of course glad 
of an opportunity of Tisiting the market, and of mln- 
ghng with the country people. The boulevards afforded 
an opportunity of accomplishing both these objects. 
Com is a great artide of trade ; and they have noUte 
granaries for depositing it. Apparently there is a 
great conflux of people, and much business stirring. I 
quickly perceivedf in the midst of this erer-moving 
throng, my old friend the vender of rat-destroying 
powders — busied in the exercise of his calling, and 
covered with his usual vestment of white^ spotted or 
painted with black rats. He found plenty of hearm. 
and plenty of purchasers. All was animation and 
bustle. In the midst of it, a man came forward to the 
edge of a bank — ^below which a great concourse was 
assembled. He beat a dnm, to announce that a 
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packet boat would sail to Jersey in die course of the 

afternoon; but the people seemed too intent upon 
their occupations and gambols to attend to him. I sat 
upon a bench and read one of the little chap books — 
Biehard tantpeur — which I had purchased the. same 
morning. 

While absorbed in reflections upon the heteroge- 
neous scene before me — and wishing for some of my 
dearest friends in England to be also spectators of it 
— the notes of an hand-organ more and more distinctly 
stole upon my ear. They were soft, and even pleasing 
notes. On looking round, I obsenred that the musi- 
cian preceded a person, who carried aloft a Virgin, 
with the infant Jesus, in wax; and who, under such a 
sign, exhorted the multitude to approach and buy his 
book-wares* I trust I was too thorough-bred a Rox^ 
burgker to remain quiet on ihe bench ; and accord- 
ingly starting up, and extending two sous, I became 
the fortunate purchaser of a little chap article — of 
which my friend Bsrnardo will for ever, I fear, eniry 
me the possession! The vender of the tome sang 
through liis nose, as the organ warbled the following 

EN l'honneur du tres-saint sacrement, 
Qtft est expoB^ dans la grande Eglise catMdrale de St. Pierre et 
Si* Paul de Rome, pour iay^er hi mUMcvrde de Dieu, 

Air: da Theodore Fhm^. 
Appboohbz-vous, Ohr^tiens fidUes* 
Afin d'entendie r^ter s 
Ecoutes tons svec un grand sUe, 
A?ec fer?enr et pi^^. 
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Le roBU que wm mm fidt, 
D'aller an giand Saint Jacques ; 
Giaee k Dieu nous I'avons aooompliy 
Four I'amour de Jdsns CShrisl. 

Dieu cr^ le ciel et la terre, 
Les astres et le firmament ; 
II fit la brillante lumi^re, 
Ainsi que tons les autres dl^mens, 
II a t\T6 tout du iieant, 
Ce qui respire sur la terre: 
Rendons hommage ^ la grandeur 
De notre diviu Cr^ateur. 

* Tons les jouni la malice augmente* n y a tr^peu de reli- 
gion I La Jeunesse est trop petulante^ Les enftos Jurent le saint 
Nom. Et comment 8*^tonneroit-on Si tant de fl^anz nous tour- 
mentent ? Et si Pon jcit tant de malhenrs, C'est Dieu qui punit les 
piclieurB. 

SouTent on assiste & POffice^ C'est comme une mam^ d'ae- 
quit. Sans penser an saint Sacrifice, On s'est immol6 Jesus- 
Christ. On parle avec ses amis, De ses aflhiies temporeUes, Sans 
faire aucune attention Auz myst^res de la religion. 

lUfl^dusses bien, p^res et m^res, Sur ces morales et vM^b i 
Cost la loi de Dieu notre 0*est lui qui nous les a dict^s : 
11 fintt les snivre et les pratiquer, Tsnt que nous serous sur la 
terre. N'oublions point qu'aprbs la mort, Nos ames existeroat 
encore. 



The day was begimung to wear away fast^ and I had 
not yet accomplished the faTOurite and indiapenaable 

object of visiting the Public Library. I made two 
unsuccessful attempts ; but the third was fortunate. 

* It cannot fail to be noticed that the following sentences arc 
in £M:t rhyming vene, though printed prose-wise. 
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I had no letter of Introductioiiy and every body was 
busied In receiving the Ytflats of their country fnends. 

I was much indebted to the polite attention of a stran- 
ger: who accompanied me to the house of the public 
librarian, his friend, who, not being at home, under- 
took the office of shewing me the books. The room 
in which they are contained — wholly detached — and 
indeed at a considerable distance firom the cathedral — 
is about sixty English feet long, low, and rather nar- 
row. It is absolutely crammed with books, in the most 
shameful state of confusion. I saw, for the first time 
in Normandy, and with absolute gladness of heart, a 
copy of the Camphtteruiim Polyghit Bible ; of which 
the four latter volumes, in vellum binding, were tall 
and good : the earlier ones, in cali^ not so desirable. 
For the first time too, since treading Norman soil, I 
saw a tolerably good sprinkle of Italian books. But 
the collection stands in dreadful need of weeding. In- 
deed, this obsenration may apply to the greater num- 
ber of public collections throughout ^ormandy. I 
thanked my attendant for his patient and truly friendly 
attention, and took my leave. 

In my way homewards, I stopped at M. Joubert's, 
ihe principal bookseller, and beat about the bush** fbr 
bibliographical game. But my pursuit was not crowned 
with success. M. J. told me, in reply to black-letter 
enquiries, that a Monsieur A****, a stout burly man» 
whom he called ^un gros papa*'—- was in the habit of 
paying yearly visits &om Jersey, for the acquisition oi 
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the same black-letteT treasures; and that he swept 

away every thing in the shape of an ancient and equp- 
vocal volumej in his annual rounds. I learnt pretQr 
nearly the same thing from Manonry at Caen. M« 
Joubert is a very sensible and respectable man ; and u 
not only " Seul Imiirimeur de Monseigneur VEvtque" 
(Pierre Dupomt-Poursat), but is in fact almost the 
only bookseller worth consulting in the place. I bought 
of him a copy of the Livre d*Eglise ou Nouveau 
Faroissien d l^usage du Diocise de Couiances, or the 
common prayer book of the diocese. It is a yery thick 
duodecimo, of 700 double columned pages, printed in 
a clear, new, and extremely legible character, upon 
paper of sufficiently good texture. It was bound in 
sheepskiuy and I gave only thirty torn for it new. How 
it can be published at such a price, is beyond my con- 
ception. M. Joubert told me that the compositor or 
workman received 20 francs for setting up 36 pages, 
and that the paper was IB francs per ream. In our 
own country, such prices would be at least doubled. 

It is impossible not to be struck here with the great 
number of youmo ecclesiastics. In short, the estab- 
lishment now erecting for them, will contain, when 
completed, (according to report) not fewer than ibur 
hundred. It is also impossible not to be struck with 
the extreme simphcity of their manners and deport- 
ment. They converse with apparent familiarity with 
the very humblest of their flock : and seem, from the 
highest to the lowest, to be cordially received. They 
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aie indifferent as to pergonal appearance. One young 

man carries a bundle of linen to his laundress, along 
the streets : another carries a round hat in his hand^ 
having a cocked one upon his head : a kitchen utensil 
is seen in the hand of a third, and a chair, or small 
table, in that of a fourth. As these Clergymen pass, 
tliey are repeatedly saluted. Till the principal building 
be finished^ many of them are scattered about fhe town, 
living quite in the upper stories. In short, it is iStte 
profession, rather than the particular candidate, which 
seems to claim the respectful attention of the towns- 
men. 
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LETTER XViL 

JOURNEY TO GRANVILLE. GRANVILLE. VILLE DIEU. 
ST. SSVEiU TOWN AND CA8TLB OF TI&E. 

rtre. 

Since my last, I have been as much gratified by the 
ehanns of nature and of art, as during any one period 

of my tour. Prepare, therefore, for miscellaneous 
intelligence ; but such as, I will make bold to predict, 
cannot fail to a£R>rd you considerable gratification* 
Normandy is doubtless a glorious country. It is fruit- 
ful in its soil, picturesque in the disposition of its land 
and water, and ilch in the architectural relics of the 
olden time/* It is also more than ordinarily interesting 
to an Englishman; Here, in the very town whence I 
transmit this despatch — within tw o hundred and fifty 
yards of the hotel of the Cheval Blanc, which just 
now encloses me within its granite walls — ^here, I say, 
lived and revelled the illustrious family of the Db 
Veres.* Hence William the Conqueror took the 
fiunous Aubrey de Yere to be a spectator of his 

♦ The reader will find the fullest particulars relating to this 
once< distinguished family, in Halstead*a Genealogical Memoirs of 
Noble Families, SfC. x a book, it is true, of extreme scarcity. In 
lieu of it let him comult CoUin^t Noble Families. 
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prowess, and a sbarer of his spoils, in his decisive sub- 
jugation of our own country. It is from this place that 
the De Veres derive their name. Their once-proud 
castle yet towers above the rushing rivulet below^ 
which turns a hundred mills in its course: but the 
warder*s horn has long ceased to be heard, and the 
ramparts are levelled with the solid rock with which 
they were once, as it were, identified. 

I left Coutances with something approaching to re- 
luctance ; so completely anglicised seemed to be the 
scenery and inhabitants. The evening was beautiful 
in the extreme ; and upon gaining the hdght of one 
of the opposite hills, within about half a league of the 
town, on the high Granville route^ I alighted — walked, 
stopped, and gazed, alternately, upon the lovely land* 
scape around — the cathedral, in the mean time, becom* 
ing of one entire golden tint from the radiance of the 
setting sun. It was hardly possible to view a more 
perfect picture of its kind ; and it served as a just 
counterpart to the more expansive scene which I had 
contemplated, but the preceding evening, from the 
heights of that same cathedral. The conducteur of 
^e Diligence rousing me from my rapturous abstrac- 
tion, I remounted, and descended into a valley ; and 
ere the succeeding height was gained, a fainter light 
floated over the distant landscape . . . and every object 
reminded me of the accuracy of those exquisite lines 
of CoUioi— descriptive of the approach of evening's 
• • • gradual, dusky veil. 
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For the first timei I had to do with a drunken con- 

ducteur. Luckily the road was broad, and in the 
finest possible conditioD^ and perfectly well known to 
tiie horses. Every turning was successfully made ; and 
the fear of upsetting began to give way to the annoy-* 
ance experienced from the roaring and shouting of the 
conducteur* It was almost dark when I reached 
Gkanyilus — about twelve miles £R>m Coutances; 
when I learnt that the horses had run six miles before 
they started with us. On entering tjbe town^ the road 
was absolutely solid rock: and considering what a 
Aaiue we carried behind us (fer so the body of ihe 
diligence seemed) and the uncertain footing of the 
horses, in consequence of the rocky surface of the road^ 
I apprehended the most sinister result. Luckily it was 
moon-light; when, approaching one of the sorriest 
looking inns imaginable, whither our conducteur (in 
spite of the better instructions of the landlord of the 
Hotel d'Angleterre at Coutances) had persuaded us to 
go, the passengers alighted with thankful hearts, and 
bespoke supper and beds, 

Granville is fortified on the land side by a deep 
ra^e, which renders an approach from thence almost 
impracticable. On every other side it is defended by 
the ocean, into which the town seems to have dropt 
perpendicularly from the clouds. At high water, 
Granville cannot be approached, even by transports, 
nearer than within two-thirds of a league; and of 
course at low water it is surrounded by an eictent of 
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tiliarply pointed rock and chalk: impenetrable — ^ter- 
rific — and presenting both certain failure and destruc- 
tion to the assailants. It is a Gibraltar in minia- 
ture. The English sharply cannonaded it a few 
years since, but it was only a political diversion. No 
landing was attempted. In the time of the civil wars, 
and more particularly in those of the League, Gran- 
ville, however, had its share of misery. It is now a 
quiet, dull, dreary, place ; to be visited only for the 
sake of the view from thence, looking towards St, Mah, 
and Moni St. Michel the latter of which I give up — 
Ab an hopeless object of attainment. Granville is in 
fact built upon rock ;* and the houses and the only 
two churches are entirely constructed of granite. The 
principal church (I think it was the principal) is rather 
pretty within, as to its construction ; but the decidedly 
gloomy effect given to it by the tint of the granite— 
the pillars being composed of that substance— renders 
it disagreeable to the eye. I saw several confessionals ; 
and In one of them, the office of confession was being 
performed by a priest, who attended to two penitents 
at the same time; but whose physiognomy was so 

• [Mons. Licquet tells us, that in 1439, a Seigneur of Gratot^ 
ceded the rock of Granville to an English Nobleman, on the day 
of St. John the Baptist, on receiving the homage of a hat of red 
roses. The Nobleman intended to build a town there; but 
Henry VI. dispossessed him of it, and built fortifications in 1440, 
Charles VII. in turn, dispossessed Henry ; but the additional 
fortifications which he built were demolished by order of Louis 
XIV. &c.] 
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repulsively frightful, that I could not help concluding 
he was listening to a tale which he was by no means 
prepared to receive. ■ 

An hoiir*8 examination of the town thoroughly eatis* 
fied me. There was no public conveyance to Vire, 
whither I intended immediately departing, and so I 
hired a Toiture to be drawn by one stuidy Norman 
hone. To a question about springs, the condncteur 
replied that I should find every thing " tres propre.** 
Having paid the reckoning, I set my face towards Yire* 
The day, Ibr the season of tiie year, turned out to be 
gloomy and cold beyond measure : and tiie wind (to 
the east) was directly in my face. Nevertheless the 
road was one of the finest that I had seen in France, 
for breadth and general soundness of condition. It 
had all the characteristics, in breadth and straitness, of 
a Roman route ; and as it was greatly undulating, 
I had firequently some gratifying glimpses of its bold 
direction. The surrounding country was of a quieUy 
picturesque but fruitful aspect ; and had my seat been 
comfortable, or after the fashion of those in my own 
country, my sensations had been more agreeable. But 
in truth, instead of ipringSf or any tiling approximAt- 
ing to tr^s propre,** I had to encounter a hard plank, 
suspended at the extremities, by a piece of leather, to 
the sides ; and as the road was but too well bottomed, 
and the conveyance was open in front , to the bitter 
blast of tiie eas^ I can hardly describe (as I shall newet 
forget) the misery of this conveyance. ... ; 

VOL. I. T 
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Fortcmalel^ ihe fixat stage was ViUe JDieu. Heie I 
ordered a voiture and post horses : but ibe master of 
the Poste Royale^ or rather of the inn^ shook his head 
— *' Poui. les ekeYBxa, tous en auifes des jneiUeiirs : 
nais, pour la. Toiture il n'y en a pas* Teoem, Moor 
sieur ; venez voir." I followed, with miserable fore- 
bodings — and entering a shed, where stood an old 
tumUe-down-looking phaeton^*' la voUay c'est lasenle 
que je possilde en cemoment"! — iBxclaimed the land- 
lord. It had never stirred from its position since the 
fall of last yesa»' leaf. It had been — within and with- 
eut^the BoostSng place for fowls and other of the feap 
tiiered tribe in the &xm yard; and akhough literally 
covered with the evidences of such long and undis« 
turbed.possession« yet« as there was no appearance of 
laiiiy and as I discoymd the wished for " resiorta** (or 
springs) I eompromised for the repulsirenesB of ihe 
exterior, and declared my intention of taking it 
onward. Water, brooms, brushes, and cloths, were 
quickfy put in requisition; and two stately and well 
fed horses, whieh iJireatened to fly away with this 
slender machine, being fastened on, I absolutely darted 
forward at a round rattling, gallop for St, Sever. Bles«- 
sings ever wait upon the memory of that artisan who 
invented • . « springs ! 

The postilion had the perfect command of his 
horses, and he galloped, or trotted, or ambled, as his 
fency — or rather our wishes— directed. The approach 
to our halting place was . rather imposmg. What 
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seemed to be a monastery, or church, at St. Sever, 
bad quite the appearance of Moorish architecture; 
and indeed as I had occasioiial glimpses of it through 
die trees, ike e£fect was exceedingly picturesque. This 
posting town is in truth very delightfully situated. 
While the horses were being changed, I made our way 
for the monastery; which I found to be in a state 
rather of dilapidation than ruin. It had, indeed, a 
wretched aspect. I entered the chapel, and saw lying, 
transTersely upon a desk, to the left — a very clean, 
huge pi^[^« and uncut copy of the folio Rouen Mistal 
of 17fi9. Every thing about this deserted and decay- 
ing spot had a melancholy appearance : but the sur- 
rounding country was rich, wooded, and picturesque. 
In former days of prosperity---such as St. Sever had 
seen before the Revolution— there had been gaiety, 
abundance, and happiness. It was now a perfect con- 
trast to such a state. 

On returning to die " Paste RoyM* I found tw6 
fresh lusty horses to our voiture— but the postilion had 
sent a boy into the field to catch a third. Wherefore 
was this X The tarif exacted it. A third horse " reel- 
proquement pour Tannee" — pareequ'il faut traTerser 
une grande montagne avant d'arriver a Vnre"— ^was the 
explanatory reply. It seemed perfectly ridiculous, as 
the vehicle was of such slender dimensions and weight. 
However, I was forced to yield. To sc6ld the post- 
boy was equally absurd and unavaiMng: ''parceque 
la tarif Texigea." But the " montagne" was doubtless 
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a reason for ibis additional hone: and I began to 

imagine that something magnificently picturesque 
might be in store. The three horses were put a-breast, 
and off we started with a phaeton-like velocity t Cei^ 
tainly nothing could have a more ridiculous appearance 
than my pigmy voiture thus conveyed by three animals 
— strong enough to have drawn the diligence. I was 
not long ui reaching this " huge mountain/' which pro- 
voked my unquaRfied laughter — from its insignificant 
size — and upon the top of which stands the town of 
Vibe. It had been a fair-dsLy ; and groyps of men 
and women^ returning from the town, in their bhie and 
crimson dresses, cheered somewhat the general gloom 
of the day, and lighted up the features of the land- 
scape. The nearer I approached^ the more nume^rous 
and incessant were these groups* 

Vire is a sort of Rouen in miniature — ^if bustle and 
population be only considered. In architectural com* 
parison, it is miserably feeble and infeiior. The houses 
are gcsnerally built of granite, and look extremely 
sombre in consequence^ The old castle is yet inter^ 
esting and commanding. But of tliis presently. I 
drove to the " Cheval Blanc,''* and bespokci as usual, a 
late dinned and beds« The first visit was to the castlti 
but it is right that you should know, before hand, that 
the town of Vire, which contains a population of about 
ten thousand souls, stands upon a commanding emi- 
nence, in the midst of a very beautifiil and picturesque 
country called the Bocage; Thb country was, in 
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former times, as fruitful in civil wars, horrors, and de- 
vastations^ as the more celebrated Bocage of the more 
western part of France duxing the late Rerolation. In. 
shorty the Bocage of Normandy ' was the 'scene of 
bloodshed during the Calvinistic or Hugonot persecu- 
tion. It was in tlie vicinity of this town, in the parts 
through which I have travelled — ^from Caen hither- 
wards— that the hills and the dales rang with the 
feats of arms displayed in the alterilate discomfiture 
and success of Coligny, Cond^^ Momtmooery, and 
Matignon.* 

But for the Castle. It is situated at the extremity of 

an open space, terminated by a portion of the boule- 
vards ; having, in the foreground, the public library to 
the leily and a sort of municipal hall to the right : nei- 
ther of them objects of much architectural consequence. 
Still nearer in the foreground, is a fountain ; whither 
men, women, and children — but chiefly the second 
dass, in the character of bfanck$ueute9 — regularly 
resort for water; as its bason is usually overflowing. 
It was in a lucky moment that Mr. Lewis paid a visit 
to this spot; which his ready pencil transmitted to his 
flketch-book in a manner tck> beautiful and faithful not 
to be foUowed up by a flmshed design. I send you a 

* An epitomised account of these civil commotions will be 
found in the Histoire Militaire des Docaim, par M. Richard 
Seguin ; a Fire, 1816 ; 12mo. of which work, and of its author, 
some notice will be taken in the following pages. 
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portion of this prettily grouped picture ; premising, 
that the woman to the right, in the foreground, hegged 
leave purposely to sit — or rather stand — for her por- 
trait. The artist, in a short time, was completely sur- 
rounded by spectators of his graphic skill. 
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The " Cheval Blanc'' — the name of the hotel at 
which I reside — should be rather called the " Cheval 
Noir for a more dark, dingy, and even dirty resi- 
dence, for a traveller of any nasal or ocular sensibility, 
can be rarely visited. My bed room is hung with 
tapestry; which, for aught I know to the contrary, 
may represent the daring exploits of Montgomery 
and Matignon : but which is so begrimed with filth 
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tihat dieie u no decyi^criiig the subjecto worked 

upon it 

On leaving the inn— and making yout" way to the 
top of the stoeet— 7«ia turn to the left ; but on looking 
down, again to the you obseirve, bdowryon, . tlie 
great high road leading to Caerif which has a'Boble 
appearance. Indeed, the manner in which this part of 
Nonnandy is intersected with the ^^rotUes royalei* 
cannot fiul to strike a stranger ; espedally as these 
roads run over hill and dale, amidst meadows, and or- 
chards, equally abundant in their respective harvests. 
The immediate yicinity of the town is as remarkable 
for its picturesque objects of scenery as for its high 
state of cultivation ; and a stroll upon the heights, in 
whatever part visited, will not iaai to repay you for 
the certain disappointment to be experienced within 
the streets of the town. Portions of tiie scenery, from 
these heights, are not unlike those in Derbyshire, 
about Matlock. There is plenty of rock, of shrubs, 
andof fom; while another Deruteni^ less turbid and 
miuddy» meanders bek»w. Thus much for a general^ 
but hasty sketch of the tovm of Vire. My next shall 
give you some detail of the interior of a few of the 
houses, of which I may be said to have hitherto onl^ 
contemplated the roofs* 

And yet I must not close my despatch without per- 
forming my promise about the Castle ; of which in- 
deed (as you will see by the subjoined miniataie view) 
only a sort of ruinous shell remains. Its age nay be 
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a little towaids <lie end of the ihirteentli century. The 
stone is of a deep reddish tint : and although what 
femains is only a pcvrtion of the keqt, yet I can never 
mqpposeit^ even in its state of original integrity, to have 
been of very capacious dimensions. Its site b most 
commanding. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY. MONSIEUR ADAM. MONSIEUR DE LA- 
BBMAVDIBBE. OLIVIER BA88EUII. If. S^GUIN. TBB 
FVBUC UftRABT. 

. It is a sad rainy day ; and having no temptation to 
Btir. abroad, I have shut myself up by the ode of a hujge 
wood file — (surrounded by tbe dingy tapestry, of which 
my last letter did not make very honourable mention) 
in a thoroughly communicative mood — to make you 
acquainted with all that has passed nnce my pievious* 
despatch. S^OOft^ and the S^lliUfmiailto be Ibe chief 
** burden of my present song !" You may remember, 
in my account of the public library at Caen, that some 
mention was made of a certain Olivuui Bassexjn — 
whom I designated as tfie dbunksn Barnabt t^Nor- 
mandy. Well, my fnend — I have been at length 
made happy, and comforted in the< extreme, by the 
poBsesdon of a copy of the Va/ud€im€$ of that said 
Olivier BasseBn — and from the hands, too, of one of his 
principal editors . . . Monsieur Lanon de Larenaudiere, 
Avocat, et Maire, de Tallevende-le-Petit. This copy 
I intend (as indeed I told the donor) for the beloved 
libraiy at Alihorp. But kt. me tdl my tale my own 
way. 
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Hard by the hotel of the Chemt Blanc, (the best, 

bad as it is — and indeed the only one in the town) lives 
a printer of the name of Adam. He is the prindpaly 
and the most respectable of his brethren in the same 
craft. After discoursing upon sundry desultory topics 
— ^and particularly examining the books of Education, 
among which I was both surprised and pleased to find 
the DMeh9 Muretus* — I expressed my regret at 
having travelled through so many towns of Normandy 
without meeting with one single copy of the Vaude- 
vires of Olivier Basselin for sale. It is not very sur- 
prising. Sir, since it is a privately printed book^ and 
was never intended for sale. The impression too is 

* ** Let DUHquei de Muret, traduitt en vert F¥wtfait,p&r 
Jug* A. Se vend k Vire, chez Adam imprimeuF-lib. An. 1809. 
The reader may not be displeased to have a spedflnen of the man- 
ner of rendering tliese difttichs into French yerse : 

1. 

Dam teaer es, Musm^ avidis base auribui hanri t 
Nec memori modd eonde aiiimo« sed et exprime ftctis. 

2. # 

Imprimis venerare Deum ; venerare parentes : • 
Bt linos ipsa boo tiU dat natnra parentum. 

&c. 

1. 

Jeune encare, 6 mmJSlt i pew ^ homme de bien, 
Ecouie, et dam ten emir grave eet eniretien, 

* * - • 

2. 

Sert, kemre le Dieu qui er4a tern let Stretf 
SeUJOe retpeetamm, tele docile h tee mOUret* 
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Tery limited. You know. Sir, ihat the book was pub- 
lished here — and — " Then I begin to be confident 
about obtaining it** — replied I. " Gently, Sir ; — 
femuned Monsieur Adam — it is not to be bought, 
even here. But do you know no one • • • ?" ^ Not a 
creature." " Well, Sir, take courage. You are an 
Englishman. One of its principal editors — a very gal« 
knt BibUomaniae—^ho is a great coUeetor and lover 
of the literature of your country — (here I picked up 
courage and gaiety of heart) lives in this town. He is 
President of the Tribunal. Go to him." Seeing me 
hesitate, in consequence of not having a letter of intro- 
duction— Ce n*e8t rien (said he) alles tout-drblt. II 
aime vos compatriotes ; et soyez persuade de Taccueil 
le plus favorable." Methought Monsieur Adam spake 
more eloquently than I had yet heard a Nonnan 
speak.* 

In two seconds I quitted his shop, (promising to re- 
turn with an account of my reception) and five minutes 
bfought me into the' presence of M<msieur Lanon de 
Larenaiidiere, Prudent du Tribunal, See. It is not 
possible for me to convey to you a notion of the warmth, 
cordiality, and joyousness of heart, that marked the 
reception which this gendemaa instantly gave me : and 
I win frankly own that I was as much abashed" -as 
ever our ancient friend Caxton had been— > in the 

* [Smsrtly snd ftUdtously reatesd by my trsmlstor Mens. 
Ucquet } " Jamais bouchs Normnde as m'Svsit psm plos 
quente que oelle de M. Adam." voL 9. p. S20.] 
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presence of his patroness the Duchess of Burgundy. I 

followed my new bibliomaniacal acquaintance rapidly 
up stairs ; and witness^ed, with extreme pleasure, a few 
bundles of books (some of them ElngUsh) lying uprni 
the wmdow seats of ihe first landing-place ; much after 
the fashion followed in a certain long, rambling, and 
antique residence, not quite three quarters of a mile 
from the towers of Westminster Abbey. 

On gmning the first floory mine host turned the keys 
of the doors of two contiguous rooms, and exclaimed, 
" VoiLA MA BiBLiOTHEQUE 1" The air of conscious 
triumph with which these words were uttered, delighted 
me infinitely; but my delight -was much increased on 
a leisurely survey of one of the prettiest, most useful, 
and commendable collections of books, chiefly in the 
department of the BellesF-Iiettrest which I had ever 
witnessed. Monsieur de Larenaudiere has a Hbrary of 
about 9000 volumes, of which eight hundred are Eng^ 
Uah But the owner is especially fond of poetiical. 
arcluBology ; in other words, of collecting every worI( 
which displays the progress of French and English 
poetry in the middle and immediately following ages ; 
and talks of Trouveurs and Troubadours with an en-. 

r 

thusiasm approaching to eztacy. Meanwhile he points 
his finger to our Warton, Ellis, Ritson, and Southey ; 

teUs you how dearly he loves them ; but yet leads you 
to conclude that he rather prefers Le Grand, Gin- 
gueidf Sismomih and Be^fnamnL Of the venerable 
living oracle in these smtters, the AbbI de la Rue, he^ 
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said he considered him as " un peu trop systematique.** 
In short, de Larenaudiere has almost a complete 
critical collection, in our tongoei upon the subject of 
okL poetry; and was most anxious and inquidtiTe 
about the present state of cultivation of that branch of 
literature in England : adding, that he himself medi- 
tated a work upon the French poetry of the xuth and 
zmth centuries. He said he thought his library might 
be worth about 25,000 francs : nor did I consider such 
a valuation overcharged. He talks rapidly, earnestly, 
and incessantly ; but he talks well: and spoke of the 
renown of a certain library in St» Jaimei% Pktee^ in a 
manner which could not fail to quicken the pulse and 
warm the blood of its Librarian. I concluded an in- 
terview of nearly two hours, by his compliance with 
my wish to dine with me on the following day ; although 
he was quite urgent in bargaining for the previous 
measure of my tasting his pdtage and volau vent. But 
the shortaess and constant occupation of my time 
would not allow me to accede to it. M» de Larenau« 
diere then went to a cabinet-like cupboard, drew forth 
an uncut copy, stitched in blue spotted paper, of his 
beloved Vaudenires of Olivibr Bassiun:* and pre- 

• The present seems to be the proper place to ^ve the reader 
some account of this once famous Bacchanalian poet. It is not 
often that France rests her pretensions to poi'tical celebrity upon 
such claims. Love, romantic adventures, gaiety of heart and of 
disposition, form the chief materials of her minor poems ; but 
we have here before us, in the person and productions of Olivier 
Bassslin, a rival to Anacrbov of old 3 to our own Richarj> 
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senting it to net added ** Coniervez le, pour Famour 
de moi." You may be assured that I received such a 

Bbaitbwait, VmeiMT BeuBim> and Thomas Mooaa. As tiib 
Tolume may not be of geoeial notoriety^ the reader oiay be pre- 
pared to receive an account of its contents with the greater rea- 
diness and satisfaction. First, then, of the life and occupations 
of OUyier Bassdin $ which, as Goujet has entirely passed over all 
notice of him, we can gather only firom the editors of the present 
edition of his works. Basselin appears to have been a f7ror> ; in 
otiier words, an inhabitant of the town of Vire. But he had a 
strangle propensity to rusticating, and preferred the immediate 
vicinity of Vire— its quiet little valleys, ronning streams, and 
rocky recesses^to a more and more distant residence. In 
such places, therefore, he carried with him his flasks of cider and 
his flagons of wine. Thither he resorted with his boon and 
merry companions/' and there he pourci forth his ardent and 
unpremeditated strains. These ''strains'' all savoured of the 
jovial propensities of their author { it being very rarely that ten- 
derness of sentiment, whether connected with friendship or love, 
is admitted into his compositions. He was the thorough-bred 
Anacreon of France at the close of the fifteenth century. 

The town of Vire, as the reader may have already had intima- 
tion, is the chief town of that department of Normandy called the 
BocAGE i and in this department few places hiue been, of old, 
more celebrated than the f^au.i' de f^ire ; on account of the num- 
ber of manufactories which have existed there from time imme- 
morial. It derives its name from two principal valleys, in the 
form of a T, of which the base (if it may be so called — ** jam- 
bage") rests upon the Place du Chateau de f ire. It is sufficiently 
contiguous to the town to be considered amon<,' the fauxbourgs. 
The rivers Plre and yire'ne, which unite at the bridge of Vaux, 
run somewhat rapidiy through the valleys. These rivers are 
flanked by manufactories of paper and cloth, which, from the 
xvth century, have been distinguished for their prosperous con- 
dition. Indeed, Bassslin himself was a sort of doth manufac- 
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present in the most gradods manner I was capable of 

— but instantly and honestly added — " permettez qu'il 
soit depose dans la bibliotheque de Milord S • • • ? 

C*est la mdme chose** — ^rejcnned he ^ and ghdng me 
the address of the public librarian, we separated m the 
most cordial manner tiU the morrow. 

turer. In this valley he psMed his life in fulling bis cloths, and 
*' In composing those gay and delightful songs which are OOD- 
tldned in the volume under consideration." Discours Pr(flimt- 
noire, p. 17, &c. Olivier Basselin is the parent of the title FaU' 
deo i re « w hich has since been corrupted into Vaudeville. From 
the observation of his critics^ Basselin appears to have been 
the Father of Bacchanalian Poetrt in France . He freqaented 
public festivals, and was a welcome guest at the tables of the 
rich ; where the Vaudevire was in such request, that it is sup- 
posed to have superseded the " Conte, or Fabliau, or the Chanson 
d* Amour."* p. xvig : 

Sor ce pobt-ld, soyez tranqdUe : 
Nos neveux, j'6n suis bien oertaiD^ 
Se sonriendront de Basse lin, 
Perejejfeum du t^wdewUe s p. xzig . 

Iprooeedtosabmhafewflpedmens of the muse of this aodent 



* The hosty at these public and private festivals, usually called 
upon some one to recite or sing a song, chiefly of an amatory or 
chivahKms character ; and tlus custom prevailed more particularly 
in Normandy than in other parts of fVance : 

Usaige est en Nonnandie, 
Que qui hebergiei est qu'il die 
Fsble 6u Chanson h son oste. 

See the authorities cited at page xv, of this Discours pr^Bmi* 
naire. 
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I posted back to Monrieuv Adam, the pxmter and 
bookseller, and held aloft my blue-covered copy of 
the Vaudevires as an. unquestionable proof of the 

Anacreon of Frapce » and must aeetnarily begin with a few of 
those that are chiefly Of a bacchanalian q;aality. 

FAUDEFIRE II. 

AyjmT le doz an feu et le ventre h. la tabic, 
Estaat parm'i les pots pleins de vin d^ctable, 

Ainu comme ung poiilet 
Je ne me laisseray morir de la p^e» 
Qnuit en debvroye avoir la face eramoiile 

Et le nez violet. 

Quant mon nez devendra de couleur rouge ou perse, 
Porteray les couleurs que ch^rit ma mtutresse. 

Le via rent le teint beau. 
Vault-il pas mieulx avoir la couleur rouge et vive, 
Riche de beaulx rubis, que si pasle et ch6tive 

Ainsi qu'uug beuveur d'eau. 

rAUDEFIRE XJ, 

Cbrtbs hoc viuum est bonus : 
Du maulvais latin ne nous chaille, 
Se bien congru n'estoit ce jus, 
Le tout ne vauldroit rien que vaille. 
Escolier j'appris que bon vin 
Aide bien au maulvais latin* 

Cestb sentence praticquant, 
De latin je n'en appris gubre ; 
Y peasant estre assez s^avant, 
Puisque bon vin umoye Ik boire. 
Loisqne maulTais vhi on a ben, 
Latin n'est bon, fint-U congru. 
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successful result of my visit to Monsieur La Renau* 
diere. 

Fy du latin, parlons frantjois, 
Je m'y recongnois davantaige. 
Je vueil boire une bonne fois. 
Car voicy ung maistre breuvaige ; 
Certes se j*en beuvoye soubvent, 
Je deviendroye fort ^oquent. 

VAUDEVIRE XXJI. 



He! qii'avons-uoiis affure 
Du Turc ny du Sophy« 
Don don. * 
Pourveu que j'aye a boire, 
Des grandeurs je dis fy, 
Don don. 
Trincque, Seigneur, le vin cat bon ; 
Hoc acuit ingenium. 

Qui songe en vin on vigne, 
Est ung prdsaige heureux, 

Don don. 
Le vin a qui r^chigne 
Rent le cceur tout joyeuz, 
Don don. 
Trincque, Seigneur, le vin est bon : ' 
Hoc acuit ingenium. 
&c. 

The poetry of Basselin is almost wholly devoted to the celebra- 
tion of the physical effects of wine upon the body and animal 
spirits; and the gentler emotions of the tender p.4ssio.v are 
rarely described in his numbers. In consequence, he has not 
invoked the Goddess of Beauty to associate with the God of 
Wine: to : \ " I 

VOL, I. U 
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Leaving the precious cargo with him, and telling 
him that I purposed immediately visiting the pablic 

" Drop from her myrtle one leaf in his bowl j" 

or, when he does Tentare to introduce the society of s female» it 
is done after the following iashion^wluch discovers however an 
extreme f^idlity and melody of ihythm. The burden of the song 
seems wonderfinlly accordant with a Bacchanalian note. 

FAUDEFIRE XIX, 



En ung Jardin d*ombnige tont covverl^ 
An chaud dn joar» ay treinr^ Madalaine* 
Qui pr^ Is^i^ d'ung sicomone vert 
Dormoit an bort d'one dure fontaine) 
Son lit estolt de thin et marjolaine. 
Son tetin finds n'estoit pas bien cachd : 

D'amonr touchft, 
Poor contempler sa beauts sonvendne 
Incontinent je m'en suys approcb^ 

Sns, snSf qu'on se rasveille, 

Voiey vin exeellent 

Qoi faict kfer PoreiUe ; 

n ftlct rool qni n'en prent. 

Je n'eus pouvoir, si belle la Toyant, 
De m'abstenir de baizotter sa bouche ; 
Si bien qu'enfin la belle s'esveillant. 
Me regardant avec ung ssil farouche. 
Me dit ces mots ; Biberon, ne me tonche, 
Belle fillette ^ son aize ne couche 
AvMni ceby qni ne fiiict qa'ymngner, 
Iec &c. 

The preceding extrscts iHO snffice. TMs is a volume in every 
respect interesting — both to the literary antiquary and to the 
Book-Collector. A raw xditiom of this work has appeared 
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library, he seemed astonished at my eagerness about 
books — ^and asked me if I had ever published any 
thing MUograpIueal ? " Car enfin, MoDsieur, la plus? 
port des Virois ne savent rien de la literature angloise" 
— concluded he . . . But I bad just witnessed a splendid 
exception to this sweeping clause of censure. I then 
aenght the residence of the Abb6 Du Mortueux, the 
public librarian. That gentleman was from home, at 
a dinner party. I obtained information of the place 
where he might be found ; and considering lioft o'clock 
to be rather too early an hour (even in France) to dis- 
turb a gentleman during the exercise of so important 
a function, I strolled in the neighbourhood of the 
street, where he was regaUag^ for a full hour and half : 
when, at the expiration of thai time, I yentured to 
knock at the door of a very respectable mansion, and 
to enqmre £u the bibliographicai Abbe. " He is here> 
Sir, and has just done dinner* May I give him yoiit 
name ?" " I am a stranger : an Englishman ; who^ 
on the recommendation of Monsieur Larenaudiere» 
wishes to see the public library. But I will oall agaio 
in about an* hour.** By no means; by no means t 
the Abbe will see you immediately." And forthwith 
appeared a very comely, tall, and respectable-looking 
genllemani mth his hair en plein costume, both as to 
form and powder. Indeed I bad rarely before wi& 
nessed so prepossessing a figure. His salutation and 

under the editorial csre of M. Louis Dubois, published at CSsen ia 
1881, 8vo. oMnsUe at • very moderate price. 
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address were most gracious and winning ; and he told 
me that I had nothing to do but. to accompany him to 
die place which I wished to .visit Without even 
returning to his friends, he took his hat— >and in one 
minute, to my surprise, I found myself in the street 
with the Abbe de Mortueux, in the high way to the 
Public Library. In our way thither our discourse 
was constant and unrestrained. You appear here. 
Monsieur TAbbe, to be partial to literature ; . . but 
allow me first to congratulate you on the beautifiil 
environs of your town.** " For literature in general, 
we are pretty well disposed. In regard to the beauties 
of the immediate neighbourhood of Vire, we should 
be unworthy inhabitants indeed, if we were not sen- 
sible of them." In five minutes we reached the Li- 
brary. 

The shutters of the room were fastened, but the 
worthy Abbe opened them in a trice ; when I saw, for 
the first timie in Normandy, what appeared to be a 
genuine, old, unmutilated, unpillaged library. The 
room could be scarcely more than twenty-two feet 
■qnare* I went instantly to work, with eyes and hands, 
in the ardent hope, and almost fuD persuasion, of find- 
ing something in the shape of a good, old, Gre^k or 
Roman Classic, or French Chronicle^ or Romance. 
But, alas, I looked, and handled the tomes in vain I 
The history of the library is this : — The founder was 
a Monsieur Pichon ; who, on being taken prisoner 
by the English, at the capture of Louisburg in 1768^ 
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resided a long time in England under tbe^name of 

Tyrrel, and lived in circumstances of respectability 
and even of opulence. There — whether on the dis- 
persion of the libraries of our Meads» Foulkes , and 
Rawlinsons, I know not — ^he made his collection ; took 
his books over with him to Jersey, where he died in 
1780 : and bequeathed them, about 3000 in number, 
to bis natiye town of Vire. M. du Mortueux, who 
gaye me these particulars, has drawn up a little memo- 
rial about Pichon. His portrait, executed by an English 
artist, (whilst he Uved among us) adorns the library!; 
with which I hope it will go down to a distant and 
grateful posterity. The colouring of this portrait is 
&ded : but it is evident that Monsieur Pichon had an 
expressive and sensible physiognomy. 

Wonderful to relate, this collection of books was 
untouched during the Revolution ; while the neigh- 
bouring library of the Cordeliers was ransacked with^ 
out mercy. But I regret to say that the books in the 
cupboards are getting sadly damp. Do not expect any 
thing very marvellous in the details of this collection ; 
The old-fashioned library doors, of wood, are qmte m 
character with what they protect Among the earlier 
printed books, I saw a very bad copy of Sweijniieijm 
and Pannartz's edition of the De Civitate Dei of St* 
Austin, of the date of 1470 ; and a large folio of Ge* 
ring*8 impression of the Sermons of Leonard de Uthso 
printed about the year 1478. This latter was rather a 
fine book* A little black-letter Latin Bible by Froben, 
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of tibe date of 1495^ Munefwluit tempted me ; but. I 
eoald not resist asking, in a manner half seriom and 

half jocose, whetlier a napoleon would not secure me 
the possession of a fnqnant little volume of black4etter 
tracts^ printed by my old friend Guido Mereator?^ 
The Abbe smiled : observing — " mon ami, on fait voir 
les livres ici ; on les Ut meme : mais on ne les vend 
pas." I felt the force of this pointed reply : and was 
iwsolved never again to ask an £edesiastic to part indi 
a black-letter volume, even though it should be printed 
by " my old friend Guido Mercator.*' 

•Seeing there was very httle more deserving of inves- 
tigation, I enquired of my amiable guide about the 
** Library of the Cordeliers," of which he had just 
made mention. He told me that it consisted chiefly 
of caaon and civil law, and had been literally almost 
destroyed^ that he had -contrived however to secure a 
great number of " rubbishing theological books," (so he 
called them !) which he sold for three som a piece*— 
and with -the produce of which he bought many excel- 
lent works for the library. I should like to have bad 
the sifting of this " theological rubbish I" It remained 
only to thank the Abbe most heartily for bis patient 
enduranoe of my questions and searehes, and particu^ 
larly to apologise for bringing him from his surround- 
ing friends. He told me, beginning with a " soyez 

• Some account of this printer, together with a fac-simile of 
his device, may be seen in the Bibliogrophical Decameron, vol. IL 
p. 83-6. 
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tranquflle," that the matter was not worth either a 
thought or a syllable ; and ere we quitted the library, 
fae bade me observe die written entries of llie mHnben 
of students who came -daily thither to read. There 
were generally (lie told me) from fifteen to twenty 
** hard at it" — ^and I saw the names of not fewer than 
mnety'4wo who aspired to the honour and pririlege of 
having access to the Bibltotheca Pichoniana. 

For the third time, in the same day, I visited Mon- 
sieur Adam ; to carry away, Hke a bibliomaniacal Jasoo^ 
ihe fleece I had secured. I saw there agrave, stoat 
gentleman — ^who saluted me on my entrance, and who 
was introduced to me by Monsieur A. by the name of 
SiouiK. He had been waiting (he said) full three 
quarters of an hour io see me, and concluded by ob- 
serving, that, although a man in business, he had as- 
pired to the honour of authorship. He had written, 
in fact, two rather interesting — but wretchedlyt and 
incorrectly printed— duodecimo volmnes, relating to 
the BocAGE,* in the immediate vicinity of Vire ; and 
was himself the sole vender and distributer of his pub- 
lications. On my expressing a wish to possess .tbese 

♦ The first publication is entitled " Essai sur PHutoire de 
Vlitdustrie du Bocage en G^n6'al ei de U yUie de Hre sa capitale 
e» parliculier, Sfc** Par M. Richard Seguin. A Fire, ches 
Adam, Imprimeur, an IS 10, 12mo. It is not improbable that I 
Biay have been the only importer of this useful and crowdedly- 
psged duodeciiDO volome $ which presents us with so varied .and 
uumated a picture of the manners, customs^ tnuleSp aad oceiips- 
tions of the Bocaini and the Virois. 



books, he quitted the premises, and begged I would 
wait his return with a copy or two of them. While he 
was gone, M. Adam took the opportunity of telling me 
ibat he was a rich^ respectable tradesman ; but that, 

having said some severe things of the manufactures of 
Vire in his ^rsi publication^* relating to the civil 

* I subjoin an extract which relates to the 

Dasss AND Ghabactbb op the Wokbw. 

" Quant an costumb dbs femhes d'aijonrd'hui, comme 11 
fimdndt nn Tolnme entier pour le d^crire, je n'ai pas le courage 
de m'engager dans ce labyrinte de ridicules et de friyoUt^. Ce 
que J'en dirai seulement en ginM, c'est qu'autant'les femmes 
du temps pass^, etaient d^centes et chastes, et ae iSnsaient gloire 
d'etre graves et modestes^ autant celles de notre si^de mettent 
tout en csurre pour paraitre cyniques et Toluptueuses. Nous ne 
tommes plus au temps oh les plus grandes dames se iUsaient 
honneur de porter la coidAi^re.* Leurs habillemens Etaient 
anssilarges et fenn^, que celui des femmes de nos jours sont 
ouverts et l^rs, et d'une finesse que les formes du corps, au 
molndre mouvement, se desslnent, de manib^ h ae laisser lien 
ignorer. A peine se couvrent-elks le sein d*nn ?oOe transparent 
tr^l^r ou de je ne sais quelle palatine qi^elles nomment points 
hp jour, qui, en courraot tout, ne cache rien ; en sorte que si elles 
n*£talent pas tons leurs charmes 'k ddcouvert, c^est que les 
hommes les moins scrupuleux, qw se contentent de les persiller, 
en seraient r^rolt^i tout-k-iait. D'ailleurs, c*est que ce n*e8t pes 
encore la mode ; plusieurs poussent mtoe I'impudence jusqu'h 
venir daos nos temples sans coiSUre, les cheveuz h6riss6i comme 
des furies ; d'autres, par une biaarrerie qu'on ne pent expUquer 

• ** Geinture alors regard^ eomme le symbole de la conti- 
nciUce. La reinc de France en d<^corait les femmes titr^ dont 
la conduite €tait irr^prochable." Hiit, de k r^n* de Bretegne a 
to F)ranee par i'aU^ IraU, 
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bistory of the Bocains, his townsmen sharply resented 
what they considered as reflections thrown out against 

se d<5pouilleiit, autant qu'il est en leur pouvoir, des marques de 
leur propre sexe, scmbleut rougir d'etre femmes^ et deviennent 
ridicules en voulant paraitre demi-hommes. 

" Apr^s avoir dcshonord Thabit des feniraes, elles ont encore 
voulu prostituer celui des iiommes. On les a vues adopter suc- 
cessivement les chapeaux, les redingotes, les vestes, les gilets, les 
bottes et jusqu'aux boutons. Enlin si, au lieu de jupons, elles 
avaient pu s'accommoder de I'usage de la culotte, la metamor- 
phose dtait complette ; mais elles ont prdf^rd les robes lra!nantes ; 
c'est doinmage que la nature ne leur ait donnd une troisi^e 
main, qui leur serait necessaire pour tcnir cette longae queue, 
qui souvent patrouille la bone ou balaye la poiusl^« PJftt a 
Dieu que les anciennes lois fusscnt encore en vi^fueur, oucenx et 
celles qui portaient des liabits indecent ^-taient obli<r(:.s d'aller & 
Rome pour en obtenir I'absolution, qui ne pouvait leur 6tre ac- 
cord6e que par le souverain pontife, &c. 

" Les femmes du Bocage, et sur-tout les Viroises, Joi^ent A 
un esprit vif et enjoud les qualit<?s du corps les plus estimables. 
Blondes et brunes pour Ic plus irrand nombre, elles sont de la 
moyenne taille, mais bien forrat'es : elles ont le teint frais et 
fleuri, I'oeil vif, le visaj^e vermeil, la demarche leste, un air ^toff^ 
et tres eldgantes dans tout leur maintien. Si on dit avec raison 
que les Bayeusines sont belles, les fillcs duBocage, qui sont leurs 
voisines, ne leur cedent en aucune manibre, car en g^n^ral le 
sang est trt^-beau en ce pays. Quant aux talens spirituels, elles 
les poss^dent k un d^grd eminent. Elles parlcnt avec aisance, 
ont le rcpartie prompte, et outre les soins du manage, ou elles 
excellent de telle sorte qu'il n'y a point de contr<Ses ou il y ait 
plus de linge, elles entendent h merveille, et font avec suoc^ 
tout le iUVdW du commerce." p. 238. 

These passages, notwithstanding the amende honorable of the 
concluding paragraph, raised a storm of indignation against the 
unsuspecting author I Nor can we be surprised at it. 
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then; and M. Segsm was tdd lihat perhaps his par- 
sonal safety was endangered ! . . . He wanted not a 

This publication is really filled with a great variety of curioiis 
historical detail — throiijj^hout which is ioterspersed much that 
relates to " romaunt lore" and romantic adventures. The civil 
warn between Montgomery and Matignon form alone a very 
important and interesting portion of the volume ; and it is evi- 
dent that the author has exerted himself with equal energy and 
anxiety to do justice to both parties — except that occasionally he 
betrays his antipathies against the Hugonots.* I will quote the 
concluding passage of this work. There may be at least half a 
score readers who may think it .something more than merely hli* 
torically curious ; 

** Je finini dftnc iei aioa Histoire. Je n*ai point parU d*un 
grand noinbre des ftatB d'armeset d'actions glorieuses, qui sesont 
pass^ dani la guerre de VSnd^pendance des Etats-Unis d'Ami- 
rique oil braucoup de Bocains ont eu part ; mais men principal 
deasein a iti de traiter des guerres qui ont eu lieu dans le Bo- 
cage ; ainsi je crois avoir atteint mon but, qui £tait d'^rire I'His- 
toire JiiliUdre des Bocains par des f^ts et non par des phrases, 
je ue peux cependant omettre une circonstance glorieuse pour k 
Bocage j &eBi la visite que le boa et infortund Louis XVI. fitanz 
Bocains en 1786. Cc grand Monarqne dont les vues ^tident jnissi 
sages que profondes^ avail f^dn de faire construire le beau Port 
de Cherbourg, oumge vralment Royal, qui est une des plus 
nobles entreprises qui aient 6U bites depuis Torigine de U Mo- 
narehie. Les Bocains sentirent I'avantage d'un si grand bienfidt. 
LeRoi Tenant visiter les tniTaiu^.fiit acciu^li 
siasme presqu'imposslble k dicrixe, ainsi que les Ptinces qui I'ae- 



• "Les soldats Huguenots commircnt dans cette occasion, 
toutes sortes de cruaut^s, d'infamies et de sacrileges, jusqu*^ 
mtlar les Saintes Hosties avec Pavoine qu'ils donnaient k leurs 
chevaux : mais Dieu permit qu'ils n'en voulurent pas manger." 
p. 369. 
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•tfeend hint—but fled firom home wiih preeipitancy : 

and in his absence the populace suspended his effigy, 
and burnt it before the door of his house. This, liow- 
ever, did not eeal the ardour of authorship in M. 8e- 
gttin« He set about publishing his mUUary history of 
the Bocains ; and in the introductory part took occa- 
sion to retort upon the violence of his persecutors* 
To return to M. Seguin. In about ten minutes he 
appeared, with two copies in his hand — which I pur- 
chased, I thought dearly, at five francs each volume ; 
or a napoleon for the four books. After the adven- 
tures of this day, I need hardly tell you that I TeUshed 
a -substantial dinner at a late hour, and that I was well 
satisfied with Vire. 

Yesterday M. de Larenaudiere made good his en- 
gagement and dined widi me at Ave, in the salle k 
manger. This is a large inn ; and if good fare de- 

compagnaient. Sa inarche rassemblait k iin triomphe. Les 
peuples accouraiciit cn foule du fond des canipagnes, etbordaient 
la route, faisaiit retcntir Ics airs de chants d'aldgresse ct des cris 
millions de fois r«5p(^'les de Vive le Roi ! Musique, Processions, 
Arcs de triomphe, Chemins joncbt-s de fleurs ; tout fut prodigud. 
Les villes de Caen, de Bayoux, de Saint-Lo, de Carentan, de 
Valognes, se surpass^rent dans cette occasion, pour prouver h S. 
M. leur amour et leur reconnaissance ; mais ricn ne fut plus bril- 
lant que I'entr^e de ce grand Roi k Cherbourg. Un peuple im- 
mense, le clerg^, toute la noblesse dupays, le son des cloches, le 
bruit du canon, les acclamations universelles prouv^rent an Mo- 
narque mieux encore que la pompe toute Royale et les fStes mag- 
nifiques que la ville ne cessa de lui donner tous les jours, que les 
cceurs de tous les Bocains dtaient A lui." p. 428. 



Digitized by Google 



304 



VIB£, 



pended upon the number and even elegance of female 

cooks, the traveller ought to expect the very best at 
the C/ieval Blanc. The afternoon was so inviting — 
and my guest having volunteered his services to con- 
duct me to the most beautiful points of view in the 
immediate neighbourhood — that we each seemed to vie 
with the other in quickly dispatching what was placed 
before us; and within thirty-five minutes, from the 
moment of sitting down, we were in the outskirts of 
Vire. Never shall I forget that aflernoon*s ramble. 
The sun seemed to become more of a golden hue, and 
the atmosphere to increase in clearness and serenity. 
A thousand little songsters were warbling in the full- 
leaved branches of the trees ; while the mingled notes 
of the bkmehisseuset and the milk-maids, near the 
banks of the rippling stream below, reached us in a 
sort of wild and joyous harmony— as we gazed down 
from the overhanging heights. The meadows were 
spotted with sheep, and the orchards teemed with the 
coming fruit. You may form some notion of the value 
of this rich and picturesque scenery, when I tell you 
that M. de Ijarcnaudiere possesses land, in the imme- 
diate vicinity of Vire, which lets x>er acre at the rate of 
6/. 6#. English. My guide was all gaiety of heart, and 
activity of step. I followed him through winding paths 
and devious tracks, amidst coppice>wood and fem« 
not however till I had viewed, from one particular 
spot upon the heights, a most commanding and inte- 
resting panorama of the town of Vire. 
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In our perambulation, we discoursed of English poe- 
try ; and I found that Thomson was as great a favou- 
rite with my guide as with the rest of his countrymen. 
Indeed he frankly told me that he had translated him 
into French verse, and intended to publish his transla- 
.tion. I urged him to quote specimens ; which he did 
with a readiness and force, and felicity of version, that 
quite delighted me. He thoroughly understands the 
original ; and in the description of a cataract^ or moun- 
tain torrent, from the Summer, he appeared to me 
almost to surpass it. My guide then proceeded to 
quote Young and Pope, and delivered his opinion of 
.our two great Whig and Tory Reviews. He said he 
preferred the politics and vivacity of the Edinburgh^ 
but thought the Quarierly more instructive and more 
carefully written. " Enfin (he concluded) j'aime infi- 
niment votre gouvernement, et vos ecrivains ; mais 
j'aime moins le peuple Anglois." I replied that, he had 
at least very recently shewn an exception to this opi- 
nion, in his treatment of one among this verij people. 

C'est une autre chose" — replied he briskly, and laugh- 
ingly — vous alles voir deux de vos compatriotes, qui 
sont mes intimes, et vous en serez bien content !** So 
,8aying,.we continued our route through a delightful 
.avenue of beech-trees, upon the most elevated part 
withmthe vicinity of the town; and my companion 
bade me view from thence the surrounding country. 
Jt was rich and beautiful in the extreme ; and with 
.perfect truth, I must say, resembled much more strongly 
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the generality of our own scenery than what I had 
hitherto witnessed in Normandy. But the sun was 
beginning to cast his shadows broader and broadeiv 
and where was the residence of Monsieur and Madame 

It was ahnost close at hand. We. reached it in a 
quarter of an Kouv — but the inmates were unhickily 
from home. The house is low and long, but respect 
able in appearance both within and without. The 
i^roach to it is through a pretty copse, tenmnated 
by a garden ; and the surrounding grounds ave rather 
tastefully laid out. A portion of it indeed had been 
trained into something in the shape of a labyrinth ; in 
the centre of which was a rocky seat, embedded as it 
were in moss — end from which some fine glimpses 
were caught of the surrounding country. The fra- 
grance from the orchard trees, which had not yet quite 
shed their, blossoms, was perfectly delicious; w^le 
the s^hiess of eveiung added to the peculiar harmony 
of the whole. We had scarcely sauntered ten minutes 
before Madame arrived. She had been twelve years 
in France, and spoke her own knguage so Imperfeotly, 
or rather so unintelligibly, that I begged of her to 
resume the French. Her reception of us was^ mpst 
iKMpitable : but we declined cakes and wine, on ao- 
eoint of the lateness of the hour. She told us that 
her husband was in possession of from fourscore to a 
hundred acres of the most productive land ; and re- 
gretted that he was fren home, o» a visit to a be^^ 
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bouring gentleman ; assuring us^ if we could stay, that 
he would be heartily glad to see us — " especially any 
of his countrymen, when introduced by Monsieur de 
Larenaudiere." It was difficult to say who smiled and 
bowed with the greater complacency, at this double- 
shotted compliment. I now pressed our retreat home> 
wards. We bade this agreeable lady fareweU, and 
returned down the heights, and through the devious 
paths by which we had ascended^ 

While talk of various kind deceived the road. 

A more aetife and profitable day has not yet been de- 
voted to NoTDMn objects, whether of art oir of nature. 

To morrow I breakfast with my friend and guide, and 
immediately afterwards push on for Falaise. A ca- 
briolet is hiredr but doubts are entertained respecting 
the practicabffity of the route. My next epistle will 
be therefore from Falaise — where the renowned Wil- 
liam the Conqueror was born, whose body we left 
entombed at Caen. The day n clearing up ; and I 
yet hofe fox u stroU upon the site of the castle. 
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LETTER XIX. 

D£PARTURB FROM TIBS. CONDlft* PONT OUILLT. AR- 
RIVAL AT FALAISE. HOTEL OF THE GRAND TURC. 
THE CASTLE OF FALAISE. BIBLIOMAMIACAL IMTEB- 
TIBW. 

FalaUe* 

Here I am — or rather, here I have Keen — ^my most 
excellent friend, for the last four days — and from 
hence you will receire probably the last despatch from 
Normandy — from the " land (as I told you in my 
first epistle) of " castles, churches, and ancient chi- 
valry." An old, well-situated, respectably-inhabited, 
and even flourishing, town — ^the birth-place too of our 
renowned first William: — weather, the most serene 
and inviting — and hospitality, thoroughly hearty, and 
after the English &shion : — ^these have all conspired to 
put me in tolerably good spirits. My health, too, thank 
God, has been of late a little improved. You wish 
me to continue the thread of my narrative unbroken ; 
and I take it up therefore from the preparation for 
my departure from Vire. 

I breakfasted, as I told you I was about to do, with 
my friend and guide Mons. de Larenaudiere ; who had 
prepared quite a sumptuous repast for our participa^ 
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tion. Coffee, eggs, sweetmeats, cakes, and all the 
comfortable paraphernalia of an inviting breakfast- 
table, convinced us that we were in weU-fumished and 
respectable quarters. Madame did the honours of 
the meal in perfectly good taste; and one of the 
loveliest children I over saw — a lad, of about five or 
six years of age — with a profusion of hair of the most 
delicate quality and colour, gave a sort of joyous cha- 
racter to our last meal at Vire. The worthy host 
told me not to forget him, when I reached my own 
country and that, if ever business or pleasure brought 
me again Into Normandy, to remember that the Maire 
de Tallevende-le-Petit would be always happy to re- 
new his assurances of hospitality. At the same time,- 
he entreated me to pay attention to a list of English 
books which he put into my hands ; and of which he 
stood considerably in need. We bade farewell in the 
true English fashion^ by a hearty shake of the hands | 
and, mounting our volture, gave the signal for depar- 
ture. Au plaisir de vous revoir !" — 'till a turning of 
the carriage deprived us of the sight of each other. 
It is not easy — and I trust it is not natural — ^for me to 
forget the last forty-eight hours spent in the Interesfe- 
ing town of Vire ! 

* [Only om letter has ptased between us since my departure ; 
and that enables me to subjoin a fae-simile of its author's mto- 
graph. 
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Onr route to iStoB place was eqiiaUy grand and expe- 
rimental; grand, as to the width of the road, and 
beauty of the surrounding country — but experimentali 
inasmuch as a part of the route toy die had been broken 
up, and rendered wholly impassable for carriages of 
any weight. Our own, of its kind, was sufficiently 
light ; with a covering of close wicker-work, painted 
after the fiishion of some of our bettermost tilted carts. 
One Norman horse, in ftill condition of flesh, with an 
equal portion of bone and muscle, was to convey us to 
this place, which cannot be less than twenty-two good 
long English miles from Vire. The carriage had no 
springs ; and our seat was merely suspended by pieces 
of leather fastened at each end. At Conde, about one- 
third of the distance^ we baited, to let both man and 
horse breathe oyer ibeir dinners; while, strolling 
about that prettily situated little town, we mingled 
^ith the inhabitants, and contemplated the various 
&ees (it being market^ay) with no ordinary degree of 
gratification. Amidst the bustle variety of the 
scene, our ears were greeted by the air of an itinerant 
ballad-singer : nor will you be displeased if I send you 
a copy of it: — since it is gratifying to find any thing 
Eke a return to the good old times of the sixteenth 
century. 

VIVS LB ROI, YIV£ L'AMOUR. 

FRAV901S Fkmier, notu cUt rhistoire, 
Etoit la ftenr des Chevaliers, 
VrhB d'Etampes auz champs de gloire 
U recneilUt myrtes et knirien ; 
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Sa raidtresse toujoura fidUe, ^ 
Le payant d'un tendre retour, 
Lui chantant cette ritouimelle ; 
Fwe le Em, vine I* Amour. 

Hbnbi, des piiooes le mod^» 
Ton souvenir est dans nos cosnrs. 

Par la charmante Gabrielle 
Ton front fut couronn^ de Hears; 
De la Ligue domptant la ni|^ 
Tu 8U8 triompher loiir-lk-toiir> 
Par ta cl^iicnce et ton courage : 
ywe le Jioi, eioe PAmonir, 

Amant chiri de la Valli^re, 
Des ennemis noble Tainquear, 

Louis savoit combattre et phure, 
Gttid^ par P Amour et Phonnenr; 
A son retour de la Victoire» 
Entour^ d'une aimable cour, 
II entendoit ce cri de gloiret 
¥we le Bm, vice fAmonnr. 
&e* 

There was a freabness of tint, and a comelinesa of 
appearance, among the bourgeoises and common peo^. 

pie, which were not to be eclipsed even by the belles 
of Coutances. Our gar9on de poste and his able- 
bodied quadruped having each properly recruited 
themseWeSi we set ibrward— by preference— to walk 
up the very long and somewhat steep hill which rises 
on the other side of Conde towards Foni OuiUy — in 
the route hither* Perhaps this was the most conside- 
lEbk ascent we had mpunted on foot« since we had 
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left Rouen. The view from the Bummit richly repaid 
the to9 of using our legs. It was extensive, fruitful, 
and variegated ; but neither rock nor mountain sce- 
nery ; nor castles, nor country seats; nor cattle, nor 
the passing traveHer^served to mark or to animate it* 
It was still, pure nature, upon a vast and rich scale : 
and as the day was fine, and my spirits good, I was 
resolved to view and to admire. 

Pont Ouilly lies in a hollow ; with a pretty winding 
river, which seems to run through its centre. The 
surrounding hills are gently undulating ; and as we 
descended to the Inn, #e observed, over the opposite 
side of the town, upon the summit of one of the hiDs, 
a long procession of men and women — headed by an 
ecclesiastic, elevating a cross— who were about to cele- 
brate, at some lit^ distance, one of their annual festi- 
vals. The effect — as the procession came in contact 
with a bright blue sky, softened by distance — was un- 
commonly picturesque . • but the day was getting on 
&st, and there was yet a considerable distance to per- 
form, — while, in addition, we had to encounter the 
most impassable part of the road. Besides, I had not 
yet eaten a morsel since I had left Vire. > Upon hold*- 
ing a consultation, thereibre, it was resolved to niake 
for the inn, and to dine there. A more sheltered, rural,* 
spot cannot be conceived. It resembled very many of 
Aie snug scenes in South Wales. Indeed the whole 
country was of a character similar to many parts of 
Monmouthshire; although with a miserable draw-back 



Digitized by Google 



VIRE TO FALAISE. 



313 



in respect to the important feature of wood. Through 
Ifae whole of Nonnandyy yon misB those Kxaod and 
0¥enhadowing masses of oak, which give to Mon- 
mouthshhe, and its neighbouring county of Glocester, 
ihat rich and miyestic appearance which so decidedly 
marks the character of those counties* However^ we 
4ure now at the inn at Pont OuiHy. A dish of riyeir 
fish, gudgeons, dace^ and percb^ was speedily put in 
requisition. Good wine, " than which France could 
boast DO better !" and a roast fowl, which the daughter 
of the hostess ** knew how to dress to admiration** . . 
was all that this humble abode could afford us." But 
we were welcome:* — that is» upon condition that we 
paid our reckoning . , 

The dinner would be ready in a " short half hour.'* 
Mr. Lewis, went to the bridge, to look around, for the 
purpose oi ezercismg his pencil: wlule I sauntered 
more immediately about the house. Within fire mi- 
nutes a well-looking, and even handsome, young wo- 
man — of an extremely fair complexion — her hair cut 
ck>se behind — ^her &ce almost smolhered in a white 
cap which seemed of crape— end habited in a deep 
black — passed quickly by me, and ascended a iiight of 
steps, leading to the door of a very humble mansiom 
She smiled graciously at the mtbergUie as die passed 
her, and quickly disappeared. On enquiry, I was told 
that she was a nun, who, since the suppression of the 
■convent to which she had belonged, earned her liveli- 
hood by teaching some of (lie more respectable ehil- 
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dren in the village. She had just completed her twen- 
tieth year* I was nov addressed by a taU, blofi^ 
shabby-looking man-*who soon led me to understand 
that he was master of the inn where my " suite" was 
putting up ; — that I had been egregiously deceived 
about the nature of the road—for that it was totally 
impossible for one horse— even the very best in Nor- 
mandy — (and where will you find better ? added he, 
parenthetically — as I here give it to you) to perform 
the journey with such a Toiture and such a w^ght of 
luggage behind.^ I was struck equally with amaae- 
ment and woe at this intelligence. The unpitying 
landlord saw my consternation. " Hark you« sir • • 
(rejoined he) if you nuui reach Falaise this evemng, 
diere is only one method of doing it. You must have 
another horse" " Willingly," I replied. " Yes, sir — 
but you can have it only upon one condition." What 
is that ?" 1 have some little business at Falaise my- 
self. Allow me to strap about one hundred weight of 
loaf-sugar at the back of your conveyance, and I 
myself will be your, garden de poste thither." I own I 
thought him about the most impudent fellow I had yet 
seen in Normandy : but there was no time for resis- 
tance. Necessity compelled acquiescence. Accord- 
ingly^ the dumer bemg dispatched — ^which, though 
good, was charged at six francs a4iead~we prepared 
for our departure. 

But . judge of my surprise and increased constema- 
4ion, when the fellow ordered forth a little runt of a 
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quadruped — in the shape of a horse — which was 
hardly higher than the lower part of the chest of the 
animal which brought us firom Y ire ! I remonstrated* 
The landlord expostulated. I resisted — but the fel- 
low said it was a bargain ; and proceeded quietly to 
deposit at least ttoo hundred weight of his refined su* 
gar at the back of the carriage. This Lilliputian horse 
was made the leader. The landlord mounted on the 
front seat, with our Vire post-boy by the side of him ; 
and sounding his whip^ with a most ear-piercing whoop 
and hollow, we sprung forward for Faldse— which we 
were told we should reach before sunset. You can 
hardly conceive the miseries of this cross-road journey. 
The route royale was, in fact, completely impassable $ 
because they were repairing it. Alarmed at the rug- 
gedness of the cross-road, where one wheel was in a 
rut of upwards of a foot deep, and the other elevated 
in proportion-— we got ou^ and resolved to push on 
a^foot. We walked for nearly two leagues, before our 
conveyance overtook us — so harassing and so appa- 
rendy insurmountable seemed to be the road. But 
ihe cunning aubergute had now got rid of his leader. 
He said that it was only neeessary to use it for the 
first two or three leagues — which was the most diflfi- 
cultpartof the route — and that, for the remainder^ 
about five English mfles, our " fine Norman horse" was 
perfectly sufficient. This fine Norman horse was 
treated most unmercifully by him. He flogged, he 
haUooed, he swore • • the anhnal tripty stumbled, and 
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fell upod hia knees— -more than once — Iroiii sheer fa* 

tigue. The charioteer hallooed and flogged again : and 
J thought we must have taken up our night quarters 
in the highrway when suddenly, to the left, I saw 
llie fine warm glow of the sun, which had set abo^t 
twenty minutes, lighting up one of the most perfect 
round towers, of an old .castle, that I had yet seen in 
Nonnandy. Voila Falaise ! — ezdaimed the ruthless 
charioteer ; . • and in a quarter of an hour we trotted 
hard down a hill (after the horse had been twice again 
upon his knees) which tenninated in this most interest- 
ing place* 

It will be diflScult for me to forget — after such a 
long, wearisome, and in part desperate journey — our 
approach to Falaise : — and more especially the appear- 
ance of the castle just mentioned. The stone seemed 
as fresh, and as perfectly cemented, as if it had been 
the work of the preceding year. Moreover, the con- 
tiguous parts were so fine and so thoroughly pictu- 
resque — and the superadded tradition of its beni^ 
according to some, the birth place — and according to 
pthers, the usual residence — of Wii«liam XHfi Com- 
auBBOR , • altogether threw a charm about the first 
glimpse of this venerable pile, which cannot be easily 
described. I had received instructions to put up at 
the " Grand Turc'* — as the only hotel worthy an Eng- 
lishman's notice* At the door of the Grand Turk, 
theielbre, we were safely deposited : after having got 
rid of our incumbrances of two postilions, and two 
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hundred weight of refined sugar. Our reception was 
gracioiis in the extreme. The inn appeared " tout-a- 
fidt a la mode Anglaiae** — and no marvel • • for Ma^ 
dame the hostess was an Englishwoman. Her hus- 
band's name was David* 

Bespeaking a late cup of tea, I strolled through the 
principal streets,— delighted with the remarkably dear 
current of the water, which ran on each side from the 
numerous overcharged fountains. Day-light had wholly 
declined ; when, sitting down to my souchong, I saw, 
witib astomshment— a pair of sugar-tongs and a saU^ 
spoon — the first of the kind I had beheld since I left 
England! Madame David enjoyed my surprise; add« 
ing, in a Tery droU phraseology, that she had ''not 
forgotten good English customs." Our beds and bed 
rooms were perfectly comfortable, and even elegant. 

The moat which encurdes, not only the castle, but 
the town — and which must hare been once formidable 
from its depth and breadth, when filled with water — is 
now most pleasingly metamorphosed. Pasture lands, 
kitchen gardens, and orchards, occupy it- entirdy. 
Here tibie cattle quietly stray, and luxuriously feed. 
But the metamorphosis of the castle has been, in an 
equal degree, unfortunate. The cannon balls, during 
the wars of the League — and the fury of the populace, 
with the cupidity or caprice of some individuals, dur- 
ing the late revolution — helped to produce this change. 
After breakfast, I felt a strong desire to survey care- 
fully the sdte and structure of the castle. It was a 
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lovely day ; and in five minutes I obtained admission at 
a temporary outer gate. The first near view wi&m 
the lamparts perfectly enchanted me* The situation is 
at once bold, commanding, and picturesque. But as the 
opposite^ and immediately contiguous ground, is per- 
ha]>8 yet a tittle higher, it should follow that a forces 
placed upon such eminence — as indeed waa that of 
Henry the Fourth, during the wars of the League — 
would in the end subdue the garrison, or demolish the 
castle. I walked here and there amidst briars and 
brushwood, diversified with lilacs and laburnums ; and 
by the aid of the guide soon got within an old room — 
of which the outer walls only remained — and which is 
distinguished by being called ^e hhrtk-piaee of Wil- 
UAM THE Conqueror. 

Between ourselves, the castle appears to be at least 
a century later than the time of William the Conque- 
ror ; and certainly the fine round tower, of which such 
frequent mention has been made, is rather of the four- 
teenth, if not of the beginning of the fifteenth century 
but it is a noble piece of masonry. The stone is of a 
dose gnun and beautiful colour, and the component 
parts are put together with a hard cement, and with 
the smallest possible interstices; At the top of it, on 

• [It wu ID fiuit built by the funous Lord lUbot, about the 
year 1420. A simUsr castle, but less strong and lofty, may be 
seen at CSastor, near Yarmouth in Norfolk— onoe the seat of the 
ftmouf Sir John Fastolf, (a contemporary with lUbot) of whom 
Anslis treats so fully in his Order of the Garter, vol i. p. 142. 
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the left side^ iacmg the high road from Virei — ^and con* 
-structed within the very walls themsebres^ is a well — 
which goes from the top apparently to the very bot- 
tom of the foundation, quite to the bed of the moat. 
It is about three feet in diameter, measuiing with the 
eye ; perhaps four: but it is doubtless a yery curious 
piece of workmanship. We viewed with an inquisitive 
eye what remained of the Donjon : sighed, as we sur- 
veyed the ruins of the chapel — a very interesting little 
inece of ecclesiastical antiquity : and shuddered as we 
contemplated the enormous and ponderous portcullis — 
which had a drop qf full twenty feet . . to keep out the 
invading foe. I was in truth delighted with this first 
reeonnoissance of Falaisk— beneath one of the bright- 
est and bluest skies of Normandy ! and — within walls, 
which were justly considered to be among the most 
perfect as well as the most ancient of those in Nor- 
mandy. 

Leaving my companion to take a view of the upper 
part of this venerable building, I retreated towards the 
town — resolved to leave no churdi and no street unex- 
plored. On descending, and quitting the gate by 
which I had entered, a fine, robust, and respectable 
figure, habited as an Ecclesiastic, met and accosted 
me. I was most prompt to return the salutation. ''We 
are proud, Sir, of our castle, and I observe you have 
been visiting it. The English ought to take an inte- 
rest in it, since it was the burth-pku» of WiUiam the 
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Conqueror." I readily admitted it was well worth a 
minute examination : but as readilj turned the conver- 
aation to the subject of libraries. The aniabie 
stranger (for he was gaining upon me fast, by his un- 
affected manners and sensible remarks) answered, that 
"their ow» public tibraiy existed no longei^-having 
been made subservient to the inquisitorial visit of M. 
Moysant of Caen* : that he had himself procured for 
the Bishop of Bayeux the Mentx Bible of 146^ — ^and 
that the Chapter-Iabravy of Bayeux, before the Revo- 
lution, could not have contuned fewer than 40,000 
volumes. *^ But you are doubtless acquainted, Sir, 
with the CoMTB db la FftsSNAYBy who resides in yon- 
der large mansion?** — pointing to a house upon an 
elevated spot on the other side of the town. I replied 
that I had not that honour ; and was indeed an utter 
stranger to every inhabitant of Fahuse. I then stated, 
in as few and precise words as possible, the particular 
object of my visit to the Continent. " Cela suffit*" — 
resumed the unknown — " nous irons feire visite a Mon- / 
sieur le Comte apr^s le dine ; a ce moment il s'oceuv ^ 
avec le p6tage — car c'est un jour maigre. II ^era 
charme de vous recevoir. il aime infiniir^nt les 
Anglois, et il a reste long-temps chez vou5. C'est un 
brave homme^-et m^me nn grand antiquaire.'* 

My pulse and colour increased sensibly as the stran- 
ger uttered these latter words : and he concluded by 

* See p. 205 ante. 
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telling me that he was hnnself the Cure of Ste» Tri* 

nitS one of the two principal churches of the town — 
and that his name was Mouton. Be assured that I 
shall not lose right of ihe Comte de la Fresnaye, and 
Mbnrienr Mouton, 
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LETTER XX. 

» 

HONS. MOUTON. CHURCH OF STE. TRTNITE. COMTE DE 
LA FRESNAYE. GUIfi&AY CHUECH. SUPPOSED HEAD 
OF WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR. M. LANOEYIN, HISTO- 
RIAN OF FALAI8B. PRINTINO OFFICES. 

I LOSE no time in the fulfilment of my promise. The 
church of Saimte Trinity, of which Monsieur Mou- 
ton is the Cure, is the second place of worship in rank 
in the town. During the Revolution, Hons. Mouton 
was compelled, with too many of his professional hre- 
llireny to fly from the general persecution of his order. 
One solitary and most amiahle creature only remained ; 
of the name of Langevin — of whom, by and by. Mon- 
sieur Mouton did me the honour of shewing me tiie 
interior of his church. His stipend (as he told me) 
did not exceed 1500 francs per annum ; and it is really 
surprising to observe to what apparent acts of gene- 
rosity towards his flock, this income is made subser- 
vient. You shall hear. The altar connsts of two 
angels of the size of life, kneeling very gracefully, in 
white glazed plaister : in the centre, somewhat raised 
aboTe^ is a figure of the Virgin, of the same materials ; 
above which agam, is a representation of the Trintty 
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— in a blaze of gilt. The massive ciixulav columns 
surrounding the choir — probably of the fourteenth 
oentnry — ^were just fresh painted, at the eaqpense of 
tiie worthy Cur^, in alternate colours of blue and yeU 
low — imitative of marble ; — that is to say, each column, 
alternately, was blue and yellow. It was impossible 
to behold any thmg more glaring and more tasteless. 
I paid my little tribute of admiration at the simplicity 
and grace of the kneeling figure of the Virgin — but 
was stubbornly silent about every thing else. Mon* 
neur Mouton replied that " he intended to grace the 
brows of the angels by putting a garland round each." 
I felt a sort of twinge upon receiving this intelligence ; 
but there is no persuading the French to reject, or to 
qualify, their excessive fondness for flower ornaments. 

Projecting from the wall, behind the circular part 
of the choir, I observed a figure of JSt, Sebastian — 
precisely of that character which we remark in the 
printed missals of the fifteenth century,— and from 
which the engravers of that period copied them: 
namely, with the head large, the body meagre, and the 
limbs loose and muscular. It was plentifully covered, 
as was the whole surface of ihe wall, with recent white 
wash. On observing this, my guide added : " oui, et 
je veux le faire couvrir d'une teinte encore plus 
blanche r* Here I felt a second twinge yet more 
powerful than the first. I noticed, towards the south- 
side door, a very fine crucifix, cut in wood, about three 
feet high ; and apparently of the time of Goujon. It 
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was by much tiie finest piece of seiilptuve, of its Idad, 
wbich I had seen in Normandy ; but it was rather in 
a decaying state. I wished to know whether such an 
object of art — apparently of no earthly imp<Nrtanee, 
where it was situated — might be obtained for some 
honourable and adequate compensation. Monsieur 
NMouton replied that he desired to part with it — but 
tbat it mttst be replaced by another full six feet high I*' 
There was no meeting this proposition, and I ceased 
to say another word upon the subject. 

Upon the whole, the church of the Holy Trinity is 
ratiher a fine and eapadous, dian a venerable edifice ; 
and although I cannot conscientiously approve of the 
beautifying and repairing which are going on therein, 
yet I will do the planner the justice to say, that a more 
gentlemanly, liberally-minded, and truly amiable der- 
gyman is perhaps no where to be found, — within or 
without the diocese to which he belongs. Attached 
to the north transept or side door, parallel with the 
street, is a long pole. ''What might this meanr* 
" Sir, this pole was crowned at the top by a garland, 
and by the white flag of St. LauiSf* — ^which were 

• On the return of Louis the XVllI. the town of Falaise mani- 
fested its loyalty in the most unequivocal manner. 

COUPLETS. 

ChmiiA pttr hi JSihe* du College de fklatie, en arborani e ' 

Drapeau Blane. 

Air: Un Siidai fi^fum wup flm$it0. 

Loiif de nous la sosotbre triitaiie, 
Man a d^poti sa flueur ; 
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hoisted to receive me on my return from my long ex- 
patriation** — and the eyes of the narrator were suffiised 
with tears, as he made ihe answer ! It is of no conse- 
quence how small the income of an unmarried minister 
may be^ when he thus lives so entirely in the HEAaxs 
OF ms VLOCK. This church bears abundant evidence, 
within and without, of what is called the restoradon of 
the Gothic order during the reign of Francis I. : al- 
though the most essential and the greater portion is 

Enfin la fondre vengerene 
VIent de temaser VinpiruHwtt 

L'aigle sangoioaire ' 
SacGombe 1^ I'aspect de €et Ln. 
Peupte frsn^aii^ ta tss reroir ton Fke! 
Vive le Roil ViveLoms! 

Drapeau, que d'horribles templet 
Avf^nt ^ign^ de ces lieox, 
Tu reviens embellir nos F§tes, 
Plus brillant et pluB radieuzl 

Ta douce presence. 
Ram^ne les jeux et lea ris ; 
Sois k jamais I'Etendard de la France, 
Vi?eleRol! vlve Louis! 

O Dieu ! vengeur de Pinnocence* 
Prot^e ces Lts glorieux 1 
Conserve long-temps d la France 
LB ROI que tu rends & noa vobuzI . . 

Si la perfidie ^' 
De nouveau troubloit ton bonheur 
nous guider, 6 Banni^re chdrie ! 
Nous Tolerons au champ d'honueur. 

TOL. I. T 
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Cfvidently of the latter part of ihe fburteentli centary.* 

Having expressed my admiration of the manufacture 
of wax candles (for leligioua purposes) which I had 
frequently obserred in ihe town, Monsieur Mouton» 

upon taking me into the sacristy (similar to our vestry- 

* The werthy historian of Faliuse, quoted in a preceding page, 
is exceedingly anxious to make us believe that there are por- 
tiona of thi» church — ^namely^ four stones — ^in the eastern and 
western gable ends— which were used in the consecration of it« 
by Mathilda, the wife of our first William. Also, that, at the 
gable end of the south transept, outside, an ancient grotto, — in 
which the Gallic priests of old purified themselves for the myste- 
ries of their religion — is now converted into the sacristy, or ves- 
try, or robing room. But these are surely mere antiquarian 
dreams. The same author more sagaciously informs us that the 
exact period of the commencement of the building of the nave, 
namely in 1438, is yet attested by an existing inscription, in go- 
thic letters, towards the chief door of entrance. The inscription 
also testifies that in the same year, " there reigned Death, War, 
and Famine." The chancel of the choir, with the principal doors 
of entrance, &c. were constructed between the years 1520, and 
1540. It may be worth remarking that the stalls of the choir 
were brought from the Abbey of St. John — on the destruction of 
that monastic establishment in 1729; and that, according to the 
Gallia Christiana, vol. xi. p. 766, these stalls were carved at the 
desire of Thomas II. de Mallebiche, abbot of that establishment 
in 1606 — 1616. In a double niche of the south buttress are the 
statues of Herpin and his Wipe; rich citizens of Falaise, who, 
by their wealth, greatly contributed to the building of the choir. 
(Their grandson, Herpin Lachenate, together with his mistress 
were killed, side by side, in fighting at one of the gates of Falaise 
to repel the successful troops of Henry IV.) The Chapel of the 
Firgin, behind the choir, was completed about the year 1631. 
Lanobvin, p. 81—128^131. 



Digitized by Google 



FALAISE 



387 



room) begged I would do him die honour to accept 
of any which might be lying upon the table. These 
candies are made of the purest white wax : of a spiral, 
or twisted, or square, or drcuhur form; of conside* 
rahle length and width. Thej are also decorated wilih 
fillagree work, and tinsel of various colours. Upon 
ihat which I chose, there were little rosettes made of 
wax. The moderate sum for which they are ohtained» 
startles an Englishman who thinks of the high price of 
this article of trade in his own country. You see fre- 
quendj, against the walls and pillars of the choir, frag* 
ments of these larger wax candles, guttering down and 
begrimed from the uses made of them in time of wor- 
ship. In this sacristy there were two little boys swing- 
ing wooden censers, hy way of practice for the more 
perfect use of them, when charged with firankincensei 
at the altar. To manage these adroitly— as the tra- 
veller is in the constant habit of observing during 
divine worship— is a matter of no very quick or easy 
attainments 

From the Cure we proceed to the Comte DE Uk 
Fresnaye ; whose pleasantly situated mansion had 
been pointed out to me, as you may remember, by the 
former. Pasdng over one of the bridges, leading 
towards Guibray, and ascending a gentle eminence to 
the left, I approached the outer lodge of this large and 
re8pectable4ooking mansion. The Count and fiumly 
were at dinner; but at three they would rise Ibom 
table. ^ Meanwhile,*" said the porter, it might give me 
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pleasure to walk, in ihe garden.** It was one of ihe 

loveliest days imaginable. Such a sky — ^blue, bright, 
and cloudless — had scarcely before seen. The gar- 
den was almost 8uffi>cated with lilacs and labnnninufy 
glittering in their respective liveries of white, purple, 
and yellow. I stepped into a berceau — and sitting 
upon a bench, bethought me of the strange visit I was 
about to make — as well as of all the pleadng pastoral 
poetry and painting which I had read in the pages of 
De Lille, or viewed upon the canvas of Watteaiu The 
cbck of the church of ^1. Gervau struck three ; when, 
starting from my reverie, I knocked at the halLdoory 
and was announced to the family, (who had just risen 
from dinner) above stairs. A circle of five gentlemen 
would have alarmed a very nervous visitor \ but the 
Count, addressing me in a semi-British and aemi-Gbllic 
phraseology, immediately dissipated my fears. In five 
minutes he was made acquainted with the cause of this 
apparent intrusion. 

Nothing could exceed his amiable frankness. The 
very choicest wine was circulated at his table; of 
which I partook in a more decided manner on the 
following day— when he^was so good as to invite me 
to dine. When I touched upon his favourite theme 
of Norman Antiquities, he almost shouted aloud the 
name of Ingulph, — ^that *'cher ami de GuiUaume le 
Conqu^rantr I was unwilling to trespass long; but 
I soon found the advantage of making use of the name 
of *' Monsieur Mouton — Festimable Cure de la Sainte 
Trinite." 
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In a stroll to Guibray, towards sunset the next day, 
I passed through a considerable portion of the Count's 
p rop e rty, about SOO acres^ chiefly of pasture land. 
The oTening was really enchantmg ; and through the 
branches of the coppice wood the sun seemed to be 
setting in a bed of molten gold. Our conversation was 
animated and incessant. In the old and curious church 
of Giubray, the Count shewed us his £unily pew with 
the care and particularity of an old country squire. 
Meanwliile Mr. Lewis was making a hasty copy of one 
of the very singukur ornaments — ^representing Christ 
bearing his cross — which was suspended against the 
walls of the altar of a side chapel. You have it here. 
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It is fnghtfoUy barbaroufl, and characteristic of ibe 

capricious style of art which frequently prevailed about 
iSbe year 1520 : but the wonder is, how such a wretch- 
ed performance conid obtain admission into the sanc- 
tuary where it was deposited. It was however die 
pious gift of the vestry woman — who shewed us the 
interior — and who had religiously rescued it, during 
the Revolution, from the demolition of a neighbouring 
abbey. The eastern end of this church is perhaps as 
old as any ecclesiastical edifice in Normandy;* and its 

• We have of course notbing to do with the first erection of a 
place of worship at Guibray in the viiith century. The story 
connected wth the earliest erection is this. The faubourg of 
Guibray, distant about 900 paces from Falaise, was formerly 
covered with chestnut and oak trees. A sheep, scratching the 
earth, as if by natural instinct (I quote the words of M. Lange- 
Tin the historian of Falaise) indicated, by its bleatings, that some- 
thing was beneath. The shepherd approached, and hollo wintr out 
the earth with his crook, discovered a statue of the Virgin, with 
a child in its arms. The first church, dedicated to the Virgin, 
under the reign of Charles Martel, called the Victorious, was in 
consequence erected — on this very spot — in the centre of this 
widely spreading wood of chestnut and oak. I hasten to the 
construction of a second church, on the same site, under the aus- 
pices of Mathilda, the wife of the Conqueror : with the statue of 
a woman with a diadem upon her head — near one of the pillars : 
upon which statue Langevin discourses learnedly in a note. But 
neither this church nor the statue in question are now in exis- 
tence. On the contrary, the oldest portions of the church of 
Guibray, now existing — according to the authors of the Gallia 
Christiana, vol. xi. p. 878, and an ancient MS. consulted by M. 
Langevin — are of about the date of 1222 ; when the church was 
consecrated by the Bishop, of Coutances. The open space to- 
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exterior (to which we could only approach by wading 
through rank grass as high as our knees) is one of the 
most intereatiiig of its kind. During our admiration of 
all that was curious in this yenerable edifice, we were 
struck by our old friends, the penitentSy — busy in mak- 
ing confession. In more than one confessional there 
were two penitents ( and towards one of these, thus 
doubly attended, I saw a yery large, athletic, hard- 
visaged priest hastening) just having slipt on his sur- 
plice in the vestry. Indeed I had been ciirsorily in- 
troduced to him by the Count It was Saturday even- 
ing, and the ensuing Sunday was to be marked by some 
grand procession. 

The village-like town of Guibray presents a most 
singular ri^t to the eye of a stranger. There istt 

wards the south, now called La Place au» Chevaujf, was the old 
burying jTround of the church. There was also a chapel, dedi- 
cated to St. Gervais, which was pillaged and destroyed by the 
Hugonot8 iu 1562. I should add, that the South-East exterior 
G3chind the chancel) of this very curious old church at Guibray, 
resembles, upon a small scale, what M. Cotoian has published of 
the same portion of St. Georges do Bocherville. Recherches sur 
FalaisCf p. 49 — 53. Monsieur le Comte de la Fresnaye, in his 
Notice Historique sur Falaise, 1816, 8vo. will have it, that ** the 
porch of this church, the only immutilated portion remaining of 
its ancient structure, demonstrates the epoch of the origin of 
Christianity amoufif the Gauls." ''At least, such is the decision of 
M. Deveze, draftsman for Labcn-de ; the latter of whom now Se- 
cretary to the Count d'Artois, instituted a close examination of 
the whole fabric.*' p. 5—6. I hope there are not many such con- 
dusions to be found in the msgaificent and meritorious produof 

tions of iiABO«DB. 
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munerous little narrow streets, with every window 
closed by wooden shutters, and every door fastened. 
It appears as if the plague had recently raged there* 
and that the inhabitants had quitted it for ever. Not 
a creature is visible : not a sound is heard : not a 
mouse seems to be stirring. And yet Gnibray boasts 
of the LAEGMT FAiA m France* save one !* Thi% my 
friend* precisely accounts for the aspect of desokdon 
just described. During the intervals of these triennial 
fairs* the greater part of the village is uninhabited : 
Tenders and purchasers flocking and crowding by 

♦ This fair lasts full fifteeu days. The first eight days are 
devoted to business of a more important nature — which they call 
the GREAT week: that is to say, the greatest number of mer- 
chants attend during the earlier part of it; and contracts of 
greater extent necessarily take plnce. The remaining seven days 
are called the little week — in which they make arrangements 
to carry their previous bargains into effect, and to return home. 
Men and merchandise, from all quarters, and of all descriptions, 
are to be seen at this fair. Even Holland and Germany are not 
wanting in sending their commercial representatives. Jewellery 
and grocer)^ seem to be the chief articles of commerce ; but there 
is a prodigious display of silk, linen, and cotton, &c. : as well as 
of hides, raw and tanned; porcelaine and earthenware. The 
live cattle market must not be forgotten. Langevin says that, 
of horses alone, they sometimes sell full four thousand. Thus 
much for the buyer and seller. But this fair is regularly enlivened 
by an immense confluence of nobility and gentry from the adja- 
cent countr}' — to partake of the amusements, which, (as with the 
English,) form the invariable appendages of the scene. Langevin 
mentions the minor fairs of Ste. CroU\ St. Michel, and St. Ger- 
vaU, which help to bring wealth into the pockets of the ijihabi- 
tants. Recherchu Histori^ues wr Faiaises p. 199, &c« 
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hundreds when they take place. In a shorty narrow 
street — where nothing animated was to be seen — the 
Count assured me that sometimes^ in the course of one 
morning, sereral millions of francs were spent in tiie 
purchase of different wares. We left this very strange 
place with our minds occupied by a Tariety of reflec- 
tions: but at any rate highly pleased and gratified by 
the agreeable fanuly which had perfoimed the part of 
guides on the occasion. In the evening, a professor 
of music treated us with some pleasiiig tunes upon the 
guitar — whieb utterly astonished the Counts— and it 
was quite night-fall when we returned homewards, to- 
wards our quarters at the hotel of the Grand Turc, 

A memorable incident occurred in our way home- 
wards ; whicby when made known, will probably agi- 
tate the minds and shake the faith of two-thirds of the 
members of our Society of Antiquaries. You may 
remember that I told you, when at Caen, that the Abbe 
De la Rue had notified to me what were the objects 
more particularly deserving of attention in my further 
progress through Normandy* Among these, he par- 
ticularly mentioned a figure or head of William the 
Conqueror at Falaise. In the PCsee St, GervaU, this 
wonderful head was said to exist — and to exist there 
only. It was at the house of an Innkeeper — certainly 
not moving in the highest drde of his calling. I lost 
little time in irisiting it ; and found it situated at the 
top of a dark narrow staircase, projecting from the 
wall, to the right, just before you reach the first floor. 



1 
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Some sensation had been excited by the enquiries, 
which I had preyiously set on foot ; and on a second visits 
Beveral people were collected to rec^ye ub. I4ght% 
warm water, towels, soap and brushes, were quickly 
put in requisition. I commenced operations with a 
kitchen knife, by carefully scraping away all the layers 
of hardened white and ochre washes, with which 
each generation had embedded and almost oblite- 
rated every feature. By degrees, the hair became 
manifest: then followed the operation of soap and 
water — which brought out the features of the fim; 
and when the eyes fully and distinctly appeared, the 
exclamation of " Mon Dieu r by the spectators, was 
loud and unremitting* The nose had received a se- 
rious injury by baring its end broken off. Anon, stood 
forth the mouth ; and when the " whiskered majesty'* 
of the beard became evident, it was quite impossible 
to repress the simultaneous ejaculation of joy and 
astonishment » • • VoUd le wai partraii de GuUkmrne 

le Conqucrant / 

The whiskers apparently denote it to be rather 
SeuBcn than Nomum. The head is nearly eleven 
inches in length, by seven and a half in width ; is cut 
upon a very coarse, yet hard-grained stone — and rests 
upon a square, unconnected stone : — embedded within 
ihe wall. If it ever had shouhlers and body, diose 
shoulders and body were no part of tibe present appen- 
dages of the head. What then, is the Abbe de la Rue 
In error? The more hberal inference will be^ that the 
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Abb^ de la Rue had never seen it. As to ito antiquityi 

I am prepared to admit it to be very considerable ; 
and, if you please, even before the period of the loves 
of the father and mother of the character whom it is 
supposed to represent. In ihe mornings Madame 
Rolle seemed disposed to take ten louis (which I freely 
ofiered her) for her precious fragment : but the dis- 
tinct collected view of whiskers, mouth, nose, eyes^ 
and hair, instantaneously raised the quicksflver of her 
expectations to quinze louis pour le moins 1" That 
was infinitely ''trop fort" — and we parted without 
coming to any ternuu Perhaps you will laugh at me 
for the previous offer. 

The church of St. Gervais is called the mother 
church of the town : and it is right that you should 
have some notion of it. It stands upon a finely ele- 
vated situation. Its interior is rather capacious : but 
it has no very grand effect arising from simplicity or 
breadth of architecture. The pillars to the right of 
the nave^ on entering from the western extremity, are 
doubtless old ; perhaps of the beginning of the thir- 
teenth century. The arches are a flattened semi- 
circle ; while those on the opposite side are compara- 
tively sharp, and of a considerably later period. The 
ornaments of the capitals of these older pillars are, 
' some of them, sufficiently capricious and elaborate; 
while others are of a more exceptionable character on 
the score of indelicacy. But this does not surprise a 
man who has been accustomed to examine akt, of the 
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middle centuries, whether m sculpture or in painting. 
The side aisles are comparatively modem. The 
pillars of the choir have scarcely any capitals beyond a 
simple lim or fiUet ; and are snrmounted by sharp low 
arches, like what are to be seen at St. Lo and Cou- 
tances. The roof of the left side aisle is perfectly 
green from damp : the result, as at Coutances, of the 
roof having been stripped for the sake of the lead to 
make bullets, &c. during the Revolution. I saw ihis 
large church completely filled on Sunday, at morning 
service — about eleven: andj in the congregation, I 
observed several ftces and figures, of both sezes;, 
which indicated great intelligence and respectability. 
Indeed there was much of the air of a London con- 
gregation about the whole. 

From ihe Church, we may fairly make any thing but 
a digression — in discoursing of one of its brightest 
ornaments, in the person of Monsieur Langevin: — 
simple priest — as he styles himself in an octavo volume^ 
whkh entilles bim to the character of the best living 
Historian of Falaise. He is a mere officiating 
minister in the church of Mons. Mouton; and his 
salary, as he led me to infer, could be scarcely twenty 
lonb per annum. Surely this man is among the most 
amiable and excellent of God's creatures ! But it is 
right that you should know the origin and progress of 
. our acquaintance. It was after dinner, on one of the 
most industriously spent of my days here— and the 
very second of my arrival^ — that the waiter announced 
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the arrival of the Abbe Langevin, in the passage, with 
a copy of his History beneath his arm. The door 
opened^ and in walked ihe stranger — ^habited in his 
clerical garb — with a physiognomy so benign and ex- 
pressive, and with manners so gentle and well-bred, — 
that I rose instinctively from my seat to give him (he 
most cordial reception. He returned my civility in a 
way which shewed at once that he was a man of the 
most interesting simplicity of character. ''He was 
aware (be said) that he had intruded ; but as he undeiv 
stood *^ Monsieur was in pursuit of the antiquities of 
the place, he had presumed to ofiTer for his acceptance 
a copy of a work upon that subject — of which he was 
the hunble author.** This work was a good sized 
thick crown octavo, filling five hundred closely and 
well-printed pages ; and of which the price was Jifty 
90U9 1 The wordiy priest, sedng my surprise on his 
mentioning the price, supposed that I had considered 
it as rather extravagant. But this error was rectified 
in an instant. I ordered three copies of his historical 
labours, and told him my eonsdence would not allow 
me to pay him less than ihree frames per copy. He 
seemed to be electrified : rose from his seat — and lift- 
ing up one of the most expressive of countenances, 
with eyes apparently suffused with tears— -raised both 
hia hands, and ezdalmed . • ''Que le bon Dieu vous 
benisse — les Anglois sont vraiement generenx !** 

For several seconds I sat riveted to my seat. Such 
an unfeigned and wann acknowledgment of what 1 ha4 
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considered as a mere matter-of-course proposition, 
perfectly astounded me : the more so, as it was accom- 
panied by a gesture and articulation which could not 
fail to move any bosom — not absolutely composed of 
marble. We each rallied, and resumed the conversa- 
tion. In few but simple words he told me his history. 
He had contrired to weather out the Revolution, at 
Falaise. His former preferment had been wholly 
taken from hun ; and he was now a simple assistant in 
the church of Mons. Mouton. He had yielded with- 
out resistance ; as even remonstrance would have been 
probably followed up by the guillotine. To solace 
hhnself in his afflictions, he had recourse to his old 
fiivourite studies of medieine and mude ;— md had in 
fact practised the former. " But come, Sir, (says he) 
come and do me the honour of a call — ^when it shall 
suit you." I settled it for the ensuing day. On break- 
ing up and taldng leave, the amiable stranger modestly 
spoke of his History. It had cost him three years' 
toil i and he seemed to mention, with an air of triumph, 
the frequent references in it to the ChMa Ckrisikmaf 
and to Chartularies and Family Records never before 
examined. On the next day I carried my projected 
visit into execution — towards sev^ in the evenmg* 
The lodgings of M. Langevin are on the second floor 
of a house belonging to a carpenter. The worthy 
priest received me on the landing-place, in the most 
dieerful and chatty manner. He has three small rooms 
on the same floor. In the first, his Ubrary is depo- 
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fliCed. On my asking him to let me see what OlD booK^ 
he possessed, he turned gaily round, and replied^ 
" CommeDfc donc^ Monsieur^ tous aimez ies yieux 
fiTies ? A 9a, Toyons !" Whereupon he pulled away 
certain strips or pieces of wainscot, and shewed me his 
book-treasures within the recesses. On my recognis- 
ing a CoUtuBM and Henry Stephen, ere he had read 
die title of the volumes^ he seemed to marvel exceed- 
ingly, and to gaze at me as a conjuror. He betrayed 
more than ordinary satis&ctioii on ahewuig his Latm 
Galen and Hippoeratee ; and the famuetf to the beat 
of my recollection, contained Latin notes in the mar- 
gin, written by himself. These tomes were followed 
up by a few upon cUchymy and astrology ; firom which» 
and the consequent conTersation, I was led to infer 
that the amiable possessor entertained due respect for 
those studies which had ravished our D££S and AsH- 

MOIiBS of old. 

In the secimd room stood an npvlght piano forte — 

the manufacture^ as well as the property, of Monsieur 
Langevin. It bore the date of 1806 ; and was consi- 
dered as the first of the kind introduced into Nor- 
mandy. It was impossible not to be striick with the 
wrious rational sources of amusement, by means of 
which this estimable character had contrived to be- 
guile the hours of his misfortunes. There was a cahn, 
ooflectedf serenity of manner aboat hi m a most un- 
feigned and unqualified resignation to the divine will— 
which marked him as an object at once of admiration 
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and esteem. There was no boast — ^no cant — no for- 
mal sermonising. You saw what religion had done 
for him. Hei effisets ipakein hu discourse and in 
his life . • . Over his piano hung a portrait of himself; 
very indifferently executed — and not strongly resem- 
bling the original* " We can do something more 
fiuthfbl ihan this, sir, if you will aUow it" — said I, 
pointing to Mr. Lewis : and it was agreed that he 
should give the latter a sitting on the morrow. The 
next day M* Langevin came punctually to his appoint- 
ment, for the purpose of having his portrait taken. 

On telling this original that the pencil drawing of 
Mr, Lewis (which by the bye was executed in about 
an hour and a half) should be en^^rootfc^inasmueli as 
he was the modem Historian of Falaise — ^he seemed 
absolutely astonished. He moved a few paces gently 
forwards, and turning round, with hands and eyes de- 
yatedy exclaimed, in a tremulous and heari^«tricken 
tone of voice, " Ah, mon Dieu !" I will not dissemble 
that I took leave of him with tears, which were with 
difficulty concealed* Adieu, pour toujours !" — ^were 
words which he uttered witli all the sincerity, and with 
yet more pathos, than was even shewn by Pierre Aime 
Lair at Caen* The landlord and landlady of this 
hotel are warm in their commendations of him : assur- 
ing me that his name is hardly ever pronounced with- 
out the mention of his virtues. He has just entered 
his jsixty-seeond year.* 

* [Since the publication of this Tour, the amiable Mons. 
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It remains only to give an account of the progress of 
Printing and of Literature in this place : although the 
latter ought to precede the former. Asaliteraiy man, 
our worthy acquaintance the Comte de la Fresnaye 
takes the lead : yet he is rather an amateur than a 
professed critic. He has written upon the antiquities 
of the town ; but his work is justly considered inferior 
to that of Monsieur Langevin. He quotes Wace fre- 
quently, and with apparent satisfaction ; and he pro- 
mises a French versbn of his beloved Ingulph. Fa- 
laise is a quiet, dull place of resort, fer those who ferm 
their notions of retirement as connected with the 
occasional bustle and animation of Caen and Rouen. 
But the situation is pleasing. The skies are seMie: 
the temperature is mild, and the fruits of llie earth 
are abundant and nutritious. Many of the more 
respectable inhabitants expressed their suipxise to 
me that there were so few English rendent in its 
neighbourhood — so much preferable, on many accoimts 

LaBgevin lias published " additions" to his historical account oif 
Ffthuse ; and in those additions* he has been pleased to notice the 
aoeonnt irideh is Hsaa gifen of his labours and character. It 
would be bad— at least hardly justifiable— taste, to quote that 
notice : yet I cannot dissemble the satisfaction to find that there 
is sMf*»thaii OMB sympathising heart in Normandy* which appre- 
<^es this record of its excellence. I subjoin, tiierefbre* witii the 
greatest satisActba, a liBMimile of the autograph of this amiaMe 
and learned man, as it appears written (at my request) in the 
titie-page of a copy of his" Researches.'^ 
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to that of Caen. Qpit cnir countryman you know^ aie 
sometimeB a Htde. capricious in the ol^ecto of their 

choice. Just now, it is the fctshion for the English to 
reside at Caen ; yet when you consider that the migor 
part of our oountrymeu lende Ihere for the purpose of 
educalang thcSr children — and that Caen, from its nume- 
rous seminaries of education, contains masters of every 
description, whose lessons are sometimes as low as a 
firank for eachr— it b not surprisinig that Falaise is 
deserted for the former place. For mysd^-^md for 
all those who love a select society, a sweet country, 
and rather a plentiful sprinkle of antiquarian art, — ^for 
sucfay in shor^ who. would read the fohliauz of the old 
Norman bards in peace, comfort, and rilence — there 
can be no question about the preference to be given 
to the spot from which I send this my last Norman 
despatdi* 

I have before made mention of the fountains in this 

place. They are equally numerous and clear. The 
inn in which we reside has not fower than three foun- 
tains—or ralher of jei$ if mi— constantly playing* 
Those in the Place St. Triniti Grand Rue, and Place 
St, Gervais, are the largest ; but every gutter trickles 
with -water as if dissolved from the purest crystaL 
It has been hot weather during the greater part of our 
stay ; and the very sight of these translucent streams 
seems to refresh one's languid frame. But I pro- 
ceed chiefly to the productions of the Press. They 
do a good deal of business here in the way of ephe- 
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meral pnblicaiioiis. he^tlQkar, situated in the Grande 

Rue, is the chief printer of chap books : and if we 
judge &om the general character of these, the FakU" 
ioit seem to be marvelknuly addicted to the effuaions 
of the muse. Indeed, their baDads, of all kinds, are 
innumerable. Read a few — which are to be found in 
the very commonest pubUcationa. There is some- 
tiling laiher original, and of a very pleanngly tender 
cast^ in the first two : • 

LE BAISER D'ADIEUX. 

Pre 8 de toi I'heure du mystdre 
Ne m*appellera plus demaio. 
Vers ta demeure solitaire 
Mes pas me guideront en T»in ; 
J'ai respir^ ta donee habfaic, 
Et des pleun ont monill^ mes yeux, 
J'ai tout senti, plaisir et peine, 
J'ai re^u ton baiser d'adieux. / 

Ta pars, et malgr^ ta promeate 
Rien ne m'assure de ta foi, 
Nul souvenir de ta tendresse 
Ne vient me dire : Pense i moi. 
Ton amour qu'envain je rdclarae 
Ne me laissc, en quittant ces lieux. 
Que I'humide et brulante flamme 
De ton dernier baiser d'adieux. 

Puisse au moins ton indiSi&rence 
Te garder d'un nouvel amour. 
Et le veuvage de Tabsence 
Hitter ton fortua^ retour 1 
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Pdne alon Pamant qui t'adore, 
Te revoyant anz mimes lieux, 
Sur tea l^vres vierges encore 



Rfetroiiver son biuser d'adieoz ! 



L'IMAQE D£ LA VIB. 



Nous naissons et dans not re coeur, 
A peine aux portes de la vie, 
Tout au plaisir, tout au bonbeur, 
Et nous invite et nous convie } 
D'abord, simples amusements 
Savent contenter notre enfance ; 
Mais bientdt aux jeux innocens, 
L'amour noiu prend . . . sans qu'on y pense. 

Fillette 2i V&ge de quinze ans, 
Offre I'image de la rose. 
Qui dfes Papproche du printemps, 
Entr'ouvre sa feuille mi-close i 
Bientdt Paiguillon du ddsir 
Vient ouvrir fleur d'innocence, 
Et sous la bouche du plaisir, 
EUe i*^dibi # . • sans qu'alle y pease. 

Vous, qui pendant vos jeimes ans^ 
Ne courtisez pas la folie, 
Songez done que cet heureuz temps 
Ne dure pas toute la vie, 
Assez vite il nous faut quitter 
Tendres ardeurs, vives jouissancca; 
Et dans un coeur qui sait aimer. 
La raison vient . . . sans qu'on y pense. 

M ' !ifin, surP^e du temps. 



au bat du voyage. 
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Et I'on voit la glace des ans, 
Couronner nos fronts k cet dge i 
S'il fut sensible k la piti^, 
S*il cultiva la bienfaisance, 
Entre les bras de Tamiti^ 
L'homme finit . . . sans qu*il y pense. 

You must know that they are here great byers of 

royalty, and of course great supporters of the Bourbon 
Family. The King's printer is a Mons. Br^e TAine. 
He is a very pleasant, well-bred man, and lives in the 
Place lirimtL I have paid him more than one viot^ 
and always felt additional pleasure at every repetition 
of it. My first visit was marked with a somewhat ludi- 
crous drcumstanoe. On entering the compositors' 
room, I observed, pasted upon the walls, in large' ca- 
pital letters, the following well known words : 

GOD SAVE THE KING. 

Both Monsieur Bree TAine — and his workmen were 
equally gratified by my notice and commendation of 
this sentiment. " It is the fiivourite sentiment. Sir, 
of your country/* — remarked the master. To this I 
readily assented. " It is also, Sir, the favourite one of 
our own,** replied M. Bree TAine — and his men rea* 
dily attested their concurrence in the same reply. 
" Ah, Sir, if you would only favour us by singing the 
air, to which these words belong, you would infinitely 
oblige us all*' . . . said a shrewd and intelligent-looking 
compositor. " With all my heart**— rejoined I—" but 
I must frankly tell you, that I shall sing it rather with 
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heart than with voice— being neither a Tocal nor an 
instrumental performer.** "No matter: give us only 
a notion of it.** They all stood round in a ciicle» and 
I got through two stanaaa as gravely and as efficiently 
as I was able. The usual " charmant !" followed my 
ezertionfl. It was now my turn to ask a favour. " Sing 
to me your finronrite national air of Robert and An- 
LETTE." " Most willingly, Sir," replied the foremen- 
tioned ''shrewd and intelligent-looking compositor." 
" Tenes : un petit moment : je Tais chercher mon 
▼Idlon* Ca ira naeuz." 

He left the house in search of his violin. The tune 
o{ the National air which he sung was both agreeable 
and Hvely : and upon tfie whole it was difficult to say 
which seemed to be lihe better pleased with the respec- 
tive national airs. M. Bree shewed me his premises 
in detail. They had been formerly a portion of an 
old church ; and are situated on the edge of the great 
fosse which encircles the town. A garden, full of 
sweet blooming flowers, is behind them^ and the view 
backwards is cheerful and picturesque. There are 
generally five presses at work ; which, for a provincial 
printing office, shews business to be far from slack. 
Mens. B. sells a great number of almanacks, and prints 
all the leading publications connected with the town. 
In fact, his tide, as Imprimeur du Rai, supposes htm 
to take the principal lead as a printer. This agree- 
able man has a brother who is professor of rhetoric in 
the College Royale at Paris. 



Of Bouquinistes, or dealers in old books, there are 
scarcely any* I apent three or four iruitlefis hours in 
a. seaxch after old chronides aad old poetry : and 
was compelled, almost from pure civility, to purchase 
of DuFouas a Fetifs Virgil of 15^, fc^o — ^which will 
be hardly worth the carriage. I tried hard for a fine 
copy of FoM^eft Or%gine$ de la PoMe Frmnifoimi 
1581, 4to. with the head of the author, but in vain ; yet 
endeavoured to console myself by an old blue morocco 
copy oiLcB r^reU ei iriitei htmentdUM du Comte d$ 
MwUgomery, by Demormme^ Rouen, 1574^ 8yo. as 
well as a clean^ fresh, and almost crackling copy of 
Amowrmun oeeupaUmu de la Taifeomiere, Lyon^ 
l&SBf 8vo.— Ibr two fhuuss each — and both destbied fi>r 
the rich and choice library of our friend ♦ ♦ • 

Thus much for Falaisb: for a spot, which« from the 
unifonn serenity of the weather since I have been here 
— hem the comfort of the inn — Irom the extreme 
civility and attention of the townspeople — and from 
the yet more interesting society of the Comte de la 
Fresnaye, the Ciir6§ Mouton and Langevin— together 
with the amenity of the surroundnig country, and 
the interesting and in part magnificent remains of 
antiquity— can neyer be erased from my recollection. 
It is here that the tourist and antiquary may find 
objects for admiration and materials for recording. I 
have done both : admired and recorded — happy, if the 
result of such occupations shall have contributed to 
the sobetantial gratificatioB of yourself and of our 
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common ftiends. And now, toewd) ; not only to 
Falaise, but to Normandy. I shall leave it, from this 
delight^ spo^ in the most thorough good humour, 
and with more fhan ordinary regret that my stay has 
necessarily been short. I have taken my place in the 
Diligence, direct for Paris. " II n*y a qu'uN Paris" — 
nid the Comte de la Fieanaye to me the other day, 
when I told'hun I had never been there — to which I 
replied* " Are there then two Londons V* Thirty-six 
hours will settle all this. In the mean time, adieu* 
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LETTEk XXI. 

JOVBNBY TO PABI8. DBBUZ* HOtJDAK. TBBSAIIUS. 

ENTRANCE INTO PARIS. 

Park, Rue FmOotar^ Pektm^, May 30, 1819. 

"Time and the hour runs through the roughest day." 
They must be protacted miseries indeed which do no^ 
at some period or other, hare eomediing like a terini- 
nation. I am here, then my good IHend — sal^ and 
sound at last; comfortably situated in a boarding 
housOf of which the mistress is an agreeable English- 
woman and lihe master an intelligent Swiss. I have 
sauntered, gazed, and wondered — and exchanged a 
thousand gracious civilities ! I have delivered my epis- 
tolary credentials : have shaken hands with Monsieur 
Van Praet; haye paced the suite of rooms in whidi 
the renowned Bibliotheque du Roi is deposited: 
have traversed the Thtakries^sndi iHie Louvre \ repeat- 
edly reconnoitred the Bomteoardii viewed the gilt 
dome of the Hdtel des IiwaUdes, and the white flag 
upon the bronze pillar in the PU»ce Vendome ; seen 
crowds of our countrymen at Memiee** and in the 
hotels about the Rue de la Paixf partaken of the 
rival ices of Tortoni and the Caffc des MiUe Colonncs ; 
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bought old French poetry at a B<mqtiiiii8te*s : and 
drank Chambertin and Champagne at the richly gar- 
nished table of our These are what may 
be called goiA/oregroundobfeeUbt the composition of 
a Parisian picture. Now for the filling up of the can- 
vas with appropriate and harmonizing detail. 

A second refleotioii> comets howev^ the predpi^ 
tancy of such a proposal ; for it cannot be, in this my 
Jirst despatch, that you are to receive any thing like 
an adequate notion of the topics thus hastily thrown 
together on the first inqpdse oC Paiisiaa inspiration. 
Wait patiently, therefore: and at least admire the 
methodical precision of my narrative. My hist letter 
left jne on the eve of departure from Fahuse; and it is 
precisely iiom that place that I take up the liiread of 
my journal. We were to leave it, as I told you, in the 
Diligence — on the evening of the Sunday, imjnediately 
folkiwiogthe^date of thedespatcb transmitted. IshaU 
have reaeoa to remember that journey for many a day 
to come ; but, *' post varies casu^, &c." I am thank- 
fill to find myself .safely settled in my present eomi* 
fivrtable abode. The Sabbath, on the. evenmg .of 
which the Diligence usually starts for Paris, happened 
to be a festival. Before dawn of day I heard inces- 
sant juveidle voices beneath tho window, of n^ bed- 
room «t the Grand Turc; What might this meant, 
Between three and four, as the day began to breaks 
I rose, and approaching the windovr, saw, froin, thence, 
anumber of litde boys and girls busied in making arti- 
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ficial flower-beds and sand-borders, &c. Tbeir tongues 
and their bodily moyements were equally unintermit- 
iang. It was impossible for a stranger to guess at tbe 
meaning of such a proceeding ; but, opening the win- 
dow, I thought there could be no harm in asking a 
very simple question-^hich I will confess to yon wis 

« * 

put in rather an iititable manner on my part • • . for I 
had been annoyed by their labours for more than the 
last hour. What are you abouty there T I exclaimed 
«— **Ha» is it you Sir V* replied a litde ateh boy^-nnig- 
taking me for some one else. " Yes, (resumed I) tell 
me what you are about there ?" " in truth, we are 
making Eipasairs for the FsTS-Diitr : the Host will 
pass this way by and bye. Is it not a pretty thing. 
Sir?" exclaimed a sweetly modulated female voice. 
All my irritability was softened in a moment ; and I 
was instantly convinced that Solomon never deUyered 
a wiser sentiment than when he said — ^ A' soft answer 
tumeth away wrath !*' I admitted the prettiness of the 
tiling without comprehending a particle of it: and 
tdling them to speak in a lower key, shut the window, 
and sought my bed. But sleep had ceased to seek me : 
and the little urchins, instead of lowering their voices^ 
seemed to break forth in a moru general and incessant 
▼ociferation. In consequence, I was ahnost feveimh 
from restlessness — when the fille de chambre announced 
that " it was eight o'clock, and tbe morning most beaur 
tifaL- 

These ripotoks are of mone importanoe than you 



Digitized by Google 



FALAISE. 



are aware of. They consist of little spots^ or spaces in 
the streets, garnished with flowers, and intersected hy 
walkfly marked with fiqe gravel, in the centre of whidi 
die Host rests, on its passing to and fro from the 
several parishes. When I rose to dress, I observed 
the work of art — which liad been in progress during 
tibe m^t— perfectly .complete. Passengen were fer- 
bidden to trespass by pieces of string fastened to difi^ 
rent parts by way of a fence — or, whoever chose to 
walk within, considered themsehres bound to deposit a 
aoiu as the condition of gratifying their curiosity. UpMi 
the whole, this reposoir might be about sixteen feet 
square. Towards eleven o'clock the different religious 
ceremonies b^gan* On one side ihe noise of the drdm, 
and llie march of the national guard, indicated tbat 
military mass was about to be performed ; on the other, 
the procession of priests, robed and officiating — the 
devattmi of banners— and the sonorous responses of 
boih laity and clergy — put the whole town mto agita- 
tion, and made every inmate of every mansion thrust 
his head out of window, to gi»e at the passiiig spec- 
tacle* We were among the latt^ denomination of 
lookers on, and recognised, with no small gratification, 
our clerical friends Messieurs Mouton, Langevin, and 
tiie huge father confessor at Guibray — ^followed by a 
great number of respectable dtisens, among whom tim 
Comte de la Fresnaye and his amiable and intelligent 
son (recently married) made most respectable figures. 
They approadied ihe reposoir in question. The 
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priests, with the Host, took their station within it; 
julence followed { one officiating clergyman then knelt 
down; shut, what aeemed to the woodm ooven of 
a book, — with considerable ▼ioknce-Hroee — ^turned 
round, and the procession being again put in motion — 
the whole marched away to the church of the Holy 
Trinity whither I followed it; and where I witnessed 
what I was unable to comprehend, and what I should 
not feel much disposed to imitate. But let every 
country be allowed to rererence and respect its own * 
particular religious ceremonies. We may endure what 
we cannot commend • • and insult and disrespect are 
among the last actions which a well regulated mind 
win shew in its treatment of such matters. I should 
add, that these reposoirs, a few hours ailer the per- 
formance of the ceremony just described, are indiscri- 
minately broken up : the flowers and the litde sand 
banks falling equally a prey to the winds and the feet 
of the passenger. 

Opposite to the inn was an hospital for the female 
sick. It had been formerly an establishment of very 
considerable extent and celebrity ; but whether it was 
originally connected with the hospital of the L^proserU 
de Sakii Lemare, (about whidi the Abbe Langerin^ 
History of Falaise is rather curious) the HSiel-Dieu, or 
the Hopital GSnSralf I cannot take upon me to pro- 
nounce. Certain it 1% however* that this establish* 
ment does great credit to ihoee who have the conduct 
of it. As foreigners, and particularly as Englishmenj 
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we were penmtted to see the whole without leflerve. 
On my return from witnessing the ceremony at the 
church of the Trinity, I visited this hospital : my com- 
panion having xesumed his graj^uc operations before 
Jhe Castle. I shall not easily forget the fiu» and 
figure of the matron. To a countenance of mascu- 
line feature^ and masculine complexion — ^including no 
ordinary growth of beard^ of a raven tint — she added 
a sturdy, squat, muscular figure — which^ when put into 
action, moved in a most decided manner, A large 
bunch of massive keys was suspended from a girdle at 
her side ; and her dress, which was black, was ren- 
dered more characteristic and striking, hy the appear- 
ance of, what are yet called, bustles above her hips* 
As she moYed, the keys and the floor seemed equally 
to shake beneath her steps. The elder Smirke would 
have painted this severe Duenna-like looking matron 
with inimitable force and truth. But . . . she no sooner 
opened her mouth, than all traits of severity vanished* . 
Her voice was even musical, and her ^ fa^on de paiiei^ 
most gracious. She shewed me the whole establish- 
ment with equal good humour and alertness ; and I 
don't know when I ever made such a number of bows 
(to the several female patients in the wards) within 
such limited time and space. The whole building has 
the air of a convent; and there were several- architect 
tural refics, perhaps of the end of the fiftemth century, 
which I only regretted were not of portable dimen- 
sbns ; as, upon maku^ enquiry, little objection seemed 
to be made to the gratuitous disposal of them. 
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The hour for departure, after aun-eet, haWng ar- 
rived, we were summoned to the Diligence — when, 
yddmg adieu to the very worthy hoet and hosteaa of 
the Grand Ture, (whom I atrongly recommend all Eng- 
liehmen to visit) I made up my mind for a thirty-six 
hour's journey — as I was to reach Paris on Tuesday 
monang. The day had heen ezeeariTdy hot for ihe 
season of the year; and Ihe night «r was refreshmg. 
But after a few snatches of sleep— greatly needed — 
there appeared manifest symptoms of decay and down- 
foU m the gloomy and comfortless machine m which 
we took our departure. In other words, towards day- 
light, and just as we approached L^Aigle, the left 
braces (which prored to be thoroughly rotted leather) 
broke m two ; and down slid, ralher than tumbled, the 
Falaise Diligence ! There were two French gentle* 
men, and an elderly lady, besides ourselves in the coach. 
While we halted* in order to repair the machmej the 
Frenchmen found consolation in thdr misfortune by 
running to a cafie, (it was between four and five in the 
mofning), rousing the master and mistress, and as I 
thought, peremptorily and impertinently asking for 
coffee: while they amused themselves with billiards 
during its preparation. I was in no humour for eatings 
drinkini^ or playing: for here was a aeoond sleepless 
night ! Having repaired this crasy vehicle, we rum- 
bled on for Vemeuili where it was exchanged for a 
diligence of more capacious dimensions. . Uer^ about 
eleren o'clock, we had breakfost ; and ficem. hence- 
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fbrCh let it not be sud that the art of eating and drink- 
ing belongs exclusively to our country : — for such mani- 
festations of appetite, and of attack upon substantials 
as well as flaids^ I had scarcely ever before witnessed. 
I was well contented with coffee, tea, eggs, and bread 
— as who might not well be ? • . . but my companions, 
after taking these in flank, cut through the centre of a 
roast fowl and a dish of stewed veal : . making diver- 
sions, in the mean while, upon sundry bottles of red 
and white wine ; the fingers, during the meal, being as 
mstnunental as llie white metal forks. 

We set off at a good round trot for Dreux : and, in 
the route thither, we ascended a long and steep hill, 
having Nammeomrt to the left. Here we saw some 
very pretty country houses, and the whole landscape 
had an air of English comfort and picturesque beauty 
about it. Here, too, for the first time, I saw a viM£- 
YARD. At this early aeas<m of the year it has a most 
stiff and unseemly look ; presenting to the eye scarcely 
any thing but the brown sticks, obliquely put into the 
ground, against which the vine is trained. But the 
doping banks, on each side of the ascending road, 
were covered with phmtations of this precious tree ; 

• 

and I was told that, if the autumn should prove as 
au8|Hcious as appeared the ^pringt there would be a 
season of equal gaiety and abundance. I wished it 
with all my heart. Indeed I felt particularly interested 
in the whole aspect of the country about NonancourL 
The sun was &st descending as we entered ihe town 
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of Dreux — where I had resolved upon taking leave 
both of the diligence and of my companions ; and of 
reaching Paris by post. At seven we dined/ or rather 
perhaps made an early supper ; when my fellow tra- 
vellers sustained their reputation for their powers of 
attack upon fish, fiesh, and fowl. Indeed the dinner 
was equally plentiful and well cooked ; and the charge 
moderate in proportion. But there is nothing, either 
on the score of provision or reasonableness of cost^ 
like the to6/S? (TMte throughout France ; and he who 
cannot accommodate himself to the hour of dining 
(usually about one) must make up his mind to worse 
fare and treble charges. 

After dinner we strolled in the town, and upon the 
heights near the castle. We visited the principal 
churchy Si. Jean^ which is very spadous, and upon 
the whole Is a fine piece of architecture. I speak 
more particularly of the interior — where I witnessed, 
iioweveri some of the most horrible devastations, aris- 
ing from the Revolution, which I had yet seen. In 
one of the side chapels, there had been a magnificent 
monument ; perhaps from sixteen to twenty feet in 
haght — crowded with figures, as large as life, fixnn 
the base to the ^summit. It appeared as if some' 
trenchant instrument of an irresistible force, had 
shaved away many of the figures ; but more especially 
the heads and the arms. This was only one, but the 
most striking, specimen of revolutionary Vandalism. 
There were plenty of similar proofs, on a reduced 
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scale. In the midst of these traces of recent havoc, 
there was a pleasure mingled with melanchoiji in look- 
ing-up and Tiewing scwie eaoeedingly pretty tpedmena 
of old stained glass : — which had escaped the destrao- 
tion committed in the lower regions, and had preserved 
all their originBl freahncw. Here and there, in the 
side chapels, ihe priests were rdbing themselves to 
attend confession ; while the suppliants, in kneeling 
attitudes, were expecting them hy the side of the con- 
fessionals. Firom the dwch I bent my steps to the 
principal hookseller of the place, whom I found to be 

* 

an intelligent, civil, and extremely good-natured trades- 
man. But his stock was too modem. " Donnez vous 
la peine de monter^ — exclaimed he precipitately ; beg- 
ging me to follow him. His up-stairs collection was 
scarcely of a more ancient character than that below. 
There were more cofnes of VoUakte and IUim»ea» 
than I should have supposed he could sell in six years 
— but on the contrary" (said he) in six months* 
time^ not a single copy wOl remain unsold I mar- 
velled' and grieved at such intelligence ; because the 
poison was not extracted from the nourishment con- 
tained in these works. To an enquiry about my old 
typographical finends, Vmnrdt PiJgoifcA^^and Emkm^. 
the worthy bibliopole replied " qu*il n'avoit jamais- - 
entendu parlor de ces gens-la r Again I marvelled; 
and having no temptation to purchases, civilly widied 
him good evemng. 

Meanwhile Mr. L. had attained the castle heights. 
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und w$M lost in a sort of extacy at the surrounding 
ioene* On enteriiig die oiitar walls, and difectmg ydv 
0te]w towafds lihe munmity yoa are enehaated with a 
beautiful architectural specimen — ^in the character of a 
aigzag early Norman arch— ^hich had originally be« 
longed to a smaU ohnrch^ lecently taken dowm The 
arch alone stands insulated . . beyond which, a new, and 
apparently a very handsome, church is erecting^ chiefly 
niidcr the eare and at theezpenceof the present Duke 
of Orieanni — as a maiisoleum for his fionlly — and in 
which, not many days before our arrival, the remains 
of one of his children had been deposited* I wished 
greadj for a perfect drawing of tins aidi*. hat there 
was no time . . and my companion was exercising his 
pencil, on the summit, by a minute, bird's eye of the 
•veep of country to be seen from this elevated sitaa» 
fion^hrough the greater part of which, indeed, Ihe 
diligence from Vemeuil had recently conducted us. 
I should add^ that not a lelic of that Castz.^ which 
had once kept die town and die adjme^ co unt r y 
in awe, is now to be seen : but its outer walls enclose 
a space hardly less than twenty acres: — the most 
eonsiderahle area which I had yet witnessed* Tci 
give a mow i nt eresting character to the seeneryr the 
sun, broad and red, was just hiding the lower limb of 
hia disk behind die edge of a purple hill. A quie^ 
meDow efiSsot idgned duougfaout the landscape* I 
gaaed on all sides ; and (wherefore, I cannot now say) 
as. I (Sunk upoa the gras8» overwhelmed with fatigue 
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and the lassitude of two sleepless nights, wished, in 
. my hearty I could have seen the efl^t of that glorious 
jnin-tet . from the hdghts of Dover. Now and then, 
as when at school, one feels a little home-sick ; but ihe 
melancholy mood which then possessed me was purely 
a phy^cal effect from a physical cause. . The shadows 
of evening began to succeed to the glow of suii-setp-^ 
when, starting from my recumbent position, (in which 
sleep was begiiming to surprise me) I hastened down 
ihe heightSy and by a nearer direction sought the town 
and our hotel. We retired betimes to rest — ^but not 
until, from an opposite coach maker, we had secured a 
phaeton-lil^e carriage to convey us with post hones* 
the nest day, to Parish 

Excellent beds and undisturbed slumber put me in 
iqpirits'for the grand entree into the metropolis of 
Fhmce. Breakfasting a little after nine — ^before ten* 
a pair of powerful black horses, one of which was 
surmounted by a sprucely-attired postilion — ^with the 
phaeton in the reax^-^ere at the door of the hoteL 
Seeing all our baggage properly secured, we sprung 
into the conveyance and darted forward at a smart 
gallop. The animals seemed as if they could fly away 
wilih us — and the whip of ihe postilion made innnme^ 
rable circular flourishes above their heads. The sky 
was beautifully clear : and a briskly-stirring, but not 
unpleasantly penetrating, south-east wind, played. in 
our fiioes as we seemed scarcely to ;be sensible of the 
road. What a contrast to the heai, vexation^ and 
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general uncomfortableness of the two preceding days 
of our journey ! We felt it sensibly, and eiyoyed it in 
proportion. Our first place of halting, to change 
horses, was at Hoxtdan; whidi may be about four 
leagues from Dreux ; and I verily believe we reached 
it in an hour. , The route thither is through a flat and 
uninteresting country; except that erery feature of 
landscape (and more especially in our previous journeys 
through Normandy) seems to be thrown to a greater 
distance^ ihm in £ngland* This may account for the 
flatness of views, and ihe diminntiveness of objects. 
Houdan is a village-like town, containing a population 
of about 2000 inhabitants ; but much business is done 
on market days ; and of com, in particular, I was told 
that they often sold several thousand sacks in a day. 
Its contiguity to Paris may account for the quantity of 
business done. In the outskirts of the town,— -and 
flanked, rather than surrounded, by two or lliree rows 
of trees, of scarcely three years growth — stands the 
sti£f and stower" remains of the Ceutle qf Houdan. 
It is a Tcry interesting relic, and to our eyes appeared 
of an unusual construction. The comer towers are 
small and circular; and the intermediate portion of 
the outer wall is constructed with a sweU, or a small 
curvature outwards. I paced the outside, btft have 
forgotten the measurement. Certainly, it is not more 
than forty feet square. * I tried to gain admittance into 
the interior, but without success, as ihe person pos-^ 
sessing the key was not to be found. I saw' enough. 
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however, to coimoce me ihat the waDs eoidd notha 

less than twelve feet in thickness. 
' The horsen had been some lime in readineasi and 
the fresh postUion aeemed to he loat m amaaemenl al 
the cause of our loitering so long at so insignificant a 
place. The day warmed as we pushed on for the fstr* 
6med prond Versailles.-' The approach, foam Haa* 
dan, is perhaps not Ihe most fisiToarahle ; althoogh sre 
got peeps of the palace, which gave us rather elevated 
notions o£-it8- enonnouB extent* We dseve to the 
.ffiktfl de Baurboth an excellent, dean mansion, deee 
to the very fa9ade of the palace, after passing the 
Hotel de Ville ; and from whence you have. An undis- 
turbed view of the broads wide« dixect road to Paris. 
I bespoke dinner, and prepared to lounge.' The pa* 
bee — of which I purposely declined visiting the inte- 
tioie--reseririQg.yer8aiUea\fi»r a fiituse and entnoe day 'a 
gratifioation*-4s doubtless an hmnense flibric-^ which 
the facade just mentioned is composed of brick, and 
9#sumes any thing . but a grand and imposing air : 
9ier§ly beeause it wents simpUcitjr and unifennit|tof 
de^gn. I observed some charming white stone houses, 
Qcatter^d pn each side of this widely extended chaus- 
ate-Hir ioute jDoyale^*-«nd^ iipon die whole, Yavsaiflea 
appealed to ns to be a magnificent and niihejriHiemit* 
ing spot. Two or three rows of trees, some forty or 
fifi^ generations more ancient than those constituting 
the boidexarda at HQiida% fonned avenues. en. eaek 
^ide of this noble road; and all appeared li^ and 
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animatioii — ^savouring of the proximity of the metro- 
pdi8» Carriages without niimbav — ehiefly iqpoft luie^ 
weie going and letnraing ; and the gtiUt and dmses 
of mdividuals were of a more studied and of a gayer 
ai^ect* At lengthy we beeame a little impatient for our 
dinner^ and for the moment of our departuier We 
hired one of these carriages ; which for nine francs, 
would convey us to the place of our destination. Thid 
appeared to me very reaaonaUe ; and ater being ex« 
. travagant enough to drink CSiampagne at dinner, to 
commemorate our near approach to the metropolis^ we 
set fiiffward between fire and six o*cloek» reselvnig to 
strain our eyes to the vtmoet, and to be astonisbed alt 
every thing we saw ! — especially as this is considered 
the most favourable approach to the capital. 

The Ecoh MUUaire, to the left, of which Mardhal 
Ney had onoe tihe ohief comrnand,* strud^ me as a 
noble establishment. But it was on approaching 
JS^ore that all the bustle and populatiotti attendant . 
upon the immediate vicinity of a great metropolis^ 
came evident. Single-horsed vehicles — in many of 
which not fewer than nine persons were pretty closely 
stowed^Hiueee upon a bendi, and^ three benches «n4e». 
the roof— -fiacres, barouches, and cttnriages- o# &rwf 
description, among which we discovered a great num- 
ber from omr om countryH^did not'fiul to* occU|iy ouIp 
unrsmitttng atfeentieD* iSlderr is • kng, raniUiBgv aaA 
chiefly single-street town ; but picturesquely situated,r 
on a sbpe^ and. ornamented to the left by the ifiindii:^: 
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of the Seine. We were downright glad to renew our 
acquaintance with our old, and long-lost friend, the 
river Seine ; although it appeared to be sadly shorn of 
its majestic breadth since we had parted with it before 
the walls of Montmorenci castle, in our route to Havre. 
The new nine-arch bridge at Sevre u a sort of Wa- 
terloo bridge in miniature. Upon the heights, above 
it, I learnt that there was a beautiful view of the river 
in the foreground with Paris in the distance. We 
passed over the old bridge, and saw Cloud to the 
left ; which of course interested us as the late residence 
of Bonaparte, but which, in truth, has nothing beyond 
the air of a large respectable country gentleman's inan- 
don in England. We pushed on, and began to bav6 
distinct perceptions of the great city. Of all the desi- 
rable places of retreat, whether for its elevated situa- 
tion, or respectable appearance, or commodious neigh- 
bourhood, nothing struck me more forably than the 
village of Passy, upon a commanding terrace, to the 
left ; some three or four English miles from Paris— > 
isnd having a noble view both of the river and of the 
city. It is also considered to be remarkably healthy ; 
and carriages of every description, are constantly pass-^ 
ing fliither to and from Paris. 

' The dome of the Paniheon^ and the gilded one of 
die Hotel des Invalides^ together with the stunted 
towers oi Notre Dame^ were among die chief objects 
to the right : while the accompaniment of the Seine, 

afiforded a pleasing foreground to this architectural 
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ineture in the distance. But, my friend, I will fhoddy 
own to you, that I was disappointed . . . upon this fiist 
l^impse oftineosBAT dty. In llie first plaoe, the nn^ 
rounding country is flat ; with the exeeptixmof Moumt 
Calvary, to the left, which has nothing to do with the 
metropoUtan view from this situation. In the second 
place, what are the Pcyniheon and JVa#rv Dam oom- 
pared with SU PauFs and We^mmUr Ahbe^f'-^wKf 
nothing of the vicinity of London, as is connected with 
the besutiiiiUy undulating ground about Camberwell^ 
Syd^Aham, Norwood) and Shootev^s Ifill— imdy onlhe 
other side of the water, Hampstead, Highgate and 
Harrow : again, Wimbledon and Richmond ! . . What . 
lovely vicinities are Ihese compared with that of .Mmd 
Marire ? And if you take river scenery Inio the ac* 
count, what is the Seine, in the neighbourhood of 
Paris, compared with the Thitmes in tiiat of London? 
If the almost impenetrable nnoke and filth ficom Coat 
fires were charmed away — shew me, I beseech you, any 
view of Paris, from this« or from any point of approach^ 
which shall presume to bear the semblance of compa- 
rison wilh ihat of London, firom the desesnt firom 
Shooter^s Hill f The most bewitched Frenchified-Eng- 
lishman, in the perfect possession of his eye^^ght^ wjU 
not have the temerity to institute such a comparison. 

But as you near the barriers, your admiration in- 
creases. Having got rid of all background of country 
— «8 yon approach the capital— -the foregoing objec- 
tions vanish. Here the officers of police aflbcted to: 
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search our luggage. They were heartily welcome, and 
so I told them. This disarmed all suspicion. Accord- 
ingly we entered Paris by one of the noblest and one 
of the most celebrated of its Bouleyards — the Champs 
Elyaies. As we gained the Place Louis Quinxe, with 
the TAuUeries in front, with the HStel des Jnvalides 
(ihe gilded dome of which latter reflected the strong 
rays of a setting sun) to the right — we were much 
struck with this combination of architectural splen- 
dour : indisptitably much superior to any similar dis- 
play on the entrance into our own capital.* Turning 
to the left, the Place Vendome and the Rue de la Paix, 
with the extreme height of the houses, and the stone 
materials of their construction, completed our admira- 
tion. But the Boulevards Italiens — after passing the 
pillars of the proposed church of iSte. Madelaine, and 
taming to the right — Whelped to prolong our extreme 
gratification; tiH we reached the^ spot whence I am 
addressing you. Doubtless, at first glance, this is a 
most splendid and enchanting city. A particular de- 
tail must be necessarily reserved for the next despatdi. 
I shall take all possible pains to make you acquainted 
with the treasures of past times — in the shape of 

jManui^mptit and fpttmi^ ^oii^. The Rotal Li- 
BRABT has as much astonished me^ as the Cubatobs 

* [The above was written in 1818-19. Now, what would be 

said by a foreigner, of his first drive from Westminster Bridge, 
through Regent Street to the stupendous Pantheon facing the 
termination of Portland Place ?] 
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of it have chamied me by tli^ extreme kindness and 
civility.* 

* [At this point, the labours of Mens. Licquet, as my trans- 
lator, cease ; and I will let him take leave of his task of transla- 
tion in his own words. " Ici se termine la tache qui m'a 6t6 
confine. Aprhs avoir r6fut<j franchement tout ce qui m'a serabl6 
digne de Vttre, je crois devoir declarer, en finissant, que mes ob- 
servations n'ont jamais eu la personne pour objet. Je reste per- 
8uad<j, d'ailleiirs, que le coeur de M. D. est tout-^-fait innocent 
des ^arts de son esprit. Si l*on pent le condamner pour le fait, 
il faudra toujours Pabsoudre pour I'intention .. conclud' 
ing sentence need not be copied : it is bad taste to re-echo the 
notices of one's own good qualities. 

My Norman translator at least takes leave of me with the grace 
of a gentleman : although his thrusts have been occasionally 
direct and severely intended. The foil which he has used has 
not always had the button covered. The candid reader will, 
however, judge how these thrusts have been parried ; and if the 
** hits" on the part of my adversary, have been sometimes " pal- 
pable," those of the original author mil not (it is presumed) be 
deemed feeble or unimpressive. After all, the sum total of **^Er- 
rata" scarcely includes three of substantial moment : and wish- . 
ing Mons Licquet ** a very good day," I desire nothing better 
than to renew our critical coqueting on the floor of that Library 
of wluch he is the " Biblioth^aire en Chef."] 
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OLD POEM 

ON 

THE S1£G£ OF ROUEN. 



The City of Rouen makes too considerable a 
figure in the foregoing pages^ end its history^ m con- 
nected with our own country in the earlier part of the 

fifteenth century, is too interesting, to require any 
thing in the shape of apology for the matter which 
the Reader ia about to peruae. Thia " nmtter*' ia 
neceaaarily incidental to the present edition of the 
"Tour;" as it is only recently made pubHc. An 
" Old Etiglisk Poem" on onr Henry the Fifth'a 
Siege of Sauen" ia a theme likely to excite the at- 
tention of the Uterary Antiquary on either side of 
the ChanneL 

The late erudite, and ever to be lamented Rev. 
J. J. Conybeare, successively Professor of the Saxon 

language, and of EngUsh Poetry in the University of 
Oxford, diacoveredt in the exhauatleaa treaauiea of. 
the Bodldan Library, a portion of the Old English 

Poem in question : but it was a portion only. In the 
2l8L voL of the Archeologia, Mr. Conybeare gave an, 
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account of this fortunate discovery, and subjoined the 

poetical fragment. Mr. Frederick Madden, one of 
ihe Librarians attached to the MS. department in the 
British Museum, was perhaps yet more fortunate in 
the discovery of the portion which was lost : and in 
the 22d, vol. of the Archaologia, just puhUshed, 
(pp. 350 — 398), he has annexed an abstract of the re-, 
maining fragment, with copious and learned notes. 
This fragment had found its way, in a prose attire, 
into the well-known English MS. Chronicle, called the 
Brute: — usually (but most absurdly) attributed to 
Caxton. It is not however to be found in all the copies 
of this Chronicle. On the contrary, Mr. Madden,, 
after an examination of several copies of this MS, has . 
found the poem only in four of them : namely, in two 
among the Harleian MSS. (Nos. 753, 2256— from 
which his transcript and collation haye been made) in 
one belonging to Mr. Coke of Holkham, and in a 
fourth belonging to the Cotton Collection: — Galba 
£• viii. This latter MS. has a very close correspon- 
dence witii the see<md Harl. MS. but is often faulty 
from errors of the Scribe. See GenHenum^t Ma^ 
gaxine, May, 1829. 

So much for the history of the discovery of this 
precious old English Poem— -which is allowed to be 
a contemporaneous production of the time of the 
Siege — namely, A. D. 1418. A word as to its in* 
trinsic worth— from the testimony of the Critic most 
competent to appreciate it.^ " It will be adndttedj I 
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believe, (says Mr. Madden) by all who will take the 
trouble to compare the varioua contemporary narra- 
tives of the Siege of Rouen^ that in point of simplicity, 
clearness, and minuteness of detail, th6re is no exist- 
ing document which can compare with the Poem 
before us. Its authenticity is sufficiently established, 
firom the fiict of the Author's having been an eye- 
witness of the whole. If we review the names of 
those Historians who lived at the same period, we 
shall have abundant reason to rejoice at so valuable 
an accession to our present stock of information on 
the subject." Archceologia, vol. xxii. p. 353. The 
reader shall be no longer detained from a specimen 
or two of the poem itself, which should seem fully to 
justify the eulogy of the Critic. 

On the day after the return of the twelve dele- 
gates sent by the City of Rouen to treat with Henry, 
the Poet proceeds to inform us, that the King caused 
two tents to be pitched, one for the English Commis- 
sioners, and the other for the French. On the En- 
glish side were appointed the Earl of Warwick, the 
Earl of Salisbury, the Lord Fitzhugh, and Sir Walter 
Hungerford, and on the French side, twelve discreet 
persmis were chosen to meet them. Then says the 
writer, 

' It was a sight of solempnity. 
For to behold both party ; . 

To see the rich in their array, 

And on the wails the people that lay. 
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And on our pciople that were without^ 
How thick that they walked ahout ; 
And the heraudis seemly to seene. 
How that they went ay between ; 
The lung^B heraudis and pursidyants^ 
In coats of arms amyantis* 
The English a beast^ the French a flower^ 
Of Portyngale bolh castle and tower. 
And other coats of diversity, 
As lords bearen in their degree.* 

*' As a striking contrast to this display of pomp and 
splendour is described the deplorable condition of 
those unfortunate Inhabitants who lay starving in the 
ditches without the walls of the City, deprived both 
of food and clothing. The affecting and simple rela- 
tion of our Poet, who was an eye-witness, is written 
with that display of feeling such a scene must natu- 
rally have excited, and affords perhaps one of the 
most favourable passages in the Poem to compare 
with the studied narratives of Ehnham or lavius. In 
the first instance we behold misery literally in rags, 
and hiding herself in silence and obscurity, whilst in 
the other she is ostentatiously paraded before our 
eyes : 

' There men m%ht see a great' pity, 

A child of two year or three 
Go a])out, and bid his bread, 
For Father ttod mother both lay dead. 
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' Arid under tlieiii ihe walte irtoodty 

And yet they lay crying after food. 

Some giorven to. the death, . 

And some stopped both eyen and brealb* 

And some crooked in the kneeiy . ' • 
And .as lean as any trees, . 
And women holding in their arm 
A dead child, and nothing warm. 
And children sucking on the pap 
Within a dead woman's hip«* 

On Friday the of January, King Henry V. 

made his public entry into Rouen« His personal 
appearance is thus described : 

* He rode upon a brown steed. 
Of black damask was bis weed, 
A Pey^relfe of gold foil bright 
About his neck hung down right, 
And a pendant behind him did honge 
tJnto ihh earth, it was so long. 
And they that never before him did see. 
They knew by the cheer which was he.' 

" With the accustomed, but mistaken, piety for 
which Henry was eyer distinguished, he first pro- 
ceeded to the monastery, where he alighted from his 
charger, and was met by the chaplains of his house- 
hold, who walked before hirni, chanting Qui^ est mag- 
nusDammuaf After ^Q^kbrfttion of mass, the king 
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repaired to the Cattle^ where he took np his abode. 

By this termination of a siege, which^ for its duration 
and the horrors it produced^ is . perhaps without a 
panJlel in andent or niodeoi times, the dty was again 

plentifully supplied with provisions^ and recovered the 
shock so tedious and afflicting a contest had occa- 
sioned: 

* And thus our gracious hege 
Made an end of his siege; 

And all that have heard this readings 
To his bliss Christ you bring. 
That for us died upon a tree. 
Amen say we all, pur ekartte / ' 

The Duke of Exeter is appointed GoTOmor of the 
City, and ordered by Henry to take possession of it 
the same night. The Duke nu>unt8 his horse, and 
rides strait to the Port de Bevesyne or BeauTais, 
attended by a retinue, to carry tiie commands of his 
sovereign into execution. His Entre, and the truly 
miserable condition of the besieged, together with 
the imposing appearance of Henry, shaU now bc^ 
dei>cribed in the language of the poet. 

Thanne the duke of Excestre withoute bode 
Toke his hors and forth he rode. 
To beyesyne* that porte so stronge. 
That he hadde 1^ bifine so longe. 

* • * 
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To that gate sone he kam,** 
And with hym many a worthy^ manne* 
There was neying of many a stede. 
And schynyng of many a gay wede. 
There was many a getoun*^ gay, 
Wiih mychille* and grete aray. 
And whanne the gate was openyd there^ 
And thay weren^ redy into fare, 
Trmnpis' blewgh her bemys^ of bras, 
Pipis and clarionys forsothe ther was, 
And as thay entrid thay gaf a schowte 
With her' yoyce that was fuile stowte, 

* Seint Greorge! seint G«orge!* diay criden^ on height. 
And seide, ' welcome oure kynges righte/ 

The Frensshe pepulle of that Cite 

Were gederid by thousandes hem to see. 

Thay criden'' aUe welcome in fere, 

' In siche tyme mote ye entre here, 

' Plesyng to God that it may be, 

' And to Ts pees and ynyte.' 

And of that pepulle, to telle the trewthe. 

It was a sighte of fulle grete ruthe. 

MykeUe of that folke ^erynne 

Thay weren' but verrey honjs and skynne. 

With eyen holowgh and" nose scharpe, 

Vnnethe thay myght brethe or carpe, 

* came. • teorthy deest. * A species of banner or 
streamer. See Note. noble. ' loere. • Trumpeters. 

* Tnuapets. * thai. " cryed. * were. " mth note. 
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For her colowris was" wan as lede. 

Not like to lyue but sone ben dede. 

Disfigurid pateronys* and qvmynlbe. 

And as^ a dede kyng thay weren paynte. 

There men myght see an"^ exampleyre. 

How fode makith the pepoUe fiure.' 

In euery strete sunnne lay dede. 

And hundriddis krying aftir brede. 

And aftir long many a day, 

Thay deyde aa* &ate aa^ they myght be lad away. 

Into" that way God hem wisse, 

That thay may come to his blisse I amen, 

.Now' wiUe y more apelley 

And of the duke of exesire to^ telle. 

To that Castelle firste he rode, 

And sy then' the Cite alie abrode ; 

Lengthe and brede he it mette. 

And rich baneris he* vp sette. 

Vpon the porte seint Hillare 

A Baner of the Trynyte. 

And af;** the port Kauk he sette eyene 

A baner of the quene of heven. 

* were, * patrene. — WorkniMUB* modelf or figares. 

PairoM, fomo to werke by. Ptempi, Pomd. MB. Had. ^1. 
Tliore is probably here an alliuioii to tke ynaasa or wooden 
dBgies pkeed on the hearse of distinguished personages. 

p M dede tiipng'ihey werepepOe, ^ in, ' iefia^. 

* •Bdeeet, * aectaneekdme^, « Ftm. 

* In MS. Harl. 763» a break is here made,, and a hrge ci^ital 
letter introduced. ' l^deest. * eiihe, * vpke, 
^ eUe pwrie hmueois. 
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And at"" port martvile he vppyght 

Of seint George a baner bryght. 

He sette vpon the Castelle tot' stonde 

The annys of Fr[a]unce and Englond. 

And on the Friday in the momynge 

Into that Cite come oure kynge. 

And alle the Bisslioppis in her aray, 

And vij. abbottb with Crucchis* gay ; 

xlij/ croBsis ther were of Rdigioune,' 

And seculere, and alle thay went a precessiottny 

Agens that prince withoute the toune. 

And euery Cros as thay stode 

He blessid hem with milde mode^ 

And holy water with her hande 

Thay gaf the prince of onre lande. 

And at^ the porte Kaux so wide 

He in passid withoute' pride ; 

Withoute pipe or bemys blaste. 

Our kyng worthyly he in paste. 

And as a conquerour in bis righte 

Thankyng'' euer god almyghte ; 

And alle the pepulle in that Citie 

* Wilcome our' lorde/ ihay seide, * so fte t 

* Wilcome into"" thyne owne righte, 

' As it is the" wille of god almyght.* 

e attr porte. ^ that stounde. • Crosses. ' xliiy« 

' relig'wuns. '* atte porte hauxoz. ' The reHMlktder of 

this, and the two following lines are omitted * Tka»ied. 

' tkeif sejfde our lord so free, • vnto. • the deest * to. 
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With that thay kryde alle * nowelle /* 

Os^ heighe as thay myght yelle. 

He rode vpon a browne stede. 

Of blak damaske was his wede. 

A peytrelle'' of golde ftiUe bryght 

Aboute his necke hynge'' doim right. 

And a pendaunte behynd him dide* honge 

Vnto the erthe, it was so longe, 

And thay that neuer before hym dide* see, 

Thay knew by chere* wiche was he. 

To the mynster dide he fare, 

And of his horse he hghte there. 

His chapelle" mette hym at'' the dore there. 

And wente bifore' hym alle in feie. 

And songe a response^ fulle glorivs, 

Quis est magnus dominus. 

Messe he hirde and offirid thoo. 

And thanne to the Castelle dide he goo. 

That is a place of rialte, 

And a paleis of grete beaute. 

There he hym* loggid in the Toune, 

With rialle and grete renoune. 

And the'' cite dide faste encrece 

Of biede and wyne, fisshe, and fflesshe.* 

And thus oure gracious liege 

Made an ende of his seege. 

» jii, ' Poitrell, breast plate. ' hangyng^, •eKde deest. 
t the chere. * The chaplains of his household. Lat. capella. 
« aite dore, there deest. ^ qfore, * retpon. • logged hj/m. 
^ his cite/att encrest. * beste. 
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And alle that*^ haue hirde this redynge* 
To his' blisse criste you brynge, 
That for vs deide vpon' a tre, 
Amen sey'' we aile, pur cherite! 

' that deest. • tiffdifng. ' Aif deest. ' Ott. 

" teifdt oUfor charUee. 

There teas mantj a getoun gat/.] The following particulars 
relative to the getoun appear in MS. Harl. 838. " Euery baronet 
euery estat aboue hyui shal have hys baner displeyd in y* field yf 
he be chyef capteyn, euery knyght his penoun, euery squier or 
gentleman hys getoun or standard." "Item, y" meyst lawfully 
fle fro y« standard and getoun, but not fro y" baner ne peiion." 
** Nota, a stremer shal stand in a top of a schyp or in y« fore- 
castel : a stremer shal be slyt and so shal a standard as welle as 
a getoun : a gftoun shal berr y* length of ij yardes, a standard of 
iii or 4 yardes, and a stremer of xii. xx. xl. or Ix. yardes longe." 

This account is confirmed by MS. Harl. 2258, and Lansd. 225. 
f. 431. as quoted by Mr. Nicholas, in the Retrosp. Rev. vol. i. 
N. S. The former of these MSS. states : Euery standard and 
Gut/dhome [whence the etymology of the word is obvious] to have 
in the chief the crosse of St. George, to be slitte at the ende, and 
to conteyne the creste or supporter, with the posey, worde, and 
devise of the owner." It ad<b, that *' a guydhome must be two 
yardes and a halfe, or three yardes longe." This rule may some- 
times have been neglected, at least by artists, for in a bill of ex- 
pencesfor the Earl of Warwick, dated July 1437, and printed by 
Dugdale, (Wanv. p. 327 ) we find tbe following entry ; Item, a 
^ylM for the shippe of viy. yerdis long, poudrid full of raggid 
stmres, for the lymnyng and workmanship, ys." The Grant of a 
guydon made in 1491 to Hugh Vaoghan, is ]>reserved in the Col- 
lege of Arms. It contains his crest placed longitudinally. iZe- 
tnupective JReview, New Scriet, vol. i. p. 511. 
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BRONZE GII^T ANTIQUE STATUE 
AT LILI«EBONN£, p. iSJ-S. 

This Statue, as the above reference will testify, is 

now in the possession of Mr. Samuel Woodburn, of 
St. Martin's Lane. When the note relating to it was 
written, I could not place my hand upon a Brochure 
(in my possession) published at Rouen in 18^,* con- 
taining an archasological description of this Statue 
by M. Revet, and a scientific account of its component 
parts by M. Houton La Billardiere, Professor of 
Chemistry at Rouen. The former embodied his re- 
marks in two letters addressed to the Prefect of the 
Lower Seine. A print of the figure in* its then ez« 
tremely mutilated state, is prefixed ; but its omission 
would have been no great drawback to the publication 
— which, in its details, appears to be ingenious, 
learned, and satisfactory. The highest praise is given 
to the S tatue, as a work of art of the second century .f 

* " Description de la Statue Fru^te, en Bronze Dor/, trouv/e a 
LUlebonne 8fC. Suivie de V Analyse du MM, avec le dessein de 
la Statue, et Ics Traces de quelques particularit/s relatives U la 
Confection de cctte Antique.^* Rouen, 1823. pp. 56. 

t " Other details induce me to fix the period of its comple- 
tion towards the end of the second century : and after the unheard 
of difficulties which the artist had to overcome, one would 
scarctly be believed if one said that every thing is executed in a 
high state of perfection." p. 34. 
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Its identity seems to be yet a subject of disputation: 
— ^but M. Revet considers it as ** the representation 

of some idolatrous divinity." The opinion of its being 
a representation of Bacchus, or of Apollo, or of a 
Constellation, he thinks might be regulated by a dis- 
ooTery of some emblem, or attribute, found in the 
vicinity of the Statue. Two other plates — lithogra- 
phised — ^relating to explanations of the pieces of the 
Statue, dose this interesting performance. 
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Biblia Hebrawa edit. Houbigant, 1763, in a Private Col- 
lection near Bayeux, - - - - i. 235 

Hahn, 1806, in the Library of the 

Monastery of Clostcrneuburg, - - • - iii. 

Gratca, Aldus, 1618, folio — Francis Ist's copy. 



upon thick paper, in the Royal Library at Paris, - ii. 14S 
Mdus, upon thick paper, in the Library 



of the Arsenal'at Paris, - ii. 152 

the usual copy, in the King's Pri- 



vate Library at Stuttgart, • . - - iii. 39 

Biblia Latina, {edit, Maz. 1465) folio, 2 vols., two copies 
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a copy in the Pub- 
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Royal Library at Piiris, - - - ii. IDS 
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brary at Vienna, - - - iii. 302 

Fust and Schoeffher, 1462: folio — three 
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COPY, in the Library of Ste. Genevifeve, - - ii. 123 
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Paris, - . - - - ii. I9a 
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Stuttgart, - iii. 22 

(imperfect) in the Public 



Library at Landshut, - Hi. Ifil 

in the Imperial Library at 



Vienna, - - - - - iii. 302 

Biblia Latina Mentelin^'m the Public Library at Stras- 
bourg, - - - - - ii. 404 
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Library at Strasbourg, - • - ii. 404 

— ^— (ms. date, 1466) in the Public 
Library at Munich, - - . - iii. HI 

— — — Sweynheym and Pannartz, in the Impe- 
rial Library at Vienna - - . iii. 302 

supposed edition of Eggesteyn, in the Public 

Library at Strasbourg, ... iii. 55 

— — 1476, folio, Frisner, &c.— in the Public Li- 
brary at Augsbourg, ... - iii. 9B 

■ (1476 edit. Gering) imperfect copy in the 
Chapter Library at Bayeux, - - i. 244 

■ Hailbrun, 1476, folio : two copies, of which 

one is upon vellum, in the Imperial Library at Vi- 
enna, - . - - - iii, 303 

Jemon, 1479, folio, in the Public 
Library at Strasbourg, . - * - ii. 405 

■ UPON VBLLUM, 

in the Imperial Library at Vienna — and a second copy 

upon paper - iii. 303 
1485, folio, in the Public 

Library at Caen, - - - - i, 208 
Froben, 1495, 8vo. in the PubUc 

Library at Vire, - - . . i. 228 

BiBLiA Germanica, MS. of the Emperor Wenceslaus, 

in the Imperial Library at Vienna, - . iii. 220 

Biblia Germanica, Mentelin, folio — in the Royal Library 

at Paris, - - . - - ii. im 
— — in the Public Library at 

Strasbourg, - - . - ii. 403 

■' ' two copies, in the Pub- 

lic Library at Stuttgart, - - - iii. 21 
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Boccace Ruines des Nobles Hommes, S^c. 1476, Colard 
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B6bcaccto II Decamerone, 147 1> Valdarfer, folio— in the 
Royal Library at Paris, - - - ii. 

—————— 1472, A. de Michaelibus, folio, 

in the Royal Library at Paris, - - - ii. 12£ 
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Boccaccio II Decamerone, in the Public Library at Nu- 
remberg, - . - Supplement, iii. 431 

' 1476, Zarotus, folio, in the 

Imperial Library at Vienna, - - iii. 221 

Deo Gracias, Sine Anno : /cw- 



«an f(/t/./>rm. in the Public Library at Munich, - iii. Ii3 
Nimphale, 1477, 4to., in the Royal Library at 



Stuttgart, ..... iii. 26 

Boetiut, F, Johannes, 1474, 4to. in the Library of Ste. 
Genevieve at Paris, - - . - ii. 1 76 

Bonifacii Papas Libr, Decret, 1465, folio, upon vellum, 
in the Library of Mdlk Monastery, - - iii. 252 

— — UPON viiLLUM, in the Public Library at Nurem- 
berg, ... Supplement, iii« 431i 

Bonnie vie, ou Madenie, Chamber jf, 1485, folio, in the Im- 
perial Library at Vienna, - - - iii. 326 

Book of the Gospels of the Emperor Lotharius, Royal 
Library at Paris, - - - - ii. 67 

B RE VI AIRE D£ BsLLEViLLE, MS. xivth ccutury, in the 
Royal Library at Paris, - - - ii. 72 

Breviary of John Dukb of Bedford, MS. xvth cen- 
tury — in the Royal Library at Paris — with copper 
plate fac-simile of a portion of the Adoration of the 
Magi, from the same, - - - ii. 73 

Brbviare de M. de Monmorenct, MS. xvilh century 
— in the Emperor of Austria's private collection at 
Vienna, - - - - - iii. 386 

Breviarium Eccl. Liss. MS. ; in the Public Library at 
Caen - - - - - i. 202 

Brut d'Anoletere, MS. xivth century — in the Im- 
perial Library at Vienna, . - - iii. 3QQ 

Budoji Comment, in Ling. Gr. 1629, folio — Francis 1st. 
copy, upon vellum, in the Royal Library at Paris, ii. I4Q 

Burtrio, Anthon. de, Adam Rot, 1472, folio, in the Li- 
brary of Clostemeuburg Monastery, • - iii. 392 

C 
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Catullus, Tibullw, et PropertiuSy in the Mazarine Library iit 123 
' in the Public Library at 

Strasbourg, - - • . ii. 409 
Caxton, boohs printed by, in the Royal Library at Paris, ii. 102 
in the Imperial Library at 

Vienna, - - - - iii. 331 

Celestina Commedia de, Anvers, 18mo., in the Library of 

the Arsenal at Paris, - . - ii. 162 

Chaucer's Booh of Fame, Caxton, folio, in the Imperial 

Library at Vienna, - iii. 332 

Chess, Game op, metrical German version of, MS., sec. 

XV., in the Royal Library at Stuttgart, - - iii. IM 

Chevalier Delibre, 1488, 4to., in the Imperial Library at 

Vienna, - . - . . iii. 326 

Chevalier au Lion, MS., 1470, in the Public Library 

at Stuttgart, - - - - iii. 33 

Chivalry ; see Tournaments. 

Chretien de Meckel, Cat. des Tableaux de la Galerie imp. 

et roy. de Vienne, 1781, 8vo., - - - iii. 371 

— — Foresii, Lat. 1474, folio, printed by Gotz, in the 

Public Library at Strasbourg, - - - ii. 405 

Hungariae, 1486, 4to., in the Public Library at 



Augsbourg, ... - iii. 22 

Chronicon Gottwicense, 1732, folio, 2 vols., some account 

of this rare and valuable work, - - iii. 436 

- referred to, - iii. 271 

Chrysostomi Comment., Gr. 1529, folio, copy of Diane de 

Poictiers, in the Public Library at Caen, - - i 213 
Cicero de Officiis 1466, 4to., two copies upon vellum, 

in the Imperial Library at Vienna, - - iii. 3Q9 
' 1466, 4to., upon paper, in the Maza- 
rine Library at Paris, - - - - iii. 192 
1466, 4to., UPON vellum, in the Royal 



Library at Stuttgart, - - - iii. 24 

1466, 4to., UPON vellum, in the Imp. 



Lib. at Vienna, .... Hi. 309 

(Jldus), 8vo., UPON vellum, in the 



Royal Library at Paris, • - :^ ii. 146 
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Cicero EpistaUe ad FamUiaret, 1467, Cardinal Bessa- 

rion's copy in the Imperial Library at Vienna, iii. ^ 
1469, S. andPamartz, 

folio, in the same Library, - - - ^ 

1469, S. and Pannartz, 



folio, in the Public Library at Augsbourg, - - iii. 98 

— 1469, L de Spira, in the 

Royal Library at Stuttgart- - - - iii. 24 



1602, Aldus, 8vo., upon vellum, 
in the possession of M. Renouard, bookseller, - ii. 222 

Cicero, de Oratore, Monast. Suubiac, folio, in the Li- 
brary of Ste. Genevifeve, at Paris, - - ii. 123 
. K de Spira, folio, in the Public Li- 
brary at Strasbourg, - - - - ii. 408 

. Opera Philosophica, Ulric Han, folio, in the 

Public Library at Munich, - - - iii. 142 

De Natura Deorum, V. de Spira. 1471, folio, in 



the Mazarine Library, at Paris, - - - u. 122 

Rhetorica foetus, Jenson, 1470, folio, upon vel- 



lum, in the Library of Ste. Genevifeve, at Paris, - ii. 125 

— — UPON 



VELLUM, in the Imperial Library at Vienna, - iii. 31Q. 

OrationeSy S. and Pannartz, 1471, folio, in the 



Imperial Library at Vienna, - - - iii. ^ 

FaldarfeTy 1471, folio, upon vellum. 



(wanting one leaf) in the Royal Library at Paris, - ii. 141 
1519, AlduSy 8vo , upon vellum, first vo- 
lume only, in the Royal Library at Paris, - ii. 

perfect copy, upon vel- 



lum, in the Library of St. Genevieve, - - ii. 122 

Opera Omnia, 1498, folio, 4 vols., in the Library 



of Ste. Genevifeve, atParis, - - - ii. 126 

in the Imperial 



Library at Vienna, - - - iii. 

1634, Giunta, folio, singular copy 



in the Royal Library at Paris, -> - - ii. 1^ 

Cidel Cavalero, 1627, 4to., in the Library of the Arsenal, 
at Paris : bound %vith Seys Romances del Cid Ruy Diaz 
(fe^frar, 1627, 4to. - - - - ii. Ifil 
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Cite de Dieu, MS., in the Royal Library at Paris, - ii. 82 
Citides Dames, {Verard) folio, upon vellum, in the Im- 
perial Library at Vienna, - - - iii. 327 
Codejf Ebnerianus, referred to - - - iii. 447 
Compendium Morale, folio, upon vellum, unique copy, 
late in the possession of the Baron Derschau, at Nu- 
remberg, - • - Supplement, iii. 443 
CosTENTiN Du, MS., in the Public Library at Caen, - i. 209 
CouTANCES, MS., biographical details connected with, 

in the Public Library at Caen, - - - i. 21Q 

Coutumes Anciennes, 1672, 12mo. at Caen, - - ^ i. 211 

Cronica del Cid. Seville. 4to., in the Imperial Library at 

Vienna, - - - iii. 327 

Croniquede France, 1493, f^erard, upon vellum, in the 

Royal Library at Paris, - - - ii. 120. 

— de Florimont, 1529, 4to. — in the Library of the 
Arsenal at Paris, - - - - - ii. 164 

— de Cleriadus, 1529, 4to., — in the Library of the 

Arsenal at Paris, - - - - ii. 166 
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Petrus Adam, 1472, folio, in the Library of Ste. 






Genevieve, at Paris, 




176 


Neapoli, Tuppi, folio, in the Public Li- 






brary at Stuttgart, - - - 


• • • 

lU. 


2S 








Tuzago, folio, in the same collection. 


111. 


25 


1481, folio, perfect copy, with twenty copper 






plates, in the Public Library at Munich, - 


HI. 


144 


— 1481, folio, with xx copper-plates, in the Impe- 






rial Library at Vienna, ... 


• • • 

111. 


323 



400 INDEX OF MANUSCRIPTS 





Page. 


Decor Puellarum, Jensorit 1461, 4to., in the Imperial 






Liibrarv at Vienna. - - ~ * 


■ • • 

m. 


323 


De/ensio Immac. Concept. B. V. M, 1470, Hock booh, in 




139 


the Public Librarv at Munich. - - - 


111. 


Delphin Classics, fine set of, in the library of Chrems- 




222 


minster Monastery. - - - * 


• • • 

111. 


i><?r /^«> Ritter, 1614, folio, unique copy, in the Public 






Ijihrarv at Landshut. _ - - 


■ • • 

111. 


183 


Z>w» Cassius, 1648. Gr. folio, edit, prin., Diane de Poic- 






tiers* copy, in the Royal Library at Paris, 


u. 


162 


Dio Chrvsostom. de Reeiw* f^aldarfer, 4to. upon vel- 






liTiM in the Emneror's orivate collection at Vienna, 


• ■ • 

m. 




DroflroRiDEs Or^ce. MS., vith centurVi in the Impe- 






rial Librarv at Vienna. - - - 


• •• 

111. 


22fi 


Dtvrrtissments touchant la guerre. MS., in the 






Piihlir Tjibrarv at Caen. - - - 


• 


209 


DooUn de Mauence, Paris, Bonfons, 4to. in the Library 






of the Arsenal. - - - - 


• • 

11. 


167 


Durandi Rationale, 1459, folio, in the Royal Library at 






Paris, - - - - - 


• • 

11. 


108 


. — , in the Imperial Library 






Vienna, . - - - - 


• • • 

Ul. 


317 


n*/fnn/fi Jintinnnlp M.SQ foHo. in the Public Librarv at 






NTiippmhprir ... SuDDlement, 


• • • 

111. 


430 


L Zeiner fclio in th** Tn^ropy 






of Chremsminster Monastery, - - - 


• •• 

111. 


222 


ill 

EcHECS Amoreux. MS. folio— with copper-plate fac- 






simile in the Royal Library at Paris, 


• • 

11. 


83 


Echec Jeu de, (Verard) no date — upon vellum, in the 






Royal Library at Paris, - - 


• • 

u. 


132 


Ein nuizlich buchlin, Augs., 1498, 4to.— in the Imperial 
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EvANOELiA QuATuoR, Lat. MS. vith century, in the 
Royal Library at Paris, - . - ii. 64 

' viiith century, in the 
Library at Chremsminster Monastery, - . iii. 224 

— — — ixth century— in the 
Public Library at Munich, - - - - iii. 123 

xith century, in the 
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xth century, in the 



Public Library at Landshut, - - - iii. 179 
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Public Library at Stuttgart, - - . iii. 2Z 
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Imperial Library at Vienna - - - iii. 221 

EvANGELiuM Sti. Iohannis, MS. Lat. xith century, in 

the Royal Library at Paris, - - . ii. ^ 

Evangelia cum Eputolis : Ital, folio— in the Library of 

Gottwic Monastery, - - - . iij. 428 

Evangelistarium, of Charlemagne, MS. folio, in the Pri- 
vate Library of the King, at Paris, - - ii. 129 
Euclides, 1482, folio, upon vellum, in the Royal Li- 
brary at Paris, - - . - ii. L39 

four varying copies of, in the 

Public Library at Munich, - - .. iii, 143 

Ratdolt. 1485, in the Library of the Monas- 



tery of St. Floriao, - - - - iii. 226 

Euripides f Gr., 1503, Aldug — upon vellum, in the 

Royal Library at Paris, - - _ ii. 

Eustathius in Homerum, 1542— folio, upon vellum, in 
the Royal Library at Paris, - . . ii, i^S 

— — . upon paper, in the same 

collection, - - ^ _ - ii. 151 

1559, folio, fine copy, upon 
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Eutropius, 1471, Laver, folio— in the King's Private 

Library at Stuttgart, - • - - iiL 39 
Exhortation against the Turks (1472) in the Public Li- 
brary at Munich, - - * - - iii. 135 
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Fait de la Guerre C. Mansion, folio — ^in the Royal Li- 
brary at Paris, - - - - li. 12Z 

Fazio Dita Mundi, 1474, folio — in the Imperial Library 

at Vienna, • - • - - - iii. 322 • 

Ftcheti Rhetorica — Gering^io. — upok vellum, in the 
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Guy de fFarwicif no date, 4to., in the Library of the 
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uiyiu^L-O uy Google 



AND OF PRINTED BOOKS. 407 

Page, 

JUancelot du Lac, MS., xivth century, in the Royal 
Library at Paris, ii. 88, : another MS. of about the 
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brary of Closterneuburg: Monastery. 


• • • 
111. 


399 


Lucums, 1469, folio— -in the Public Library at Munich. 


«•« 
111 


142 








Public Library at Stuttffart, . . • 


SI 

an* 




JLuciani Opera, Gr. 1496. folio — ^fine codv. in the nos. 






session of M. Renouard, at Paris, 


11. 


230 


— 1503, Aldus f folio —lam paper cony. 
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Pindarus, Gr. 1502, Aldi, 12mo., in the Library of the 






Monastery of St. Florian, - - - 


• • • 

lU. 


237 


Phutut, 1472; folio» edit prin. in the Mazarine Library 






atPftris, . . - . . 


u. 


192 


— - 1522, Aldut, 4to., Grolier*s copy» apparently 






large paper, in the Royal Library at Pm^, 


iL 


148 . 


Pimm Semmr, 1469« folio, one copy, upon tbllum. 






and aDother upon paper, in the Royal Library at Parii^ 


IL 


120 . 








▼ifevc, • - - - - 
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perial Library at Vienna, - - 


Ul. 


312 


. Jenson, 1472, folio, ufoh tbllitii, in the 






Royal Library at Paris, . . . 


ii« 


120 


■ •/tffiMfi, 1472, folio, UPOH 7ILLUH, In the 






Lmperial library at Vienna* 




313 








brary of dostenMobiirf Monaitery, 


iii« 


398 


■ /lo/. 1476, Jamn» folio, upon tsllum. 






in the Royal Library at Pteis, • - - 


ii« 


121 








the same collection, - - 


IL 


121 






• 


the Imperial Library at Vienna, . . . 


iii. 


313 


Phitareki VUm PrnlMUe, M,, foHo, Litt. R., in the 






Ftiblic Library at Strasbourg, • - • 


il 


409 








nastle Library at GoetemeubuTg, 


iii. 


398 


Pluiarehi Oputcuk MoraUa, Gr„ 1509, Mui, upon 






▼BLliUM, in the Royal library at Pbris, 


•• 


137 


Poetm Gmci Prineipes, Gr., 1566, folio, large paper. 






De Thou's copy in the Royal Ubrtry at Paris, 




152 
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Pogii Facetiet, MonasL Euseb., f olio^ in the Imperial Li* 






brarv at Vienna. - - - - 


••• 


319 


Hist. Fiorent.y 1476, folio, upon vellum and paper^ 






ill the Imperial Library at Vienna^ 


• 

Ul* 


325 


PoLYBius, Gr. MS., sec. XVI., Diane dePoictiers's copy. 






in the Royal Library at Paris, 


XL, 


99 


PnliihiuM Liot . S and Pannartz. 1473. folio^ in thp. Li* 






brarv of Glostenieuburfir Monasterv. 


Ul. 


398 


pRAVRR DnoK OF Chahles thr Bald. 111. AIS* 4to. in 






the Royal Library at Paris, - - • 




67 


Priscianux, 1470, ^. Spira, folio* UPON VSLLUM, in 






the Rovi^ Libfw at Paris* • . • • 




139 








branr at Vienna. - - - • 


iiL 


319 








Vienna^ - - - • ^ 


• • • 
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paper, in tkt Royal Library at Fans, 


iL 


14S 








Library of Ste.0eneTi)iv6. - 
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BuLVBsniM, MS., izth century, of Charles tiie Bald i in 






the Pablic library at ; ... 


ii. 
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same library, - - • . - 
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, nth century, in the Public Library 






at Stnttisart, . • 


UL 




' • , ziith century, in the same Collection, ui. 




— ■ , aaith century, in the Royal Private 






Library at Stuttgart, ' 


iU. 


36 






* 


af Munich, ~ - - » - • 


UL 




— with most splendid illuminations, of 






the ZYith century, in the same library 


iil. 


133 


, St Austin, xfth century, in the 






M>lic Library at Stuttgart, ... 


• • • 

lU. 


33 


— LtObie, 1457, Fun mid Seko^fker, folio, in 






the Royal Library at Puris^ ... 


fi. 


104 








at Vieiftm, - . • • . 
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11. 




. 1462> folioj in the Public Library at 






Mimic-h, - - - - - 


iii. 
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Vienna, - - - - . 


• • • 

111. 


319 








Imperial Library at Vienna, - - 


• • • 

Ul. 


320 
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(tM3Mm»^ L de lAgnam, 1470, fofio, in the lamury of 






Ste. Genevi^e, at Flu^ - - - 


ii. 


176 


, 1471, Jmmn, Mo« in tlie Fkiblic Library 






al Nuremberg, - - Suppiemeni, 


••• 

Ul. 


431 


R. 







Ratdolt, specimens of the types from his presfl^ in the 

Public Library at Munich, - - - iii, 144 

Recueil des Httimes de Trojft, priiUed bjf Caatom, in the 

Royal Ubrary at Pbris, - - ii. 102 

■ printed ijf Gerard, upon 

trumVM, in the same library, « •> iL 102 

Regmrtf In, Sfc. f^erard, 4to. PHnce Eugene^s copy in 

the Imperial Library at Vienna, - - - ill. 999 
MeguUe, Coi^Umid. peeeaia mta, M„ 1473, 4to., in the 

Imperial Library at Vienna, * - - iii. 326 



Digitized by Google 



416 INDEX OF MANUSCRIPTS 

B0pertorkimSiaiut.OrtL 6inril. 1510, folio^ in the Pub- 
tic. library at Caen, - . ... . i 202 

Rhkardttma Peur, Jmwt, no date, 4to.y in tbe JAhnry 
of Arsenal at Fte^, - ^ - - it 166 

■ ' Bwi^fomt no date, 4Xo,, in tlie same 

library* * • • . - • iL 168 

Robert le JHoNe, Jomi, no date, 4to.» in fhe Library of 
the Arsenal at Ptois, • - - it 158 

Romaneot, MS., in the Royal Library at Paris, - it 8& 
, printed, in the same Library, - - U. 131 

in the Pkiblic Library at Strasbourg, it 407 

> in the PabUe Library at Munich, iit 126 

Ronittrd, 1584, folio, in tbe Ftblic Library at Caen, - t 212 

Rose, Roman ds la, MS. xiyth century, in the Royal 
Library at Paris, - - • - it. 95 

■■ MS. xivth century, in the PtabUe 

Library at Stuttgart, - - - • ut 31 

■■ Ferard, no date, upon tbllum, in 

the Royal Library at Ptois, - - - ii. 131 

Rossei opus elegans, Pymon, 1623, 4to., the author's ^ 
copy, afterwards that of Su: Thomas More, in the 
Public Library at Laudshut, - - - lii. 183 

S. 

Sacramentarium, seu Missa Pap. Greg., MS., vith , 

century, in the Imperial Library at Vienna, - iii. 290 

Sanchez de Matrim. Sacram., copy in the chapter Library 

at Bayeux, i. 244, in the Library of the Lyc^ i^t 

Bayeux, - - - - - i. 245 

Sannazarii Arcadia, 1614, Aldus, 8vo., Grolier's copy, ou 

large paper, in the Royal Library at Paris, - 11. 148 

Sannazarius de partu Virginis, Aldi, 1527, 12mo. in the 

King's Private Library at Stuttgart, - - iii. 41 

ScHAKZABEL, Der, MS. 1400 or 1450, in the Public 

Library at Stuttgart, - - - iii. 32 

Siguin, Histore MlUta'tre des Bocains, quoted, i. 300, 

301, 302, sur Vhistoire de P Industrie du Bocage en g4~ 
, n&al, et dela viUe de Fire *a estate en particulUre,, 

1810, 8to.^ - . - # t 303 
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Serrius in Firgiliwn, see FitgUiutm 

S/orziada La, 1480, folio, VFOW TBliLUii, in thit Royal 

Libniy at Paris, - - - - ii, 134 

Skjfppe ifFooltt 1609, 8vo. printed hy fV, Wmrde^ vpok 

VELLUM, in the Royal Library at Paris, - - iL 103 

SiBiLA, &c., ztth century, in tiie Public Library 

at Munich, - - - - iiL 127 

S^JtaUeui, Laoer, 1471, folio, in the Masarine U- 
braryatlM, - - • - ii. 193 

in tiie Tmperial Idbraiy 
atVienna, - * - * - - iiL 313 

I S, and PamuuFtg, 1471, folio, in the Im- 
petial Library at Vieiuui, - - - iii 313 

— — in the Public Library at ' 
Stuttgart, - - ... - iiL 26 

■ M l. I I in the Imperial Lobrary • 
atVieona, . ^ . - - - iii. 332 

i^tc. Hum, Sah, 1476, folio, prkUed BicM, in the 

iHiblic Library at Strasbourg, - . . iL 407 

8peeMmdeP.BeUoweenri»,\416,^(i&iii, - . - iL 406 
— JmBekde Iktrmkhu, IVinted hy Husnier and Re- . 

kenhub, 1473, folio, . - , - . - H. 405 

Speei^m S^uitorum, no date, 4to., in the PnbHc Ubrary 

at Caen, - - - - - L 211 

Staikit innnm Delphini, 4to., two copies, in the Library 
of the Ataenal at Paris, - - - ii. 166 

' ■ ■ beautiful copy in the Library of Chrems* 
minster monastery, - - . - iii. 222 

Smn$e» of Richard IIL MaehMa, in the the Royal Li- 
brary at PM, . - - - iL 124 

' in the King's Prif»te 
Library at Stuttgart, - - - • iii. 41 

Slepkani,'H, Ghu. Grm. 1673, &c., folio— mnh nfiUa 

mu t Beekarti, copy of, in the Public Library at Caen, L 21 1 
SnccettOi ff ProHgin it Amur, 1626, 4to., in the Library 

of the Arsenal at Paris, - - « ii. 161 

SuOomut L de Li^namine, 1470, folio—in the Library 
of Ste. Genevieve, at Paris, - - - ii. 1/6 
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Suetoniui S. and Patmarts, 1430, folto^ the Imptfiil 
library alVieniia^ * » • - lU. 313 

I >iifi * ' Benson, 147 1* 4to.,— 4ii the same collection^ dl3 

Hettinger, ^f^i^kM ^hie^ ia tiie ffttnU 

ibyiIcdl]mdon«t Stuttgart, » * "Vd^ S9 

Smdae, Gr., 14M^ fdli^^-^Ambtcin'a OQ|^y, i* tie lifei^ 

ptflalliibniTatVieDMi, - - - liL dl4 

1503, foUo, iMr-^iatga j^a]^ M^y« in tlie 

Royal Library at Paris, - - - IL 161 

S^pperts de Finevaulj?, Parte, M iaie^ 4to.— ia the Ll- 

brferyofthe AnenalatPM^ • - - & 169 

T. 

Tacitut, L iiBfkra, folio, edit. prin. ill XtA Ftohlld li- 
brary at Stuttgart, - - - - 1S4 
, in the Imperial Library litVl«ttli'a> - - iS. SU ' 

Tasso, Gerusalemme Conquistata, the authoi^ autograph 
—in the Imperial Library at Vienna, - - SSL 300 

Terentius, Mentelin, folio— in the Imperial Library at 
Vienna, - - - - - ill. 314 

■ Ulric Han, folio— in the Royal Library at 

Paris, - - - 15. 136 

, Reisinger, folio— in the Public Library at 

Stuttgart, - - - - - iii. 23 

Testamentum Novum, Hollandxch et Ruei., 1711, folio, 
!n the Royal Library at Paris, - - - ii. 110 

, Bohemice, Sec. xv— in the Impe- 
rial Library at Vienna, - - - iii. 307 

. , Griec6 Eratmi, in the King's Pri- 
vate Library at Stuttfrart, - - - iii. 39 

. , R. Stephani, 1550, folio 

— Diane de Poictiers's copy— in the Eoyal Library 
atParis, - - - - ii. 160 

Tetordanchhs, 1517, folio— upon vslLLinf^ in the Library 
of Ste-Geneii^re, atPttis, - - 1L 179 

■ - — — , two copies 
of J in the Public Libnury at Munich^ - - ui- 1^7 
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Tfwrdatwkkt, 1617, foUo, uiqn vzuum, M oopiiM 
otinthelmperiillibrary at Vienna, lit SO^ 

^ IntkiLibragyaf dMMoD^ 
teryof8t.norlMi, - - . lu. 

The^^^miiu^ 1497» Or. Aldufr-Wmt de Ptrfdkn'i 
oopy^inthepoModoiiofM. B6mwMd«lFteifl, - y. Sai 

llie Imperial Iit>ra7«tV|eiiiift--Fr]i^ Hi. 330 

TiTiLm, MS.folio--intlieRoyalLib]wr7atFhriB» iL 86 

bnry aft Landilint, » r iil. 181 

j i i I ■ ■ iM itt Hie Ubaif 4i£ 

UieMonaateryof StFlorian, * - - fiL 9S$ 
Tou&HAHiiraii* Book «v» MS. xvth «Mitury/«4ii tho 
Royal Library at Furis» - • . * - .U. 95 

■ ni ■ d wp B cato and more re- 
cant copy of, - - w * II. 99 
Ttwft^ Printed by Ffiaiter, aft Baatox* - • iL lU 

FariB, - • • ii. 167 

Tmkan^ MS.zivli «B9t9ry«in Bfoyil libsary at 
Vara, • - - • . il. 91 

i >" - l ui. ■ ■ , another MS. in the sane 

library, • - - • 0. 91 

■ ■ - , a third MS. in the same 

library, - • - - • ii* 92 

I .1 Gull, Sec. XIII., in the Imperial Library at 
V!eona» - ^ - - . iU. 299 

i m , another MS, in the .»ame 

Collection, - - - • iii. 300 

Trktran, Ferard, folio — in the Imperial Library at 
Vienna, - - - - - iU. 330 

Trkhemii Annales^ HirsaugienteSf 1690, folio — m the 
Library of the Monastery of Ohremsminster, •< iii. 227 

' ■ ■ 1 in the Library 

of a Capuchin Monastery, near Vienna, ^ - iii. 403 

Troys JUz de Roys, Paris, no date, 4to.->-in the Library 
of the Arsenal* « • « it. 164 
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TullyofOldAge, C'aj-ron— in the Royal Library at Paris, u. 124 
Tmrecremata /. de Meditationes, Ulrio Han, i467> folio 
—la the Imperial liibnry at Vienna^ - - uL 320 

In the Public Library at Nuiemberg^ Suf^lemetU, ill. 430 

1473, in 



the Imperifd Library ftt ^^enna^ - . - iii. 307 

V. 

VAuBRnra Maxiiivs, M8. zvth century— in the Im- 
perial Ltbrary at VIemia, - - ' • 2^ 

— — — Mmelm, folio-^two copies In the 
Pablic Library at Strasbourg, . - - - il. 408 

• ^ in the 

Imperial library at Yienna, - - ^i- 
, — . In the 

Royal Library at Stuttgart, - • - . - ill. 24 

— — — ^ 1476, Cat ^ SttLt folio— in 
the Public Library at Gaen, - - - L 208 

A&m, 1634, Svo. OroUer's 



copy, on large paper, in the Royal library at Paris, iL 148 

raturwtne Re Mmai, 1472, folio— in the Imperial . 

Library (Prince Eugene's copy) at Vienna, - - iii^ 321 

FwdevtreSyBasselin, ISU, - - L 212-289 

fTk? di?* 1494, folio, at Caen, - - L 208 

Vtrfrilius, S. «f Pannartz, (1469) folio— in the Royal LSp . 

v ** Ills 

brary at Paris, - - - . - n. iio 

■ ■ In the PobUc library at . 

Strasbourg — incomplete, - - - 11. 408 - 

in the Imperial library 

at Vienna, - - - • . - iU. 314 
1470, K deSpira, upon vellum, in the Royal 



Library at Paris, - - * - •- fi. 117 

upon paper, in the Royal li- 



brary at Paris, - - - - - ii» 117 

in the Imperial Library at 

Vienna, - - - - - iii. 314 



1471, S. and Pannartz, folio— in the Royal 



Library at Paris, - • - - ^ 



Diyiiized by Google 



AND OF PRINTED BOOKS. 




421 




W V9 




VhrfftSut* 1471. 8» and Pammrtg* late in tbe Pbblic 
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^ Faldarfcr H71 folio 






in the Public liibrarv at Sti*&sboiirfi^ « 
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1 and PannavtZm f 1469'i folio— in the Librarv 
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ViT^ Sanctorum, MS. Sec. xii.— in the Public Library 






at Stuttgart, . _ _ - 


• •• 

lU. 


29 


Fitruvius Giunta, 1513, 8vo. — upon ybllum, in the Li- 






brary of Ste. Genevieve at Paris, 


11. 


178 


VocabulariuSy Bechtermuntze, 1467, 4to. 


• • 

u. 


115 



u. 



t/5fi«o, 7*. de, Sermmei, printed by Gertng-^iiL the Public 
Library at Vire, - > - - i. 297 

W. 

WiLLiBROODi Sti. Vita. Auct. Alcuino. MS. xith 
century, in the Fd?ate Royal Library at Stuttgart, iii. 38 
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